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RIGHT HONOYRABLE, 


| #75 7 T was an ancient conſtitution in Iſrael, 
ca61 C1 l that a Brother dying without iſſue, the 
©\ Pa We next brother ſhould doe the office of a 
= ) f IC Kinſman, and raiſe vp ſeede to his bro- 
p a 208 ther deceaſed, to continue his _—_— | 
EE Kay it mightnot bee pur out of Iſrael, The 
Og Se | Lordhauing ating fince taken out of 
his Vigeyardafaithfull labourer , and from my ſelfe a lo« 
uing and deare Brother, I thought that in ſome manner the 
cquitie of this conſtitution, now antiquated and aboliſhed, 
did lay hold. vpon mee. And that being thenext brother, 
] was todoe the office of a brother, to continue, and eters | 
nize his blefſed memoriallin Gods Church , by bringing 
to lightihjs preſent Treatiſe, Hee himſclte whileſt hee !i- { 
ued wrote it, and had perfe&ed ir before his death :I have 
bur onely raifed ir outof his private ftudie tothe publike 
vſc of Gods Church, The childrenſaid Hezekiah, are come | 
to the birth, and thereis no ſtrength to bring forth, Thus it 
fared with this Author. Hee had finiſhed and perfeted 
this worke; and brought ir even to che birth, but there was 
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aotime to bring irforth, "God preuctting him , and by his 
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Et br; titulus 

eſt ingentiscu- 
dam iece- 

bre ad legen- 

dum ſcriptus; 

| quippe depro- 

prietate loquen- 


| Nod, Artic, 


L8,cap 6, 
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death, bringing him ro the end of hisfaith, ( bis tranſlati- 


| 


| large by none before him that I know of. 


on into the Heaueas )before he came to bring this worke to 
the cnd of his deſire, (the publication rthereofto the bene- 
fic of Gods Church:)I thought it great pitty, that ſo hope- 
full an iſſue ſhould periſh tor want of a little helpe in the 
birth, And I thought with all in caſe of my negligence ,or 
refuſall of this brotherly office, how juſtly 1 might haue de- 
ſerued the ignominious ceremony of the ſpittle inmy face, | 
Hereupon 1 willingly performed this taske, of peruſing and 
(cttingforth of this Treatiſe, Zachary when he could not 
ſpeake, he wrote:So I deſired that his pen might make ſome | 
ſupply of the want of his tonguezthat as Abel by hi faith,lo 
he by his workes, being deadmight yet ſpeake, 
Thus in briefe hath your Laduſhip, thereaſon of my pre- 

ſert endeauours, | . 

- For me to ſay any thing in commendation of this worke } 
isnot happily ſo ficting : It being both hard for one brother 
to commend another without boaſting , and the younger 
and inferiour his commendationadding little credit of grace 
to the worke of his elder and ſuperiour. For, as the leſſe is 
bleſſed , ſoalſo prayſed of the greater; I meane therefore 
heecein to bee ſparing, Onely this; I will but as the wid- 
dowes,whichſhewed Peterthe coates and graments which 
Dorcas made , while ſpcewas with them, Soonely will I 
fhew , and ſer forth ſome partof his labours which he per- 
formed whileft he was with ys: eL#d /et his owne workes 
praiſe bim inthe gate. And ſurely this worke will doe it, | 
if either Matter, or Manner, Argumentor Art will doe ir. 

The matter and argument of it, is ſuch as yerhandled ar 
o 207 ' 
 Andbekides itis excellent by reaſon of the dayly vie which 
occurres in praQtiſes So that ofthe eitle andargument of | 
this Booke may I ſay , as Geliws ſpeakes of a good title 
which Afc/iſſu had given toa booke of his owne which 
it ſcemed ſcarce deſerued it: That the very Title had a great 
alluring and entifing force to draw men to the reading of 


24.6. 5942 * =0 


its Suchisthe Argument of this worke , of ſuch ſpeciall | 
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"ſe in our praRiſe,that it may eafily perſwade any \bethro 
read, and likeir, It containes the right p99 ogay]3y, the art of 


| knowing a mans ſelfe ; it diſcouers vnto vs the finitely in- 


tricatewindings, and turnings of thedarke Labyrinths of 
mans hart. Indeed oftentimes the diſcoueries of couſcnages, 
and deccits in the world, make many, before honeſtly ig- 
norant, to turne couſeners and deceiuers : But heere ncedes 
noſuch feare, for here we are taughtno new deceit or come 
[enwmg trickes , which yet wee praRiſe nor , but rather are 
conuinced of that couſenage , with which we decciue our 
owne ſoules, and yet will not be borne downe to be guilty 
of impoſture.This point is worthy our beſt wits, and know- 
ledge, That Heathen Philoſopher neuer thought himſelte 
to begin to know Philoſophy, cillhee began to know hin:- 
ſelfe : But ſurely we neuer beginroknow Dininitie or Re- 
ligion, till we come toknow our ſelues : our ſelues we can- 
not know, till we know our hearts. I'but our hearts are de- 
ceitfull aboueall things ; who can know them ? They who 
with diligence ſhall peruſe thispreſent Treatiſe, ſhall with 
Gods bleſſing be able in ſome good meaſure to know them. | 
Here ſhall they find chat dangerous Art of Selfe-Sophiſtry | 
diſplayed, by which, millions of ſoulcs are inwrapped inthe | 
ſnares of Sathan : And ſo byſcecing their ſelfe-deceir ſhall 
come to their ſelfe:knowledge, A knowledge neuecr more 
negleted., Vt neme in ſeſe tentat deſtendere , nemo, Men 
care not for knowing themſelues., who are oftentimes too 
too curiouſly greedy of knowing all-things elſe; Bcing 
heerein like to foolifh trauellers , that loue to trauell into 
and talke of other ſtrange countries, trangers in the meane 


time, inthe rarities, ſecrets and wonders of their owne.As + 


for the Art, andinanner of handling this argument in this 
Treatiſe, 1 leaue it tothe Readers iwdgement , aduenturing 
notwithſtanding my felfe to ſay thus much, that had this 
Treatiſe but age and antiquity anſwerable to the ſuſficien- 
cie, it ſhould eaGly find anſwerable acceptance, Nothing 
preiudices ;'Wrirers morc then cither mens knowledge of 
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their perſons, or their wantaf ahttiquity. May not a man 
ſpeak 
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«| [um eſſet? If Diogenes or eAntiſthenes 
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ipeake of many of our new writers, as Ge44 ſpake once of | 
a good ſpeech that Faworins made? 2 onne , faith he 754 
Antiſihener ant Diogenes dsxiſſet , _— memeria vi- 
ad but ſpoken that 
which Faxorinus did , the ſpecch had gone for halfe an 
Oracle : now happily the more reſpe&lefle becauſe from 
Fauorinus , that was inferiour it may be in nothing to Di- 
ogenes , butin ſanding, How many worthy moderne Wri- 
ters among ys are negleHed , onely becauſe moderne ? 
Noune fi bac Auguſtinus, aut Chryſoſtomus, ec. Had but 
eAuguſtineor (bryſoſtome, orlome ancient Father wrote 
them, how had they beene admired , now negle&ed onely 
becauſe as Bildad ſpeakes, thyarebut of yeſterday? Molt 
mens iudgementof Writers is the ſame that of wine , Ly»ke 
5. 39. Theold better : And yet oftentimes the old is hard 
and tart yand nearer Vinegarthen Wine, when the new is 
ſweet and pleaſant, How many workes of ſome of the Fa- 
thers , which haue little worth elſe in them beſides antiqui. 
, and the credit of an ancient Fathers name? how would 
we vilifie thoſe ſame things in new, which we ſo magnifie in 
olde Writers? I ſpeake it notto derogate ought from the 
worth of thoſe ancient Worthies and reuerend Sages(I giue 
them all due reuerence and reſpeR) but onely to meet with 
that fond humour, which meaſures worth onely by age, 
as if nothing could be good , but that whichis old ; and 
from a meane conceit of writers perſons knowne , are ready 
ro preiudge their workes ynread and ynknowne, 

Bur as for your Ladiſhip;I perſwade my ſelfe , that your 
knowledge of the Authors perſon, parts,and endowments, 
wherewithall God had graced him , will beethe greater 
meane to win your Honourable acceptance of this worke. 
And ſo muchthe rather doe I preſume vpot your Ladiſhips 
fauour herein,becauſe whilſthis Author liued(out ofa loue 
to his graces, and honourable diſpoſition) he entended this 
Worke to haue beenc honoured by the patronage of your 
worthy & right nobleBrother,who now alſo rogether with 
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this Author, is at ret , ſinging heauenly Ha/eluiahs in the | 
preſence ofthe Lambe., Par- 
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DaDICcAarToORleE, 


| Pardonme good Madam, it Irexcw your griefe with the 
mention & remembrance of ſo great a lofle. Giue ys leaue to 


eeftific our fellow feeling of your forrows,Publik loſſes may 
not paſſe without publike heauines.Ic is a loſs that yeelds vs | 
argument both of great griefe and as great teare. Can it bea | 
ſmal griefe to ſee our {clues depriuedot the vic & benefit of 
ſo many rare vertues and honorable inclinations , of ſo great 
learning,in ſo few yeecrs,of ſo great grace, holines, and reli- | 
gion in ſo yong yeers, as were {weetly met and combin'd in | 
im? His rarc endowments, his noble diſpoſition, his religi- | 
ous comerſation, his hopefull ſeruice ro Gods Church and 
this kingdom,confidered, I may ſay of the Church and com. 
mon-wealth,as one Valerie ſpakeof Cornelia, in thelofſe | 
of her louing Husband: Corneliam neſeio anfaliciorom dixe 
erim quod talem virum habuerit , an miſcriorem quod ami=- 
ſerit; It is hard toſay whether we were happier in theenioy- 
ment, or vahappier in the lofle of ſuch a perſonage, And as 
in his loſle there is great cauſe of gricf, ſo no leſle of feare, 
We may grieue that ſo great good i taken from vs , we may 
feare, becauſe ſome great ex! 34 comming vpon vs:The righ= 
£e0Ms gs 4 man confidereth that he is taken away 
from theewll that 15 to come. Surely,when good men,eſpce 
cially being great men, and yovg men roo, are taken away,it 
is a fearefullpreſage of much anger , and cuill ro come, The 
Lord make vs all wiſe to conſider the deaths of ſuch men, 
that the feares of euillto come, may make vs ſecketo auoyd 
euillpreſent,and make vs prudent is the fore-fight ofthe 
plagues,to hide our ſelues, Bur yet in the midft of this grief 
& feare,your Ladiſhip is not left altogether comforcles, As 
it is a comfort that God honored your family with ſuch an 
one,fo is this alſo none of the leaſt comforts to you that you 
mokirn not alone, but haue the harts of all good men heauy | 
with yours. It makes our ioy the greater , to haue others re- 
ioyce wich vs when we reioyce.but it makes our ſorrow the 
lefſe, when we haue others to weep with vs when we weep. 
Did Abner ſaidD auid,dy as « foolo of him it may be faydy 
Did hedie as an immeriting, as an ignoble perſon* without 
tears? 
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\cears? withour lamentation? I chink I may boldly ſpeak it, 
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| qerit: Hee defires more the imitation then commendati- 


} prayer, and repetitions, His carefuli expenfrof rime,his ker- 
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that neuer apy of his place, and of his yeeres,left more heauy 
hearts behinde him then he had done. Theſe are miſerable 
griefes indeed, when orhers finde matter of ioy in the mat. 
ter of our griefe, and laugh at our teares; but then may wee 
grieue comfortably, when we ſec others ioyne with ys , and 
rake to heart our loſſes, as well as our ſelucs. | 
] would willingly both inlarge his commendation, and 
our gricfe , but theſe require rather a volume then an Epi» 
le. And I may ſpeake of him,as eAugrſtine of another, 1a 
quidem anima in ſocietatefidelium & caſtarum recepta, 
laudes nec curat nec querithumanas, smitationem tantum 


on of his vertues; and the imitation rather of his life , then - 
a lamentation for his death. 

Yet may 1 not altogether paſſe ouer in filence his holy 
and religious courſe z which was , to keepe a Catalogue or 
diary of his finnes againſt God: andeuery night, or the next 
morning, to review the faults of the day paſt : Every 
Saboth morning , ornight before , to review the faulrs of . 
the whole weeke : and at the end of euery monethto ſu 
the whole moneths rranſgreflion. This did hee dayly, 
weekly,and monthly,thereby the better to humble himtelfe 
for his ſinnes, and renew his praRtiſe of repentance, And the 
day-before the receiuing of the holy 'Sacrament did alwayes 
vie to hiible himſclfe before theLord with faſting,prayer,8: 
confeſſio,therby the berrer roprepare himſelfe - the more 
worthy and comfortable receiuing of the holy Communion, 

I ſay nothing of his religious obſcruation of the Sabaoth 
by himſelfe alone, and with his people abour him, both be- 
fore and after the publik c Exerciſes, in medication, reading, 


ping of ſet houres of ſtudy. Thus did he with good 1ofiah, 
while he was yet a childe , ſeeke the Lord: By meanes of 
which his holy and conftant courſein ſecking the Lord, in 
'owyeeres hee became wiſcr thenhis ancients-and teachers, 


2nd preſerucd his young yceres in great honour and reputa- 


tion , 
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DEBDICATORIE, 


tion free from all the blemiſhes and Raines of youth, not- 
withſtandwg the manifold occaſions to the contrary in re= 
gard of his place and condition; The truth is, the world 
was not worthy of him : His vertues and his graces were 
firter for heauen, then this impure earth, 

Let ys now thar are behind, turneour griefe into care ; 
let our care be tofollow tholc holy Reps he hath trod before 
v3, True it is you can neuer recouer his perſon, his graces 
you may : The greifewill bee the leſle for the lofſe of his 
perſon, if you make a recouery of his graces, Whileſt his 
ſpirit is doubled ypon your Honor, and his graces ſhall ſur. 
nive in your religious imitation,ſo long we ſhall count him 
lying in your ſelfe, 

Andnow right Honourable , I intreate you by the loue 
that he bare tothis Author , and by 'the loue that you bare 
to his honorable Patrons , your deceaſed Father and Bro- 
ther(both now: glorificd Saints )toteſtifie your loue to this 
Author by your honourable and fauourable acceprance of 
this worke, 

May your Ladiſhip bur pleafe to youchſafe the reading, 
and diligenc peruſall thercof, and I dare preſume vpon as 
much, Thusas Thaue raiſed thisto light, fo I commend it 


ro your Honours patronage and proteRion : and your Ho= | 


nour to the patronage and. proteRion of the Lord e/ſus. 
May 5. Epping in Eſſex. 


Your Honours 


in al ſeruice, 
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The heart is deceitfull abouc allthings, and euill, whocan 
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DECEITF V L.NES 
OF MANS Heasrr. 


JERE Ns. 17.9,10- 


know it? I the Lord ſearch the heart and try the reynes, 
that I may giue tocuery one according to his wayes, 
according to the workes. 


mt m— 


Cnar, I, 


7 he Text opened; A Preparation to the Treatiſe following, 
fucwing the Origina/l of the Hearts deccirfmlneſſe , the 


1 


arfficultie, and et the meanes of knowing it. 


22) <2 IP HE Prophet having grievouſly 
xx | [=D menacecd the Iewes in the be. 
Ro ©” ginning ofthisChapter, becauſe 

is hec ſaw how much they bore 
themſclues out againft theſe | 

] threatnings, vpon hope of the 

«£2yptian his helpe ; therefore 

in che fifth Verſct hee ko ar all ſuch asrelye vpon | 

man, and makefl. ſhtheir arme : contrarily, bleſſing 
ſuch as in their dangers ſhroudand ſhelter them- 


—_ vnder the wing ofthe Almighty. 
B But 


— 


Coherencc, 


' Pſalm, 3.4+ 


— 


——_—— — a OI—— - > FS <tr — Spe we 


| Flatrer not your ſeluesin a vaine conceit, that you 
| with-draw ot your heart from God, and ſo God 


| iuſtifie the Prophers ſayings z yet hee iudging of 


The deceirfulneſſe of mans heart. 


But heere the [ewes haning wade a concnant with 
bell and death, would bee ready to obicR againſt the 
Prophets; Whar then is all chisthreatning to vs ? 
Wee are none of thoſe rhat with-draw their hearts 


from God." Ve of meanes doth notpreiudice truſt | | 
in God : Truſt in God, as itcannot ſtand with sf 
| im meanes ; ſo neither without v/c of means when | © 
| they may bee had, Wee repoſe our felues on God | 1? 
as. much as thy ſclfe or anyelſe : and wee repaire to | : 


the ſecond cauſes, onely as ſeruiceable,and ſubordi- 
nate to the firſt. Therfore as the ſparrow by wanaring, 
and the ſwallow by flying eſcape , ſo this thy cauſleſſe 
enrſe (hall not come : neither are wee ſuch children ro 
be skarrced with bugſ-words. 

The Prophet therefore in this verſe preuenecth 
this obieRion , and keepeth them from this ſtarting 
hole,ſaying, The heart « deceitfall;asit he ſhonld fay; 


will not with-draw his from you : Nothing more 


| ealie than for a man to decciue himſelfe; for the | 
heart by reaſon of the great wickedneſlc thereof, is | 


a bottome-lefle and vnſcarchablegultfe of guile ; io 
ſomuch as nonecan know, not onely anothers, bur 
not his owne heart : The Lord onely hath reſerued 
this as a prerogative royall to himſelfe, exa&!y to 


| menconceiuing well ofthemſclues, may conceiue 
amiſſe of God, as one that by his doings will nor 


men 2ccording to the ſecret difpoſition and conſti- 


tution of their hearts , may deale with them accor- 


| know the depth of our heartsz that ſo, though |: 


4 Y 
#, l 
* ro x 


_ dingly , 


nt. 


SS — — —_— VI ——  —— 


F 


” — 
Dn — POI""I3 ith. Ah. —_—— 


A 


as: _ _— | 
| The deceisfulueſſe of mans heart... 


| dingly, bleſſing thoſeghar in truth doe cruſt in him, 


bur curling ſuch as with-draw from him, chough 
not their rongues, yet their hearts. This is the 
order and generall purpoſe of the wards. 

They containe inthem a propoſition concerning 
the hearts deccitfalnefſe. Heere two things are to 
bee conſidered : what is meant by 6:47 ; what by 
deceitful. 

By heart, mans heart is meant, as appeareth by 
the context. And now becauſe mans heart is one of 
the principall ſeats of the ſoule of many therefore by 
a Mctonymy of the ſ#bief, itis vſually in the Scrip- 


ture put ſometimes for the whole ſoule, ſometimes 
(and that more frequently ) for ſuch ſpeciall facul- 
ties in the ſoule , as more ſpccially belong to the 


heart, as the Will and AﬀeRions. But heere it is to 


be taken for the whole foule, and all the parts there- 
of, thc Yaderltanding, the Will,the Aﬀetions : for 
all Fre deceirfull. i 

The word aeceitfallis ſigaifeant in the Hebrew, 
comming of a Verbe which (ignifieth to ſupplant, 
asrunners inthe race vſc todoc;and from this word 
had /acob his riame , becauſe hecaught Eſa» by the 
heele when he was comming forth ofthe wombe : 
So doe our hearts cunningly, as it were, trip our 
hecle when wee are to runne the race which is ſer 
| before vs. Though heere alſo that reaſon of the' 
name which Eſas falſely gauc to [ach , may truely 
agree to Our hearts z well may they be called 7acobs, 
becauſe they cozen many, and doetheix endeauour 
to cozehi all of Gads bleſſing, and thek 


heritance. But it may bee asked,, Is this deccitful- 
B 2 neſle 


caucnly in-\|' 


Reſulut,on 
and ſenſe, 


Gnacths 


Gen,iq,z6, | 


| 
| 


-g 
| 


ar, 


I _ 


| The deceiifulneſſe of mans beart.. 


{ 


neſle giuen to all men indifferently, or onely to 
ſome? 4nſw.TFo all,faue Chriſt ,in whoſe mouth(and | ® 
ſo heart) was fownd no gnile. By nature,all our hearrs | Z 
are alike, And the change that grace makes in this | * 
life is not ſuch butchat in ſome ſort,the heart ofthe 
beſt may fill be ſaid to be deceitfull. Chriſt indzede 
| gaue Nathanee/this praiſe , that there was no guile 
in his heart, and D auid (ayes the like of cuery iuſti- 
ficd man : bur this is truc onely of the prrit, of the 
new, or young man that is created by Godin the re- 
gencrate,and not ofthe fleſh, that o/de man ; an olde 
foxe indecde, that by reaſon of his age is often too 
hard for the yong man - for youth is but ſimple in 
regard of old age : Howbcit as young men grow 
| ill eo further prefeRion, and are on the encreaſing 
ha nd, whercas olde men decreaſe, till atlength age 
brings dotage; lo heere the craft ofthis o/de manis 


| daily weakened, therather for thoſe many wounds 


which the ſtronger young mans arme giues him 
in the braine, whereas the ſpiritnalwiſedome ofthe 
young manincreaſeth dayly. Thus then we interpret 
theſe words of the Prophet, The heart of man © 
deceitful , euew the whole heart of thewicked , be- 
| cauſeit is wholly feſh , and part of the heart of the 
| godly,namely , the vnregenerate and fleſhly part, 
The heart of the wicked is deceitfull with a full, 
-ſtrong., and raigningdeceitfulncfle, thedeceirful- 
nefſe that is in the heart ofthe godly is weaker, as 
being diſcerned of them , and ftrouen againſt by 
| them. The heart ofthe wicked ſhewes ie deceirful- 
nefſein the who/econrſe of their lines, The godly on- 


| ly in ſome particularattions. Asit laid of David, bee 
T9 1 W445 
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[- 


Was vpri vey 
Priah, The encrall current of his life was free from 


| deccitfulneſſe, though nor the particular aQion ; 
Contrarily, the heart of the wicked may be vpright 
in ſome particular ations , as Abimelechs inthe ta- 
king of Sar4h;/ know(faith God)rhou haſt done this in 
the vprightne(ſſe of thy heart - yet notin the maine of 
theirliues, Thisis proper onely tothe godly , that 
they are vpright intheir way,that is the conſtant te. 
nor of their conuerſation. Now this deceitfulneſle 
heregiuento rhe heart, is ſer forth ; Firſt , by the 
greatnes of it : about «ll things, Secondly,by the cauſe 
of it, and enill. T hirdly,by the vnſearchableneſſe of it , 
ſuch char none can know it, figured with an interro- 
gation,who can know it ? that is,none of himſelfe, by 
his owne mother wit, without an higher and clea- 
rer light. 
To begin firſt with the decer#falneſſeof the heart, 
and then to come to the illuſtrations of ir aftcr- 
ward ; It may be asked, forthe berter vnderftan- 
ding thereof : How comes this deceitfulneſle into 
the heart ? Is not the heart Gods creature ? anddid 
hee not makeit ſimple, plaine , and true? Whence 
then this fraud ? Lord, thou ſowedfſt in this field 
of mans heart the good corne of faith, truth, ſince- 
ritic - whence then theſe Tares ? Salomon tells vs, 
Eccleſ. 7.31. God made man righteous : but they hane 
ſought out many inventions : For howſocuer theſe in- 
ventions and deceits ( as Moſes ſheweth,Gen.z.) were 
firſt forged in the Diuels braine, and came out of his 
=_ , yet becauſe they were ſo readily apprehen- 
ca, 


ht in all things, ſane onelyin the matter of 


andas it were bought vp ſo faſt by our firſt pa- 
B 3 rents, 


Gen. 20.6, 


Pſalt r9.2, 


The origin all 
of the hearts 
deceitfulnefe. 
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T he deceit folneſſe of mans heart. 


EI_ 


| Iob.15,16. _ 
- | how muchmore wee, for wilfallconſpiring with the | | 
diucll? Sothat whatſocucr the Scriptures ſhall tell |' 7 


The difficulty 
of finding our 
this deecicful- 
neſle. : 


lokn z, 


J CET 


rents , therefore Ssloren i:(ciibes them to man, So 
chat bowſoeuer here alſo che queſtion concerning 
cheſe Tres, yea T hiſtles of treachery , and perfidi- 
ouſneſlc in our hearts, may be truely anſwered with 
chatin the Goſpel: The enniows man hath ſowne them; 
yee withall it may iuſtly be ſaid , becavle the ground 
did ſo open her mouth for them, that the field ir 
ſelfe did bring them forth. If at the firſt , when as 
this ficld was as the pleaſant Eder of God z how 
much more now, when hauing the ſalt as it were of 
Gods curſe ſowne vpon it, itis become asa barren 
wilderneſſe ? If Adam and Eu? might be charged as 
the firſt fathers and founders of choſe deceitfull in- 
uentions ſuggeſted by Sathan, becauſe of their rea- 
dy, how much more wee, becauſe of onr greedy ap- 
prehenſion of them, whereby wedrinke them in 
the fiſh doth water ? If they for willing conſenting 10, 


vs concerning the Tempters wiles , we may lafely 
draw it hither, and apply ic to our ſ{clues, partners 
and pratizers with Sathan in his ſtratagems againſt 
ours owne ſoules. 

Weeſecthenthe rocke, whereout this deceit-= 
fulneſſe was hewen: A pigge it is of our 0owne Sowe; 
a flower (weed rather) of our owne Garden. It re- 
maineth, that more particularly , wee ſhould ſec 
what it is, whercin it conſiſts and ſhewes it ſelfe.. 


| Alabonr ſurely full ofdifficultic. For asthe woman. 


of Samerie ſaid of her Well to Chrift, The Well & 

deepe, and thou haft nopitcher , the fame may we ſay 

to Our ſelues of this pit,this puddle, this den, ms; 
dun 
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| concerning it own ſlrength,cannot ſafely beleeweit ſeife, 


The deceirfulve(ſe of mans heart. 


dungeon; Ir is very both darke and deepe: Wh 
can {ceit? whocan ſoundit? Andalas, wherearc 
our buckets ro empty it? VVho hath not caulc to 


in me,is hid from me ; ſo that my ſoule asking it ſeife 


becauſe euen that which indeed « inwvs , u kept ſecret 
from ws till experience manifeſt it. O ye many blinde 

corners, the ſecret turnings and windings, the per-: 
plexe labyrinths, the cloſe lurking-holes thatare 
here ! who would thinke that within the compaſle|} 
of ſo ſmall a piece of fl:z{h, there thould be roome e- 

nough to harbour ſuch ſwarmes ofvaine and vilc 

thoughts,defires,andaft:Rions;and that farre more 

ſecretly from being eclpicd by vs, than the largeſt ' 
and walteſt Cities can doe any ſcouting naughty- 
packe? Man a great deepe,whoſe very haires 416 num-' 
bred before thee,O Lord: And yet eaſier it w 19 know the 
number of hu haires, than of the motions and affe6ti-' 
ons of his heart, as excellently Saint Auſten, Forzasin 

Hercules Monſter,ſtill freſh heads, one ſpringing vp 

afcer the cutting off of the other : and as in Ezekzels.+ 
Temple, attcr the {ight of ſome abhominations, till 
moe : ſoheere in this ſoinfinite a receptacle of de- 
ceitfull thoughts, one deccit ſucceeding and preſ- 
{ing hard atthe heeles of another. Many inuentions, 
ſaidSs/omon, ſpeaking of thoſe at the firſt inthe heart 
onely of Adam and Exe: How then is thenumber 
(thinke we)increaſgd ſince,there being none,whole 
braine or breaſt hath nor calt in bis Viddewes Mite, 


at leaſt, into the common Treaſury } If this ſtink» 
B 4 ' king 


complaine with Saint Auſten, [nfl cauſe hane [to be- | Confiflibao 
waile that darkeneſſe,in which that power that us with- | <ap-13. Sunt 
ite plangende 
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The deceitfulneſſe of mans beart. 


ing riuer were ſo great where it firſt roſe, how then 


( thinke wee ) hath it inlarged it ſelfe, being runne | 


rhus farre? No maruell then if the Prophet, as it 
wereamazed to ſee ſuch /itters, yea legions ofdeceit- 
full diuels,couching cloſe inthis their ſtincking tie , 
cry out ,as here we hearc him, The hears & deceit full 
aboue allthings,who can know it? $0 myſticallarethele 
hearts of ours; ſo deepe andabſtruſe are her my- 
ſterics of deceit, VVhy then will ſome ſay, doc 
you trouble your (clfe in vaine? for if none can 
know this -y/teric of iniquitie, how then can you 
know it? how can you make vs know it? | 
Ianſwer, though no man know it as of himfelfe, 
yet,1 the Lord know;and if we plow with hu heifer, we 
(hall know thedarkeſt Riddles. There is a myſterie 
of finnes(fayes one)lying in the folds of our hearts, 
' which we ſhall neuer (ce, vnleſfe the Spirit of God 
enterin, andgiuevs light : Forthis iris ſearcherh 
the deepe things of God, 1. Cor. 2.much more can it 
ſearch the deepenefke of Sathan,and of mans deceit- 
fullhcare. If hen we conſult with the Lords Spirit, 
wee may learne of him what theſe deecits bee, fo 
farre forth, as he hath reucaled themin his VVord; 
which is alight whereby wee may ſecin this , euen 
more than e£gip1iandarkeneſſe. Therefore our S4- 
wiour counſellerth vs to take the benefit ofthis light, 
and not tolet it ſtand vnder the bed; and that vpon 
this ground, for there i« nothing bid | namely, in our 
hearrs,though ncuer ſo cloſely] but it ſhall be opened, 
namely, by the power ofthe' Word, moſt plaine- 


ly. And this Paw/excmplifies in his —_— 


intothe Church aftemblics,andin hearing the wor 
F . opened, 
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The deceitfulneſſe of mans beart. 
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opened,ſecing himſelfe and his owne heart opened, 
and the ſecrets thereof difcouered: Counſel [ vnder- 
Rand it of craftie counſcll ] « in the heart of man ; 


buts man of vader ſanding (vnderſtandi ſpecially | 


of ſpirituall vnderſtanding our of the Word) wi4 
fetch it out, ſaith S«/omon. Here the Holy Ghoſt ma- 


keth the wiſdome ofthe Word to be a bucket, able | 


ro bring vp the filthy mire out of the deepeſt pits 
ofdeceitfull hearts. And if the wiſe man have $kill 
tolet downe this bucket into other mens hearts,and 
draw it vp full againe , much more then into his 
owne. Though then naturally wee are all blinde, 
walking in the darke Cloyſters of our hearts, yet,if 
the Lord goe before vs with his torch : if he take vs, 
as once Ezechiel,into this corrupt temple (table ra- 
ther)and lead vs along by his Word and Spirit, we 
ſhall then clearely ſce the ſeucrall ranks and orders 
of theabhominabledecciestherein : for inthe word 
of God there are many wonders to be ſcene, as Da- 
uid confeſſeth in that his praver, Open mine eyes, 0 
Lord, that 1 may ſee wonders ont of thy Law. Amon 

the which , this of our owne hearts wnboweZed an 


 anatomized, is notthe leaſt. Indeede, when our 


dead bodies are whole, we cannot ſee what is with- 
in : They will caſt forth an euill ſauour,and we may 
ſee ſome filthinefle and deformitie in them, the 
which yetis but ſweetneſle and beauty tothat wee 


| ſee, when the bodie is cut, opencd, and intralls 


taken our. Surely , the noſes and cyeseuen of ſome 
naturall men, haue diſcerned in mans heart vnope- 
ned, vnſauoury naftinefſe, odious vglineſle : But 
alas,all that was notenough to humble them, nei- 


1 


ther * 
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c 
ther was it any thing to that they might have ſcene | 
in the hcart broke vp by God, the onely $kiltull ana- 
romizer thereof ; who as he ſeeth all things ther-in, 
lying naked as in an Anatomy, as the Apoſtle ſpea+ 
keth, Heby. 4.13. ſo alſo he hath laydir openin bis 
word vnto vs; as in the verſe before rhe ſame Apo- 
[tle ſheweth,7 he word of God « linely, ſharper than the 
iwo-edged ſword,a d:ſcerner of the thoughts to cx ſecret 
intents of the heart, neither is there any creature which 
14 not manifeſt in it ſight; namcly,ofche word before | 
ſpoken of : for ſo I thinke, without any violence of- 
fered tothe words , may the Text bee interpreted : 
Andthe word [ creature | | rake for thecreature of 
che keart,namely,the thoughts and intents thereof 
before mentioned. That the ſenſe (hould be this 1 
The word diſcerncth the thoughtsof our hart; nor 
ſome, but all - Nothing is there, that che heart for- 
geth,framcth,and, as ic were,createth within itſelfe, 
which this word taketh not notice of. But of this let 
the learned iudge. 

Wellthen , fincethe word isthat /ight which ſhi 
n:th in this darke , having it with vs, venter we to 
deſcend dowre into this deepe dungeon , andto 
launch out into this vaſt Ocean, having this plum- 
met to ſound the bottome thereof. They that goe 
dawne into the deeps ((aith the Prophet ) they /ee the 
workes aud wonders of the Lord : Butthey that goe 
downe into this deepe are notnow like to ſce any 
thing , bur the dcepeneſſe of Sathan, the workes and 
wonders of the Diucll , the Leniathan that ſporteth 
himſelfe in thefe waters, Or rather a Neprumetrium- 
phing here as in his kingdome.VVhich lighr though 
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The aeceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


ro ſhame and humble vs : for here, in the word are 


lephant ; clearcly we may fee our ownedeformitic. 
Hereis aglaſſe, wherein we may behold the faces 
of our heatrs, and cſpic cucn the ſmalleſt wrinkle 
of deceit whatſocucr. And that nor ſo, asour na» 
turall faces in common glaſſes, where we forger,as 
ſooneas our cycisout of the glaſle, what was the 
faſhion of our face, bur ſo, thar ſtill the ſight ſcene 
(hall ticke by vs, preſenting it (elfe ro the eye of our 
vnderſtanding. When ſome cunning deceitfull 
thicfe hath ftollen ought from thee, thou runneſt 
preſently co the cunning wizard, a worſe thiefe , a 
worle deceiuer, to ſec in his deceiuable Glafle, I 
know not what phanſic, the theife it [ſhouid be,thar 
hath robbed thee. Loe thy heart , the moſt crafty 


| 


afid cooſening thiefe that caq be,hath robbed thee, 
and dothdaily filch from thee thy richeſt treaſure : 
And canſt thou in thy little loſſe ran co the Diuels 
lying glaſſe, co fi1d: out a litle thiefe, and wilt 
thou notin thy greater loſſe come to Gods true 


keſt there is no ſuchchiefe thar ſteales ought from 
thee, doe butcome hither totbis Glaſſe, and thou 
| {hilt ſee him and all the trickes and myſte- 
ries of his cony-catching trade. 
Came 1 {ay, and ſee him 
acting of them. 
% % 
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| happily not ſo pleaſing, yet profitable it will bee , for 


thoſe cleare waters, which if we trouble them not | 
with the mudde of our owne affetions, like the E- + 


elaſle, to finde out the great Thicke ? If thou thine | 
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The deceitfalneſſe of mans heart. 


Deccit of 
heart two- 
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others onely. 


Told. 
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tion. 
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Andirt is two- 
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Of thedeceitfalneſſe of the heart is 
recardof others, 


Aking then the anatomizing knife of the 
Word, and ripping vp the belly of this 


Monſter, 1 finde ſuch an infinire number of 
the veines of deceirfulneſſc,and thoſe ſo knotty,and 
intricately infolded together,that hard it is diſtin- 
ly and clcarely to ſhew them all: Neuerthcles, God 
aſhſting , we {halldoe our beſt endeauour. I thinke 
therefore thar all the deceitfulnes of the heart diſ- 

' couered to vs in the word may beereduced to theſe 
two heads: Firſt, the deceitfulnes whereby wee de- 
ceiue others onely ; Secondly,that whereby alſo we 
deceiuc ovr /elues. L 

The former is notthat which here the Prophet 
ſo muchaymeth at : And therefore wee will not ſo 
much inſiſt vpon it. It ſheweth ir ſelfe ſpecially in 
ewo things: in Diſ/imulation and Simulation, in dil- 
ſ{cmbling and concealing that which indeedeis, and 
in fayning andcounteteiting that which indeede is 
not. Diſſimalation is either ofe#i#or good. The dil: | 


ay done. 
The hearts deceicfulnes in hiding that euill 


make faire cuen ofthe quite contrary, And there- 


ſembling of ea://is rhreefold : Ofeuill zo be done,or | 
in doing : Secondly, from being done : Thirdly,alrea- | 


which ſhe purpoſeth to doe, or is in doing, is to | 


| 


fore in her witty wickednes, ſhce inuenteth ſome 


colourable | 
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The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 
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colourable pretence to ſhadow her piece and miſ- 
chicfe, When Herod intended woffhip to worry 
Chriſt, he pretended yet re/3g109/ly ro worſhip bim. 
Simeongnd Leui cloked their purpoſed maſſacre of 
the Sichemites , with theconſcience of circumcifi- 
on - LAbſelom his Treaſon , with the Religion of 
his vow : /94b his perfidiouſneſleto Abner and Ama- 
ſa with friendly words , and ſyren-like ſalutations : 
I{mac{ his murtherours minde toward thoſe cightie 
men , with his Crecodtle teares - Indas his couctoul. 
neſſe, with a (ſhew of 4 liberalland mercifull affe- 
Aion towards the poore : and the ewes their ennic 
againſt Chriſt, with their d#tie to Ceſar. Thinke ye 
that the /ewescarcd for Ceſar ? No, none ſo impa- 
tientof his yoke as they : Butthey had murthcrous 
hearrs,thirſting for our Lords bloud ; that was the 
true cauſcz and thecauſe of their malicious heart 
their evz{ eye that could not indure the glorious 
brigheneſle of his grace; bur if they ſhould hauc 
alledgedthar,allthe world would haue cryed ſhame 
on them 3; therefore to hide the odiouſneſle of 
their faR, they (cr on it the faire maske of loyal- 
tyto Ceſar, Thus alwayes in the perſecutious of 
loſeph , his coate (hall bee brought forth , as it was 
onceby his cnuious Brethren, that ſold him z; by 
his whoriſh Miſtreſſe, that ſlandered him. Some 
one ſpecious and plauſible pretence or other ſhall 
be deuiſed by the wicked, to ſave their credit in the 
World. So like rowers in the boate , whileſt in their 
pretence they looke one way,in their intent they go 
the cleane contrary, This tricke of deceitfulncile 
the hcart hath learned of that arch-maſter of de- 
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' | but yet he then plotteth miſchicte , thinking by one 


| nes before bus brothers feete , is truc in tho 


| goodly ſhow of ſpeciali fauourand goodewill, cuen 


The deceitfulneſſe of mans bears. 


ceits, the Diucll : Who ſometimes will needs be- 
come a Preacher of che truth, as when he ſaid, 7 heſe 
are the(eruants of the moſt bigh God, c+e. Teſws of Na- 
zaret, I know who thon art , euventheholy one of God : 


eruth,to conuey and wind into our mindes an hun- 
dredlies, Thus truth is made to v{her falſhood: for 
cuen in thoſe his ſugred glozing words, wherein he 
preachcth Chriſt the Sauiour ofthe world,it is caſic 
co [pic out warre in bis heart : far itis tobe marked, 
how becalleth him Ieſus'of Neazaret, thercby'to 
nouriſh the error of the multitude, that thought he 
was borne there,and ſo notthe Areſſiah, whoſebirth 
they all knew ought to bec at Bethlewr, 1eſus then, | 
nos the holy one of God are butter and oyle,as was af- 
tcrward, Good maer thou regardeſt no mans perſos ; 
but Teſs of Nazaret, that isa/word, as was after- 
ward, 1s it larfullte ginetriburte? And lothatwbich 
Salomon ſpeaketh of the flatterer, that oo 4 
c flattering 
CRIED Divell ſometimes giueth che truth: in. 
ecde hee doth butſeta ſnare ro catch the truthin. 
As Saul,a good Scholler in his Schoole,did for De. 
»id,in giuing him Aicho/to wife: [willgiue him ber, 
ſaith be, chat ſhe may be @ ſnare vnro him,and that rhe 
hand of the Philiflims may be vpen him, Heere is a 


ſuch as ſimple Danid was in a manner raviſhed with 
it,tothinke thar his meannefle ſhould be honoured | 
with ſo greata marriage: But it is but a baite,couec- 
ring the hooke, hony-poyſon. Theſe of all other 
are thc molt ſecret dgceits., which are thus mantled 

and 
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The dectitfulneſſs of mans heart. 


Is 


dicinally, Therefore excellently doth Salomon chara- | 


knocked: bat they goe downe intothe bowels of the belly. 
Sodeepely doe they pierce: When he begins firſt to 
open his packe , hee will fercha deepe ſigh, pro- | 
 fefling thar becauſe of his great loue to the party, 


LO OT 
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he is very ſorry forhim and ſoatlength-with a ſad 


and masked with. the diſguiſed prerences of ſpeciall 


loue and kindncfſe. And therefore Sa/omonnortig- 
norant hereof, when he commends bownrie and mu- 
nificence in a Prince, hee affociares 21414 thereto. 
Bounty and truth doe guard the King,that is to ſay, a 
crue (not a treacherous) bounty : for there is a falſe 
and lying bounty, deceiving thoſe on whom ir is 
beſtowed. And as inthe proucrbe, there are gift- 
leſſe gifts : ſuch as was that of Saw/to Dauid; Bread 
in one hand, atone inthe other. Infinite were ir to 
ſpeake all that might be ſpoken here: Itis ſocom- 
mon a praiſe in the world, yea, andit iscounted 
wiſdome for men thus to vaile their intents with pre- 
tences, their meaning with their words , that the truth 
may be thought falſe, «ud falſhood true, When they 
meane to firike the head with one hand, they will 
firſt frokeir with theother ; or, as he ſayes, with owe 
hand they will claw onthe bead, with the other ſmite on 
the cheeke. T he tale-bearer when he comesto ſer his 

brothers good nameat ſake, how cunningly,how ar- 

tificially will hee traduce ? meaning to bite his bro» | 
ther,he will firſt je him. But well did S«lomen pre- 

fer a friends wonnds before ſuch kiſſes:for theſe kiſles 

are Ind; kiſſes: They wound morrally;the other me- 


Rer him , The words of the whiſperer ( us Tremelinu 
reads it) are like tothe words of thoſe that are 0 of 
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T he aecettfulneſſe of mans heart. = 


les, quia vehe- 


1 menter diligo, 
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1 49, fe cum 


meſto vn'tu 
oculindemilſa, 


1 cam quadan 


tarditare , & 
vocis plangitis 
procr dit male- 
d:4io.Berinard 


Luke 19. 
Zong 
m proſe 
ſ« fiicit &, nou 
enim grats- 
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eos quit pacaie 
runtiattanter 
inſurgere. 


Eccleſia nomi - 


me armani 


| 


1 contra Eccieſ.. 


an dimicatit. 


ARﬀs and Mo- 
nument, Vol.z 
inthe begin- 
ning of Ls- 
thersſory, 
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Vevementer do- | CQUNtenance,with eyes caſt downe,with a ſlow and 


lamenting voyce ,as though the offence of his bro- 
ther were to him asa blow with acudgell , out 


| comes the ſlander : Loe, acunning cranke of deepe 


and diyelliſh deccitfulnes, ſo to diſguiſe marihering 
malice,that it ſhall be taken cuen for mother ly mercy, 


| tolament& cry, as if bimſelfe were beaten, whilcſt 


hee with the ſcourge of his viperous tongue vamers 
cifully laſheth others. 

So alſo vnder the colour of zea/e and hatred a- 
gainkt ſin, doe (ome couer their hatred againſt mens 
perſons , in their bitter cenſuring of them: And 0- 
thers vnder the colour of giving thenkes vnto God, 
hide their vaine oſtentation of their owne vertues, 
as that Phariſce, that ſaid ; Lord,7 thanke thee, I am 
not 4s this Publicane. But as Chryſoftome ſayes, thi 
would not ſerue his turne : for it i no thankſ-gining 10 


| > ne faults, and boaitingly to inſult oner 
148 


[ſe that hawe done ami([e. 

But heere wee ſhould doethe Church of Rowe 
infurie to leaue her out, who indeede carricth away | 
the bell from all others in this kind of deceitfull 
painting and colouring : vnder the name of Chriſts 
Spouſe playing the filthy Harlot ; vaderthetitle of 
the Church, fighting againſt the Church ; vnder | 
the coloxr of Religion, taking away the 


onely a c/oake of wickeaneſſe. 1 would rather ſet out 
this in Maſter Foxes words, than'in mine owne, he 
hath ſo lively and in the right colours deſcribed,or 
rather deformed this monſter; thus writing ofher 
* AsinadoAtrine , foinorder of life, and deepe hy- 


pocriſie 
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The deceirfulneſſe of mans heart. 


*«nqcrifie was ſhe corrupted, doing all things vnder 
*<oretences & diſſembled titles. Vader the pretence 
'«gf Peters Chairc,they exerciſed a Maieſtie aboue 


—— — — 


*chaſtity raigncd adultery: vnder the cloake of pro- 
felled pouerty,they pofſefſcd the goods of the rem-+ 
*poralry:vaderthe title of being dead tothe world, 
*hcy not only raigned in the world, but alſo ruled 
**the world:vnder the colour of the keies of Heauen 
*to hang vnder their girdle, they brought allthe e- 
*ſtatcs of che world vnder their girdle, &crept, not 
«only into the purſes ofmen,bur allointo their con- 
*ſ[ciences:they heard their confeſhons, they knew 
«heir ſecrers,they diſpenſed as they were diſpoſed, 
«<1ndlooſed what them liſted. And ſo much for the 
firſt deccitfull diſſimulation of cuill tobe done. 
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The ſecond is, when the cuill which we are rea- 
dy to doe,is yer, by a ſubtile kinde of violence, kept 
in,ſo that it comes not forth into the outward aR. 
Thus niany there are,that politiquely,by a ſmooth 
andcloſe carriage, ſmoothe, andpreſſcin many of 
their vices which if they ſhould breake forth,mighe 
hinder them in cheir deſignes ordeſires. And cxam- 
ple wee haue in Harman; who , though inwardly he 


his ſtifte knee and tour heart ;, yet as the Scripture 
ſayes,he reſr ayned himſelfe ; he brake not forth into 
any diſtemper of words but craftily concealedand 
confined his anger within the bounds of his owne 
bolome, leaſt otherwiſe the ſucceſle of his bloudy 
plot , already affented to by the King, might bauc 


| bcenc hiadred;when as by this meanes, the groſle 


C abuſc 


«Emperors & Kings: vnder the viſor of their vowed ; 


[welled with malice againſt Mordecaie , becauſe of | 
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4 & ſraxdulentiſ- 4. ding of natural infirmities of the body (as the croo- 
ſomi ſunt Plaute + 


Pſal. 140. 


b inliphtened, 


Pride a priſo. 
ner,and Pride 
| a free man. 


The decenrfulnefſe of mans beart. 


[ewes and faigned pretences of the publike good, 
would ſoone baue come tolight, and that the true 
cauſe was but a matter of priuate ſplecne againſt 
Mordecai, Thus many, whileſt they arc in petition 
of ſome office, or in expe&atior. of ſome profitor 
preferment, how witty how wily are they in the 
diſſembling of their greedy,griping, cruell, ambi- 
tions, auaricious, and other vitious diſpoſitions, 
which might make any rubin their way } Thcre 
are not ſo many , nor ſo cunning devices for the bi- 


kedneſlc of the legges,or backe, wantofa tooth,or 
ancyc, Or ſuch like) asin ſuch caſes the deceitfull 
heart will finde out for the hiding of the unnatural 
deformities of the ſoule. But let once their deſires be 
granted, then they ſhew themſelues ; then the was 
ters before ſtoprand dammed vp, runne over, and 
rage furiouſly, Henceit was that the Prophet well 
acquainted with the craft of theſe foxes, prayes; Let 
not the wicked hane his deſire,O Lord, performe not by 
thought, iſt he be proud. Why, was henotpronde 
before? Yes, inhis very wiſhes he was proud, bur 
cheh pride was locked vp, and impriſoned ; now 
his deſire being ſatisfied, it would walke abroad 
and play reakes : The meaning then of the Pro- 
pher is, that the wicked, that before the obtaine- 
mentot his purpoſe was proud inwardly, but yet 


| in policie reprefledit, would now bee proud out- 


wardly, and open the flood-gates, that the current 
might runne amaine. Andſurely ſoitis oftentimes, 
that as Saul hid himſelfein the ſtuffe , when he was 
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$441, themſelves, yer their filthy ſtuffe and baggage 
within? And that with no lefſe ſubcill fleighes,then 
once Rachel hid the [dolls , Rahab the Spies: They 
. will make eucn thoſe that do more narrowly marke 
them, beleeuc, that they hauc diſcarded , and ſent 
away packing thoſe corruptions, which yet lye le- 
cretly harboured in the cloſets of their hearts. As 
Rahab bore the Ierichuntines in hand, the Iſraclites 
were gone away , when as they lay hid vnder the 
ſtalkes of Flaxe, vpon the roofe of the houſe : Such 
ftalkes of Flaxe, luch cloakes of ſhame,as the Apoſtle 
ſpeaketh, as it were the torne ragges, and worne 
{hooes of thoſe guilefull Gibeonites, have al ſuch that 
walke craftily, to hide their filthinefſe from the eyes 
ofthe world, In whichiregard the Scripture very 
ficly bath called them genererion of Vipersztor as the 
Viper hath his teeth buried in his gummes, ſo that 
one would thinke it were a harmeleſſe beaſt, and 
could not bite ; ſo alſo haue theſe deceitfull hypo. 
crites their ſecret corners and conueyances,wherin 
they ſocunningly couchtheir wickedneſle,that one 
would take them, of all others, to be the moſt inno- 
cent. To this appertaineth that {imilitude of our 
Sauiour, Luke 11.44.WWoe be to you Seribes and Phari- 
ſes , hypocrites, for yee are as granes which appeare not , 
and the men that walke ouer them perceine not. As the 
deepe graue hides the ſtinking carkaſe, and keepes 
in the ſtench from offending any mans ſmell, that 
men walke ouer them, and yet neuer percejue the 


tobe choſen King forthe wicked in thelike caſes» 
when they looke,either by eletion,or other means, 
ro getthis orthar, very cloſely hide,thoughnor with 
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T he deceit fulneſſe of mans heart. 


euill auour tharis within : fo the deepe anddifſem» 
bling bartof man isa cunning digger of ſuch graues, 


| nay,itſelfe, as it were, isa graue, wherein their rot- 
| renneſſe and corruption lies ſo cloſcly coucred,that 


hardly the ſharpeſt noſes of ſuch as connerſe with 
them {hall bee able ro ſmell them out. So powerfull 
is policte inthe wicked to reſtraine their corruption 
from ſcandalous cruption;more by farr, ſometimes, 
chan is grace in ſume that are truely religious. For, 
looke how 1ſaack made (hew of (trangeneſle with 
Rebecca his wite, when the knowledge of that neere- 
neflc might haue hazarde4 his life : ſo doe euill men 
counterfcit a kind of (trangeneſſe, eucen with their 
beſt beloued finnes, where open familiaritie might 
be dangerous : Bur as 7/a«ck was atlength diſcoue- 
red, when 4#/melech ſaw him ſporting with her : ſo 
cheſe cloſe companions, letthem be heeded continu- 
ally, but wich ſomething more attenriuc an cye,and 
it will be hard bur ſometime or other we ſhall take 
them napping , and (as beggars fayning lameneſle 
without their crurches, without their veiles,) euen 
very familiarly ſporting themſelues with thole ſins, 
by the crafty forbearance wherecf they formerly 
deceiued vs. 

Therhird deceit in difſimulation is, ro diſſemble and 
conceale cuill already done. T he firumpet , when 
the hath caten folen bread, yer ſhe hath ſuch dex- 
-eriticin the wiping of her lippes , that not the lea(! 
crumme {hall hang on to bewray her, nor the leaſt 
(12ne of her wantonneſſe ſhall appeare: And there- 
fore boldly ſhe ſaics,7 have done no wickedneſſe. And 


| this thee carrics ſocloſely fromthe cye of the world 
that 
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| as thoſe things whicharehardeſt; namely, as 4e 
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WF he deetitfulneſſe of mans fron, 


way of an Eagle inthe ayre,not to be ſecnc after once 
flowne away ; the way of a Serpent op « Zone, gliding 
away without lcauing any impreſtion of her body 
behinde, and afterward creeping into ſome hole of 
theearth ; the way of a Shyp in the Sea, [wiftly carried | 
away with the windes;and laſtly, as the way of a man 
with a maide, that is acloſe & a chaſte virgin, that is 
keptcloſe fromthe acceſle of ſtrangers. Looke how 
hard itis for a man iudged vnworthy, togetan ho. 
neſt modeſt virgin , kepr cloſe in her parents houſe 
(which is made no lefle difficult then to get aflying 
Eagle ) ſo hard it is to diſcouer a whore, to con- 
uince her of her wickednefle. Thus s the way of an 
adwlireſſe, thatis, as hard to finde out any of the 
foure fore-mcntioned things. Her deceitfull heart is | 
ſo fruicfull a hatcher of ſhifts and cuaſions. And this 
is naturall toall the Sonnes of ,1Hdem, alter the ex- 
ampleof their Father, when they haue done euill, 
preſently torunne into the thickets to ſceke Qut co» 
uerlets to bidethere nakednefle. Sometimes by 
groſle and palpable lying , otherwhiles by the nea- 
rerand finer kinde of lying; I meanc that ſophiſtical 
Jeſniticallequiuocation:a tricke the Diuell their ma- 


——_ 
that S2/omon ſhewes itrobeas hardeo find ir our » | | | 


[ter hathtaughechem by his owneexamplez butſo | 


much the worſc in them than in him, for that hee | cquiuecation 
not {5 bad as 


the Icluices. 


equiuocated to hide his 7gnoraxce of that which he 
could not reueale : theſe <quiuocate to hide their | 
#nowledge of that they can and ought to reueale : 
for being ſomerimes poſedwith ſome queſtions con- 
cerning future cuents, and not knowing well what 
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then [eſuires 


will doc, 


[ 


co anſwere, and yet not willing to loſe his credit | 
with his blinde worſhippers, cither by filence or |: 
plaine ſpeech,he ſhaped his anſweres in ſuch an am |' 


P 


biguous houering manner, that, which way ſocucr | 


T he deceit fulneſſe of mans heart. 


the cuent ſhould fall out, it could not fall out amiſle 
co his anſwer; becauſe being vpheld with this 
prop of Equiuocation, it would ſtand true cuen jn 
contrary cucnts. Thus when in his Prophets he was 
demaunded by 4/46 concerning his going to warre 
againſt Ramoth Gilead, and the ſuccelle thereof, hee 


| 


which is more _ 


the King - Yea, but of what King,thou lying equi- 
' uocating Spirit? whether into thz hands of the 41- 
werſary King to be ſubdued,or of it owne King to be 


but ſpeaketh ſuſpenſely and vacertainely, to gull 4- 

ha5,and make him runne head»Jong vpon his owne 
deſtruction, And yet here once againe, marke how 

the Diuels equiuocating is not all-out fo bad as the 
leſuites : for hee confeſlerth his equiuocating ro bee 
plaine lying ; 7 wil gee ſaith he, and be a lying ſpirit 
in the mouthes of the Prophets, Hce was onely an 
equiuocating ſpirit in their mouthes: for the words 
in ſome ſenſe, and as the Diucll might interpret 
] chem , might bcetrue, and yet he grants that his 
| wordes, though neuer ſo qualified withequinoca- 
ting quirkes, were no better then lyes. But the Icſu- 
ites, not hauing ſo much as the Diuels ingenuity in 
| them, ſtick notto iuſtificthcir equiuecations as juſt 


| and lawfull. The wicked deceitfulnefſe whereof 


the Divels praiſe, cucn of it ſelfe alone, without 
Bi confclion,is ſufficient to diſcouer : for ( beſides 
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anſwered, Goethe Lord willdeliuer it into the hands of | 


reſcued and dcliuered? This he determines not, | 
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the examplealready mentioned, and his dai:y pra- 
Riſein his crooked Oracles among the heathen: ) 
Thus dealrhe at the firſt with our firſt Parenes, eel- 
lingthem, that by cating the forbidden fruit, thcir 
eyes ſhould bez opened, and they ſhoald bee as Gods, 
tyowing good 4ndenill. Now the knowledge of euil] 
is two-told : 1. Apureand ſimple knowledge of it, 
init ſelfe. 2. Afeel:;ng and experimemaliknowledge 
of it in our ſelues. T he Diuell indeed meant onely 
this latter, poſſefling,yert the mindes of 4 damand 


former. Now itthe Diucl ſhould hauc been challen. 
ped for deceiuing , had not his defence bcene ready 
with this ſhield of cquiuocation; might he not hane 


his ſpeach ſpeaketh, verſcg.why? arenotmy words 
true? are not youreycsnow opencd to ce your cr- 


your ſcluesto bee naked, and ſo haue nat you that 
knowledge of cuill, which I promiſed,cuen a knows 
ledgeariting out of your owne experience? and yet 
for all this, Pasl for this fat cals him a coſcner,and 
our Sauiour a murtherous lyer. This wont of his 
hee kept with Chrift himſelfe 3 when{hewing him 
onely the (hadowes and imaginary repreſentations 
of things, hee aide, Al theſe will 1 gine thee. A 


ed he with Saul, taking vpon him co fore-rell future 
events inthe/hands of God , 7 o morrow thou and thy 
ſonnes ſhall be with me, that is, {hill dye. How came 
{ che diuell ro be of Gods counſell,thart he can fo cer- 
tainly determine the end of any.mans dayes, which 


C4 are 


ſaid cuen that which Moſes, hauing reference to this | 


rour, which before you ſaw not? doe not you know | 


great catch ſure; eucn iuſt nothing. Thus alſo play- | 


Ene with an apprchenlion, and expeRation, of the |. 


2 


Genefis.3.5, 
Uluſtrarcd. 


2 Cor.tt.3, 
I oh.$,44. 


Matth.4.9 


' 1,Sam.2*.19. 


Inter pieces 


<a. . 


—— 


| The wor (ts 
.0770w) how. 
taken. 
Mat.6,34- 

Exod. 13. 14- 

; Buid fit futu- 
-umcras, ſuge 


Td onpeegor 
aol lacs, 7 


&vproy 715 vids, | 


+ F. 154 


1 


Ioh.$. Ap 


[1 


\ 


— ES 6d bh 


: quarere Hor, 


—_ 


The deceirfulnefſe of mans beart. 


are numbred with God? no, hee doth not define it | 


certainely, but ſpeakes darkcly and deceitiully : for 
[10 morr0w]doth not onely fignifie the day 1immmed:- 
ately following ;, but alſo,the time 10 come indefinitely, 
and at large;as in that of our Sauiour, Care not for to 
merrow,andin that of God, When thy ſonne ſhall aske 
thee to morrow, What #5 1h1s? that is, hercaftcr,in the 
time to come; and in that of the Poes,Secke not what 
ſhall be to morrow , and 1 care onely for to day : who 
knowes to morrow? Now indeede Saul did not dye 
thenexe day after this conference, as will appeare 
tothe more diligent perufer of the whole context 
of that Hiſtory :yet Sathen ſeeing ſome likdly hoods 
oftt, ventured ſo to ſpeak,as ifthe next day he (hold 
hauec dyed; but with all, becauſc he was not ſure of 
it, heſotempred his ſpeech with the ambiguitic of 
the word,rs morrowthat bis credit might be ſaucd, 
though Sea/had not dycdtill a yeere after. Thus we 
fec how theDiuel,as he is the Father of lyes in gene- 
rall,ſoalſo of this morc handſome and cleanly man- 
ner of lying, wherewith the deceitfullhearr of man 
victh codiffemble, and hide it ſhame, Not but that 
it aboundeth with varietie' of diuers other ſuch 
like knacks 8nd deuiſes.For we fee howDanidcould 
goc about tocloke his adultery: firſt, by ſending 
for Yriah home, and then commanding him to goe 
to his wife : ſecondly, when this rooke not, by ma- 
king himd- unk,thinking wine would perſwade bim 


| better then words:thirdly,when neither this would 


fadge., by murthering of him, and marrying of his 
wite.Bur of all others fetches,nonetothis ofthe «r- 
1ificiall ze, diſguiſed by equinecation - all other lycs 
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are the Diucls brats, /9b» 8, 44. but this is his firſt 
borne; andthis is moſt in requeſt with his Scho- 
lers atthis day , and therefore we have the longer 


inſiſted vpon it. And fo much for diſkmulation of 


euill, 

' Diſſcmbling ofgeod is, when weeconceale and 
ſmoother that grace and conſcience whichis in vs, 
being in ſuch places and companies, where ſuch 
thinges may bee preiudiciall varo vs. Thus many 
Proteſtants, being in places of Idolatric, honour the 
Maſſe with their preſence. Thus many of the cot. 
uerted Corinthians, ouer-taken with the humane 
temptation, 3s Paw/termethit,thatis, a temptation 
ariſing from humane frailty;too much fearing men, 
gratificd their Idolatrous acquaintance with their 
preſence at the Idols feaſts, And ſo by anoutward 
ſhew of [dolatrie,they did hide thatinward hatred 
of Idolatty that the Lord had wrought in them. 
Thus alſo did Peter himſelfe, ouer-come with the * 
ſame temptation, 1udsize inthe preſence of the 


{ Tewes , conforming himſelfe totheir Ceremonies, 


contrary to his owne, both knowledge, 4s, r0.15. 
28. and former praiſe. Gal.2, 12, And thus fome 
profeſſors being in the company of the prophane, 


will not ſticke to game, toguſle, and ſweare with | 


them : cuery way ſo carrying themſelues,that they 
ſeeme to care for nothing more in ſuch companies, 
then that their language may notbewray them to 
be Gali/2195,. or their countenance to be ſuch as 
thoſe which are going vp to /eruſalems., O my bro- 
ther,what a ſhame is this for thee,ts be aſhamed of 


tharwhichisthy Crowne,thy glory? How vawor- |. 
thy | 
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Diſimulicion 
of cuill 15 ncc. 
ſo bad as dil- 

ſimulation of 


299d, 
Pray I7:7s 


Nulius pote?ji- 
muiare fe mall! 


quiaver oper | the difſembling of our grace,and making ſemblance 
bonenuilu > | of wickednes,as we hurtour owne, ſoalſo the ſoules 


mulatle mais, 
ſs antem opera 
mala jatint,ma. 
; | 

lus et. T ho. 
&, $eteQu+3eart, 
T, 


thy art thou of the grace of God, who offerctt ir, | | ® 
ind.ſo Ged himſelielo vile an indigoirie? Ifitbea|. © 
(bame among men for a childe, though never fo | 
much aduanced aboue his poore father , ro bee a- | 
ſhamed of him in regard of his meannes, what then | 

for vs to be athamed of ourheanenly Farher,ſo fv!l | 
of glory and maieſtic 2 -[f it were a ſhame for Dasid | 
to play che naurall foole , much more fora Chri- | 
{tian to play the propbane foole, tro mike ſhew of | 
wickedAelle, Surely yer ofthe two deceits, this is 
farre the worle, to make men belecue wee are not 
religious when wee are, then contratily, True in- 
deedez The lip of excellercie doth wot become a foole:ir 
is naught when wicked men will be viing gracious 
ſpeech, to ſeeme religious : but much lefſe 40th lying 
beſceme a worthy may : Itis farre worſe when good 
men will vſe the faſhion of the wicked, For in the | © 
diſſembling of vice,and fayningof godlines,though | 2 


—— 


| 


we doc hurt toour (clues , yet we may doe good to | 
others by our example; cauſing them'to doe that in 
truth, which our ſelves doe onely in bypocrifie, As 
oftentimes ſtage-plaiers,by fained mourning, wring 
forth true teares out of the ſpeRators eyes, But in 


of many others, flc{hing and hardning themſclues 
in finne, by our example. 

Bus hecre, happily;ſome will ſay,thar it is impol- 
 {iþle for any to faine himſelfe to be wicked ; foral- 


muck as none can counterfeit wickednefle by doing |: 
that which is good : and hee that doth rhat which 


| is euill,is no;counterfeir, buta wicked man indeed. 
Anſw, 
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The deceitfulueſſe of mans heart. 


' CA4nſw. 1. Theare many indifferent ations in 
themſclues, which yer hauean appearance of euill, 
by . doing wherota man may faine wickednelle. 
* | 2.[amanycuillaRions there isa two-foldeuill, | 
® [Firſt, the cuill-1rſelfc that is done : Secondly , the 
| euill thacis ſignified by that which is done. Asin 
b loſephs (wearing by the life. of Pharaoh, in Peters lu: 
daizing,in /choſhapbatsioyning with 4habin affini- 
tie , and ſociety of warre - belides the euill of the 
ations themſclues,there isa furthercuill ſignified, 
| namely,that 1oſep/ is as prophane as the«£gyprians, 
' lehoſhaphatas idolatrous as Ahab,Peter as (uperftiti- 
| 0u5 a3 any of the [ewes, Now,howſocuer they: that 
; doceuillare indeede cuill in regrd of the firſt kinde- 
of cuill, yet not in regard of the ſecond. When a pro- 
feſlor weares long hayre,he doth cuill, but yer hee 
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fore he makes ſhew of that euill to be in him, which 


© words, as hce that told Danid hee had ſlaine Sas!, 


| which allo hane theirlanguage. And this is, when 
| | wee doc foms leſſer euill,charcarries wirh it a foule 
= | note, and (hrewd ſuſpition of a greater euill, of the | 


ſhould hane ſaid, I care for thetruc God as little as | 
the eZzyptians, who ſeeth nor but that he {hould 
haue fained that wickednelle to bee in himſelfe, | 
which intrath was no:? Mow, by ſwearing by P/a- | 
| raohs | 


is not cuillin that kinde ofwickedneſſe, which this | 
ation ſcemesto import. For to weare long haire | 
2 [is commoaly a badge of a royſter, or rufhan, yer | 
che profeſlor is not ſuch a one indecde. And there- | 
indeed is not, For,as a man may be-lye himſelfe in | 


when indeed hee had not; fo alſo in his deedes, |: 


| which yer wearg innocent. If 7oſeph with his mouth | 
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| reohs lite, in cftcR he ſaid as much. 


| «camber. Wherefore as 1acob to get !ſack: bleſling 
| get the bleſſing and praiſe of men, in outward | | 


| 


Thelc be the deceirs of Diſormulation: The deceir| - 
ot Simelation is ſpecially that, whereby men make 
{ew of that graceand godlineſle which either they 
haue notat all , or elfe not in that meaſure they 
make ſhew of, being ſpecially [ſwayed withthe ini. 
ſter reſpetts of gaine andglory. To make (hew of 
more graccthen indeede is, may be incident tothe 
godly : bur to make ſhew of grace when there is not 
any at all, no nor; ſo much as the leaſt liking of ir, 
this is peculiar to the wicked. With wbom thaz | - 
miſchievous Mechiauilian precept ſo much preuai- | % 
leth;7 hat vertae is ſelfe ſhould not be ſought after but | 7 
only the appearancegbecauſe the credit u a belpethe we | © 


put on Eſauscloathes ; ſo doe theſe hypocrites, to 


habite apparell chemſclues ltke Chriſtians. And as | ® 
[acob thereby deceiucd {{act, fo doe theſe often- | ©: 
times the moſt iudicious Chritians ; like as the 
figge-tree with her lcaucs deceiued Chriſt, and as 
the empty boxes in Apothecarics ſhops, with their | ' 
faire titles writted vpon them, deceiue the igno- | 

rant comers in. Though their hearts be baſe,und 
vilecarthen pots,yct chey mult be ouer-laide with 
the filuer droſle of glozing, and glorious wordes. 
Thus hypocrites ſpeake not eur of, bur contrary to 
the abundance of their hearts. Whentheirlips, 
like good mens, fcatrer knowledge , their hearts at 
the ſamceime, naughtineſſe. They know them- | * 
[clues tohaue Lyons 8reth, & yet womens haires muſt 


ago are; , 
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0n,to be dragons,and yetthe /ambes hornes mult on, 
land that as once among the Iews many rude vn- 
lettered and vnnurtured ruſtickes wore the rough 


garment ofthe Prophets, namely to deceiue. Some | 


Painters haue had ſuch a gittinthe liucly expre(- 


Ezech,13-4s 


| 


ſing of the formes of Birds and otherBeafts, that | 


eruc Birds and liuing Beaſts haue beene deceiued in 
raking them for their mates. Butthe hypocrite puts 
downe the Painter : for by his glozing and glte- 
ring ſhewes, inall outward workes he doth fo per- 
fe&tly reſemble the true Chrittian, that he decei- 
ueth not,as the Painter, ſilly Birds, but reaſonable 
men; yea , learned and experienced Chriſtians. 
Whence ir commetrh to paſſe, that as the Horſe 
neighed at the _— of a Horſe, asif ic had bin a 
truc horſe, and as the Calfe inthe Epigram, went 


to ſucke the teates ofa painted Cowe;ſoeucn ſome- 


time the wiſeſt Chriſtians, alike deccived with the 
counterfcits, embrace andentertaine them as their 
fellowes,thinking to ſucke ſome ſweetneſle of grace 
out of them: for as the «Aigyprian Tuglers outwardly 
repreſented Moſes miracles, and ſo deceived Pha- 
raoh:\o doe hypocrites the pictic and zeale of Chri- 
ſtians, and thereby bleare the eyes of the godly. 
Nay, oftentimes, 8s falſe gold in gliſtering goes be- 
yond true , and once their hyred mourners in 1a. 
mentation, beyond: the deceaſed partics owne 
friendsz and fawning flatterers in outward com- 
plements of friendſhip, beyond true friends them- 
ſelues ;{o may hypocrites in outward workes ſeeme 


to carry it away from the ſoundelt Chriſtians. Hy. 
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and propounderth it onely for outward imitation ? 
yer here for all that,the #7424110 exceedeth in ſome 
points,the /empleythe pidture,thepatierre.ls the true 


| Chriſtian hot in prayerthe will wear: Is he ſomerhing | 


more ſorrowfull? he will weepeand blubber. Inprea- | 
ching cryes he? he will roare. In hearing doth he bur | 

lift vp bis band ? he willlift vp his v9yce. Doth hce | | 
bur fee h ſoftly? he will cry out amaine. Doth he run? 
he will ga//op. Doth the truc-hearted Pablicane looke 
with his cyes on the ground ? the hypocriticall | 2 
ewes will hang downe their heads like Ba/lrnſhes, | > 
when yertheir hearts ſtand vpright enough. Doth 
Timothie weaken his conſtitution by abſtinence ? | 
the Phariſce will neuer giue over till his complexi- | 
on bee wholly withered and wanzed. Doth Paul |: 
corre& his body with milder corre@ion,as it were 
a blow on the cheeke? the J7eſuite will martyr his || 
ſides with his ſeucrer diſcipline of Scorpions - Whi- | * 
ther will not pride and vain-glory ſpur onthe hypo» | 
crite? Gods glory carries the ſincere Chriftian no | 

further than ro LHartyr dome; there is the higheſt | 
pitch of outward workes, performable by a Chri- 
ſtian ; and yet vaine glory driues the hypocrite thi- 
theralſo. As Saint A#ſten notably ſhewes, writing | 

vpon thoſe words of the P ſalmi#? ; Thou knoweſt the || 
ſecrets of the heart - that for thy ſake we are ſlaine con- | ? 
© zinually. What meanes this (faith the learned Fa- | % 
« ther) he knowes the ſecrets of our hearts ? what 
< betheſe fecrers * Surcly theſe, that for thy ſake |? 
« weeareſlaincallthe day long. Thou and I may | |; 
« ſcea man to beſlaine; but why hce is (laine thou | 


* canſt not tell : This God knowes; it is hidden | | 
from 
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« from vs,euen in the very Catholique Church: 
« Thinke yce there neuer were any Catholiques, or 
&« that now there may not bee ſome, that would 
« ſyffer onely forthe praiſe of men ? If there were 
«not ſuch kinde of men, the Apoſtle would not 
« haueſaid, Though 1 giue my body to be burned, 
© and haue not charity, I am nothing. There may 
' be ſome therefore that nazy doe this, rather in rhe 
vanity of boaſting , than in the ſincerity of louc. 
Sofarre uHuiten, Whereby it may eaſily apppeare 
how ſtrange are the feates and fainings of mans 
deceitfull heart, Iugglers deluſions are more cally 
eſpiable than theſe of a falſe and fayning heart. 
Hence it is chat in Scripture hypocriſle is compa- 
red to /caven,which our eyes cannot diſtinguifh from 
dowe by the co/0u7; but onely our palate by the tf. 
| | Ourhandsaremore competent Iudpes for theſe de- 
|2 | ceiuers,thanoureares ; which will ſoone be bewir- 
|! | ched with their goodly , and glorious words. But 
| let vs begin tohandlethem but alietle,and preſently 

wee {hall feele ſuch roughneſle, ſuch a thornineſle, 
that wee may truely ſay, The voyce of Iacobz but the 
hands of Eſay. 

And thus much briefly for the: firſt branch of this 
doQrine of the hearts deceitfulneſſe, The vie where. 
of is two-fold, 

Firſt, to teach vs wiſedome and warineſſein gi- 
uing entertainement in our hearts to others ; that 
wee doe not preſently ſet open the doores to tet in 
all. No, though chey be ſuch as come commended 
| vntO- vs, with allthegrace that outward ſhewes can 
| lend them. Otherwile, if we be negligent herein 
| as 


med 


| 
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T he deceirfulneſſe of mans heart. 


as once the Patriarkes by their readincfſe ro ho- 
ſpitalitie, in ſtead of men, recciued holy Angels;fo 
we contrarily, by our readincſle to beleene, making 
our hearts common Innes for cuery onetolodgein, 
in tcadeofboly Angels , may quickly receiue the 
fouleand filthic Fiends : for falſe prophets chem + 
ſclues,as Chriſt tels vs,come 7#n fheepes cloathing,and 
ſothe Diucll bimfelfe iransfigared into an Angell of 
light. How humbly didthoſe captains preſentthem- 
ſelues before /ceremy,deſiring bis prayer, his counſel, 
and promiling obedience ? and yet they had reſol- 
ued before hand whar to doc, and did but diſſemble 
intheir hearts, inthcirſo religious aſhew of com- 
ming to the Prophet, How ealily may good /ere- 
mie _ decciued with ſuch faire ſhewes? In the A- 
poliles times did not the falſe Seducers, which ſer- 
Rom.16.189, | ucd notthe Lord 7eſws , but their owne bellies, yer 
ans with faire and flattering ſpeech deceiue the hearts 
=” | oftheſimple,andmake marchandiſc of their ſoules? |? 

| Did they not make great (hewes of more than ordi- |? 

nary bumility and mortification? or what auſterity | 2: 

| is there among the Papiſts,or what zeale in wooing | 

and winning of Proſclites, with which chat of the | 
Phariſees may not compare? Try wee then the I 
Spirits before weetruſt them: for though men may | # 
compoſe their faces and falhions to neuer ſo great 
ſhewes of pictie, yerfora'l that ſeven abominations 
may lye couched in their deceitfull hearts : And 
therefore, when our Sauiour tells vs, that by heir 
Marth 7.16, | [7045 we (ball know fal'e Prophets, hee meaneth nor 
= interpreted, | ſo much the fruits of their liues which in outward 
| appearance,andin the iudgemeyt of men,may be as 
| good|} 


[crem,g 42, 
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ood , as the true Prophets ; (for they come in 
' {hcepes cloathing) asof their dotrine, That wee 


bee carried away with rhe pompous oltentation,ci- 
ther of their words or workes. 

Soalſo among our ſclues, we muſt not preſently 
reach forth the right hand of fellowſhip ro cucry 
one that beginneth ro cry, Lord, Lord; bur firſt we 
muſt weigh chem inthe ballance of the SanAuary , 
ro ſee whether they be currant metall or no. 1chaes 
queſtion is fit for all good Chriſtians, topropound 


their ſociety, 1s thy beart vpright ? As Chriſt would 
not truſt ſome that ſcemed to truſt him, becauſc hee 
knew them well enough, ſo neither ſhould we, be. 
cauſe we doe not know them. See how ſcrupulous 
the Chriſtians were at firſt ro recciue S. Pawlinto 
rheir company, which was not ſo much dainty wice- 


=] of mans hcart doth neceſſarily vrge vs.It is not good 
E indeed to wrong any man with groundleſſe ſuſpitions, 
21 ſoncither isit go 
1 caſie credalitie. The ſameſpirit that ſaith , Charitre | 
1 beleenerh all thing, faith alſothata foole beleenerh af 
3 things : And c 
ſuſpitions,{o neither lightly credulows. 


weſſe,as inſt cautelouſneſſe, whereto the decceitfulnes 
to wrong our ſclues with ovey- | 


aritie is no foole. Asitis not eaſely 


Secondly, we muſt all cake notice of this corrup- 
tion of our hearts, whereby we are ready todeceiue 
our brethren , what by faignming, what by diſſem- 
bling. As Saint /ob» ſpcaketh of finne in generall,ſo 
I of rhis particular, If we ſay. we hauc no deccitful- 


neſſe of heart , wee decciuc our ſelues, &c, Wee are |! 
ready | 


_— — — 


D 


muſt heede ſpecially,tryingit by the word,and not | 
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 couenant in their ſlaunders, thefrs,adulteries (hew 


ready to take notice of this in others , and wee may _ 


” 
Pg 
- 


heare foulc mouthed perſons caſting the aſperſion |. © 


of hypocriſie vpon ſuch as deſeruc it farre leife then 
chemſclucs, For theſe carnell and looſe Goſpellers , 
they, of all others, are the groſlceſt hypocrices, that 
in their outward profeſſion they make in the pub- 
lique worſhip of God, hauc 4 forme of godlineſſe,but 
indeed haue denyed the power thereof,being reprobate 
to enery good worke, that by making coucnant with 
Godin facrifice,ſeeme to be Saints, yetby breaking 


themſclues to be Diucls ; and therefore asthe Di- 
uell in the Goſpell was commanded (ilence, when 
he began totake the name of leſus into his mouth, 
ſo alſo theſe, hat haſt thon to doe t8 take my name in- 
10 thy mouth, gc. And yet theſe hypocrites that can 
not ſee the huge beame of hypocriſy in their owne 
eye , mult needs bee tampering with thelirtle mote 
in their brethrens, O that once wee could learne to 


leaue this prying intoothers,and turne our eyes vp- || 


on our (clues; for the Prophet heere ſaich, 7 he heart 
nor ofthis kindeof men,or that, but in generall cha- 
lenging vs all, The heart & deceitful, Either then de- 
nic thy ſelfe ro be a man , or confeſle thy deceirful- 


neſſe. And indeede whoſe heart is there that can | 
plead guiltleſſe ? whocan with good conſcience be- | 
fore Gods tribunall ſay, | am not ſowred withthis |* 
lcauen?nay, how truc is Sal/omons complaint, Euery || 
man boaſteth of his owne goodneſſe, but who ſhall finae | © 
4 faithfall mas? as in thar one particular of /b:rality, || 


ſo in the generall of Chriſtianity , that performerh 


Ak. 
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full out as much ia workes,as he maketh ſhew ofin 
words 
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words. Such a one is a blacke Swan, an odde man , 
ſcarſe one of a thouſand, co be wondred at with our 
Sauiours Ecce, Behold a true 1ſraclite, 36. How ma- 


drawne before ir to hide it ſeife? Theeyes, the fore- 
head, the countenance lyc often,the rongue how 
often? whocan ſay of all char cuer he hath written, 
that S, Paul of his Epiſtles ro the Corinth : we write 


no other things then thoſe you read? thatis,that which 


{ yourcad written is inde<d written as well in our 


hearts as in this paper ;z and ſo of his ſpeeches, and 


you heare, I hane no other face then that you lee, 
which as thepainted (trumpet cannot ſay, ſoneicher 


| can the guilefull diſſembler that painterh ouer his 


malicious and dogged countenance with laughter, 
and ſweet ſmilings,and ſuchlike ſemblance of faire 
and louely lookes;Ranſacke we therefore our owne 


———c 
— — 


hearts, and finding any of the vizors ofdeccitful- 
neſſe, let vs take them off by repentance. This is the 
beſt vncaſing of the hypocrite z namely, when hee 
(hall vn-caſe himſelfe : not when God [hall vn-caſc 
him by judging himzbut when he ſhal vn-caſe him- 


ſclfe by iudging,and humbling himſelfe : not when 


| God (hall doc it by condemnation,but himſelfe by re- 


formation : not when God (hall waſh out thy pain- 


|% | rings with the daſhing tempeſts of his iudgement, 


but when thy ſelfe (hal: waſh chem out with the 


| [weete dew of thy repenting , and weeping eyes, 


being angry with thy ſelfe for former deceir, and 
now turning ſhowes into ſabſtance, ſhadowes into 
truth,a double heart and cioucn rongue,into a heart 

D of 
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ay coucrs and curtaines hath cuery ones heart | 


countenance, I ſpeake no other things then thoſe. 


je 


lohns. 


Kul tis enim ſo- | 


wiulitionum in- 


wolucris tegitur,, ' 


& quaſs velis 
quibuſdam ob. 
tenditur vniufe 


cutnſyg, nature; } 


frons,ecult,uul- 
tus perſepe men» 
H1untar , ora « 
tio v00 ſepiſſ- 
es Tullad 2. 
fratrem, 

2. Cor.1.13, 
interpreted, 


The beſt vn« 
caling of the 
hypocrite ,is 
when he vaca« 
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and fo pse- 
uents Gods 
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repentance; fell from thy fitions to repent ſeri- 


ted to haue fallen out, when among a company of 


| not, but thou wilt rather tay, till Gods hand 


of ſimplicicy,and lips of ſincerity, Polus an ator on 
the ſtage,in therepreſcncation ofgriefe,remembring 
the death of his owne ſonne, fell trom his perſonate 
fained mourning to weeping in good earneſt, and to 
cry out amaine in the birrernes of his ſpirit : ſo | 
ſhouldeſt thou , who hitherto, as an ator on the 
Stage,onely to pleaſe men, haſt made ſemblance of 


ouſly, and in good ſadnes. Bur alas, bow many 
of vs doe quite contrary to that of Polws?for be per- | 
formed thetruth of that whereofoncly the 7m#175- 
onand reſemblance was expeRcd; we only the ſemv- 
blance of that , whereof the very #z#:h it ſelfe is ex. 
peed. He - indeed, when he was thought one- 
ly to counterfeit: we counterfcitgricfe when we do, 
at leaſt would bee thought to grieue indeede. But it | 
ſhall be beſt for vs to imitate him, and in the middeſt | + 
of our hiſtrienicall and hypocriticallrepentance, to 
rurneto the true praiſe of repentance, plucking off 
our vizors, and making ourowne faces as faire as 
our vizors. [tis fearefull, which fometimes is repor- 


counterfeit Diucls onthe Stage,the true Diuel ſhall 
come in and chaſe away theſe fained- but it is com- 
fortable , when among the company of many pain- 
ted and gilded graces , the truth of grace it ſelfe at 
length commetb, cauſing all thoſe ſhowesto goe a- 
way, 2s the body the ſhadow. | 

Thus, if thine owne hand ſhall vn-maske thee, | © 
it {hall bee for thy credite, and comfort, if | - 


come to vamaske thee, (forcertainly every bypo 
crite | 


th. a. "I th ct. _— — 
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that by doing it himſelfe , can ſave both God a la- 
bour,and himſelfe paine! Thou ſhalt find how fearc. 


| ſhall plucke thy maske from thy face, andthy head 
| from thy body, both at once ; he will vnuizourand 
vncolour thee thou coloured hypocrite, he will 
{trike thee thou painted wall to thy ſhame and con- 
faſion; ir may bee in this life, by giuing thee 0- 


| gether with their outward profcihon of the truth, 


uer into the hands of Sathan, and the power of 
his temptations , that thou {houldeſt fall into Apo- 
ttafic, and with Demes , imbrace the preſent warld. 
For ſuch as profeiſſe onely in hypocrifie , and to- 


receiue not inwardly the louc of che truth, vn- 
to ſuch the Lord ſhall ſend the efficacre of erronr , 
that they ſhould beleeue lyes, Butif in this life, God 
thus detc& not thine aſſes eares vnder thy Zyons 


«tin, alluredly hee will doe it throughly in the 
life ro come at thelaſt day , when hee (hall trip 
thee ſtarke naked of all thy cleakes of craftineſſe , 
wherewith thou veiled(t thy ſhame here,and pre- 
ſent thee before that gencrall aſſembly, 
aSit were on the Stage, a laugh- 
ing ſtocke to Men and 
Angels. | 


masked either by God or himlclfe ; O happie hee 


| full a thing it is to fall into the hands of God, which 
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which is, 


| 
{ Two-fold. 


t.Intheminde 
L and affeRions 
ioyntly ,thew- 
ing irſel:ein 

' foure things, 

] 1.1niudging, 


| 
: 1,Of our per- 
| | ſons :where 
{ three deccits, 
+——2 wang 

| That wee are 
. notſoill as wz 
- arezcirher in 
| regard ofthe 
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Cnaye. II]. 


Of the deceir whereby wee indge our ſelnes noz 19 bee [0 
enill,as indeed we ave. 


<PE22E haue briefly runne over the former part 
AMAD of the hearrs deceitfulnefle,whereby ir de- 
» cciueth 8rhers, not it ſe/fe, with the ſeuc- 
rall parcels thereof: now wee come tothe ſecond 
| part of deceirfulneſſe, and that farre more deepe 
and dangerous then the former ; namely , thar 
which wee may call /e{fe-decert , whereby wee dc. 
ceiue cuen owr ſel/ues, ſornetime rogetber with, ſum. 
times againe withour,decciuing others beſides. 

This deccitfulncfle may be conſidered either in 
che minde or affe&ions /oynrly together, or inthe 
-ffeions ſeparately,and by themſeclues. 

The former deccitfulneſle ſhewes it felfe ſpecial- 
ly in fourcthings : 1.in #wqging:2.in perſwading-3.in 
promiſing : 4. in pradtiſing. For the firſt, which is in 
indging, though it may ſeeme that iudgment belongs 
properly to the mind,yet becauſe here the affeRions 
interpoſe themſclues, and the erroneous iudgement 
of the minde commonly receiueth it tinture from 
theaffeions, I doc therefore equally intereſt both 
the inde and affed7ions in this firſt deceir. Now the 
deceit of the heart iudging, is cither in iudging of 
our perſons,or of our actions. 

[n-iudging of our perſans there are ſpeciall three 
aecrits;,whereof the firſt is, when wethinke,through 


| 


| time, 


pr OE 
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| pride and ignorance, that weeare not ſobad, as in 
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eruth we are. And thisdeceitis not onely in regard 
ofthat wee iudge of our (clues tor the time preſent , 
but alſo pa#, and to come. 
For the time preſent, how many are there, groſe- | , p;cccq;. 
ly tainted with many horrible Sinnes, which yetin | 
nocaſe they will be broughtto ſecoracknowledge? 
nay,ſo farre are they blinded through ſe/fe-lone,and 
ſelfe-deceit, char they will bee atdaggers-drawing 
with any that ſhall offer co lay ſuch matters co their 
charge. The Phariſee cackles and crakes in the 
Goſpell,that heis not vninft, nor an ex/ortioner, he | 11k cs.u;, | 
thought himfelfe freeenough from thoſe fins, and 
yetour Sauiour, who could not be decciued , faſte» 
neth this imputation vponthat whole 774be, that 
howſocuer the out-{ide ofthecup and platter were 
very exquilitely mundified , yer the in-{ide was f#// 
of ranenings,and wickedneſſe.\Vhereupon he exhor- 
ceth them by Almes to make cleanc thoſe Diſhes 
which cuen ſwimmed with bloud, in regard the 
meates in them were gotten by euill meanes, as by 
deuouring of Widdowes houſes through colour of 
long prayers; by teaching childreneuen to ſtarue 
their owne parentsto offer tothe Alcar, that is in- 
deede, to their paunches andpurſes, Was nottbis 
vRiuſtice and extortion; and yet becauſe it was 
ſamerhing morecleancly carried, and not ſo grolle, 
and apparant as that ofthe Pablicanes,or common | 
thecues, therefore he bleſſeth himſelfein a ſuppoſed 
freedome from that fin,and triumpheth , ſaying, 7 
4m no extortioner,no vuinſ perſon: Nay,out of thine 
owne mouth ſhaltthou beiudged , thou deceitful! 
Phariſee; That ſhall caſt thee: For, when after thou 
; D 4 ſaycſt { 
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T be deceit fulneſſe of mans heart. 
ſayeſt,wor 4s this publican;is not this ſhamefull inju- 
{tice for thee /9 iudge another mans ſernantythat tan- 
aeth or falleth to his owne Maſter? And when atter- 
ward thou glorieſt in thine owne vertues , of faſting 
and paying of tythes, as though by theſe things 
thou hadit deſerued co be kept by God, from break- 
ing outintothe ſcandals of adultery and extortion , 
art not thou an cxtortioner inthe bigheſt degree, 
chat goeſt about to extort and wring from God 
himſelfe his moſt precious treaſure his glory,which 
hee will notgiue to another ? Thus many, with the 
Phariſce , thinke themſclues innocent enoggh of | 
theft, and ſuch like crimes,and will wiſh they could 
no more be touched with other finnes, when in- 
deede they -haue their hands very deepe in theſc 
| tranſgreſſions ; vſually robbing their brethren of 
their good name, whichbeingaboue ſilucrand gold, 
the theft thereof muſt needs, proportionably, be a- 
boue thetheft of ſiluer and gold, which is puniſhed 
| with the gallowesz nay , robbing God himſelfe of 
his worſhip; of his Sabboth, the time, and of his 
Tithes, the props ot hisworlhip. What a mockery 
isit then forthee to talke of paying man his dues , 
when thou denyeſt God his? Or isittheft to rob 
thy fellow ſubie&t, and not to robthy King, and 
Soucraigne? So againe, we may heare othets purge 
themſelnes of couctoulſnefle, as though they were 
notatall giuventhat way, onely vpon this ground, 
becauſe they are no miching and ſcraping nig- 
gards, but rather waſtfull and riotous prodigals. 
| Not conſidering that their prodigality cannot bee 
 vpheld, but by couctouſnefſe, in ſeeking tor more, 
than 
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ſtabbe,thinke themſelues of an beroical[pirit, and in 
| no hand would indure the imputation of Puſillani- 


The deceiifulneſſe of mans heart. $1 


than Godhath allotted, and thatby vngodly and 
vniuſt praftiſes.So others free themlſelues of pride, 
onely becauſe they exceed notin their apparell , as 
others, when yet inwardly they are ſwollen with 
ſcife-conceit, and no men thinke better of them» 
ſelues , thanthey doe, Oug ruffling and (waſhing 
cutters, with whoma wordand ablow, alzeand a 


mitie, of baſeneſſe of minde and cowardize, Yet | 
the truth is, they are moſt baſe, and vile cowards, | 
flauiſhly yeelding to their owne vile afteRions , | 
which to onercomeand by repentance to bereuens- | 
ged of, isa farre greater argument ofa noble and 
generousfpirit,thanto purſuc ſoegerly thereuenge 
of cuery petty iniurie , which the Apoltle diſgra- BG 
ccth by a word that {ignifieth #firmitie , and boſſe of wane Wo 
victory, It it were true valour , why ſhould not 
they be as hazardous of their eſtates and liues, for 
Chriſts ſake and the Goſpell, when occaſion re- 
quires? But then none ſo faint-hearted and daſtard- 
ly as they. Infinite were it to follow all the parti- 
.cularities, whereby this deceit might bee exempli- 
fied. Of alt others this is the moſt generall branch 
thereof, when men thinke they have not ſuch and 
ſuch corruptions, becauſe they feele not the 
powerfull operation of them, by reaſon of Gods re- 
ſtraining band. Many naturall men there arc 
whom God neuer renewed by his grace , in whom 
yer hee ſo moderateth and bridleth many corrup- 
tions, as pride, luſt, crueltie , &c. that they breake 
not forth. Hence ſuch men deceitfully __ 
that 
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| ance of them, As though a Lyon wereno Lyon 


es 


that they arc framed of ſome pure mold, and are 
of a better nature and diſpoſition , free altogether 
from fuch corruptions, becauſe free from theannoy- 


when fettcred that he cannot rampe; or a Theife 
no theefe, when managed that he cannot ſteale z or 


the Rtoneno ſtone , when ſo bedded inthe bladder 


chat it cannot greatly vexe. Leſt therefore wee de- 
ceive our (clues in this point , it Nandeth vs in band, 
diligently to examine whether the reſt and {lence of 
our corruption be from the 7eſtra:ning,or the rexew- 
ing ſpirit, frem the grace of God ſ#ppreſſing it,or op- 
preſſing t,from want of a winae diſpoſed, or of an oc- 
caſion to bee propoſed for the drawing forth of the 
corruption ? 

As thus wee are deceined in iudging of our ſelues 
for the time preſent,ſo alſo peſt, and to come : for the 
time paſt, wee have an example in the Phariſees, that 
faid , if they had liued in the daies oftheir Fathers , 


they would not hauc murdered the Prophets, when | . 


yer,thcir bloudy perſecution of Chrift , that raughr , 
no other dofrine then that which the Prophets of 
old had done,might ſufficiently diſcouer the deccit- 
fulneſſe of their heartsin this kinde. Thus what wic- 
ked miſcreant is there,that will not be readie to crie 
out vpon the high Prieſts , the ewes & trecherous 
Iadas, withthe reſt , that had their hands in Chriſts 
bloud; and asfor them, ifthey had then liued, they 
would haue taken Chriſts part, againſt the 7ewes,and 


ſo Hooper and Bradfords part, againſt Bonner and | 
Gardmer ? Alikely matter, they now make ſomuch | 


of thoſe in whom the piectie and zeale of thoſe holy 
| martyrs 
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| with the forwardeſt, to hauc carried a faggot to his 


| 


martyrs revived, Aſſuredly, hce that now vnder 
the Goſpel, ſheweth a ſpitefull and malicious minde 
to a good and holy Chriſtian , well may he decciuc 
bimſclfe, hee ſhall neuer deceiue me fo farre,, as to 
make me thinke otherwiſe, then thatif he had lived 
in holy Hoopers dayes, he wÞ1d haue beene ready , 


— 


ſtake;yea,if he had liucd in Chriſts dayes,he would 
haue beene ready to haue driucnin the firſt nayle 
into his body. Certainely an Herodand Herodias to 
Tohn Baptiſt , would haue beene an Ahab and Iezebell 
coElias. And yet I make no queſtion, bur if one had 
asked either Herod or Herodias what they thought 
of _Ahabsand Tezebels dealing toward Elias, and 
wharthey would haue done in like caſe, I doubt nor 
I ſay, but they would hauc condemned them to the 
very pit ofhell, and made many goodly protefſtati- 
ons, thatifthey had then lined, chey would hauec 
done farre otherwiſe:Butin aſmuch as they did the 
ſamerhings to a new E/zas, the Baptifs, thas came in 
the ſpirit and power of Elias : it was thereby euident 
what they would hauc done to the old Elias. 
Laſtly,we decciue our (clues in regard of the time 
tocome, when wee will not take that notice of our 
corruption ,asto thinke wearc in danger of falling 
hereafter intothoſe groſſe and ſcandalous ſins which 
hitherto we haue auoyded:thus many will not ſtick 
Thraſonicaly to boaſt, thar if Popery, and perſecution 
of che truth ſhould againe re-enter, yet they would 
neuer [hrink, But a notable example for this purpoſe 
is that of Peter, who had ſo opencd his cares to the 
voyce of his ownedceceitfull and lying heart, that 
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hee could not believe Chri# himfelfe , the God of | 
truch, fore. warning him of his three-fold deniall;be | 
could not be perſwaded chere was ſo much wicked- 
nes in his heart.So Hazacl, when the Prophet tolde 
him he ſhould cruelly rip vp the women with chi!d, 
and da({hrheir childreMgain(t the ſtones, as think - 
ing better of himſelfe,thanthatcucr he ſhould break 
forth into ſuch outrage,anſwered,not without ſome 
indignation,//hat tYea,thatthou art Ha- 
zacl,& ſo naturally are all the ſons of 4dam,in their 
vicious qualities worſethan dogs,bcarcs,tigers. And 
ches,if our own hearts deceiue vs not,thall we iudge 


of our {clues , that there is no {inne ſo odious vnto ' 


which of our {clues wee are not ſufficiently inclina» 
ble. For original ſin,in which we are all bred & born, 
containcth in it ſelfe the ſeeds of all ſins, that feare. 
full ſin againſtthe holy Ghoſt it ſelfe not excepted. 
And therefore by reaſon of this ſo corrupt &rotten 
a nature,we hauca diſpolition,cuen the beſt of vs,to 
thevileſtand moſt lothſome ſins. One would haue 
thought that the Diſciples in regard of their educa- 
tion and nurture, both vnder their Parens,in honeſt 
and frugall crades , & vnder our Sasiosr,in holy and 
ſpirituall learning, ſhould hane bin far enough from 
ſurfetting and drunkennes,the (ins of ſwaggerers,and 
not of ſober, ciuill men,much lefſc.godly & zealous 
miniſters. And;yet vnto them our Sau/ovr addrel(- 
ſeth this admonition, Take heed vnto your ſelnes that 
your hearts bee not made beaniewith ſarfetting and 
drunkennes.For they had in them thecommon poi- 
ſon of aature,& ſo were obnoxious even to the moſt 


{hametull and reproacbfull cuils, And yet for all 
this 
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thinking himſelfe free enough, and farcnough from 
many,ſpecially hatefull,and igaominious linnes, as 
' murcher,theſt,adultery,periury, apoſtacy, and ſuch 
like? Would not Daazd ( thinke we) as well as Perer 
admoniſhed of his furnr= denfall,have made ſtrange 
of it,if it had beene told him. before-hand,thou ſhalt 
defile Barhſheba,murther Yriah? Would he not haue 
anſwered with Hazacl,hat arm 1 a dogee? T his de- 
ceir is exceeding dangerous,and therefore take wee 
hecde of it. For, whence is it that men oftentimes, as 
it ſeemeth of milde and gentle natures, breake forth 
into great rage;Euen vnto murther; and againe men 
of chaſte behauiour into filthy and brutiſh vnUcan- 
| nes? Vhence is this I ſay, but from this deceitful- 
nes of our hearts, whereby we perſwade our ſelues, 
that our nature is not fo far venamed, that it ſhould 
be likely ro bring forth ſuch peſtilent euils? & there- 
fore growing ſecure, and remitting ofour watchful- 
nefſe, wearethe more eaſily onerthrowne. Indeede 
ſome ſinnes there are to which we are not fo mach 
tempred, as others (as Luther ſaid of himſelfe,that 


| be nener felt himſelfe tempted to couetouſnes: ) yer 
there is no ſin but we may both be tempted to, and | 


through temptation fallinto , if Gods vnderprop- 


thren falleneuen into fouler fins, vpon this ground, 
Conſidering thy ſelfe that thou mayeſt be tempted, even 
witha powerfultand prevailing temptation , to fall 
into thy brothers ſinne, The vſe then ofthis point is 
to take heede of this deceit, and knowing our (clues 


this, whoſe heart is there free from this deccir, of 


ping hand withdraw it ſelfe. As the 4po/tle notably | 
teacheth,cxhorting to moderation towards our bre. | 
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f ſo faſt vnto vs, that will be ready ro teach vg, yea to 


7 and ſuch like infe&tions ; for that they know that 


what wee are, to tremble and to feare cucn thoſe | 
linnes , which wee lcaft ſuſpe@ , and wherero wee 
finde not our ſelnes ſo pronely carried, asto others, 
Ve would be loth to truſt a Beare or Volfe , or a- 
ny ſuch like Beaſt though by culture and manu- 
rance in their yout? their in- borne ficrceneſle bee 
ſomething mitigated. Still their natural diſpoſition 
Ricks ther, and that will teach them to doe miſ(- 
chiefe, Why then ſhould we repoſe any ſuch con. 
fidence in our ſelues, that wee (hall neuer laſh out 
into ſuch and ſuch cuils ? Wee have a Schoole- 
maſter within, that vaturall corruption that cleaues 


vrge "and force vs tothe very height of intggity. 
Few will ſo truſt their bodies, though neucr fo 
ſound and healthy, but that they will feare eucn 


the moſtdangerous diſcales,as the poxe,the plague, 


cuen the bodics of the beſt conſtitution have matter 
within, euen for the vileſtdifcaſeto worke vpon. 


Aſluredly thy Ao more fruittull ſem:- 


To mer — 


pher commended this meditation to his Schollers 
in the hearing of others faults, haue I done any ſuch 
like thing ? A good meditation ; but yerin caſe this 
' queſtion greatly trouble vs nor,let vs add this other, 
may 1 n0t dee the like,or worſe ? This is the holy fearc 
Gods children{hould have of themſelues continu» 
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ally. Such as was thatin the eleucn Diſciples , who 


| hearing Chriſt fore-telling. One of you ſhall betray me, 


cuery 
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cucry oneina godly zea/oaſie & ſuſpition of his own 
naughty heart,crycdout, Maſter it 1? Maſters 3s 12 
heere euen Petey himſelfe, that alittle beforecould 


forth che 9:/hapen brat of fearefull deniall,now (hap- 
ly ſomething ſchooled and cooled by the former ſo 
vehement andconfident prediction of Chri#) fea- 
reth the oxgly and terrible monſter of feareleſſe and 
faithleſſe betraying. [nthis latter feare , imitate wee 
 Peter,and not in bisformer preſumption : for when 
once we (hall cntertaine this deccir, that there are a- 
ny ſfinnes , which. wee ncede notgreattly feare, then 
are wee neareſt talling4 m. And ſo oftenit 
commeth to palle, that whileſt we carefully watch 
againſt thoſe ſinnes, wee ſce our ſclues by ſtrong 
temptations dayly drawne vato, and wholly neg- 
letothers, we thinke not our ſelucs ſo ſubie& vn- 
to; cſcaping by watchfulneſſe the greater through 
this deceitfulnes of our hearts , andthe fruit there- 
of, our ſecuritie, wee fall inthe leſſer dangers. Sure- 
ly Lot was in greater danger of vncleanneflc, liuing 
among the impure Sogdow1zes, than lolitarily inthe 
Mount , and Nes4 was in-greater danger of drun» 
kenneſle, liuing among the drunken ſors of the old 
world, that did nothing elſe but brutſÞ7y cate and 
drinks, then when there is none aliue to conuerſe 
with but his owne family. Burt yet they were in 
danger alſo in their ſolitarineſſe, as haning tha 
within them , without which the cuill example © 
the wicked could not haue ' corrupted them, A- 
mong the wicked, eni// example indangered them:: 
when from then ſtill their owne corruption threat- 


ned 


| notthinke his heart ſo vnſound,asto be fit ro bring | 


| 


. AS 


Math. 24, 
TpWyoy[5s » 


CE Is ere EI ITEEI—_— 


"my 


{ 


T he decettfulneſſe of mans heart. 


' not ſo frameableco ſuch ſinnes, and fo Rand nor, as 


j be caught that thus fearcth c 


ned danger. Bur loe ( examples for euer to be re. 
membred ) becauſe intheir ſolitarineſſe, chis deceir 
of heart tooke place, that ofthemſclues they were 


in rimes paſt ypon their guard , hence it came to 
alle, rbatthey who gor thevitory in the greater, 
[vere ſhamefully foyled in the leſſer conflict z rhey 
that oucrcame two aduerſaries together, the fleſh 
and the wor {d, were miſerably onercome by one of 
them alone, the fleſh, without the ayde of the 
world. O then deliver we our ſoules fromthis de- 
ccit, and poſſefſe wee them continually with this 
meditation. There is no bergage lo filthy but my 
heart isa fit /inke to receiue, no monſter lo hideous 
buritis a fir wombe to conceine, no weede ſo poylon- | 
full, buticis a fir fol to bring forth. Hardly ſhall he 
He ſnare. Indeed in c- 
uill ofpwniſhment that of 7obis often true: That which 
[feared i come vpon mee. Bur in the evill of fin, that 
of Salomon, Bleſſed i hee that feareth alyayes ; how 
bleficd, bur in eſcaping thefinne feared ? as the 
oppolition there ſhewes : bat bee that 


[ not fearing] herdens hu heart, 
ſhall fall into 
ewill, 
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of the deceits of three ſeuerall ſartsof men, the rich 
WWorldlingthe cinill luſliciary the looſe Libertine, 


$ O much of thefr? deceit, iniudging of our 
F perſons. The ſecond followeth. And thatis, 
Sv when wethinke our felues in good &happy 
| eſtare before God, being indcede miſerable; when 
with the Church of Laodtcea wee indgeour ſelues 
rich &wanting nothing, when indeed weare poore, 
naked, blinde, and beggeriy wretches, If any man 
| faith Paul ) thinke himſelfe ſome bat , when he i no- 
| thing,he deceinerh himſelfe in his imagination. Now 
whar greater ſomewhat than for a man to be happy? 
what greater n9thins than to bee miſcrable?. and lo 
whatgreater deceztthan this,for aman being miſera- 
| ble, to iudge himſelfe happy; being in Gods deepe 
| diſpleaſure,{o acconnt himſelfe to bee highly in his 
favour? A deceit indeede very common, bur alſo 
verv dangerous: for in this caſe mans deceitfull and 
; dreaming heart makes him like thar dreamer ofthe {| 
| Prophet, who though hungry and thirſty , yer in 
| his fleepe thinkes he hath meare and drigke; bur as 
| he awakened ſees his error, and feeles his hunger, 6 | 
| ſhall the heart arouſed by God, ar leaſt ar theday 
| of indgement, ſec her deceit, and feele her miſery. 
Surely, as in the natural! dreames it is better when 
they be falſe, they (ſhould be of fearefull things, 
than of ioyfull, as better for a King to dreame him- 
{ ſclfe tobe a Brggar, then contrarily fora Beggar to 
| E dreame |} 
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dreamethat he is a Xivg : for the King,when he wa- 
kens, his griefe is gone ,and his ioy redoubled , ſee- 
ing the vanity of his dreame ; but the beggar, when 
he awakes, his former gricfe that {leprt with him, a- 


the falfe ioy of his dreame : ſois it in theſe dreames 
and dcceirfull dotages of the beart. Farre better is 
that deceit, whereby the ſonne of God thinkes him- 
ſelfe a ſlaue of Sathan, thin the contrary, when the 
limbe of Sathan deemes and dreames himſclfe a 
member of Chriſt. Better it is for Nebuchad-nezzar 
(being a m3n) through his brainediftempered with 
melancholy, tothinke himſelfc a beaſt , than for a 
beaſt to thinkeirt ſclfe a man : for this deceit is no- 


thing ſo vſuall , nor ſo perillous. A mans falſecon- 


| ceit ofmiſery, when indeed hee is bappy,may leſſen 


his happineſſc, ir cannot make him miſerable : but 
a mans falſe apprehenſion of happineſle being miſe+ 
rable, is fo farre from making him happy, thar ir 
makes him twiſe, yea, remedilcſſe miſerable;it being 
the firſt ſteppe to happineſle , to know our milcry. 
Lamentable therefore is it, that this deceit being ſo 
pernicious,{hould be fo vniuerſall. Our Sanionr tels 
vs,that there arc but few that ſhal be ſaucd: And yet 
if all chey (hould bee ſaued, that thinke they ſhall 
be ſaucd, ſure then there are but very few that ſhall 
be damned , & then the frait and yarrow way is that 
which leadeth to hell,the broad way is Heauen-way: 
for who is there, almoſt, that perſwadeth not him- 
 ſelte he ſhall he ſaued ? 

And heere I obſcrue more ſpecially the deceit of 


fourc ſeuerall ſorts ofmen ; the 7:cb Vorldling, the 


wakes, & returnes ſo much the ficrcer, in regarde of 
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| cinil Inſliciarygthe looſe Libertine,or carnal Goſpelier, 
and the 1emporary Beleenergall theſe vpon their ſeuc- 
rall, bur all of them deceiueable grounds, perſwa- 


( ding themſclues they arein the fauour of God. 
Firſt, the men of this world , whoſe bellies God 
filles with the bid ercaſure ofthe carth,vpon accali- 


into this fooles paradiſc ofthinking themſclues ro 
b:e the ſpeciall darlings of God : tor ifthe godly 
| themſclucs haue oftentimes their eyes ſo dazeled 
| with the ourwardglirtering & flouriſhing eſtate of 
' the wicked, as thereupon they are ready to ſay of 
them , The generation of Godschildren, which was 
once Davids errour for a time : how much more 
then, thinke we, willthe wickedthinkeſoof them- 
ſelues? Hee that maketh g4ine , laith David, bleſſeth 
himſe«lfe, namely, inthis falſc opinion of his owne 
| felicitice. And elſewhere he ſheweth,that when God 

holdeth hi peace, and doth notby his iudgements 

diſturbe them in their pleaſures and profits , then 

preſently their deceirfull heart thereon inferreth , 

that God « like to them; heealloweth of them and 

their doings. That we may free theſe men from this 

deccic,and diſcouer the grolaelle of it,diuers things 

muſt be conſidered. 

Firſt , itriches bee thar, that makes men happy, 
(accarding to the fooliſh phraſe men vſe when ſuch 
things betall one,G be is made {) how then comes it 
to paſſe, that Heauen,the chiefe and coyall ſcare of 
bleſſedneſſe, is ſo emprie of theſe Treaſures? for 
there grow no mineralls,the veine of filuer and gold 
is not to be found there. And yet God,, who there 


on of their ourward proſperity arequickly brought 
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:. ſheweth the brightcſt luſtre of hisglorie, the holy 
Saintsand Angels, thatd well there with him, want 
nothing that may ſerue to make them compleatly 
bleſſed. Surely, belike happineſle muſt bee digged 
out of the bowels of the carth, it growes below ,not 
aboue. Theearth can no longer lay , when it is de- 
manded of our happineſle, as it isin 196 ,it s notin | » 
wt : If (iluer and gold be our happineſle, then itisin 
theearth, and ſo, which is ſRrange,itis nearer Hell 
(which the Scripture ſcemes to place below inthe 
Luke 8, deepes ) then Heaven , which all know to bee alofe, 
and ſo nearer the D/ve//then God: let mce hauc hea- 
4 wens miſerie, take thou hells happineſſe. 

If this deccit be true , happineſle ſhould rather 
be found in the wilderneſſe of India, Turkey,and luch 
like barbarousand brutith places, than in the faire 
| Egenof the Church. Is ic likely, thatif riches were 
ſuch Pearles, the Lord would caſt them vnto ſuch 
Swiwe ? if ſuch happy things, he would throw them 
ro ſuch Dogs ? if the childrens bread, he would feed 
whelps with them ? 

3 Riches indcede,themſelues,arethe good bleſ(- 
ſings of God, and are notableinftruments of ver- 
| cue ,as we ſcein Salomon, Abraham, Lot, and other 
| holy rich men in the Scriptures, in all whom that 
Eccleſ.7.13, | ſaying was true,Wiſedomes good with eninheritance. 
interprered, | VyVjſedome is goed Without an inheritance to the 
- owner, but it is not ſo good to o1hers, it cannot [0 

| clearcly ſhew and manifeſt it ſclfe rorhem , without | 
| che helpe of this inſtrument. As how could - 
brabam haue ſhewcd his hofpitall and bountifull 
minde, in cntertayning ſtrangers, if poore > How 
could 
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could /ob hauc declared his mercy and liberality to 
the poore without his riches ? How could Salomon 


cence; yea, his zcale,and piety in building che tean- 
ple,together with his wiſdome and skill in naturall 
Philoſophie , had not the Lord fo abundantly fur- | 
niſhed him with theſc helpes ? VVhat then? (hall we | 
ſay, becauſe riches are the inſtruments whereby 
Vertue declareth it ſelte, cherefore they make men 
vertuous ? that, becauſe a good penne is the inſtru. 
mentof writing, therefore it will make one a good 
writer ? nay, rather a good writer makes the penne 
good, and to be afir inſtrument of writing well.For | 
furniſh an vnskilfull writer with neucr ſo good a 
penne, yet his firſt remaincs ſtillas voskilfull : Soa 
good man knowes how to make vic and aduantage 
of riches for the praiſe of Vertue, as $4/0v599 
ſayes, Thecrowneof the wiſe i their riches : but yet 
giuethem a foole, and you putaſword intoa mad 
mans hand,ftill he is as wicked, nay, worſe then be- 
forc,as Sa/omonadderh inthe ſameplace, the folly. of 
fooles, namely, rich ones, is foo/iſhneſſe : Why, was 


haue witnefled his munificence,and royall magnifi- | 


it not foolilhnefle before they were rich? yes , but 
notin compariſon of that it is now , lincethey be- | 
came rich: Thatas wiſedomts good ;thatis, better, | 
thines brighter,ſo folly 5maughtithatis,farre work , | 
more palpably diſconereth it ſeife , with eninheri- || 
tance. That which Sa/owon ſpeakes of plencein a 
foole, may as truely bee (aid of povertze ſometimes. 
Afaole is accounted wife while podrogbut lethim 
once berich , then his folly is fooliſhace indeede. 
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Richesthen declare whether wee be good, or no, 
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asa ſword in a mans hand, whether he be ſober or 
drunke : but they make vs not good; becauſe, as | 
ſayd,they are orely inſtruments of gpoodneſle. And 
the inſtrument alwayes receiucth it force from that 
which vſcth it, giueth none vnto it. Vere it not ab- 
ſurd for a man tothinke bimſelfe a good Scholler, 
becauſe he bath _ Bookes ſtanding in his Clo- 
{| ſer? or a good Mulitian, becauſe hee hath many 
Muſicallinftraments hanging vpon his walls, hen 
hee knowes not how to vie either Bookes or Inſtro- 
ments ? And yetrichcsare no {ach neceſſary inſtru- 
ments of graceas booket are of /earning : For a man 
| may thew as much ; nay,as Chryſoſiome hath well 
noted in the example of 706 ) more of ſome obedi- 
ence, namely, rhat which we call paſ#eec,in pouerrie, 
thanin riches, 

4. Riches,thovgh they berhe gifts of God, yet 
we muſt conſider with what band he reacheth them 
forth vnto vs, whether with the right , orthe left 1 
with what mind he giuerhrhem, whether in lone or 
in anger. For God often giueth men riches as hee 
gaue the 1/rae/ires Quailes, euen to beethorpes to 
choakethem. Heerein being like that King Extra- 
peles , that heaped vp molt riches vpon ſuch as hee 
moſt hated, ſaying, rhattogether with their riches 
heeſhouldcruth:them with an heavy burthen of 
cares. Pharaoh himſelfe was not ſmitten with many 
of thoſe iudgements, whercin others periſhed, but 
| it was notfromany ſpecial} reſpet Gad had ofhim 
abone them 'bur-God-himfe!fe, leſt bee ſhould miſ- 
interpretie;celshim thercaſon ,for thi cauſe 1 bave 
| reſerued thee 3 namely, from being ftrucken _ 

t 
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the former iudgement, not for any loue [ beareto 
thee, but,that I may ſbhew my power inthee. The Pſal- 


miſt therefore excellently couples thele things toge- | 
ther, The Lordgineth ſight to the blinde , hee rayſerh 
vp the crooked, he loweth the righteous, Toteachthat 
the Lord may diſpenſe thele outward bleflingsto 
the wicked, but not in loue, ſauc onely to the righ- 
ecous. Vherefore our rich wordling hath little cauſe 
of reioycing in his riches, vnleſle be knew that the 
Lord looked vpon him, as Elizabeth ſpeaketh of the 
blefling of her fruitfuil wombe, in the giuing of 
them , eucn with a ſweet and amiable counte- 
nance, ready together with his riches to dea/e bis 
9wne ſoule vnto him. But it is otherwiſe : The Lord 
eurneth his backe vpon him , cuen then when his 
hand reacheth forth theſe outward things vnto 
him. In his 4»ger hec giueth theſe ſuppoſed felici- 
tics to the wicked,which in his mercy hedenyethro 
the godly. He putteth them into the fatrer paſtures, 
becauſe he meancth to kill them , and cauſcth theſe 
to feed on the bare commons, becauſe he will hauc 
them liue ill, If the ſtalled Oxe had reaſon, would 
he be ſenſeleſle, as to thinke his maſter loued him | 
better then his fellowes, becauſe of his more liberal! 
foode ? know it then thou rich worldling,God on- 
ly fatteth thee for the ſlaughter, Hee thus ladeth 
thee with theſe bleſſings, that by this meancs ag» 
gravating chy ingratitude, and impenitencie, hee 
might lade thee with a heauier weight of condem- 
nation : Yea,by this meanes in his juſt iudgement, 
as by an outward occaſion, he prouoketh and tir- 
reth vp the corruption of pride, couctouſnefle, 
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cruelty,oppreſhon,and ſuch like, which before were 
' in thee, but for want of occsfſion could nor ſo plainly 
ſhew themſclues, T hat therefore this hid corruption 
may be diſcouered, he offrerh fic matrer for it to feed 
vpongto worke vpon. 7udas was conctous before he 


| 


. | cameto Chriſt : therefore Chriſt gave him the bag 


ro feed that his hamour,to miniſter ſuell roit,that ſo 
his rotten heart might be derefted: Should not now 
Ind haue deceived himſelfe much if hee had ap- 


| prehended the office which Chriſt aſſigned him as 


an _— nr of his greater reſpe&,as though he had 
repoſed more confidence in him for fidelity, whom 
indeed he knew to be moſt vnfairhtul? 1949s bag was 
2nettocatch his ſoule, The wickeds T «ble, thovgh 
ſwimming neuerſomuch with dainties,is bis ſnare, 
and hs proſperity bis raine. God giucth them theſe 
things nootherwiſe then 74e/ gaue Siſers milke and 
lodging , that by this meancs caſtingthem into the 
dead flcep of ſecurity, he mightfirike them through 
with the naile of his judgments! or as Evad gauec the 
preſent to Eg/on,only that he might haue an occaſi- 
onto ſheath his dapper in his bowels:wherfore look 
how Hamas deceined himſelfe in conftruing the 
Queenesinnitation ofhimtothebanquetas a mat- 
tergfſpeciall grace; for indeed ſhee didit onely co 
aecuſe him; alike doe theſe fat worlelings deceiue 


| theſe things tofurniſhtheirinditement ouc of them; 
like as once 7oſeph cauſed his cup tobe put intoone 
of his brethrens ſacks that he mighe pickea quarre! 


| with them, and laytheftto eheit: charge: forGod,; 
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themſelues; impuring their ourward proſperitie to | 
* che fauour of God, who indeedopely-giucthrhem 
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| bow ſocuer he hath giuen the wicked theſe earthly | 
bleffings yet will he challenge them of thefr'and vn- 


iuſt vſurping of his creatures , tothe which being 
out of Chrilt,they baue no right & title. Sec then ye 
miſerable mucke-wormes of the carth,how groſlely 
yeedecciue your ſelnes, thar are ſo fearefull of be- 
ing deceiued by others, and know that as in other 
regards,ſo in this hath ourSawiony be fooled you,that 
you thus lull your ſelues a(lcepe ina falſe conceit of 
your owne happineſle, and ſing a requiem to your 
owne ſoules; Sonle, take rheneraſe ; ws yet, /inne lies 
before the doores;this night,O foole, ſhalt they take away 
thy foule : And then,though with Dives ye haue bin 
rich inths world,yer with him alſo ye ſhall be poore 
enough in the world tocome : ſo poore, that yec 
ſhall bee driven to begge 4 drop of water of ſome 
Lazarus , to whom here you denied crums of bread, 
O extreame, & more then beggerly pouerty, when 
thou canſt not command alittledrop of water ! So, 
firly did the Apoſtle ſay , Charge them that are rich 
in ths world, intimating that there is one riches and 
pourrty of this world, and of the world to come 
another, as Zazarw, poore inthis world , became 
rich inthe other world; & Dives, rich inthis world, 
became exceeding penurious in the other : withall 
teaching that theſe riches when they laſt longeſt, 
laſt nolongerthen this life, they follow not after vs 
when wee are dead, to make vsrich inthat other 
worldz Goe now and blefſethy felfe in thy riches 
and proſperous eſtate, as badges of bleſſedneſle , | 
from which holy Agxr defired to bee bleſſed; 
learingleaſt hisſhooe being ouer-widefor hisfoor;it | 
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* The Apoſtle tels thee, God chaſtenerh encry childe hie 


would bur hinder bim in his iourney,and his ouer- 
amplecſtate would bee as cumberſome to his ſoule, 
4s Sazls armour would haue beene to Danids body. 


hath, and none but baſtards goe vncorreted : whac 
an idle conccitthen is this for thee to take that for a 
note of thy ſouſpip , namely, thy oyled and buttered 

aths, thy long caſe and freedome from croſles, for 
which the holy Ghoſt hath reproached thee with 
the brand of baſtardiſme? Our Sanioar cries out,HYoe 
be toyou yerich men,for yee fhallweege, What a mad- 
neſle for thee to blefle where Chriſt curſes ? Herels 
thee that thy riches are as great burthens,bindring 
thy entrance in at the ſtrait gate z andas the bunch 
on the Camels backe, hindring his paſſage through 
the needles cye, and thereforccries out, How hardly 
ſhell a rich man enter into the kingdome of heanen ? 
what adotageis thisto account the barre of heauen 
dore ſhutting it vp againft vs,to be the key opening 
it to vs; totake weights preſſing vs downe to hel,to 
be wingslifting vs vp to heauen ? 

A ſecond ſort of men deceiving them(ciues in this 
kinde, arc our cini4 1uſticiaries , who therforeiudge | 
themſclues to be in good ſtate to God:ward, becaule 
they liue without ſcandall, honeſtly, quietly paying | 
euery man his owne,&c, If they had hence conclu- 
ded, they had beenc in good ſtate to war-ward, the 
deccit had beene moretolcrable; for men cannot ſo 
wel challengethoſe that can withSamee! ſay,Whoſe 
Oxeor Aſſe haue I ſtollen* whom hane 1 wronged ? but | 
the deceit is fond,to thinke therefore God can haue | 
no Aion againſt thee. Alike as if thou Hon 
thinke 
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thinke the King can touch thee in nothing, becauſe 
thou haſt not fayled in any point,the Law tycs thee 
ro thy fellow ſubie&ts , with whom thou liueſt, and 
yet happily haſt many waies faulced againſt the king 
himfelfe: Thou calkeſt of paying men their dues; wel 
letit beſo; what can follow hence, but that among 
men thou ſhalt gocfor an honeſt man? what with 
God too? yes,ifthoucanſt truly ſay,thou payft him 
his dues, the due of prayer, hearing, reading, & me- 
ditating in the word , ſanifying of the Sabboths, 
the which our ciuill man neuer payeth,and therfore 
as thou wouldeft account him vahoneſt, that payes 
thee not thy dues, ſo will God account thee for not 
paying him his. 75 & true Religion , ſaith Iames to 
the loole profeſſor, ſcuering ſome outward duties 
ofReligionin th: firſt, fromrighteouſneſle inthe 
ſecond Table,to viſite the fatherleſſe and widdow,e7c. 
whicharedutics,not of Re/iz:ox properly, but of /»- 
fliceand Righteonſneſſe : and this hee doth , becauſe 


reaſon and proportion may I fay tothe ciniman,as 
| vnſcaſonabl diuiding the works of righteoulnes in 
the ſecond Table,from thoſe of religion in the firſt: 
This istrue rightcouſneſſe, this is erue honeſty, to 
ſanRific the Sabboths, to call vpon the name of 
the Lord, toconferre,to meditate on the word: For 
looke what kinde of Religion that is , which is not 
attended with honey ro men, alike is that hone/tie 


which is not ioyned with Re/zg5omro God, Now the 
| former Religion none ſo ready to-condemne for 
| naughtas theciuill man himſclfe : for zeale and de- 


| 


| uotion in nocaſc can he away with : therefore bis 


thisis theeryall of the truth of ouc Religion. By like | 
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owne mouth being iudge, his owne honeſtic which 


he ſo magnifics,and makes the only prop of his hap- 


pineſſe, muſt needs be rotten and vnſound. Y»bone/? 


 religionis as good as irreligious honeſty: Andifinthy 


indgement the former bee naught , ſurely the Jatter 
cannotbe good. Religion, or the fcare of God, S4- 
lomon calls the bead of all gpoodnefle : Honeſty then 
withourrcligion, isasa body withouta head, even 
a rottingand a ſtinking carrion,and wilt thou yet be 
lo fond as to thinke it is a ſ[weete ſmelling ſacrifice in 
Gods noſtrills ? Hcare Chriſt telling the Phariſees, 
ſuch as thou art, that the ha7/o75 and Publicans,as if 
[ ſhould now ſay tothee, cat-rhroats and cat-purſes 
ſhould goe before them into the kingdome of Hea- 
uen,. And againe, Except your righteouſnes exceed the 
riehteonſneſſe of the Scribes and Phariſees , yee cannot 
enter into thekingdome of Heauen: And ifthis cannot 
ſtop thy mouth, yet let Eſates fonle clotb,all var righ- 
reouſneſſe, cuen our righteouſneſſe, the Prophet in- 
cludes himſclfe, holy Eſazes owne righteouſnes, the 
righteouſneflc of grace is a menſt7uows cloth that wil 
rather foule our faces then wipe away the filth of 
them : Wharthen is the righteouſtefle of Nature 7 
Surely, Chriſt muſt both waſh and wipe his Diſciples 
feete : His bloud muſt be both warer and towe/too. 


tual, mnch more Cixi/!,and truſt onely to his. 
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| Renouncethen thine ownerighteouſnes,cuen þ#r4-| 


The third ſort of theſe /e/fe-deceiners arcour com- 
mon and carnal Goſpellers,Goſpel fpilers rather, being. 
indeed /osſe libertines,thar doc twrne the grace of God 
inrowantonnes:T heſe allofudge themſelues to be in | 


200d caſe before God;and why ? becauſe they haue 
| beene 


ct, 
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| lives, otherwiſe, were moſt vile and vicious. But $S. 


GL 


beene borne in the Church, and ſtill cnioy the pri- 
uiledges thereof; they haue beene waſhed with ho» 
ly watcr,and aredally fed with the ſpirituall Manns 
ofthe Word and Sacraments. This was the vſuall 
deceit of the 1ewes, who cried, T he temple of the Lord, 


the temple of the Lord - and had nothingcllſe to bleſle | 


ITcerem,7e 


themſelues withall, but the cognizance of Circum- | 


cilion. And our Sauiour ſheweth, how many at the | 


laſt day (hal looke for eternal life,only becaule they 
hauc eat and drunke in his preſence, which I vnder. 
ſtand of the ſpiritual eating & drinking inthe hea- 
ring of the Word, &receiuing of the Sacraments : 
but for allthis, with the man that wanted the wed- 
ding garment,they may beraken from the very fea- 
ſtingtable,rothe gallowes with Haman.And though 
they flyc never ſo much with 7946 to the hornes of 
Gods Altar,yetit {hall not defend them from Gods 
ſword; for the very truth is this,the man that wants 
the wedding garment,is no otherwiſe biddentothe 
feaſt by the King,then Haman was to Queene Efters 
feaſt , be ſhall there finde Godno lefle angry with 
him, then Hawanfound 4haſhueroſh, and heare that 
fearefull ſentence, Take him, binde him e+c. Of this 
deceit S. [ames ſpeakerh, when hefaith , Be yee doers 
of the word and not hearers only,deceiuing your ſents, 
Shewing thereby,that many, as the miſerable expe- 
rience cuen of theſe times alſo heweth, did there» 
forc repute themſclues in the number of Gods peo» 


ple,onelybecauſc they came to the Church, heard | 
rhe word, and preſented him with the outward facri- | 


fices of their prayers, and praiſes, howſocuer their 
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| James afterward telleth theſe deceivers, /f any may 
ſeeme religions , and refraine not his tongwe,deceiuing 
his owne heart, 4s religion 5 in vaine, And ſodoth 
; S, Pawl tell the lewes thatreſted in the Law, & the 
outward letter thereof, that their Circumciſion was 
no better than vncircumciſion ; as a man may [ay to 
a bale Player,apparellcd like a Kings ſonne, that his 
Princescoat is no better than a beggars. It ſhall doc 
him no more good, procure him no more honour or 
reſpe&,For Circumciſion, Baptiſme, hearing, recei- 
ving,and al ſuch like badges of outward profeſhon, 
they arc but as the outward garment of Chriſtians, 
which may caſily be put on by thoſe that are none. 
And therforc howſocuer theſe by many are thought 
ſufficient ro make them good Chriſtians, yer Salo- 
monſticks not to make them the warkes of fooles, 
when thete are no berter than they, as when he cal- 
Eccleſ, 5. leth Gods owne ſacrifices,the ſacrifices of fooles: be 
mere ready to heare than offer the ſacrifice of foolesybe- 
cauſe of this fooliſh conceirt , which many ground 
vpon them. Put notably doth God ſhake thele decer- 
vers inthe fifticth P/a/mze , who for all their lying, 
(landering,whooring,thicuing, would yct need- goe 
forSainrs,becauſethcy were diligent in the outward 
ſeruice of the temple. They thought they were very 
carefull members of God when they plyed him ſo 
faſt with the Sacrifices of the Law, both morning 
and cuening; and yet God tellech them, that none 
were ſo vnmindfull of him as they,and therefore ve- 
| ry fearcfully thundreth againſt them; © conſrder this 
; yee that forget God,leſt Ttrare you tn peeces: For when 
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\the truch of obedience, and power of godlineſſe is 
© WW _. 


I— hg EET __ Cc” 


E 


—— __—_—_— 


The decetifulneſſe of mans heart. 


wanting, ſurely thereis ſmall difference betwixt an 
Iſreelteand an 1ſmaelite, acircumciſed Hebrew and 
and vncircumciſed Philiftim,a baptiſed Engliſhman 
and an vi-wath:n Terke. Neither is the barren Fig- | 
treein Gods Orchard in any better caſe than is the | 


Bramble in the wilderneſſe, In which regard D anid | 


is not afraid to call the Elipbims Strangers, and Pſal.54.3. 


Sauls Courtiers, Heathen, and Saul himſelfe Cuſhs , | : —_—_— > 


or an «£thiopian,although all of them living in the | 
viſible Chucch , as members thereof, to ſhew that | 
God will lappe them vp inthe ſame bundle of con- | 
demnation, together with the Heathen and vncir- 
cumciled franzers from the Couenants and Common. | 
weale of Iſrael. This therefore will be but a lilly plea 
before God z We haue gone co Church,frequented | 
the Prayers , heard the Sermons; Nay, the plea of 
preaching Sermons will not bee admitted. When 

thou bringeſt to God the Sermons thou haſt heard, 

thou bringeſt 7ri4/s /etrers,the matter of thine own. 
death and damnation, Forthereforec ſhall God ad- | 
iudge thee to ſo much ſorer and ſcucrer condem- 
nation , by how much thy mcanes of repentance 
hauc beene greater. Therefore ſhall the earth be cur- | 


| ſed, becauſe hauing beenc watered with the deaw of | 


Heaucn, it bringeth forth nothing but Brambles 6 | 
Bryars.But here our Liber tine, beſides his outward 
formal Church-ſeruice vrgeth his faith in the merits 
of Chriſt, 

A»/.His faith is meere fancy : for firſt Faith com- 
meth by hearing , and ſoallo it is nouriſhed by hea- | 
ring the Word , Prayer, and the Sacraments. Bur 
theſe men cannot tell how they came by their Faith. 


And 
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Anditis ſuſpicious when men haue gaods,and can- 
not tell how they came by them:aſſuredly they can. 
not ſay they came to their faith by any ſuch means: 
for chey deſpiſe the powerful miniſtery,and to pray 
arightthey know not, wheras true faith,the daugh- 
| ter ofthe word, cannot but with all humilicie and 
thankefulnefſe acknowledge her Father. 

2. True faith is copulatine,it ioyneth together the 
whole word of God : it belecueth one promiſe as 
well as another, the promiſes of this life as well as 
thoſe of the life to come. Bur our Libertiwes faith, 
that feemeth very ſtrong in belecuing (aluation by 
Chriſt, in temporall dangers that concerne the out- 
ward manonely , cannot vpholdir ſelfe: the reaſon 
is,for that,as their faith isa fancy itſelfe,ſo it appr» 
hendeth ercrnall ſaluation as a fancy, and ſo they 
| can bebold enough ; but remporall ſaluation being 
| apprehendedas a matrer of truth, their fantaſtical 
| faith cannot lay hold ofthe promiſes thercof: theſe 
' men that ſo confidently profeſſe that they belceue 
| God hath prouided ſuperabundant riches of glory 
hereafter for them, cannot yet beleeve that he will 

prouide competent neceſſaries of maintenance for 
; this preſent life, whence they ſorremblein their 
dangers. Againe, Faith beleevethehe threars of the 
| Word, together with the promiſes. Now,thou who 
| prerendeſt belicfe of the promiſes, ſhew me thy be- 
| licfe of the threatnings : diddeſt thou b<lecue the 
| 


truth of thoſgmenaces which God hath denounced 
' againſt vyneſtane, couetous, ambitious, proude, en- 
| uious, malicious perſons, and ſuch like ſinners, 
| how durſt thou then ſo wallow in theſe (innes, chat 
if 
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if God inſtead of Hell had promiſed Heauen, as a 
reward vnto them,thon couldeſt nor doe more than 
thou doeſt : Why ſhouldeſt chou deceiue thy ſelfe 
with an opinion of faith , when indeed thou belce. 
ucit not ſo much as the Diucll ? for hee belcenes 
[ namely thethreatnings of the word ] and zrembles 
for horrour z but chou goeit on in ſinne , making a 
mocke of the menaces; and in the infidelity of the 
heart, giue{t them the lye, ſaying , no ſuchthing 
h1!l betall thee, And ſo much tor the thice former 
ſelfe- deceinert, 


mens { 


Crnar, V. 
Of the deceits of the temporary Belteners Faith, and 


feelings. 
Ee come now to the fourth ſort of theſe de- 
ceiners , the Temporary Beleencr, delcribed 
by our Sanionr inthe Parableofthe Stonic 
and Thorny ground,& by the Apoſtle Heb.6. T hey 
hearc the word, and are inlightened in their vnder- 
Randings, yea raviſhed one would thinkein their 
afteRions : for they heareit, ſaith our Sauiour, with | 
ivy : where, by one ofthe chiefeſt afteions, weare 
by like proportion to vnderſtand all the reſt, cuen 
the aff<Ricn of priefe it ſelfe ; that as they rejoyce 
in hearing of the comforts , and other ſuch like do- 
&rine which requireth ioy , ſo when the nature of 
doArinerequireth griefe, they are alſo afkeRted 
with ſorrow : and thercfore as the hearing of the 
word, with thoſe 1{ra/ites, doe often cuen draw 
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buckets of water, and ſhed riuers of reares:cuen this 
alſo is to be vnderſtood by their hearing the Word 
with ioy, becauſethey reioyce euen in this greife,ta- 
ſting of the ſweetnes of the word , & finding a com- 
forcable reliſh therein. Theſe men wee ſee goe very 
farre,ſo that as the Apoſtle ſpeakes,they are in ſome 
ſort made par takers of the holy Ghoſt, they tafte of the 
powers of the world to come , & cxpreſle their inward 
grace by outward obedience , bringing forth fruit 
very ſpeedily, farre ſooner than others, as the ſtony 
groundis more quicke &forward than other ſoyles. 


-| And yct forall this, theſe alſo being rotten at the 


heart,are to bee ranked inthe number of /Hfe- decei- 
vers, asfalſely iudging themliclucs to be in the ſtate 
of grace. The deceirttull argument whereby they 
thus iudge, is this : 

W holocuer hath true fat/,repentance,obedience, 
is in the ſtate of grace, 

But I hauetbeſethree, ſaith the Temporary:there- 
fore I a in the ſtare of grace. 

This deceit is far more deepe and dangerous than 


any ofthe former three, for their errour was in the 


ground wheron their argument was built, not inthe 


application thereof, as in the argument ofthe ric 


Worlaling ; Whoſoener hath outwardproſperity , is in 
Gods fanour : Bat I haue ontward proſperity, Here the 
deceit is inthe propoſire9m, not inthe aſſumption : for 
he truly aſſames to himſelfe outward proſperity;bur 
his propoſition is falſe, that outward proſperity is an ar- 
gument of Gods fanowr, Sothe ciuill manerres not in 
his application of civill and outward righteonſneſſe 
cohimſclfe ; but in his grovnd that this civillrigh- 
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rcouſnefle is enough to get ſaluation. And ſothe 


looſe Proteſtant rightly applies ro bimſelfe outward 
rofeſhon, hearing of the word, &c. but bis ground 
is deceitfull, that this is ſufficient tomake onea 
good Chriſtian. But here it isctherwiſe. The ground 
of their Temporarie belcevers argumene 1s moſt 
certaine and agrecable ro the VVord ; namely, that | 
wholocuer hath truc Faith , Repentance, or Obe- 
dience,is in the [tate of grace; all thedeceit is inthe 
application : for the Temporary, when he aſſumes 
thoſe things to himſeife, preſames. His aſſomption : 
But I haue true faith, &c. is nothing but mcere pre- - 
ſamptton, And therefore he is harder to be delivered 
from this bis deceit than the other : for with them 
there needed no more adoc, than to ſhew the falſe- 
neſle of their grounds, which might eaſily be done; 
bur heere the falſenefle of the application of their 
grounds muſt be diſcouered, whichis very hard, be- 
cauſe of the neere affinity and likeneſſe berwixt the 
Faith, Repentance, Obedience of the zrwe and rem1- 
porary beleever: which is fo great,that euen the moſt 
tudicious, & diſcerning Chriſtians, cannot perfe&- 
ly diſtinguiſh berwixe them. Hence #45 among the | 
Diſciples,and 4nanias and Saphira,and Nicholas the 
Deacon, among them inthe Primitiue Church, till 
GoddeteRtcd them , went fortrue beleeuecrs : for 
this difference of theſe two Faiths, howſocuer in ge- 
nzrall we know it,asitis reuealedin the word,yet in 
ſpecial we know it not as it isin men,that wecan ſay 
before the euent declareir, This manu aT emporary 
onely. This is diſcernableonly to him that is greater 


than our hearts, and therefore knoweth our hearts 
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better than our ſclues. Neucrthelefle the Temporary, 
if hee would dezle vnpartially in the trying of bis 
owne heart by the rule of the Word, hee [hould ea- 


fily come to eſpic out the deceit thereof, 
And firſt as touching his Faith, ir 1s euident it 15 
not ſound : for Chri/t darc not truſt ity as wee {ce in | 


them that are ſaid in the Goſpel to belceue in Chr7/?, | 


and yet could not be belecucd by him. Many ( (aith | 


lohn) belcened in hs name when they ſaw his miracles , 
but Ieſus did not commit himſclfeuntothem becauſe he 
knew them all, But of the trye belceucr , Chriſt ſayes, 
that hee rciefts none that come vnto him, 7#das 
was an arch.temporary,and yet, that hee neuer true- 
ly beleeucd , appeareth by the ſame Znangeli/? thus 
commenting vpon theſc words of Cbr1/?, ( But there 
are ſome of you that beleener.0t ) for Teſs knew who 
they were that belcened not, and who ſhould betray him. 
Marke how the Exangclift ranks the 1r44tor among . 
the »on-belzeners;& how, being togiue a reaſon why 
Cbri# (aid, all of them belecucd nor, hee ſaith Chri/? 
knew who ſhould betray him. And more plainely 
doth this appeare afterward in Chriits anſwere to 
Peter, profeſhng in the name ofthe whole twelue , 
We beleeueggfc.Hane rot 1 choſen you twelueand one of 
you 54 Dinel? As if he ſhould ſay,no, Perengl of you 
doe not belceuc, though thou ſpcakeſt generally of 
all: Oncof you isa Dixel. Let vs ſeethen how this 
temporary deceiueth himſelte, in thinking hee hath 
that faith which hee wants. The deceitfull argu- 
ment, whereby he would conclude faith to himſelfe, 
is drawne, firſt trom the parts of Faith : Secondly, 


the ignes. Theparts of Faith are two,firſt,knowledee 
of 
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ofthe word in generall with afſent: ſecondly, eppli- 
cation of the promiſes in ſpecial!to ones ſelfe. Borh 
theſe the remporary thinks he hath, and therefore 


alſo faich, Firſt, for knowledze, ir cannot be denyed 
but hee may haue an excellent meaſure thereof ; in- 
ſmuchas he may not only apprehend all the goints 
of Religion himſelfe, and be ablero taike of them, 
but alſo teach them vnto others, as 1udas did, and 
-| many others, whoſe plea ſhall bee at the laſt day, 
Lord haut we not taught inthy yame? Andinthe Pa- 
| rable,the Lamps of the foolr/h viroinsblazeas much 
| as the wiſe ones. Yct forall this there are decetes in 
| this knowledge, whereby it is diff:renced trom the 
| knowledge of true Faith. 

Firſt, the knowledge of the Temporary is not ſo 
well groundedeither vpon the teſtimony of the Scrip- 
tures,or vpon experience, as is the knowledge of the 
true beleeuer. To which may that ſeeme toapper- 
caine which is ſaid in the Gofpel , that they haue no 
rote, their knowledge is nota rootedand well [cried 
knowledge : for neither haue they that care which 
che truc belecuers haue, to build themſclues on the 
| ſure authorities of the Scriptures, neither yet at all 
| do they nouriſh their knowledge with an holy pra- 

iſe, that ſo they'might haue a pracZical, a feeling, 

and experimentall knowledge ; wherein indeed the 
| knowledge of Faith, exceilethrthe knowledge cuen 
| of the Diucll himfelfe : for though he excell vs , as 
inall other knowledge, fo alſo in d/ize, yet hee 
knowes not the chicfe points ther: of, ſuch-as are 
Faith, repentance loue, the preſence of the Spirit, what 
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neſt and pooreſt Chritian, H:rein the poorelt idior, 
being 1 ſound Chriſtian,goeth beyond che profoun. 
deſt Clearks that are not ſan &;h:d,that he hath bis 
own hartin ſtead of a Commeztary to help him to vn- 
derſtand cuen the mo{t ncedtull points of the Scrip- 
ture. The knowledge therefore of the Temporary is 


but ſhillaw to thar of the eruc Chriſtian: whole pri- 
uiledge it is,not only to know the things them'clues 
verered, bur alſo rhe intent & the meaning of God 
therein. The ſecret of the Lord,laith Dauid, i reuta- 
led to them that feare him. This ſecret is hid trom the 
wicked. 

Secondly , the knowledge of Faith is a through 
heating knowledge,which warmes a manatthevery 
heart, working loue of che truth knowne : for truth 
and goodneſſe differ no more than the Scale and the 
Print. Truch;trucly knowne, ttampes goodaecſle in 
che heart. But the Temporaries heare recciues no 
| ſuch impreſſion, (till it remainesan cuill & vnſouad 
heart , a nourcery of many ſecret corruprtions, in 
which is nogoodneſle, therefore his knowledge is 
onely a flame that giues light by blazing , but no 
ſound and durable beat by burning. 

Thirdly , che knowledge of Faich is an 4umblin 
knowledge. Now mine eye hath ſeenc thee, ſaith Job. 
therefore I abborre my ſelfe in duſt and aſhes. But the 
Temporaries knowledge is a (welling knowledge, 
puſhng him vpinthe conceit of himlelte, 

Secondly,for application, which is indeed the ve- 


| ry pith and marrow of fauing Faith z no doubt but 


theTemporary doth in his own conceit apply Chrif: 


| 


for Chriſt bringerh bim in ;brearning kindpneſſe vpon 
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| him , & ſo challenging entrance into his kingdome, 
euen at the day of iudgement,, which (heweth chat 


he was the member of Chriſt, and ſo in the applica- 
tioa of the promiſes. But this conceit of his is mcere 
deceit : for in truth he applics nought but an /do//,, 
| a fanſie ,a ſhaddow : for as the Diſciples when th: y 
ſaw Chriſt onthe Sea, were deceived, taking him 
for a walking Spirit : ſo contrarily,theſe temporary 
| belceuers, when they fee and heare nothing indeed 
; but the Diucll, (happily 1ra»n;ſorming himſei/e into 
; an Angel of light ) yerthey thinkethey ſee and heare 
| Chriſt iraſclte. T his appiicar:00t Chr7ſt is like to the 
application of bread anddrinkeina dreame. Doth 
the dreamer therefore cate bread, or drinke beere ? 
Doth he truly apply cheſerthings to himſelf, becauſe 
| he thinkes ſo? No more doft thou cate Chriſts fleſh, 
| or drinke Chriſts bloud, becauſe thy doating braine | 
ſo dreameth. Atax in his frenzic tooke {imple ſheepe 
for his crafty enemies. And whcn hee had flaine 
the Cartel, thought verily he had (laine his ene- 
mics. His deceit was great, to take ſheepe for men, 
| thine greater,ro takea ſhadow for a ſubſtance; nay, 
| Sathan for Chriſt :tor,thatthou doſt not apprehend | 
| true Chriſt,m1y yppeare by this, that erve Faiths ap- 
| prehenſton of Chriſt, is r2utuad. It doth not ſa lay 
 tholdon Chriſt, as wee take hold of atree , or ſome 
| uchlike ſenleleſſe thing, but as we vietodoein our 


the Pairierkes Faith in aparchertdi 2g the promiſes, 


he might both live and dic inthis perſwalion , that * 
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ſalutations, when we irabrace one another , there 


isckegantly ſer out by the Apoſtle, by the meraphore 
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' of ſalating ;, They ſaluted, kiſſed, or imbraced the p1 6- | | 
4 | miſes. So that true Faith , kithng Chri#, is kiſled of 
| ' him, embracing Chriſt is re-imbraced of him, ardit 
Phil.3,1a. ſoapprehends Chrif,chat at the ſame time the belce- | 
uer is apprehended of Chr7ft, as Pawl(hewethin his | 
owne cxample. Now thoſe whom Cbr:/t bath once | 
gripd with his hand,predeſtinating them to eternal! | 
{aluation, ſuch no power can eucr wring out of his | 


loln 10. hands. No man can take my ſheepe out of my hands. 
lohn 5.24. Whence that, He that belieneth,hath eternalllife, and. 
-p | lohn&.37433, | ſhall newer come into condemnation. And againe, Hee 


that commeth to me,I caſt not away. For ] came downe, 
not 10 doe mine owne will but my Fathers: and this is his | 
will,that of all he bath ginen me, 1 ſhould _ nothing, 
| | but ſhould raiſe it vp at the laſt day. Ifany ſay,though | @ 
| Cbriſt caſt them nor away that belecue, yet they 
may caſt away themſclues : I anſwer , neither can 

| ' that be : for in the nine and thirticth verſe he ſaith, 
J that he ſhall looſe nothing that is given him. Butif 
the belecuer might caſt himſclfe away , Chri then 
ſhould leoſc ſomething given him. As the prodigall 
childe , though ofhimlelte hee left his Father, yer |- 

Luke 15, is calledthe /oZ Childe. Chriſt then cannot fo looſe 
| any troe belecuer, but that hee (hall raiſe him vp at 
the laſt day to erernall life. Butremporary belce- 
uers, as weſee in /adas, may finalh fall away from 
AQs 3, Chrift,and goe tothcir owne placezergo,they were no 
| erue belecucrs,they apprehended onely an /4e/ that 
could not hold them, and not Chri# , whoſe hand 


_ 


| is a ſurc hold-faZneuer letting goe that which once 
it hath ſeized on. The true belecuer is rooted in faith, 


E oe but of the temporary Chriſt ſaith; He hath no rootine; 
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and therefore his Faith is naught. 
0 biet. Why then isir ſaid, Luke 8,13. theſe men | 11. 6..,, 
doe belceue,if they doe not ? 


Anſw. 1.The Scripture,in many things, ſpeaketh | 
according to the probable and common iudgement 
of men. Thus the Mooneis called one ofthe two | 
great lights , when indecd iristhe leaſt of all, Thus | Gg nec.2, 
the Diuellcalled Sameael, becaule,in his likenes,and | 
ſorthought of Sau/, And thus the fancy ofthe rempo- | 
rerycalled Faith, becauſe, hauing ſome reſemblance | 
of true Faith ir goes fortrue Faith both with him 
that bath it, and with others. 2. They hauc indeed 
truc Faithin their kinde , namely, aioyfull aſſent to - 
the truth ofthe Goſpell ; but not the inſtifying faith. 
of the Elet,which they thinke they hauc, | 

But you will ſay, ſhew vs then the deceits of this | 
Faith, that both the true beltecucr may be deliuered 
from falſe feare,and the temporary from falſe 109. 

I anſwer x. The true belceucr belceues with 
much confliting,as in him in the Goſpel thatcricd, 
Lord,1 beleene, helpe my vabcliefe. T hecombut was 
| not ſo great betwixt Michael /and Sathan , concer- 
ning Moſes dead body,asit is betwixt Sathan and e- | 
very true belecuer, concerning Chriſts lining bodie, 
When Faith goes about to lay hold of it, the Divell 
ſtriketh ather bands, and would plucke thera away | 
fromir. Hence Faith isfaine to tugge, and wraſtle, | 
eucn till it ſweat againe. And therefore the Apoflle | 
Paul calles it,the difficult worke of Faith, becauſethe | Thats 
beleeuer hath ſuch adoeto beleeuc; nor onely inre- | 1.Tiuc xr, 
gard of the oppoſicion made by rhe fleſh ( full of 
infidelity ) which asia all good things, ſo ſpecially 
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Two hands :f | from God : theother giuing the belecuer to God, 
| And both theſe hands it exerciſeth at once. Ar the 
| ſame time the belcever applyeth Chriſt ro his owne 


terpreted it , more ſpecially ſignified the ſacrificing 


: 


in belccuing , wee muſt beare downe with Pas! , but 
alſo in regard of the violent aſſaulrs of Sachan, im- | 
pleading our Faith, as naughr, and fo often putting 
vs to our ſhifts, making vs to ſearch, ard trie our 
Fairh,to pray earneſtly for ourFaiths confirmation, 
and ſo with much feare endirembling 10 work out owr 
owne ſaluation. [tis nothing ſo with the Icmporary 
belecuer in his Faith, Hee finds tt very cafie to be- 
lecuc. Sathan troubles not him, for then he ſhould | 
bediuided againſt himſclfe , 'who begat that pre- | 
ſumptuous faith in him. Nay rather Sathan con» | 
firmes him in this his deceit. And therfore our rem- | 
porary doth not ſo ſuſpe& himſclte , doth nor ſorry 
3nd <xamine himſelfe, doth not ſo worke ont the 
worke of his faith with thoſe ſtrong cryes of fer- 
uent prayer,with that feareand iealuuſic, and with 
thoſe birter bickerings with infidelity, that the erue 
belecuer doth. 

2, Faiths application of Chri/? to the beleeuecr,, is 
with applicatien of the belcever to Chrif4, For faith 
hath,as it wcre, two hands: One recciuing Chr iff 


heart, hee applies his heart to CHalsT, and 
cleaves to him with full purpoſe of ſoule. This was 
notably (hadowed out vnder the ceremonia!l law , 
in the coniundtion of the /in-offering, which noted 
Chrift,and the burnt-offering, which as Paul hathin- 


of the fl:(h , the ct ucifying o1o/Je Adam. T rue faith 
ofters both theſe ar once. Bur the remperaries faith 
is | 
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islame on that hand, which ſhould offer the barnte 

offering, he onely rakes Chriſt , he giues not himlclie 

ro Chriſt - hee offers the Gant-off ajng without the 
burm-offcring. And therctore applying Chriſt to | 
himſelfe, and not himſelfe ro Chriit,he miſ-applieth. 
Indced he may make ſome ſhew of giving himſelfe | 
to Chriit, butin cruth hee reſerucs bimſelfe ro him- 
ſelte: hee nouriſhes ſome ſpeciall ſinne or other in 
himſelte, and ſo giues himſelfe ro Sathan,to (in,not 
to Chriſt. As Herod gaue him(clte,notro Chriſt, but 
to Herodies,to his lult ; and »da gaue himfclfe,nor | 
to Chri#, but tothe bagge, and to the baggage of | 

his couctouſneſſe. | 

3- Arthird property of true Faiths apprehenſion, | 
is ſer out in A4&rabams example, whois (aid io bope 
againit hope: when the belecuer is 1n heauy agonies, 
and feeleth a very he in hisconſcience,yet then can 
he apprehend heaven, &with7opas inthe whalles bel- 
ly call vpon God infaith : for faith s the ſubſtance of 
things that are nor, much more than of thipgs which 
indeede are,though not in appearance. If it can giue 
ſubſiſtence to things that are not iubliſtent, mach 
more then, appearance and vilibility to thingsthar 
are not vilible and apparant:ſothatfaith can {ce one 
contrary in another, in che very depth of hell, hea- 
uen, in the very extremity of miſery, happineſle, in 
the very middeſt ofanger , mercy : andthe Woman 


of Cangan;Mat. 15.can picke comfort out of the re- | 


proachfull name of Dogge , and when-nothing but | 
waristo be ſeene in Gods face, yetthen can ir pierce | 
through all the thick clouds ,and behotd the ſweete 
ſun-ſtune of Gods tauour & grace inChrift:through 
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lob 37. 10, 


lob 13, 


| 
| 


the bent browes of the ircfull Tudge can it ſee the 
yearningandrelenting bowels ofthe compaſſionate 
Father : the eyeoftrue Faith can looke vpon God, 
not onely ſmiling , and inviting vsto himſclte by a 
ſweet and gracions, but alſo lowring, and dining vs 
away with a darke & cloudy conntenance: but then 
is our re-mporaries Faith cleane daſhed out of counte. 
nance; Willthe hypecxite pray alwayes ? ſaith 105, and 
ſo, will he belceucalway? No.a little winde blowes 
downe the Spiders webbe of his hope. When Gods 
bands are full of gifts to beſtow,then his faithis rea- 
dy to lay hold on them, Hee is like to children that 
come runningtothcir father when there isan apple 
in his hand eo tolle them, but not when the rod is in 
his hand to corre them : orrather, like to dogges, 
which , ifthey ſceacruſt in your hand, come faw- 
ning andglavering ; but if they ſee a cudgell, and 
that you cometoward them ro ſtrike, either they 
fearefullyrun away , or defperatly flic in your face. 
But the true belcener goes further ; and when there 
isa naked drawne ſword in Gods hand, yet he dares 
venture and preſſe towards God :thoughthe Lord 
ſer neuer ſo ſterne a countenance againſt him,he will 
not be out-faced, bur in an holy kind of impudencie 
hee wi!l out-looke him, and fay; Lord, rhongh thon 
looke vpon mee,as though thou wouldeſt ſlay mee, 
yet ſtil wil T looke vpon thee for helpe;T howgh thou 
kill mee , yet will I traft iythee + Butin ſucha caſe the 
remporeries former jolly confidence vanifheth: here is 
the eriall of Faith, | 
Thus the temporary deceiues himſelfe in the parts 
of Faith. The /iones of Faith arc thoſe fee/ings,thoſe 
delights 
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delights & ioyes which are telrin hearing the word, 


in prayer,in meditating of the promiles:tor 2s in fee- 
ding vpon ſwectand pleaſant meate there is a natn- 
ral,ſoalſoin Faiths feeding vpon the promiſes there 
isa ſpiritual gladnes: and 1n this ſpirituall food alſo 
that coniuntion of filizg the heart with food and 
2laanes is true. Therfore Peter ioynes both theſe to» 
gether, Wee beleenc and reiozce : now theſe comforts 
and ioyesthe temporary in ſome ſort feeles. Chriſt 
layes they receine the word with toy, Pant ſayes,They 
taſt of the good word of God, &x of the powers of the life 
to come. T he lewes areſaid to reioyce in the light of 
lohns miniſtery, Heredis ſaid to heare 1ohn willingly 
orchcarefully : & hence he concludes faith to him- 
ſelfe. But the truth is , there is exceeding much de- 
ceit in this ioy and feeling : it is not ſolid, but onely 
ſuperticiary , onely a taſte as the 4po/i/etearmeth it, 
nocating to aty purpoſe z a /ipping, no ſoaking, no 
through digeſtion; a floating aloft in the Riuer of 
Chy:its bloud, no d14ing downeto the bottome, and 


may appeare by foure properties of the ioy of true 
faith which doe not all agree to the temporarics toy. 

i. Property is {xcertty, whereby the belecuer re- 
ioyceth inthe word, becauſe of the word it ſelfe, & 
the goodnefſle and holinefle thereof, but the delighr 
whichthe temporary belceuer taketh in the word,is 
rather forthe nouc]ty of the doQrine deliucred, or 
for ſome affc&tion they carry to the. Preacher, for 
ſome common and outward gifts , either ot life or 


in dcliuery, or ay ſuch like reſpeR. T his was Saint 
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| rer : and this alſo was the delight which Ezechie!s 


Anagaitines delight which before his canutr(ion hee 
cooke in Saint Ambroſe Sermons, more for the clo- 
uence of the words,than the ſubſtance of the mar. 


auditors tooke in preaching. Hee was vnto them as | 
the pleaſant voyce ofa Mulitian, & they commen- | 
ded him much , bur yec thcir hearts ramne after their | 
conetouſneſſe, as did Herods after his inceſt, for all be | 
delighted ſo much in/obs- miniſtery. If his ioy inthe | 
word had beene ſincere, he would hquc rcioyced as 
well in the doQrine of the ſeauenth commandement 
as in any other:but this galled him, Thus is it with 
our Temporary, hee can delightin the word as long 
as it troubles him not in his beloued (ins : bur let it 
once touch him there , hee ſpurnes preſently, and 
flings away, Therefore hee delighteth not in the 
word {incerely , becauſe itis the word of God, for 
then one part thercofwould bee as welcome to him 
25 another. Now the true bclecuecr, eucn when the 


word crofleth his corruption, can yet then ſay with 
Paxl,1 delizht in the Law, concerning the inner man. 


zSkcighmnes. | 2. True 1oy isafwltoy,as our Saniour ſpeaketh 


lohn x5. 


1.Coring. 
Eſayg, 
Pſalm. 4,8, 


| to his Diſciples , That your ioy may be fall, T he true | 
bclecuer ſoreioyceth in things ſpirituall, thathee | 
_ wholly deſpiſcth the ioy of things remporall,and in 


them reioyceth ſiizhtly and overly as though he reioy- | 
ced not. His ioy is a /houting ioy , {ach as is the toy of | 
harneft : Thou ha#t giuen more 109 , faith Danid, then | 
when there Corne and Oyle abounded. But the ioy 

which our Temporary findeth in things (pirituall, ts | 
nething comparableto that in temporall. 1#dacioy | 


inthe bagge, was aboue that hee rooke in Chrit,and 
his 
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his DoQrine. Herod tooke greater delight andcon- 
tentment in Herodias thanin obs, and in the pro- 
phane damſcls dancing, than in the holy Prophets 
preaching, For among thoſe many powerfull Ser- 
mons which he heard him preach;when was heeuer 
ſo affeRed,as to ſay, 10bn a5ke what thou wilt, and it 
ſhall bee giuen thee , enen to halfe of the Kingdome ? It 
the ſpirituall ioy of the Temporary were fall, what 
nced he then to filzt vp with this carnall and finfull 
toy ? He that s full,fayth Salomon, leatheth the boney- 
combe. So he that is full of this (weet ſpirituall ioy, 
loatheth the ſweeteſt and moſt delicious honey- 
combs of the fleſh or the world. But the Temporaries 
teeth water after them, Hee is like thoſe fawle, thar 
as they flie aloft , ſo alſothey ſwim in the waters : 
which as they were vncleane vnder the Law,ſfoalſo 
is he, forthat ſeeming to mount vp in ſpiritual toyes, 
he yet withall ſwimmeth, yea, batheth himſelfe in 
the waters ofcarnal delights. Hence it is thatthe ioy 
of the Temporary is but an obſcure and muddy 


| ioy : for carnallioyes mixed with pirituall, are as a 


dampe to put out their light, and as mud to trouble 
ang diſtemper their cleare riuers 3 whereas the ioy 
of the true beleeuer , being free from ſuch diſtempe- 
rature, is farre more clearc and lightſome. 

3+ True ioy is aſirowg ioy, according to that in 
Nehemiah, The tey of the Lord i your freneth. And 
this /{rexgthit ſheweth ſpecially in three caſes. 

I, In our paſ/rue obedjence,in induring afHictions. 
Saint Paul giveth this reaſon, why the faithful 
ate ſo vnconquerable in their aMiRions , fill by 
meanes of their patience poſlefling their ſoules, be- 
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cauſe the lone of God us ſpread abroadinto our hearts by 
the Holy-Ghoſt , Loe the power of true and liucly 
feeling of Gods ſweerneſſe in Chri#*: it can make vs 
hold vp the head in thegreateſt deieftions : Except 
thy Law had beene my delight , (ſaith the Prophet) / 
ſhould now hane perifhed in-mine afflitron,being oucr- 
come by the extremity of my tribulation, 1 ſhould | 
have done that which inefte Ses/s perſecutions | 
bad me do,namely renounce the truc God, and gue 
and ſcrue other gods, Where then there is a ſound 
delight in the word , it keepesa man from ſuch kind 
of periſhing : for, as the Apoſile excellently faith, 
T he peace of God gardeth our hearts in Chrift leſus,that 
though our troubles and croſſes would plucke vs 
from Chriſt, yet where there istrne peace, truc ioy 
intheholy Ghoſt , it is ſo ſweete and comfortable, 
that ithalds vs faſt to Chr;/?, and for all our trou- 
bles,makes vs to ſay with Peter,1s & good being here: 
we know not where to mend our ſelues:but the 12m 

perary Beleeneris not alwayes thus kept from periſh- 
ing in aMi&tion:for our Sawrowr of one kind of them | 
ſaich, that When perſecution of the Word commetb, 
then he 1s offended, andin tbe time of tentation depar- 
teth away, Now truc joy, as wecſay,isa fountaine 
of water, to refreſh and relicue vs in the greateſt | 
drought, andin the moſt ſcorching heat of perſecu- | 
tion : bur the rewporaries ioy is a ſtanding poole , | 
whichis dryed vpinthe heatcof Summer,in perſe« | 
cutionhe ſhrinkes, and therefore his ioy is not the | 
ioy of true faith. | 
2. The ioyof the Lords onr ſirengthin our active 
obedtence,, which is dayly ro bee performed in _ | 
whole | 
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wholecoutfe of our lines. When thoa haft inlarged my 
heart (ſaich Dania) 1 ſhall runne the wayes of thy Com 
mandements. Now it is ſpirituall ioy that inlargerh 
4 Chriſtians hearc, euen as priefe contracts ir. And 
when che Chriitians beartis thus inlarged, be hath 
ſuci freſh life and ſpirit pur into him, that it mukes 
him runne,caen with the feer of the Hinde, ſwiftly, 
in the Chriltians race. It isas oyle, wherewith the 
body being ſuppled, is the more agile, 3nd nimble 


for ation : as 1n 1acob, after that hee hid beene ſoa © | 


ked in this oyle,and bathed in this bath of heauenly 
comforts in Berhel,as it were a generous and manly 
horſe retreſhed with a baite in bis journey : the text 


 fayes,thar he lift wp bis feer,thatis,went chearcfully, 


and with good heart & courage, forward in his tra- 
acll,But our remperaree after his beſt refreſhing with 
che ſpiritual delicates riſeth vp with thoſe //raelrtes, 
to play, he isas weake and imporent as before, ei- 
cher for reſiſting temptation, or performing any 


good duty. So faris he from /ifring vp hs feet with | 


[acob, ts run the wayes of Gods Commandements with 
Dani. T he traveller chatby che way drinks a good 
draught of wine, is refrethed, and thereby inabled 
for his travel! : if hee onely fippe of it with his 
mouth, ſtill he will remainefaint,and weary, vnable 
-0 hold on in traue [, So isit with theremporary be- 
leeucr, that onely ſippes of this ſpirituall wine , hee 
cannot pothbly haue D a#ids ftrength,torunne the_s 
way of Gods Commandements, Aeerethen is the dif- 
couery of the deceit of his heartinthis kind: he fee- 
'eth often many comforts and is ſometimesin pray- 
:r,hearing,recciuing the Sacraments , and ſuch like 
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exerciſes cucn raviſhed againez bur yet forallthis, 


the fruit of a well ordered heart and lite follows nor, 
And therefore in truth he cannot haueany ſound 
comfort inthem,as any cuidences of iuſtifying Faich 
for excellently hath Zach coupled theſe two things 
rogther, To give light torhems that ſit in darknes aud 
inthe ſhadow of death, (which I interpret aſwell of the 
light of ivy and comfort inthe affec7ions, as of know- 
ledge in the vnderſtanding,) and to gnide our feet into 
the waies of peace, Sothat if once being refreſhedwith 
the warmth of this light, ofthis firc, we riſe not vp 


chaire offloch,holding the hand inthe boſome: itis 
an argument it was no true light, bur onely a ſodain 
and deceitfull flaſhing that ſhone vnto vs. 

3+. Theioy of the Lord ſheweth it ſtrength, in re- 
ceining Vs ie our falles, temptations, deieftions, As 
we may ſceinDanid,intempration and diftreſſe,fee- 
ling the abſence of the ſpirit,and Gods eſtranging of 
himſlelte from him, he prayes,. Lord lift 1how vp rhe 


light of thy comntenance,ftriuing to recouer hislofle. 
But how,and by what argument?by the experience 
of the ioy which formerly he had teltinthe appre 
henſion of. Gods fauour;T how haſt 7inen memore io9 
then thcy haue had in abunaance of corne andoyle. Lo, 
the ioy that Dasid had felt in Gods fauour in time 
paſt, ſerhis tceth onedgcafter it againe : a notable 
property oftrue ſpirituall ioy;ie makes vs cleave faſt 
toGod,whoisthe matter of ourioy,cucn thenwhen 
cither he is-departingfrom-vs, by with-drawing his 
face from our eye, or wee: arc departing from-tim, 
by with-drawing our necke from his yoke: we haue 
an 
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an example in the &dpofarical Church of the!/raen 
lites, concciutng a purpoſe of returning againeto 
che Lord,for chat it was better with her before, then 
ſince her reuolr. And fo the Prodigall ſonne,when he 
was pinched with famine, calling to minde rhe for- 
mer good farcat his Fathers houſe, reſolucth there» 
vpon to returne home againe. Hence it was that 
Chriſt,going abour to recouer the Church of Ephe- 
ſis, EY falne, he puts herin mind ot her for- 
mereſtatc,and the happy priuiledges thereof which 
now (hee wanted : Remember from whince thaw art 
falne,and repent, &c.Thatis, confider what kind of 
eftarethou waſlt in, in thetime of thy firſt love, how 
fall ofpeace,ioy inthe holy Ghoſt, liberty of ſpirit, 
&c. and then, repentance and doing the firſt works 
wil follow.For he that hath oncetaſted of the ſweet 
of this ioy,is ſo affeted therewith,that with Panlhe 
would rather dic then loſe it, And therefore, fee- 
ling it to be ſomething eclipſed by his falls, hee can 
neuer be atrct, till by renuing of his repentance,he 
be againe repoſſeſſed of it. But now itis farreother- 
wiſe with the baſe counterfeit ioy ofthe Temporarie 
belieucr. The truc belceuers toy ariſcth from a 
chrough apprehenſion of Gods mercy by faith, from 
a through feeling ofthe warmth of the Enangelicall 
wine,chcering him even at the very heart,and there- 
fore this ioy obtained the chieftic and ſoucraigntie 
in his ſoule;for the ioy in outward things was but as 
a (hadow,andin them, as before was ſaid, hereioy- 
ced, as thongh hee reiozced not. Hence it then com- 
meth to paſſe, that fin hauing prophanzd and ſome- 
thing obſcured his ioy, notwithſtandingall outward 
3 come 
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comforts in great aboundance preſent th;emſclues, 
and their ſervice, yer they are in his account bur 
miſerable comforters , no, for all chem he d:oupes, 
and hangs downethe head,& hangs vp hb harps,re- 
membring the comforts of S109, & thoſe ſweet ſongs 
of the night,whcrewithGod was once wont to fil his 
mouth,he begins-to think with himſelfe: O in whar 
bappy caſe was I , when I walked faithfully and 
vprightly with my God ! O the ſweet ſongs of the 


| night, & heauenly inſpirations of the Almighty! O 


the gracious viſitations of the Spirit, and teachings 
of the reines in che night ſeaſon! How was I chen fed 
with the bread of Angels, and feaſted with the dain- 
tieſt ofthoſe heauely delicates? VVhy then doe I de- 
| priuc my ſelfe of all theſe comforts by minc owne 
negligence ? Why returne I not againe to my good 
God, to enioy his heretofore taſted ſweernefſe? But 
now the Temporaries ioy ariſeth onely from avery 
{light and ſuperficiall apprehenſion of the promiles, 


| onely froma ſipping of this wine in the mouth, and 
| not from any operation therofar the heart:& there- 


fore his ioy, as we ſhewed, was greater in outward 

things then in ſpirituall:and hence it comes to paſle, 
/ that when for the retaining of theſe temporall com 
| forts,he beginsto fall,his ſpiritual ioy, by this means 
once interrupted,quite dieth : for it was nor of that 
force, tolcaue ſodeepe an 1impreflion in his heart, 
as that afterward hee ſhould be affeRed with the re- 
membrancg thereof, in ſo powerfull a manner as 
thereby to bee raiſed vp againe, to ſeeke the Lord 
afreſh by a renued a of faith and repentance. But 
the ioy and comfort of the true beleiuer had ſuch - 


quick- 
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quickningand reuiuing vertuec in it, that hee cannor 


with the Propher, in the remembrance thereof, ſay 
1 will newer forget thy precepts : for by them thou haſt 
quickned me; | 
[ V.The ioy of true Faith, isa more orderly, and 
[ciſurely ioy, it comes not all on the ſodaine, but v- 
ſually by certaine ſteppes and degrees, in this man- 
ner. Furſt, the beleeuer ſees his owne ſinfull wree- 
chednes,clearely repreſentedto his cics in the glaſſe 
ofthe Law , and thereupon agaſt with fo fearctull a 
ſight, heis in great diſtreſle, feeling how bitter and 
burdenſome hs {ins are: for which being throughly 
pricked and perplexed in conſcience, and knowing 
there is no remedy but Faith inChriſt,he beginneth 
ro hunger for Chriſts righteouſreſlc, and for Faith 
toapprehendir, yawning in his deſires, even like 
the drie and thirſty ground. This Faith when at 
length he hath gor by many ſtrong and loud cryes, 
ſent vpto the throne of Grace, he teeleth his minde 
calmed, and beginnerh to reioyce in the ſaluation 
of the Lord. An example of ioy thus wrought, we 
haue in thoſeConuerts of Perer, who were firſt pric- 
kedand wounded in Spirit,crying out to the Apo» 
Utes, for ſomerelecte; and then afterward, hearing 
the promiſes, and receiuing the Sacraments, they 
wercrepleniſhed wich theioy ofthe holyGho!?, Bur 
the Temporaries ioy comes not fo ſlowly, burit 
(prouteth forth like 7045 Gourde ſodainely in one 
night. And therforcin the Parable iris ſaid, chat the 
ſeed inthe ſtony ground incontinentlyſprung forth, 
And in the expolition of the Parable, Chriſt ſayes , 


but remember it,eucn in his moregricuous falls,and | 
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that iwmediately vpon the firſt bearing, without any 
rouch of conſcience, without any througb humilia- 
tion going before, they receine the word with toy. But 
the good ground brings forth, as other of her fruits; 
ſo this of ioy,with patience,as Lake hath it:or as the 
Grecke word may bearc, in expecZation,or tariance ; 
namely , forthe fit ſeaſon. Iris ſpoken (I rake it) in 
oppofition tothe ſtony ground, which was faid to 
bring forth preſently vpon the receipt of the Secde. 
But the good ground doth rather reſtraine,or keepe 
in it ſelfe , doth rot ſuddenly put forthir (elfe , as 
the ſtony ground, but retajnes the ſecede within, till 
the iuſt time of bringing forth be come. Wherefore 
this oucr violent baſtinefſe, that is in our T empora- 
ries ioy , and fo allo other of his graces, giueth vs 
iuſt cauſe ro ſuſpeRthcm asdeceittull, and to feare 
in them the truth of the common Prouerbe , Soon 
ripe ſoone rotten, Asin travellers, heethat atthe firſt 
isſo free and frolike, and ſpurres it, and gallops it 
ſoluſtily, he ouer-takes indecde many in-the way, 
and leaues them bchinde ; bur at length his horſe is 
tyred,and then he is ouer- taken,to his ſhame,of the 
more ſober, & moderate Rider, whom ere-while he 
paſſed by,as an ouer ſlow companion:ſo in this ſpi- 


rituall iourney ourSauiour noteth it,that mary of 1he | 


— ———— 


fir} that outſtript their felſowes,ſhal be laſt, when the | 


{ laſt hall be firſt. How farrc was 14s at firſt, before 


Nicodemus? Nicodemus camecloſely, and by ſtealth 
to Chriſt,and was onely a night profeſſor; /a«45 fol. 


| 
| 


; 


lowed him openly in the day,in the fight of all mcn | 
when Nicodemms was but a {low ſcholer,ſcarſe capa: | 


dlc of the firſt clementsof Chriſtianity , as namely, | 
Ol | 
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| but afterward came colde nips, and then all is mar» 


| not deceiue themſelnes, to take heede of the ſtony | 
; grout dsoucrfOorwardnes;in their firſt beginnings to; 
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— 


of the datrine f Regeneration, 1ndas wasa forward. 
and zealous Preacher : And yet atlaſt , Nicodems | 
that was /aſt , became firſt - and 1adas that was j/?, | 


became /aft : when 1adas did treacherouſly betray 
Chriſt in the night, he did faithfully profeſie bimin 


the day , and when /#/as his great faith was turned 


into hcll:ſh deſpaire, then he wentand hung him- 
ſelfe ; then did Nicodemss his little Faith , become 


ſtrong and bold,that he durit openly begge,and ho- | 


aourab!y bury the body ct Ieſus. He that runnes 0- 
ucr eagerly atthe firſt beginning of bis race, quick- 
ly runnes himſ{clfc out of breath, andcannor polli- 
bly bold out, Vntimely fruits, children that come 
belore their time, are valhapen,and deformed chil- 
dren, and docnot liue, So arctheſe Temporaries, 
whoſe graces come out of the wombe, before they 
baue thcir iuſt conception , miſ-ſhipen, and dcfor. 
med Chriſtians, and ſuch kinde of graces quickely 
vaniſh: It fareth with them as with children that are 
roo timely witty and wiſe aboue their agezof whom 
wee lay ,.and experience ſhewes as much, they are 
not long lived: when we ſee a Chriſtian, atthe very 
firt dalh breake forth into zeale, abouethe age of 
his Chriſtianity, itis but an il! ſigne, 2 preſage of no 
durable ſoundneſle. The flattering of the Sunne 
rayes often drawes forththe bloſſomes very earcly: 


red, andithad been better they had not beene lo 
forward. Itis good then for Chriſtians,that would 


be wikely moderate : when they are but children in 
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Chriſt to ſpeake, and docas children, and as David 
ſpeaketh in another cauſe,nor to vnder take,ot ven- 
ture on things too high forthem, rather to imitate 
Pythagoras Schollers of whom the beſt and molt to- 
ward!y wercto hold their pcace for the two firſt 
yeares , and not before thus throughly ripened, to 
ſhew themſclues, Then may they have ioy as of 
other of their gifts, ſo of theſe ioyes and feelings 
which now we ſpeake of. But the Temporaries reioy- 
' cing is notgood. Though God giuec fim ſometaſts 
and feelings, yet they are not as any earneſt of a 
greater payment to follow , ſos they areto the E- 
l-R,cuen the firft fruits,promiſing an ample barucſt, 
but onely a ſay of precious wares, which oftentimes 
| 's given tochapmen that neuer buy, & purchaſe the 

whole : for this ioy wanteth both /zeceririe, being 
defiled : fulnes being ſicightand defettive : frenerh 
being faint and feeble : moderarion being vnſeaſona- 
ble,forward & haſty. And therefore, thougha kind 
of Spirituallioy , yer for this deccit,deſeruerh 

the ſame checke wherewith Salomon 
rebuketh the carnall , Thor ar; 
mwadade,what « it that 
thou doeft ? 
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Of the deceit of the Temporarie belteuers 
ſorrowes and deſires. 


x2EPHE deccits that are in the Temporaries 
I] > Faith thus opened , wee come in the next 
NE - _ 

%@PBU. place, to ſpeake of his deceits in the matter 
of Repenrance, \V here it cannot be denyed,but that 
he may gue very farre inthe probable reſemblance 
of Repentance; infomnchas hee himſclte,as well as 
others, may thinke he hath in truth repented. To 
examine this more particularly, in the particulars of 
Repentance, and firſt in that which is inward, and 
then in that which is outward therein. 


1. For the inward prad7ife of Repentance, there are 


ewo ſpecial! things wherein hce deceiueth himlelfe, 
Sorrow , Deſire. The former reſpeRing time palt: 
the latter, time preſent, and tocome. 

1. For his ſorrow, heis wondrous wide, hee fee- 
lcth,no doubt,oftentimes ſome remorſe,the prickes 
and ſtings of an accuſing conſcience, asit were the 
arrowes ofthe Almighty ſticking in hisribbes : and 
bereupon concludes hee hath bis part in godly ſor- 
row. Burt excceding falſly , and deceitfully : For, 
who feelc greater gripes, and pangs of of vpbray- 
ding , and vexing conſciences, than doe the Di- 
vells themſelues, and che moſt deſperate repro- 
bates ? So that if this rcafon were good, they alſo 
ſhould haue godly ſorrow. Indeed theſe compun- 
| tions of heart, theſe horrors , and cerrours j- = 
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Ele& arc anotablec preparativeto godly ſorrow, and | 
they are as the prickes of the needte,making way for | 
the thred : as wee may fec inthe example of that | 
croupe of Saint Peters Conuerts:neuerthcleſle they | 
areto be diſtinguiſhed from repentance it ſelſe, as be- | 
ing common to the reprobate,with the Ele&t, Ther- | 
tore, astheficke patient ſhould deceiue bimfelfe in 
thinking hee had raken a ſufficient purge, 5ecauſe 
he hath taken a preparatiuez or as he ſhould de- 
ceiue himſelfe , that ſhould thinke hce wereentred 
farre enough iatothe houſe, that ſtands oncly in rhe 
Entry erthe Porch : ſo doth heere our temporary de- 
[ude his ſoule, miſtaking ſome preperatory, and in- 
troduttorie workes vnto repentance; for repentance 
icfelfe. For notwithſtanding thoſe Penirentiaries in 
the Aﬀs were miſerably wracked, and tormented 
in conſcience, and fclt the two cdged-lwordotthe 
Spirit piercing through their ſoules , yet when they 
demanded of Perer,whar they ſhould doc,namely , | 
to be eaſcd oftheir preſent diſtreſſe, recciucd this | 
anſwer; Repent:belike then they had not repented as | 
yer, for all the ſmart of their rubbing & gailing con- | 
ſciences. Nay,marke how Peter preſcribes repentance | 


— 


— 


. as the onely ſoucraigne remedy to relceue them in | 


that their agony. Loethen yct a lowler and groſlcr 
deceit, to take the diſeaſe for the remedy , tothinke | 
that becauſc they haue the wound curable onely by 
the Palme of Gilead, therefore they haue the Balme | 
it ſelfe. So alſo our Sanivar calleth ſuch as are in | 
this caſe, men heany laden and wearied with the bur- 
then of finnes guilt, and bids them come vmto him. 


A man therefore may bee burthened with the ſen'e | 
of 
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of finne, and yet ( as yet ) not cometo Chriſt. Yea, 
there is as great difference bertwixt being thus hea- 


reGerets 


gl 


uie loaden ; and comming to Chriſt, as betwixt ha- 
uing a burthen on orcs backe , andthe having ofit 
taken off: for thetefore dothCunisrcall ſuch ro 
come vnto him, that by this meanes they might be 
caſed. And yer more plainly doth our Squiourcleere 
this, when he ſaith,chat he came to cal ſinners (vn- 
derſtand itof {inners laden with the burthen of their 
ſinnes, ſecingand bewayling their miſery) 107epen- 
tance. T herefore, to feele ones (elfe a (inner, and to 
bee touched with the ſenſe of our miſery, isnort a!- 
wayes repentance, Andin the place fore-alledged, 
Maith.11.28. hee bids ſuchas arc laden with (inne ; 
thatis , ſuch as feele the ſmart of fins guile preſſing 
the conſcience, eventhem he bids tolearnc humili- 

tie: which ſh:weth that a man may be afteRed with 
ſome ſenſe of finne, and yet not truely humbled in 
godly ſorrow. Butthat his deceit, in thinking hee 
hath godly ſorrow , may the better appcare, lct 
vs briefly examine ir by the Properties of godlie ſor- 
row. 

Firſt, Godly ſorrow reſpeRts the ixne more than 
the puniſoment , and maketh the repenting ſinner to 
be of this minde, that hce cares not what outward 
puniſhment he indures, ſo that hee might feele the 
guile of his ſinne waſhed out of his conſcience , and 
behold the louing countenance of God in Chrilt. 
The voice of godly ſorrow is that of David, Take 4- 
way the treſpaſſe of thy ſernant. Itis the 1reſpaſſe hee 
would hate taken away : for as for the Puniſhment, 
how hee ſtoode affeed, let his owne words after- 
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ward witneſſe when he ſpeaks thus toGod, let edine 


hand 6: pon me and my Fathers houſe. Butit ts oncly 
the punilkmenteither felt, or feared , that cauſeth 


| that howling andcrying, which ſometimes is in the | 
wicked Temporarie,as Eſau, Ahab,ludes, cc. The 


: 
. 


: 
L 


voyce of this baſe forrow,is that of Pharaoh, T ake a- | 


way this plague ,namely,of the outward ſcourge, nor, 
7 ake away this hard heart, agregger plague than any: 
yea, thansll the ten plagues. Marke the difference 
betwixt Pharaoh and Daaid ; the /lanes gricfe, hich 
is forthe whip; and the fonnes, which is for 6fcnd- 
ing his kind and loving father. The one is the gricte 
of lone,the other of feare and hatred. 
Secondly,Goaly ſorrow is laſting and durable, 2 
ſinme faith Danid,a exer beforemee. Their humiliati- 
on is a continuall a, renewed daily ; inſomuch, 
that if they ſometime through weakeneſſe omit ir, 
they recompenceit with an extraordinary meaſure 


cherof afterward. The Prophet clſe. where complai- | 


neth, that his 7eares were as his ordinary food, which 
if men omit one day, theyeate the more for it the 


next,But the ſorrows of theſe zemporariesare a2n1iſh, 


, 


, 
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| 
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| 
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| 
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| 
| 


and come onely by f/s and (farts, Yerheevein not | 
apuiſh , that Agues are conſtant in theirfittes, and | 
ſome of them hold long, theſe forrowes are very vn- 
ccrtaine and momentany. They may be ſometime, ' 


as a graue Diuine ſpeakerh , Sermon-ficke, but no 0- 
therwiſe than menate Sea-ficke , whoare prelently 


well againe, when they come to ſhoare. Herertiien | 


is the deceit of the Temporaric, that thinkes he hath 
lorrowed enough , if thatatany t:me heefeele any 


panz: of theſe paſhons, any qua/mes5of griete, any 
 tmall 
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| 


| Their wound madethem feekefor Phylicke, and 


| niſters of God. Now 1ladas allo had his terrours of 


I I 


| this corroliue of godly ſorrow, applied once to the 


| they drivethem T he former notto Chriſt, bur to 


they drave Cain to the building of Cities,thinking 
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ſmall workings of ſorrow to diſquiet him bur alicle. 
Altke , as if one, feeling the fic(hro ſmart after the 
plaiſter newly applied to the ſoare, ſhould preſently, 
take off the playlter , and thiokeit had wrought cs 
nough ; whereas the playſter muftlic on ſtill, c:l1 ir 
haue eacerout the corruption wholly. And ſomuſt 


feltcred ſoares of our Uinnes (i1]] remaine with vs,till 
they be throughly healed,that is,toourdying day; 
and then all zeares, euen the teares of godly forrow 
it ſc!fe, ſhall be wiped away, but not before. 
Thirdly, godly ſorrow , yea thevery firſt ſeedes 
and preparations thereof, thoſe terrours and hor- 


rours that arein the conſciences of the Ele, they 
till drive themto God, and fir them tor the hand of | 
God , to be wrought and framed rhereby. As wee | 
may lee in them whom Peters Sermon pricked. 


drauethemrto the Phyſician, to the men and Mi- | 
conſcience : ſoalſoÞbad Saul his. But whither did 


the enemies of Chriſt, the high Pricſts, and the De- 
uill, to whom he went, when he wenttothe halter. 
Thelatteralfo, notto prayer, not to God, not to 
the men of God, but ro Muſicke, to the Harpe, and 
at the laſt, tothe Witch of En4oy, to the Deuill. So 


to deccive thoſe terrours by that imployment of 
his minde. Thus alwayes doth the T emporarie, 
when God ſhoetes his arrow into the ſide of his 
conicience, tlie from him, asa Dog fromhim = 
{triket 
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The deceitfulueſſe of Mans beart. 
Arikerh bim with acudpell, and ſcekes any where 


| rather for reliefe than at bis hands : for ſuch is his 


deſpaire,whereof heis ſwallowed vp,and ſuch is bis 
deſperare malice and hatred againſt God in this 
caſe,thar hee cannor ſo mnch as whiſper thelcaſt (il. 
[able to bim: Iris otherwife with the Ele&Rt of God. 
Paul being fearefully wounded and confounded in 
his minde, could yct then ſay to that God that did 
all chatvnto him, Zord, what wonldeft thou bane mee 
to doe? 

Fourthly , godly ſorrow worketh Repentaxce, 2 
change andalteration of heart, cauſing vs to hate 
ſinnec, and loverightcouſneſſe. And the reaſon is , 
for that in godly ſorrow the heart is moulten, and 
wholly liquified and diſſolucd , and ſo being made 
ſoftand tender,recciucth the ſtampeand impreſſe of 
Gods Spirit. But in theſe our Temporaries no ſuch . 
matter. They may other-while (hed a few whooriſh 
teares & heng dewne the head like a bul-ruſh for 4 day, 
with thoſe ewes - but filthy ſwine that they arc, at- 
ter they haue waſbed themſelues (inthe waters;0ne 
would hauc rhoughe of Repentance ) they returne 
preſently to their wallowing in the mire of their 
former filthineſſe. 4hab faſts and pincheth his car- 
kafle with ſack-cloth, and goes creeping and crou- 
ching; but had heeeuer truly repented for oppreſ: 
{ing of poore Naboth, would hee fo ſoont after have 
failenintothe ſameſinne of oppreſſion , in the vn- 
iuſt impriſonment of the holy Prophet Michaiah; 
where the circumſtanceofthe perſon oppreſſed, ad- 
deth weight to the finne? If ir had beenetruc re- 
pentance, his hand would nor ſtill haue remayned | 

blondie, * 
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| itis with all Temporaries, Though they ſhed rig, 
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wholeſome Prophecies of faithtull Michaiah. Eſau, 
cucn inthe middeſt of his yelling, falſly accuſeth 14+ 
cob his brother for coſcnage , ſeckerhro haue a blel- 
ſing ſcuered trom his brothers, and carrieth a vin= 
ditiue minde againſt him, purpoſing ro marcher 
him. Yea Fe/ix,whenſtrucken with the maieſty of 
the word in Pazls mouth,ſothat he trembled again 
for feare, yet euventhen he remained the fame coue- 
cous Felix that before:at that very inſtant he erem- 
bled , hee couetcd, and cxpetted a bribeof Par, 
when he gaue Pau! ſome occaſion, to expe repen- 


cance of him, Thus alſo when Gods threatningsin | 


the miniſterie of Moſes wrung teares outofthe 1ſrae- 
lites eyes , yes they could not wring rebefion out of 
their hearts - for being threatned to diein the Wik 
dernefle,for their thoughts of returning into Egypt, 
and-therefore commanded not to goe the next way 
ro Candan, but to goe backe againe intothe Deſart, 
that ſo the denounced ſentence might becx2cutedz 
they ſcemed much robe moned herewith, and hum- 
bled themſclues in weeping and confelhon of thet 
ſinnes: bur yet for allthis, they would by no means 


bee perſwaded toobeythe commandement of not |. 


going on ſtraight forward toward Canaan. Thelike 
is to be thougbeof /udas bis griefe:for all that,fillhe 
remayned the ſame olde 1d that before. T here 
was not any true hatred of his ſfinne wrought in his 
heart; for then hee could not haue added murther 
to murther. Nay, if hee had liued, he would hane 
been ready to haue played ſome new pranke. Thus. 


blowdie, nor his care vncirecumeiſed ; rodiftalte the 
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baptized with the reares thereof, receiuerth ſuch a 


| of rcares, though they werer their couches, and cuen 


bathe and ſoakechemſclucs in this fale brine, yet for 
all chis chey remaine vnſcaſoned and vnmortificd. 
Theis Leoparas ſbors ſill remayne vnwaſhen; their 
 Blackamores hide vachanged. But godly ſorrow is 
of charnature, that the ſcule once drenched , and 


tintture and ate of grace, that will never afrer our. 
There isno diſtillation of hearbs ſo precious for the 
curing of bodily , as this of godly ſorrowes, teares 
for the healing our ſoules infirmitics, The are is 
not fo cleared, when the cloud is difſolued by raine, 
asrhe minde, when the clouds of our jniquitics are 
diſſolued by the raine of repenting teares, Theſe 
waters are the Red Sea, wherein the whole armie of 


che Temporarie are but ſhallow, and want cheir juſt 
depth, therefore his (innes are nor choxked, bur ra- 
ther deliciouſly ba:hedthercin. And ſo much for the 
temporary ſorrow. 

His deſiresare noleſle deceirfull. Deſire is recko 
ned by Pa#/amang the fruits or parts orrepentance. 
Andin temporariesthercfecm oft-times to be good 
motions,diſpolitions,and defiresaftergood things. 
They tn the Goſpell, hearing theexcellent diſcourſe 
of our S$4ui89r, concerning the heavenly Manna, 
cryed our, as affected therewith, Lord, enermore 
gine vs of this bread. And Agrippa was lofar wroght 

Wwpcn by Pan/, that hee ſayd, Theu almoſt prrſwadeſt 
e to become 4 chriſtian. But thele defires ofthe tem- 
porary are notfound. For, 


make 
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our {innes is drowned. Butfor that theſe waters in | 


- I. Truedelires arc ho faznt defires , but ſuch as, 


| 
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| make vs faint,they arc ſoeager and earneſt; like the 
deſires of couctous men , who with 4hsb, will bee 
ficke for their neighbours vineyard , they long for ir 
ſo defirouſly: And therefore the Apoſtle ſaitb,Coner 


cer children, which made her ſay, Gine me children , 
or 14ie, Sccitin Danid:Like a the Hart brayeth afier 
the rivers of water, ſo doth my ſoule after thee , © God, 
And againe,my ſoule deſireth after thee like the thirſty 


ſtrong : beedoth notas God commands , opev bt 
mouth wide ; and cannot ſay with Danid, My heart 
breaketh for deſire to thy indgements ; nor with the 
Church,7 am ſicke of loue;nor as Siſerain hisnaturall 
thirſt, 7 die for 1hirſt, giue me drinke:tor this is the na- 
ture of ſtrong and feruent dclires,to be ſo impatient 
of delay, thatthey commonly verifi? Sa/omons Pro- 
uerbe, The hope that th@geferred , i the fainting of the 
ſoule, Therefore our Sauiour bleſſed indeed thoſe 
that hunger and thirſt for his righteouſnes, but yer 
ſuch as hungerand thirſt in 0wrning, which was 
that he required before vnto bleſſednes. The bleſſed 
dclires then are only thoſe which are ſo «fc@tonate 
tharthey make the deſirer to mourne, tceling his 
dcttre not to be fulfilled : but now our Temporarie 
though he defire grace , yethee feeleth not tearty 
griefe in the want of grace, this neuer troubles him, 
ie neuzr breakes his ſlcepe: Therefore his deſires are 
not right. 

2. True deſires of good things are exceeding 
painfull and laborious,in auoyding all hinderances, 
and in vſingall good helps and furtherances, There: 
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after ſdiritaall things; yea, like the deſire of Rahel at- | 


eround. Bur our Temporaries delires are nothing lo | 
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The deceirfulnefſe of mans beart. 


fore our Sauiour compares them to the naturall de- 


fires of banger and 1hirſt - Now banger (as wee lay ) 


will breake through «a ſtonewall : it will make a man 
eate his owne flz(h, rather then to be ſtarued : And 
Daxids thirſt made him venture the liues of bis three 
worthies.In nature the coxcupiſcible ſaculty is ſeccon- 
ded with the iraſcible, our deſire is backed with our 
anger ; ſo that being croficd in our defies , our an- 
ger preſently is vp.in armes, and labourerh the re- 
mouall of that which croſſeth : So fire beſides its 
lieht,wherby it deſireth as it were the higheſt place, 
hath alſo heate, roconſume all obſtacles that with- 
ſtand his afſent. Burt now our remporaries deſiresare 
nothing elſe but idle, lazic, and lusking wiſhes, ſuch 
as the (luggards, whereof Salomon thus ſpeaketh. 
T he deſire of the ſluggard ſlayeth him ; for his band's re- 
faſe to worke, Andagaine, Theſlaggard laiterh, but 
, hath nought.Why?BccauſetheLion in the way terri- 
fieth bim, the toile of working $kares him: he would 
faine haue meat, but will not worke : and ſo thoſe 
in the Goſpcl would fzine haue the heaucnly bread, 
Lord,euermore gine vs of this bread, but they will not 
(as Chtiſt tells chem) rake the paines to come vnto 
him by faith for it: for God hath appointed, that as 
inthe naturall,ſoalſoin the ſpicituall life, /» the ſwear 
of thy browes thou fhalt line.But our ſluggiſhTempo- 
rary will none of that;he deſires and defircs,but Qtill 
lies lusking in his bed , gapingand ſtretching him- 


| ſclfe, like the doretharturncs vpon the hinges, but 


yet hangs ſtill pon them,it comes not off for all the 
turningsz ſo hee, for all the turning of his heart in 


| faint and weake dclires , ſtill hangeth faſt vpon the 


R hinges 
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| ſclfe to Gaps commandement in the vſe of the 


| ſo durifall,fubieRing it ſelfe to the vie of the meancs 


hinges of his finnes , and cannot poſhbly come our 
of the power of iniquitie : ſeeing many rubs in the 
way of his deſices,he hath no ſpirit or courage to go 


of the ſpirituall Philiſtines, for the gerring of the ſpi- 


about to remoue them, ro breake throughthe holte || 


rituall waters: He can wiſh with Balaam, O that my 


not alike deſire the life of the righteous. If he deſire 
vertue, yet not the meanes that ſhould bring him 
to it; and thus deſiring vertucghe pines and perilhes 


fall of ſach ſleight and ſlothfull wiſhes - Such as were 
his in the Goſpell, that hearing CEri## heavenly 
diſcourſe,crycd out, affeted therewith , Bleſſed are 
they that eate bread in the kingdome of God; But,as our | 
Saviour there ſhewes in his anſwer,they ſuffereuery 
light occaſion of Farmes, Oxcn , Wiues to detaine 
them. And ſo as the Temporaries deſire isan idle, fo 
alſo itis a 4;ſobedirent deſire, that will not ſubmitrir 


meanecs : bur the true belecuers deſire is /aboriow, & 


commanded,and as carneſtly deſiring thoſe meanes, 
as the exdiit ſelfe, as Dauid, when rauilhed with the 
meditation ofthe good mans bleſledneſle,preſently 
conceiued this ys not, O that Lhad this happi- 
nefle ! but, O that I could vſe the meancsto bring 


Hed,that 1 might keepe thy ſtatutes : And againe, My 
beart breaketh for deſire thy indg ements. 
3. Trne deſires are conftent, asin David, in the 


| 


words laſt mentioned , ty heart breaketh for deſire 


ſoule might diethe death of the righteous! But he doth | 
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, 


to thyrdgements alwaies: Thereafon is, becauſe true 
deſires arc inſatiable. The good Chriſtian, though 
he haue neuer ſo much grace, yet ſtill feels his wants; 


and the more hee hath, the more hee defireth , and 


when theſe ſþiri:nall riches increaſe(contrary to Da- 
»ids prohibition in the Temporal! ) hee ſets his heart 
ponthem. And therefore ſtill his foule imitateth the 
horſe leaches voyce, that cry,Give,gine :butthe de- 
fires of the Temporary, although ſometimes forthe 
time they may ſceme violent, yctat length they va- 
niſh away as the morning deaw; as God himlelfc 
cenfureth thoſe good affeRions which ſeemed to be 
in the Iſraclites. The motions and affetions, which 
he hath in good things,are not much vnlike to thoſe 
which the truc belecuer hath ſometimes in cuil:For 
as he in temptation ſometimes may be tickled, and 


feele ſome pricking in his deſires to the way of wic- | 


kedneſle , as once Dazid, when he began to enter- 
taine thoſe thoughts, 7 hane waſhed my hands in inno- 
cencie in vaine: yet in concluſion he quenches thoſe 
thoughts,and ſo mockes Sathan, to whom he made 
faire of comming to him,as David did, when for all 
his beginning to yeeld , yet in thecnd heecame in 


with, that 6uz, or yet : forall ths 1ſaidere-while, | | 


God is go0d,c.T othis our Temporarie, though 0- 
chernle he may haue,as weſay, amoneths minde 
to R_—_ and with 4grippa be halfepreſwaded 
to bea Chriſtian , yegthe concluſion is, I will not 
leane my former courfe, and ſo hee mockes God , 
whom he bore in hand, that hee would become his 
Diſciple. | 
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Of rhe deceits of the temporary in the outward 
prattiſeof Repentance, 


Te», 

US +] bo the zemporeries repentance , in that which 
YRS) is iaward , this Chapter ſhall be ſpentin 
lhewing the deceit of that which is ourward, both 
that which isin words,and in deeds: for the former 
there are two ſpecials , whercin the 7ewporary de- 
cciueth himlclfe; Confeſſ:on and Prayer, 

1. For Confeſſion,it cannot be denyed but that it 
isa worthy ſeruice of a repenting linner,orclle God 
would ncuer bauec promiſed ſogreat a reward to it: 
If wee confe(ſe our ſinnes, bee s faithful to forgine. 
ob inthelarge Caralogueof his good works, wher- 
with he cheared himſelfe in that heavie agonie , a- 
monglt the reſt reckoneth the confeſſion of his lins 
for one, If 7 bawe hid my ſinne,as did Adam, cc. And 
Danid having ſaid , T «ke away the treſpaſſe of thy ſer- 
ant; to make good that ſpeech,and roproue him- 
ſelfe Gods ſeruant,he addeth, for 7 hawe dome fooliſhe 
[y;as ſome godly learned thinke, hereby intimaring, 
| thatif hedeferued not to be called Gods feruant, in 
regard of his late ſinne, yct ar leaſt, inregard of his 
latter ſervice of confeſſion : yea elſewhere when on- 
[y a purpoſe of confeſhon conceiued by him , Gods 
care was in his heart, before his confeſhon was in his 
tongue; / thought 1 would confeſſe my (inne , and thou 
|forgencf me:for as only the man wakened out of his 
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| ching repentance ſaith, Repenr axd belcene. | 


dreame ca tell his dreame, ſo only the man awake- 
ned out ofhis finnes by repentance, can truly con- 
felle them. Wherefore, howſocuer remporaries, and 
vnregencrate m:n may make an outward confeſhon 
as Sant, Iudas,Pharaoh,and others did, yet the truth 
is, there is much guilc in their confeſſions, 

1, Trueconfeſhon muſt come, as wee ſceinthe 
Publicanc,trom atouchedand troubled ſoule,from 
that broken and bleeding heart of Danid, from that 
melting and relenting heart of /oſiah ; This is the 
Sacrifice which the Lord will not deſpiſe. But our term- 
porary knowes it not, the paine of the wracke only 
wrings the confelhon from him , not the mercie of | 
that ſ[weer God, whom he bath offended: And ther- 
fore,as we ſec in Pharaoh, when he is off the wracke, 
hc beginseo {ing another note,and to vnſay and call 
in,ina manner, his confeſhon. 

2. [ct muſt come alſo from a beteeuing heart, lay» 
ing hold vpon mercy : As Dan. g.9. Tet compaſſton 
and forgiuenes i with the Lord, albeit we haue rebelled 
againſt him. And Ezrs.10. 2. Wee hawetreſpaſſed, &c. 
yes now here is hope in 17 ael concerning thu, namcly , 
for the forgiuenes of this line. Thistte temporary | 
in his diſtreſſe cannot doe. 1d could fay , / have 
ſinned,bur for his life he con!d not adde thoſe words 
of Danid,, Take away the finne of thy ſeruant, Nay he 
could not ſay that confcfhon , 7 have ſinned roGod , 
bur only tothe high Pricſts:for he was wholly ſwal- 
lowed vpof deſpatre. His repentance was adeſpe- 
rate repentance,not tempered with faith, ſoasis the 
true repentance. And therefore our Squiour prea- 
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;. Confelhon muit-come from an honeſt heart, 
purpoſing not to (inne , that ſo with the confellion 
we may ioynealſo the confuſion and ouerthrow of 
finne : Hee that confe(ſeth andfor ſaketh (that is, hee 
that in the very a of confethng forlaketh)bs ſinve, 
| hall find mercy, | his was the confefhon of that good 
| Shecaniah, Ex16. 10.2.3.We haueireſpeſſed,tyc. Now 

therefore let vs make aconenent with the Lord, topnt 
awe) «Q the wines. But how farreare the Tempora- 
ries from this , who when by confeſſion they have 
ſcemcd to gdiſgorge their ſtomacks, haue filthily 
with the doggceaten vp their owne vomit againe ? 
And fo farre are they from this purpoſe of not fin- 
ning,that they arc fully ſcevponſin,in confelling;as 
in thoſe //raclirer,thar ſaid, we have ſinned,we will goe 
vp; which was as much asif they ſhould have ſaid, 
we hawe ſinned,we wil ſin: for God in the former verſe 
had forbidden them ro goe vp; yea , many of them 
preſume toſinne, becauſe of conteſhon;thinking by 
it to becaſcd,as the drunkard by his vomiting: And 
though ſome of them, in their good moodes, andin 
ſome of their fies , may ſeeme, when they humble 
themſclues in confeihion , verily to purpole amend- 
ment, yettheſeare no ſound, no ſetled, noſincere 
& honelt purpoſes,but ſudecn flaſhings, conceiued 
by their deceitfyll hearts, rather to auoid the iudge- 
ments cither felt, or feared, then truely to pleaſe 
Gad ; and thus, becauſe the heart is cot rent, toge- 
ther with the garments, therefore neither is the in 
rent, butrather ſown faſter trogetber by that rending 
of the garment;and brcauſe with that penitent Pub- 
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youdens petu | withthe oxewerd kuocking ofthe breft,therefore this 


knocking doth not batter in pieces but rather con/s- 
lHidate and more firmcly compa finne together. 

2 .Poynt,which che mouth performes , is Prayer: 
neither can it be denied, but that the Temporary may 

ay, and that as one would thinke, very zealouſly, 
as no doubt but/adas did, together with his fellows, 
all ofchem defiring Chriſteo inftruRt them how ro 
pray ; acicher only may he doe this with others,bnc 
alſo ſolitarily apart by himſelfe,as it is ſaid,the Pha- 
rifie went vp to the Temple to pray , as well as the 
Publicane, both of them co their pruuzte prayers,the 
Temple then in regard of ceremoniall bolincfle, be- 
ing the place,as wel of ptiuate,as of publike prayer. 
It may ſeeme then our Temporary is well : Foritis 
only the ſanQifying Spirit whichteacheth ropray, 
who therefore is ſtyled the Spirit of prayer , and the 
children of God are viſually in Scriptures deſcribed 
by this,that they ca#v pow rhe name of the Lord - Bur 
alas, his prayers are not true prayers, they are tur- 
ned into finne : For, 

Firft, thongh he may pray to our thinking (and 
bis own too ſometime) very feruently, yer 7ob ſaies, 
| Will he pray alway ? No, in more grieuous tryals his 
' heart and hopes faile him z his month is ſtopr, hee is 
| ſtrook ſpecchlefle, with the gueſt in the Parable,and 
| hath nor ſo much as one word to blefſe himſclfe 
withall, who yet laviſhed moſt luxuriouſly in abun- 
dance of words inthe time of _ 

2. In prayer he ſeeks himſelfe, and not Gods glo- 
rie, they care not ſo much for Gods fauour as for 
their owne profie, Vhereas the property of trac 


proper. 
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mong whow my name u called wpon ſhall bumble them. 
ſelnes,and pray,and ſeeke my face. In prayer, Gods face 


therefore our Sauiour teacherh vs both robegin,gur 
praiers with deſire of his glory, Halowed by thy name, 
and toend them with giuing glory to him, Thines 
the king dome, But the temporary is not thus holi- 
ly carried in his prayers with the reſpe&t of Gods 
glory,with Moſes and Pasl, preferring it to his owne 
ſaluation,but with ſe/fe-reþecZs,and thoſe very baſe, 
as may calily appeare by theſe two things: firſt, his 
prayers are more zeaious and feruent with others, 
then alone by himſelfe: whereas the vehemencie of a 
true Chriſtianis then greateſt, when he is ſhut vpin 
his cloſct, and hath Godonly to be witnes of it. This 
ſhews, that pride & vaine-glory ſway him,notany 
true zeale to Gods glory : | an aftcr prayer he 
hath no care to returne thanks;as in the nincLepers, 
which cricd as loud as the tenth , 7e/u have mercie , 
but returned not with him to giue thankes for thcir 
health; which ſhewed they ſought themſcluer onely 
in their prayers, and nothing efteemed the loue of 
Chriſt: chirdly , he makes prayer the end of prayer, 

he prayes to pay,he reſts in bis praier, and doth noe 
tn good ſadnes vic his prayer asa meane to preuaile 

againſt his ſins ; be prayes idlely and lazily, & doth 

not, together with his lippesin praying , moue bis 

hands in indeuouring for that he prayes; according 

as Salomon direterh coupling-together prayer to- 
God &our owneindeuour, If chow cel for knowledge, 


EC 


endecry for vnderſlanding; if tho ſerke as ſiluer , and 
ſearch 


a fauor is to be ſought abouc all other things:and | 


— 


105 


prayer is ſet downe by Salomon, 1f my people, my 1.Chro.7,14, 


Exod.31.32. 
Rom.g.3. 
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The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


Pro I4. 23+ 


, 


, Pſali 19.5.6.7, 


Verſes. 


Conſeſſ lib.8.1y 
exordu adeleſ- 
centie peticram 
| a te caftitatem, 
& continents- 
am, & dixtram 
da mubj couti- 
| neniliam, [ed no- 
| lo modo © Times 
bam enim ne me 
eudexaudirer, 
& ſanares a 
 morbo conc upiſ, 
centie, quim 
expleri male- 
bam,quam ©x- 
tingui. 
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ſearch for ber a« for treaſure. Loc,together with right 
crying andcalling in prayer , there muſt be ſecking 
and ſearching inthe vſc ofthe means:clſe we do bp 
mocke God,and our {clues much more, if we left 
our {clues in ſuch prayers, And that which Salomen 
ſpeakes of otherigle talke, will bee true of the vaine 
prattle of ſuch ſlotbfull prayers; 1» ali labour there 
abundance but the talke of the lips only bringeth want. 
We thall till remaine poore and beggarly in fpiri- 
tuall things, vnleſſe our hands beſtirre then, and la- 
bour,together with our movthes, vnleſſe we riſe vp 
from our prayers, with a ſctled purpoſe to buckle 
our ſclnes to our bulines. As Daeid, after that he had 
prayed the Lord, that his wayes might bedireRed 
to keepe Gods ſtatutes, and had inforced this prayer 
by cereaine arguments, he thusendedir, 7 will keepe 
thy ffatwures,whereas the on belecuerfceles no 
ſuch fruit of prayer, but rather ſayes ſecretly, I will 
lie in my ſinnes till, againſt which 1 hauc prayed, 
] will breake thy ftatutes , which Iprayed I might 
keepe. Much like to S. As{fez, that before biscon- 
verſion prayed to God for challicy and continencic, 
þut yet was afraid, as hee writs of himſclfe , leaft 
God (ſhould heare his praycr roo ſoone,defirons ra- 
ther to have his luſt ſatisfied then cxringvilhed. 
Such kinde of minds baue the vnregenerate in thcir 
praycr, ſtill they love their ſinnes, and would nor 
for all their talk, leaue them by their good wils. And 
therefore doe they ſo necre reſemble himin the Fa- 


| ble, that when his Cart Rtucke in the mire,called vp- 


on bis god for helpe; bur yerlay ftill, and would nor 


| ſtir the leaſt ofhis fingers to helpe himlelfe;yca,and 


thoſe 


[wor 
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thoſealſo thatin their Sacrifices for health did rio» 
rouſly banquet againſt health ; for while they pray 
againſt, they play and ſport themſelues in their 
finnes» 


iſe of repentance,namely, the reformation of life, 
the temporary allo may ſceme to atraine hereunto: 

for in the Goſpell the vxclcane ſpirit is ſaid robe coſt 
ot of him, which is tobe vaderſtood, in regard of 
outward reformation of his life , in that hee leaueth 
his former ſcandalous courſes of drunkenneſle, 
vncleanneſle, ſwearing, lyirg, open contempt of 
holy things, &c. and conformeth himſelfe ro ſome 

more ſober and ciuill carriage. But yet this reforma- 

tion is deceitful,or elſe the vacleane ſpirit could not 

ſocali'y re-enter with ſeven worſe ſpirits than bimſelfe 
into the partic thus reformed , ſo that bs latter end 
ſpanld become worſe than his beginning, Now the d:- 

ceit here is this that our temporary taketh his out- 
ward abſtinence from ſane for true reformation ; 
which vnleficic proceed fromthe inward forſaking 

is naught worth, There muſt be abh07ring of linne, 
as wel as ab/taining; loathing as wel as leauing,intruc 
reformation. Arhecfe when he is manacked,, can- 
|. not ſteale, he abſtaines outwardly : and yet happi- 


his lioniſh nature till; hee hath nor left that. Many 
leaue their ſtances in like manner, being reſtrained 


fill delight, and tickle them(elucs in the thoughts 


of thoſe {innes, Bur true reformation of fianemult 


proceed 


ly hath athecuiſh minde fill: And a chained Lyon | 
though hee abſtaine fromdeuouring, yer he hath | 


þ 
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Now, for that which is 7ca/in the outward pra- | 2,In deeds, 


Reformation 
of lifi © 
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by feare,ſhame,and ſuch like reſpeRs: Their hearts | 
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Pſal.119.102. 


De verb, Apoft. 
ſerm 11.Lupas 
vent ad one , 
0408 Fuarit 
Inuwadere ins - 
[ave denorare : 
vigilant Paſtg. 
res,[atrant Ca 
nes, nbilpote- 
rit,nonaufert, 
non occidit : 
ſed teamen lupus 
venit, lupus re. 
| dit. Nunquid 

quia 0uem nou 
tulit, ideo lupus 
wVerit,& outs 
redit? lupus ves 
nit,redit tre- 
mens,!upus eft 
tamen & fre 
mens & tre 
mens. 


| ſed,0b bow lone 1t 


proceede from the hatred of finne, and from the 
loue of Gods Law forbidding'finne, as Davids did 
1 haze refrained{(ſaith hee) from ewery ex:ll way ; but 
why did he ſo?vpon what ground?ro whatend?Thar 
1 might keepe thy word, It was that lone ofthe Law 
which hee had fo pathetically alittle before profel. 
Law! this was it thatmade him 
to refraine from (inne, his affetion toward the 
Ward : and this was that hee propounded to him. 


ſelfe, in abſtaining from ſinne , in diſpleaſing his 


owne corruption to pleaſe theLaw,toobey the law. 
The wolfe ( (aith Anfter ) comes to the (heepe-foold, 
« with a purpoſe to kill and cate : But the ſheepe- 
« heards they watch, the dogges they barke,he can 
*« doc nothing,he takes away nothing , hee kils no- 
*« thing :Yet as he comes,lo he gocs away,a Wolfe. 
« What , becauſe hce worried and tooke away no 
«« ſheepe, therefore he was a wolfe onely in his com. 
© ming, and a ſhcepe inhis returning? No, the 
© Wolfe comes furious , returnes fearefull , and yet 
«4 Wolfe as well in his feare, as in his furie. And ſo 
are many-as wicked in their fearefull abſtayning 
from (inne, asinthcir bold and furious committing 


| of ſfinne, Some alſoare diſabled by age , and yer ir 


doth them good to remember their former wic- 
kedneſle, and to incourage others to the ſame, It 
bare leaving ofthe outward a@ were enough , then 
theſe allo were reformed. Others alſo ſurceaſc from 
ſomeſinne, becauſc a contrary vice hath got the 
rule and poſſeſſion of them ; as when the prodigall 
man becomcs couctous : Is here any true rcforma- 
tion of prodigality ? Others againc are interrvp- 


p 


ted 


. Ws) wa * 
ft. 4+ #) _ 1 - 


"ol 


CONTRA. Do Ar LOST OT ODT: 7. OR 


6; 
[ 
p, 
6 
=—_ 
an, 
* 


— —— a. 


—_— \ [ARS - 
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ted inthe praiſe of one linne, byrcaſon ſome 0- 
ther ſinnediuerts them another way, as thoſe meſ- 
'ſengers did Saul from purſuing David. As thus, a 
man is couctous, but yet ambicion and vaineeglory, 
being ſtronger, make him leaue his baſe couetous 
niggardize. A man is giuen to incontinencie; bur 
his pride and feare of diſhonour , carrying a greater 
ſway with him, bridle hisluſt. A man is wickedly 
angry with his brother, but yet couctouſneſſe hath 
a greater hand oner him than anger; therefore there 
isa giftin ſecretgiving him, hee is pacificd. Heere 
Conetouſnes controules, and checks, andreforms 
anger: Will you call this a reformation? No,this is 
nothing , when one 7y7axt ouercommeth another , 
but when thelawfulXing oucrcomes himznot when 
one corruption prenaiteth agairftanorher, but when 
grace preuaile:hagainſt it; when though there were 
no other reſtraint, yet ones owne ſanRified heart 
would reſtraine and cauſe one to ſay with oſeph , 
How can 1 doe this, and ſinne ageinfl God ? atherwiſe 
| todeſiſt theoutwardaR, can yeeld but poorecom- 
for to aſſure vs that wee haue repented. Dezid had 
left the ſinnes of Murther and Adultery forallthar 
ſpace of time that was betwixtthe murther of Yr;4b 
and Nathens comming to him , which was a yeare 
almoſt ; hee did nor ftill adde onemurther to ano- 
ther ; or one adultcry toanother;hedid not all that 
{ while fall to ir afreſh; bur yer forall thar he repen- 
ted not vntill Nathan came and ronzed him. Excel- 
lently Salomon, By the feare of che Loyd men depart 
from enill : ſhewing,that whercſoeucr the true feare 


EE 


| Geng. 9, 


Prou,gt4ets . 
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of God is wanting , thereis no true departing from 
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l a euill, | 
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euill , chough the oueward a& of euill be forborne. 
Therefore wheathe godly are deſcribed by abſtain. | 
ing from cuill , withall che erveground ofcheir ab- 
taining is ſer downe : as Eccleſ.g, 2. When the wic- 
ked raan is ſee outto beea (wearer, the godly man 
( by way of oppoſition) is ſaid, not {imply nor co | 
ſweare, but to feaream oth : to lhew that wicked 
men may refraine ſwearing, bur nor out of any feare | 
of Gods commandement. This is proper onely 
to th: godly : So Pren.15.27. the godly are ſet out, 
not &mply by their not receiuing gifts, but by hating 
of gifts ; to thew , that therefore they receiue not 
with thehand, becauſe they hate them with their 


heart. | 


Cnare, VIII. 
Of the decentfulneſſe uf the tempora: ies obedience. 


£522 E bauc examined the two former grounds , 
VB whereupon the Temporary buildeth his 0- 

W35S. pinion of himſclfe to be the childe of God, 
and diſcouered the deceitfulnes of rhem both name- 
ly, his Faithand Repentance : It remaineth that wee 
ſhould doe the like to bis third ground; namely, his 
obedience,and ſo diſmifle him. 

0 bediewce is ewofold; Aize,in doing that which 
Godcommandeth : Paſſz#e, in ſuffering that which 
God infligerh. And the temporary may ſeeme to 
. haue both theſe. | 
1. For Attive , the Tewporarze belecuer may goe 

| rre. |. 


| T he deceitfulne(ſe of mans beart. 


| 111” 


farre. There is no outward good worke, which a | 


true belecucr can doe, but the TI emporarie may 
doe it alfo , and that in outward appearance with 
as great ſpirit and zeale as thetruc belecuer: as in 
lchu, who did not onely cxecute Go v s iudge- 
ments vpon CMbab, and his houle, and deſtroyed 
Baal, and his Prieſts , but did this (as others and 
himſelſe chought) with great zcale,and inthe beatre 
of godly indignation ; ſo that to the outward cye, 
little difference berweene the fpiritof /e5» in his re- 
formation , and of Je/iahin his, So Herod reuercn- 
ced lohw, and did many things in obedience to his 
doQrine. Sv likewiſe did San{reucrence Semwel, he- 
wing great humility in hiding himſclfe, when to bee 
King , and after hee was Kinggreat zcale and cou- 
rage in reuengingthecauſle ofchole , 1abefb againſt 
Nahaſh , in fighting the battels of the Lord againſt 
the Philiſtims , and in deſtroying of Witches; great 


mercy alſo, and moderation, inſparing and forgi- | 


uing thoſe wicked people thar deſpiſed him, &c. 
Yetforall this, his end was fearfull, God rooke 4- 
way his mercy from him. And therefore the obedi- 
encethat ſcemcth to bee in this kinde of men,is de- 
ceitfull:clſe God would not, as he threatneth by the 
Propher,b/otit out, who according to Nehemiahs 
prayer,wipes not outany ofthe good ſeruices of his 
children. 

That this deceitfulnefſc may the better appeare, 
let vs examine our Temporares obedience by the 
notes of true obedience, which are ſpecially three 
Sincerity,V ninerſality, and a ſetledConſtancie. 

1. Sincerity ; when all baſeand by-reſped?s = g- 

ide, 
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Marke 6.20, 


1.52m.13.10. 


I.Sam. 10,22, 
2,Sam.1 I 16.7. 


1,Sam,13.&14 
1,54M,10.17- 


2.Sam.7,15, 


Ezechi18.24. 
Nchem.13.4. 
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leremn.4-4. Ex- 
pounded. 


Plal.119.94. 
explaiacd. 


Aug. in P/al. 
118.1x {t5ro 


JF /apientie !oqui- 


tur ip ſa ſapien> 
tia, Quevert me 
mali, > n0n 1- 
Kenient, Jul 0- 
derunt ſagrenti- 
am, ® nodquid 

| eſt aliad quam 
oderunt me ? 

D vomodoreitur 


re qued cderant 
Hiſt quia nog 
bec/od alind i 
auerunt? 
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ide,only the canſcicnce of Gods commendement . 
and ehe deſire of his glory that ſwaics with vs.3/e{/cd 


are they that keepe hu reſtrmonies (faith the Propher;) 


- but becauſe there may be much guile in keeping, he | 


addes, and ſecke him with their whole heart. T he tine | 
keeping ofthe Teltimonics is when wee ſceke Gad, | 
and not our ſclues,in keeping;when as /erexvy ſayes, | 
webe circumciſediothe Lord, thatis, inreipc&ot 
Gods commandcment, and not the Magititrates, as 
itis withtoo too many. Hence that phrale which is | 
ſo frequent with the Prophet, of ſecking Gods com- 
mandements, 1am thine, ſane mee : for 1ſeeke thy pre- 
cepts.\ hich implieththvs much, that all that wee 
areto ſecke in our obedience, and the precepts them 
ſclues, the thing ſpecially we are to ayme at, is obe- 
dience it ſelfe to the precepts : But Gods precepts 
may ſay tothe Temporaries, yeclecke not vs, 2 
your ſclues ; As Chriſt ſaid ro ſome ofthern, ye ſeeke 
me becanſe of the loaues.Some Pron. 1. 28, arcſaid to 
ſceke God, and yer ofthe ſame men itis ſaid inthe 
next verſe, that they hated the knowledge of God: 
bow canthey be ſaid ro ſeeke that which they hate ? 
bur that they ſought not God fincerely, but onely 
for their owne caſe ſake, to be dclinered out of their 
trouble z and ſo indeed they ſought not God, bur 
themſclucs : *For alltheir obedience is citber ſ{an:ſh 
or mercenary; ſometimes it is the obedicnce of the 
bondſlaue,lometimes ofthe hireling , alwayes baſlc, 


corrupted wich ſome writ and wrongconſiderati- 
j on or other. Sometimes the feare of man workes it , 


as in Eſ:w marrying nolonger with the Canaanites, | 
but with the poſteritie of //mzac/, Moſes noteth the | 
__ ground 
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ſome good that hereby may accrue vnto him , as 


far nought ? Doth Sea/loue God for nought 2? No, 


| obcyed not Gods comandement , ſo much as his 
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round of it to haue beene the conſideration of his 
athers diſtaftc of his Connenttrfh wines, Sometimes 


againe thc feare of Gods indgements , as ofthe racke 
of an accuſing conſcience, of the rorments of hell. 


fire, &c. this holdeth vs to it. But heere that which |* 


the Apoſtle ſpeaketh concerning Magiſtrates lawes 
that we ought to bee ſubiet , noc onely for wrath 
namely of the Magiſtrate, and the puniſhmene 
which that wrath may infli&,but for conſcience ſake, | 
is true much morein Gods law, that wee ought, to 
performe obcdience,not ſo much for wrath, no nor 
for Gods owne wrath, and the puniſhment it will 
inflit, burchough there were no hell, yea, though 
there were no heauen, of very conſcience, be» 
cauſe the Lord God hath commanded vs. Other. 
while againe the Temporarie obeyeth vpon bepe of | 


profig, praiſe, and ſuch like. And here that depra- 
uation of Sathan hath his truth ; 29h 1ob ſerme God 


itis for a Kingdome. -Doth /chs reote out CAHb4b5 
race for naught? no, itis roconfirme bimſelfe in the | 
Kingdame. Doth he deſtroy Bealfor nought? no, 
icis for glory in the world , that he may creke, and 
call vp good 1enedeb to applaud him and his zeale; 


Come and ſee what =eale I bane for the Lord. Thou Hoſes 1; 4; 


decciueſt thy ſelfe /chs, itis for thy ſe{fe : Therefore 
God ſaycs afterward by the Prophet / will viſir rhe 
bloud of 1exreel wps the hoaſe of teha.Thoughit were 
{hed by Gods owne appointment, yet becauſe eb» 


— I 


| owne ambition and pride in the ſhedding there- 
| I 


of ! 
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| of: therefore God will not puniſh it as diſobedience, 
nor reward it as obedience. Solikewiſe, though 
FIOEY G o y commanded the burnt offerings , the-new | © 
Moones, &c:yet he aſketh the Iewes, Who required | | 
theſe things ? becauſe it was not the confcience of | * 
Gods commandement that mooued them to per- 
NJ [fa. 58. forme thoſe ſervices. And againe, Ham yee fatted to 
mee ? to Mee,laith the Lord, becauſe it was not any 
true regard of Gods word that cauſed them to faſt. 
= - Obedience inthe World is compared to fruit, and 
the doing of good workes is called the bringing 
foorth of fruic. Now fruit comes of ſecede : Seede 
muft firſt bec recciued of the ground , before it can 
yeeld vs any corne. This ſeede is the word, thecom- 
mandement of God : Firſt wce muſt receiucthis 
ſeede before we can bring forth any fruit : firſt wee 
muſt heare the word, and by faith apply vato, and 
vrge vponour ſclues the commandement, and then 
N obey, Obedience without reſpe& of Gods word, is 

| but wilde 04:5zit growes of it ſelfe,there wasno ſced 
ſowne to bring forth this frait, and cherforeitis not | '* 
good. And ſuch is the @bedience of the 7emporarie; | ©. 
hee hcares notthe Word though it ſpeaketo him z | *': 
neitherdoth be do what he does as to the word; the { 


be OS the a, 


_——_ 


word indeed requires of him that hee does, bnt he 
doesit not as hearing himſclfe requeſted by the | 
word, but rather by his owne corruption. If God | | 
bad asked /ebu concerning his deſtroying of 4babs 
polteritic,B «als Prieſts and worſhip , who required 
x this athis hands, hee might trucly have anſwered, 
| raine-glory,ambition, pride,policy. And here is the 
| firſt deteRion of the Temporaries obedience. 
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| oy The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 
2. Note of true obedience is viner/alirie. And 


vninucr/all,to one commandcment as well as to ano- 
cher : for th&ir is the ſame diuine authority binding 


cruly it is ſaid, Whatſoener i done forGods cauſe is done 
equally, becauſe the ſame God that commaunds one 
precepr, commaunds alſo the other.- Hence is that 
of 1ames , He that breaketh one commanaement i guil- 
tie of all ; for the law is wholly copalaiine : Sothat,as 


bond of friend(hip, if you oftcnd one of them, you 
offend all,all the reſt will inccreſt themſelues in their 
friends quarrell; fo is it with the commandements, 
they arc ſo knir and chained together, that when 
one is violated, all the reſt arercady asit were to 
take it's part,& to cnter into Gods Court their aRti- 
on of treſpafſe againſt vs. Henceit was, that when 
ſome of the Iſraclites had broken the forth Com- 
mandcment in going out to ſeeke Manna on the 
Sabboth, God challenged them tor breaking of all 
his commartidements, How long refuſe yee to keepe my 
commandements? And Ezechiel reckoniug vp many 
abhominations, faſtencrh theimputation of all of 
them onhim that had atually offended in one only. 
itis a remarkeable place, and- therefore 1 will ſer 
downe the words at large.If he begat 4 Sonue that is 4 
Theife,or a fſhedder of bloud, if he doe | any one of theſe 
things |though be doe not alltheſe things but either hath 


eaten vpon the mountaines,or defiled his neighbors wife | 
I 2 


Tis 


2 Vaiuerſalicy, f. 


this neceſſarily fpringeth from the former -forif o- | 
bedience be ſincere, that is, ifitbe performed onely |: 
becauſe of Gods commandement , it muſt necds be | 


the conſciencein one 25 in another. And therefore |; 
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where many friends arc linked together in a ſure | 
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or oppreſſed the poore,ci c. ſhall be line? He ſhall ues line. 
Seeing he hath done | all theſe abhominations, | hee ſhall 
dye the death. Here he faith «/; and yet before hee 


one truely and heartily , and keepe at, Whencec it is 
that ſome one good ation hath blefſednefle aſcri- 
bedto it, as the weking of peace, Mattb.5.becauſc of 
this concatenation of the commandements , and the 
vertues, therein commanded , thata man cannot 
keepe once, bur hee muſt keepe the reft; hee cannot 
hane one grace, but bee muſt alſo haue another. For 
there isa double both keeping and breaking ofthe 
commandements, h4bi/tacl and a#ach. Habitusl, 
in the preperation;purpoſe deſire and diſjoſctionof the 
heart: LA#nek; in the owrwerd deede. Now howſo- 
eucr he thar breakes one, breakes notall 4/Z««4y; yet 
breaking that one habiraely, he breakes thern all 
habitually ; his heart Rands a-like affeRed to breake 
| any ofthe reſt, and whenſoeuer occaſion ſhall ſerue, 
he will breake chem. And howſocuer hethat kcepes 
one, keepes not all 4c7#e4y ; nay,be ther keepes moſt 
breakes all 47»44y; yet hee that keepes one com- 
mandement 44birusly,that is, in the parpoſe and in- 
clinarion of his heart, be beepcs chem all inthe farne 
manger, his heart Riands honcſtly diſpoſed tothe 
keeping ofthe reft;hetmay lay with Danid, My beart 
s prepered.Sorhbatitmay betrudly ſaid, the wicked 
do breake euen thoſe commandements they keepe, 
that is, they breake in regard of the firnelſe and pre- 
paration of their hearts,thoſe they keepe ſometimes 
outwardly: And fo in the ſame forr,the godly keepe 
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The beſt of Go v s children are often ouertaken 


with diucrs {innes, and with ſomeone more then 
| with another , and fo faile more in the breach of 

ſomecommandement then of another: yer ſtillchey 
keepe that commandement in regard of the ben; 
and aftetion of their hearts,they conſent with Pas/ 
18 the Law ,cuen inthat commandement they moſt 
breake , 1hat it is holy and good. Now when we ſay 
true obcdicnceis catholique and vniuerſall, the kee- 
ping of allche commandements, it isto bee vader- 
| ſtood of this 44bitzual/obedience , when with Daned 
| welooke towards,or haue reſpect cothem all. Loethen 


they doc many things, as Herodand /udas; yetthey 
liucin the habitual breach of ſome one commande- 
ment atleaſt. As Herod, in the 446b:1u4 breach of 
the ſeauenth Commandement,in his z»ce/#:Fudas in 
the h4biinall breach of the eight, in his courrouſneſſe. 
Their hearts were ſet on thoſe fins, and they drunke 
chem as the Fiſh doth Water, T hey hatcd thoſe 
| good commandcments of the Lord, that forbad 
thoſe linnes, and cculd haue wiſhed withall their 
hearts there had becne no ſuch Commandements : 
which ſhewed, thateuen inthoſe commandements 
they kept, as Herodin hearing lobn, 1ndas, Chri , 
| their obedience was rotten and vnſound , and with- 
| out all regard of Gods commandement : for the 
| ſame God that bad Herod reucrence ſobns Miniſte- 
rie in the ſecond commandement , bad him alſo 
| po(ſe(ſe his weſſellin holines and honour,iti the ſcucnth, 
And if conſcience had made him loue the ſecond 
Commandement, ſurely it would notlet him haue 


the deceit ofthe Temporaries obedience. Though | 
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hated the ſeauenth commandemenr. So /udas, if he 
hat truely hated other linnes, becauſe they were 
| ſinnes, hecould not chen haue loned ; and lo liued 
in couctouſnefſe, And if Gods feare had made 1chu 
| put downe Baals worlhip , hee would not then have 
till retained Jeroboams calucs,the ſame God forbid- 
ding both. Let the temporary then marke himſelfe 
well, and hee ſhall finderhat in ſome point or other 
b. he hath a drſþenſatorie conſcience with Gods word. 
And as rogues vnder hedges, without the Magi- 
ſtate, ſo he canmakelicenſes to himſcife without 
Gods warrant, to continue in this or that finne, 
| Whereby bis prophanc contempt of Gad is mani- 
 feſtly bewrayed, and his obediencein other things 
conninced to be no obedience to God , but to man, 

or to himſclfe , or tothat reſpet, whatſocuer it is, 
chat drew it forth, | 
3.Conſtancy, 3 Note of true obedience is/e:led conflency, when, 
as the Scripture ſpeaketh, we walke in the comman- 
dements of the Lord,and exerc:ſe our ſelues therein; 
z,Per,2,14, | asthe wicked arc laid to be exerciſedinconetonſneſſe, 
in that they conſtantly follow it, as the Artificer 
| doth histradc : But indeede the zemporary doth not 
walke in theſe waycs, as doth the honeſt travilor 
| in the broad high-way , but onely like to the thiefe 
comes frisking and crofhing ouer them, His obeai- 
| ; | enceislike thetrue Chriſtians diſobedience, which is 
\ not ſetled and rooted, but onely for a fitte. The 
good Chriſtian quickly remembers himſclfe , and 
| > returnes to his courſe of godlinefle, when through 
\J diſtemper he hath begun to ſtray : and fo the rem. 
porarieChriſtian as quickly returnes to his —— 
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ted wickedneſſe, when ſomerimes hee chances to 
ſflumblevpon deuotion. His ebedienceis a moodyand 
paſcionate obedience; ſoone forgot. [tis like to Sauls 
affe&ion ro D4#jd;when the euill ſpirit comes vpon 
him, thenthat religion which before hee ſeemedto 
make ſo much of, thall be runne through with the 
ſpeare of grolle and wilfull diſobedience, Hee doth 
not , neither can he, cleave 19 the Lord with fullpar- 
poſe of heart; 2s the true belccuer. 

And ſo much for his aZZ4ue obedience, Now for 
paſiine in ſuffering 3; Wee would thinke ir ſtrange, if 
theremporariebelceucr mightgo ſo farre as to ſuffer 
for the truth ; Burit is a plaine caſe he may. Did not 
Peter ſpeake in the name ofall his fellowes, and fo 
of Indas , when hee ſaid, Maſter wee hane forſaken al 
awd followed thee ? Did not 1#4as leaue his calling in 
the world, whatſocuer it was,and did he not negleR 
all other meancs and poſhbilities of his liucly-hood 
andcleauconcly to Chriſt for three yeeres ſpace he- 
ing partaker with him in his ſufferings ? So did De- | 
masand Alexander with Pawl ; and yet both after- 
ward became fearefull 4poſtates, inforuch as A4/ex. 
ander ( of being perſecuted) turned a perſecntor, | 
and that of him, who before had turned of a perſe- 
cuting lew , a perſecuted Chriſtian; for S. Pau! wri- 
teth of him, that by paring away 4 200d conſcience he 
had ſhipwracked the faith, that he had done him mnch 


<A— 


phemed the rrath;and yer we ſhall finde in the 4s, 
thatinP asls cauſe he was very necre vato martyr dom 
when hee was violently dragged forth,and caſt as a 
| prey tothe tceth of thoſe raging Epheſians. Nicholas 


ea:ll, that he withſtood his preaching ſore,that he blal- | 
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the Deaconioyned bimſcifero the perſecuted Church 
and yet afterward became a ring-lcader & the head 
ofa horrible wickedneſle : for of him were thoſe Nj- 
cholaitans,S. lohn fpeakerh of, to called. The like we 
may lee in Awanias and Saphira, that were content 
to ſell their whole cltate, & to giue balfe of itto the 
| Charch,& yet but hypocrires:yea, Auſten thinketh, 
as we ſhewed before, that hypocrites may fuffer mar- 
tyrdome. [fit be obicted, that Chriſt ſayes, theſe 1cm:- 
poraries are offended & got back when perſecution com- 
meth becauſe of the word , & therefore that they can- 
not gocthus far as wee fay ? I anſwer , that is to bee 
vnderſtood of one kinde ofthe Temporaries,namely, 
thoſe that are noted out by the fony ground ;z and 


preſented to vs by the thorny ground; for the very 
_ our Sauiour victh in thatParable muſt needs ime 
ply that as the fowy ground went beyond the high- 
way , lo-the thorwy goes beyond the ftoxy; which 
cannot bee otherwiſe then in this, that the 5507» 
grounds fruit can well endure the heat of the ſunne, 
and is nor perilhkcd that way, as was the tony 
grounds, but onely by her ownethornes. Of this 
ſort of Temporaries was ludas, Ale xander,andthe reſt 
aboue named, in whom the good ſecede was ouer- 
throwne, not by the parching ſunne of perſecution , 
which in ſome mcaſure they endured, but by the 
choaking thornes of Couctouſnes, Ambition, & ſuch 
like corrupt affetions. The Temporarie belecuer 
then may proccede thus farre , to ſuffer ; but as yet 
 Pawltelleth the Galathians, i» vaine, becauſe he ſuf- 
tereth not f{incerely,and with a good minde : for 
| hee 
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he char ſuffercth aright,muſt ſufferin deniall ofhim- 
ſcife , and his owne carnall affezions, according to 
our Sauiours dire&ions,giuen to all ſuch, whom he 
calleth to be his Diſciples : 1 any man,faith hee, will | 
be my Diſciple,be muſt deny himſelfe , and take vp the 
croſſe. lt is not enough ſimply ro rake vp the crofle, | 
bur firſt hee muſt deny himſelfe, and ſo take vprhe | 
crolle. But the Temporarie (eekes himlelte in taking * 
vp the croſſe : Theyare his owne proud, ambiti- ' 
ous, vaine-glorious, couctous aff: tious,that make | 
him ſtoope to take vp the crofle, T he fruit of the | 
thorny ground is able indeede to bearethe heate of | 
the Sunne, andis not conſumed therewith, as the | 
{fony grounds: but what's the reaſon? becaule the | 
thornes couering it doe fence off the Sunne. And | 
whar's the reaſon our thorny Temporaric is ſo ready | 
ſometime torunne himſelfeinto the bryers of perſe- 
cution , but that the thorne of ſome wicked luſt or 
other is a ſpurre in his ſide? Marke the beſt of the 
Temporaries inctheir ſufterings,and you ſhall ſce,that 
for all the thornes of perſecution, wherewith the 
aduerſaries pricke them, they ſtill continue prick- 
ing their owne ſoules with the thornes of couc- 
couſneſle, pride, and vaine-glory. Theſe thornes 
pricke them forward to the ſuffering of the other 
thornes; as in #das, hee looked one day for a good | 


day, hee hoped tohane nomeaneplacein Chriſts | 


Marth,16-24, 


Butyer deceit- 
full, 


the ſweet of carrying the bagge. Hee carryed the | 
croſſe on his backe,, that he might carry the beggein | 
his hands, Thedclight andcomfort he tooke in lick- | 
ing his fingers after the reccipt ofthe almes , made 
bim. 
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bim willingly indurethe little paine of his back. The 
bag in the hand was a ſtaffe and prop to vphold his 
backe from ſinking vnder the burthen of rhe Creſlz. 
The ſweerneſſe, not of Gods lone fh:d into his heart , 
but of mans lowe ſhed into kis hands, was that which 
allayed the ſowrenes of thecroſle. So with others, 
the coole winde,not of Geds, but of mens praiſes, is 
that which refreſheth them in the skorching of this 
Sunne, and maketh them with ſome comfort beare 
the heate of the day. Though I giue my body to be burned, | 
ſaich Paul, and hawe not lowe, Thane nothing, Inlicu- | 
ating that men may burnetheir bodics,as he burne | | 
Dianaes Temple,of (elfe-loue, of Joue, of glory and | 
fame in the word, and not of any true loue to | 
Go » , or his Church. Let vs not then plcaſe our 
ſclucs ouer-much, if wee have ſuffered ſomething 
for the truth, becauſeenen in ſuffering the heart is | 
deceitfull ; but ſearch wee our owne kearts, and (ee 
whether, as the aderſarie perſccutes the new man 
ia vs, ſoweethence take occaſionjre_perſecute the 
o/4 man in our ſclues: whether we turne the lword, 
thruſt at vs to killthelife of Grace, tothe opening 
of our impoſtumes : whether, as it were by one 
nayle driuing out another, wee vſe the thornes of 
perſecution, as meanes and medicines againſt the 
thornes of couttouſueſſe and worldlinelle. Ir is an ill 
{1zne, when we can beare the wer/as yoke in porſecn- 
tJon,and yet atthe ſame time,not endurg Gods yoke 
in m0rtification. Againe, ex+mine wee the ground 
andend of our ſuff:ring , whether wee can truly ſay | 
with Pasland the P[almift,The lowe of Chrift conſt rat- 

|aceb * For thy ſake wee are killed and ſuffer all things | 
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| for the eleft ſake : tor as wee haue ſhewed, couetoul- 
neſſe, pride,and vaine-glorie, ſetteth many on this 
worke. And, which is notall out {o bad, happily | 
others may bce forced by the feare of Gods iudge. | 
ments thceatned againſt them rhar deny the truth : | 
But then , as God ſaid once to the lewes in the mat- | 
ter of faſting hawe yee faſted ro mee ? lo herealſomay | 
hee ſay to vs in the matter of ſuffering, have yee ſuffe- 
red for me? And when we (hall begin coxell Chriſt of 
ſuch kinde of ſufferings, and to ſo lay with Peter, we 
have left all and followed thee, hee my twitvs with 
the ſameanſwere wherewithall he then pinched 7#- 
das, whom Peter included in the generality ofhis 
ſpeech , Whoſocner ſhalt forſake houſes, lands &c. for 
my names ſake , ſhall receiue an hundred fold. But 14- 
de:,and ſo all other zemporary beleeuers, whatſocuer 
they hauc ſuffered for Chri/, it hath not beene for 
his ſake , but for their owne ; therefore their ſuffe. 


rings haue beene deceicfull : and as they would 
hauc decciued Chriſt by them, ſo aſſuredly 
Chriſt (hall deceiuethem,in diſap- 
pointing them of their ho. 
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Cnar, XI, 
Of the deceit of the beart iniadging our ſelaes better 


then wee a/e, 
Pona'f And that, when we iudge our [clues 


to be better then indeed we are; when our /z1r/eis 
thoughta great deale,our Mite of gracca Talent,our 
Motea Beame,our Molebilla Mountaine,our ſmoaking 
flaxethe = & blazing flame of ſome mighty bon- 
fire;our ſmal beginnings,the height of pertetio.Otf 
this deceit the Apoſtle ſpeaketh , when taxing the 

pride oftheCorinthians,wherby they thought them- 
ſclues wiſerthenindeedethey wereghethus writeth, 
| Let no man deceine himſclfe - if any may among you 
ſeeme to be wiſe let him become a foole , &c. Shewing 
| that herein is the ſe/fe-deceit , when wee are better 
| conceited of our ſclnes,then thereis cauſe, Herein our 
| deceitful harts are like tothoſe kind of glaſſes which 
' repreſent things many degrees greater then indeede 
| they are, Thus the Corinthianteachers looking vpon 

themſelues in this falſe glaſſe, magnified themſclues 

aboueS, Pas! himſelfe, whence was that modeſt,re- 

prehenſion of the Apoſtle , Vee dare not compare our 
{elnes with them;and againe,yee are full,yeeraigne 6c 

This was the deceit of him that ſaid,a# theſe have 1 
| kept from my youth, and till itis to bee found in too 
; r00 Many : not enely ſuch as the old Perfec7i/ts,and 
| now the Papiſts; bureuen in the beſt of vs all, who 
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ND of the ſecond deceit of the beart, in iud- | 
ging of our perſons, ſomuch:The third fol- | 
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| 
through Elfe-loue, arc no leſſe aFehted roour owne 


they vie ro accountthe faireſt of all others. Hence 
ariſe thoſe high ttoughes,and ſtrong conceits of our 
owneexcel/cncy and ſufhiciency,eucn for the weigh- 
ticſt matters, James and /-b»y no doubt had recciued 
ſore meaſure of Gracc,and ſpirituall ftrength ; bur 


prize it,and boldly totell Chriſt asking them, ere | 
| yee able 18 arinke of my cup, and ia be baptized with my 
| beptiſme'Tes,we gre able. Alas poor men,thatcould 
ſcare endure toſee-Chrilt him(elfe drinkethat cup, 
| and therefore fled away whenthe cup was but com- 
| ming towards them,howſhould you beable then to 
drinke of it your felues? Thus Peters heartdeceiued 
him in like manner , when being but a nowice a freſb- 
water-ſouldier ,he thought himfelfe able to encoun- | 
ecr thofe encmies that might inſtly haue danted the 
old rained and beſt exercifed andexperienced foul- 
| diers. Chriſt knowing the meaſure of his ſtrength | 
| berter then bimſclfe,told him,WWhither I go,new thou | 
canſt not follow wee, hereafter thou ſhalt : But Peter; 

deceirfull hearr,thinking ie fclfe too much difabled, | 
| anſwered, }by cannot 7 follow thee new? So,trucis | 

char,cuen in ſpirituall riches, wich Salomon fpea- 

keth of the earthly, There are poore which make 
; themſelue: rich. Therefore excellently D anid,nor ig- 
| norant of this deceit, after he had proteſtedconcer- | 
| ning the ſoundnefle and zeale of his hatred of Gods 
| wickedenemies , Doe 1 nothate them that hatethee ? 
| Tea, Thaterbem with a perfet hatred, adderh ( as | 
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| graces,then parcats to their awne children, whony | 


er their owne deceitfn!l hearts made them to ouer- | 
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' vnder-value our ſelues; and with him that ſaid, 74» 


2oCor,13.F- 
| 


1,Cor,4.4 


God, proue mee, namely , whether I deceiue not my 
ſclfc in thinking | hauc more zeale, then indecede [ 
have: of the two deceits, itis the better and lafer ro 


not a man, hane not the underſtanding of a maid in me, 


cer then in truth we be. | 


The wſe of the firſt bead of the bearts deceirfullneſſe,or 
an earneſt exhortation totry our ſelues , whether 
wee haue oueretakew the Temporary. 


EY Itherto of the deceitfulneſle ofthe heart in 
| 1 | q iudging of our perſons: It remaineth to 
SYS ſpcake of the deceirfulneſſe in iudging of 
our. «&#10ns ; but firſt wee muſt conſider what vſe 
weareto make of che former. 

The ſpeciall vſc is that of the Apoſtle, Try your 
ſelues , examine your ſclues whether yee are in the faith 
or no : our hearts would make vs belecuc wee were 
thus and thus; but the Scripture hath diſcouered 

our hearts vnto vs for noble impoſters and decei- | 
' uers. Now, who is there that would eaſily be- 
lecuc a knownedeceiucr?Nay,as it fareth with ſuch 
that ofcen decciue by ſpeaking falſely, that they 


cannot bee credircd of vs, when they ſpeake truely ; 


rothinke our (clues rather worſe chenany whit ber. | 


the like ſaſpition and iealouſie ſhould we haue theſe 
falſe hearts in, even then when they giue in right 
iudgement. / know wothing by my ſelfe , ſaith Panl, 
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mine owne heart doth nor condemne mee, and 
yet [ darc not be ouer-bold in bearing out my ſelfe 
vpon this iudgement”: this ſentence of mine owne 
heart will not iufſtifie mee, much deceit may be hid- 
den thercin. God, that is farre greater then our 
hearts , ſees that in them which they ſee not them- 
ſclues : Good reafon haſt thou then, my brother,to 


miftruſtche iudgement of thine owne heart,concer- | 


ning thy ſelfe, and thoſe ſo peremptory ſentences 
which itcauſeth thy mouth co veter, that if there 
were but one man to bee ſaued, thouart the man. 
O how many flcepers are there, that dreame this 
dreame of a {trong aſlurance of their ſauation', that 
both line and dye in this dreame, and ſogoc downe 
metrily into hell!where their paines ſhall be greater, 
by how much their cxpeRation of them, through 
thedeceitfulnes oftheir hearts, was theleſſe.Is it not 
painc enough to be in hell, bur they muſt needs in- 
creaſe the paine by this wicked ard wilfull /e/fe- 
dectiuing ? Haue wee then our cares in our heads, 
and marke wee well the voyce of :!:eſe our bearts, 
when they luggelt ſecretly vnto vs;thov artin good 
caſe,the childe of God, the beloucd of God. Con» 
ſider we whether our own hearts may not flatter vs, 
whether thcDiuel may not delude vs.Reſt we notin 
our own hearts voyce,neitheraccept we the deccit- 
full applauſe thereofzbur as once 7oſhu4h, ſeeing the 
Angell examined him. C177 thou on onr ſide, or on 
#7 4dnerſaries? ſodoe we, beating theſe words, try 
them whencetheyare: for the Eare,ſaith Elihu,try- 
eth words :-as the outward words of other mens 
mouths,ſo the inward words of our own hearts. Say 


then | 
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1,lohn « 2. . d ; OY 
' ward words deliucred by men, {o allo in the fecret | 


Ut 


| 
| 


Ats $12. 


then to theſe words, to this ſecretcry , whence art | 


| ons,and lying fugg 


| farre off, as ifhee bad ficren till in Egypt, and nc- | :- 


| 


[ 
} 


thou? Commelt thou from Gods ſpirit, or from | 


Sathan ? As wee muſt rrye 14e ſpirits , in the out- | 


thoughts of ourheart, ſpecially theſe concerning our | Z 
owne cftateto God-ward, whether they bee the | ® 
voyce of Gods ſpirit , or of che euill ſpirit of crrour | © 
andilluſi6.lt was vilefor thoſe clawing flatterers to | 

ſay vito a man, The voyce of Godz much more for vs 


poc away with them, as it God from heauen , had 
told vswe were his. Try we then theſe ſounds, before 
wee truſt them, andcarefully examine the grounds 
which thy heart can how to make good her lo con- 
fident aſſurance. Here eſpecially remember thoſe 
fearefull deceits of the Temwporarie z how like a true 
belceuer he is, and yet none ; how neerehe comes 
to heauens doore, & yet entcrs not, how far he era- | 
uels in the way of Caneen,cuen with thoſe 1/rae/iter, | 
to Kedeſhbarnes, within eleuen daycs tourney ofthe | 
land,and yet never {ces it, neucr enioyes it, bur isas | 


uer ſtirred foot out ofdoore.Conſiderſerioully with | 
thy ſelfe how farre Pharavb, Saul, lebu, Ahab, lndas, 
and others bauec gone in humiliation, ſarrow, des- | 
fire zeale,reformation,and yet for all this haue gone 
to their owne place. Deale now vnpartially with 
thy (elſe, and tell mee whether thoudoft not come | * 
ſhort of many of theſe , who neuer yet hadſt the | | 


heart, vpon the threatningofthe word, ons | 
and | 
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" Thedeconfulneſſesf mans here, 


ch, to be aftetcd with ioy in hearing theword, and 


282inft fin with /chv,to loſe ſome part of thy goods 
with 4nexia4,to forſake the world, &allthy hopes 
there,and to follow poore Chrift with 7udss, D emas 
and ochers, much lefe to venter thy life with Alex- 
axder the copper-{mith in cleauingto the truth?may 
ſuch as theſe be wicked reprobates, & yet wilt thou 
pleaſe thy ſelfe ina falſe conceir of thine owne hap- 
pines, who commeſt farre turther behind them then 


| chey do behind trucChriſtians?For vnto one ofthis 
| ranke, our Sauiour ſaith, 7 how art not farre from the 


King om of heanen:but to thee itcannot be ſaid that 
thou artnot far from lbs, Indas,Sarl, Nicolas, Alex- 
ander,and other ſuch ke :e1mporaries, for they, lome 
of them eſpecially,had many notable graces, ſo that 
Nitholas was choſen Deacon by rhe Church, for that 
reuerend reſpeR they had of his gitts : 4agjps was an 
Apoſtle, and could both pray and prefictiwith great 
zcalez generally the common ſort of them may be 
inwardly affected in prayer, conference, hearing the 
word , fcele many good motions, tafte of the pow- 
ers of the life to comme, fecle ſome reliſh in the pro- 
miſes, trremblearthethreatnings, reforme all out- 
wardcorruptions of life,as we haucalready (hewed, 
And thou that makeft thy ſelfe ſo ſure of heauenarr 
happily a deſpiſer of the wordand prayer, a ſcnſe- 
lefſe blocke , that neuer fecleſt the leaſt glimpſe of a- 
ny ſpirituall motion,a muddy worldling, that canſt | 


and humbl y thy ſelfe with Abab,coconfeſſathy ling 
{ anddefire the praycrs of Gods childrep,with?hara- 


practiſe many things with Hered, to be zealous a- | 


into 


not raiſe vpthy ſpirit out of the mucke of the carth, | 
K = 
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. { into the heauens, to cenceiue any one pure or refi- 


Wherein the 
truc Chriſtian 
goes beyond 
the ynſound, 

| Luke. 8,1 $, 


| nedthoughrt. Why then haft not thou the wit thus 
rothinke with tby ſelfe? W hat?rhoſe that are Saints 
and Angels in regard of mee, are they yet deceiued 
iniudgingthemſclucs to be in ſtate of faluationthow 
then is my crrour , in being thus conceited of 
my ſclfe ? If ſome that baue iournyedin the wilder- 
neſſe to Kadeſbbarmea, ſhall yet neuer enter into Gods 
reſt, [hall choſe char never left Egypt? Is che ſtony 
ground reprobate ground ? and can the high-way 
| ground bc good ? 

As long then as thou artcaft behind the 2empe- 
rarie, thou art miſerably decciued,if thou thinkcſt 
well of thy ſelfe : So alſo art thou, though thou haſt 
attained vnto him, vnlefſc withal chou outſtrip him, 
attaining to that which no Temporarie , as long as a 
Temporaric, cither is or can be. O thou wilt ſay 
what's that? A»/.I hauc already ſhewedit in the de- 
reRion ofthe particular deceits of the Temporarie, 
yerthus much may be added. The chicfe difterence 
our Sauiour in the Parable maketh betwixt the 
beſt of the other grounds,and the good, isthis; that | 3 
thoſe onely (ignified by the good ground , had good | | 
and boneft hearts : for the ;_ and thorny hearers 
brought forth fruit, but they wantcd the ſame good 
and honeſt hearts, andin ſtead thereof, bad either a 
ſtony, or thorny : ſec then what itis wherein the | 
true Chriftian excelleth theTemporarie,namely,the | © 
good and the hone?t heart. The hoveſty of the heart is | | 
to bce referred totheintents it hath in the doing of | Þ! 
particular ations : fo that is an honeſt heart which | © 
aymes at the right in that ſhe doth:the goodneſſe - l- 

| the 
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the heart -is to/bec referred tothe inward renewed , 
| good qualities. So that a good heartis a heartwhich 
by regeneration is changed,cleanſcd and purged of 
the former naughtineſle , and ſo induced with ano- | 


teth all finne , and loueth , ſauoureth, andaffeReth 
chings ſpirituall.Herethen is thatwe muſt narrowly 
examine our ſe]ues by,if we will not be deceined by 
our owne hearts, in iudging our ſcluestobe Gods 
children,when we arc not.1f «vy was (faith Pani) be 


haue that ſame c/eane heart ofthe Prophet crearedin 
him , and that ſame right ſpirit renewed in him, Hee 
muſt be renewedjn the very ſpirit ofhis mind;in the 


the qeinteſſence of it. And this happily may alſo bee 
the meaning of the Apoſtle , praying for the Theſſa- 
{onians, that they might bee ſaudificd throughout in 
their ſonles , bodies, and ſpirits : 
ing the ſamething that inthe othcr place to the Re- 
mayes , the beſt and choiſeſt of both che partes, both 
ſoulc and body. Here is the maine defeR ofthe tem- 
porary. Though hce may ſccme to be renewed in 


Rifiedinſoule and body, yet not in the priritand. 
other , which iscloſly harbored & nouriſhed there. 


the ground , and doe drinke ypthe very creame and 
flowertherof, ſothar the fruit coms to nothing, being 


ther kinde of nature and diſpolition,wherebyitha: | 


in Chriſt , bce muſt become 4 new creature. Hee muſt | 
moſt inward and ſubtile parts ofthe ſoule,asit were | 


by ſpirit vnderſtand- | 


his mind, yet notin the þ1r:1 of bis manas ; to be ſan» 
quinteſſence of both. Hereſerues that for ſome ſin or. | 


Like as the tharnes haucasit werg the beſt ſpirirs of | 


robbed ofje aouriſhmer byghe thorns. Not bur that || 


| »,Corsy.17. 


Pſal.s 1,10, 
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; thethornes grew vÞ and aſcended , namely, aboue 


croely regenerate : for cuenthe gaod ground may 
have thornes :'bur yer theſe corruptions incroach 
not vpon the ſpirit of the foule; that's reſerucd for 
the grace and Giric of God; theſe rhornes ger not 
thefat oftheſoyle,the good corne feedes on that, the 
thornes do notgrowwvp together with,andſo aſcend 
and climbe vp aboue , and ouer-top the good fruit; 
nay, the good man playes the good hasband, and is 
cucr & anorcutring vp thoſe thornes , thereafter as 
he fectes them: Therctore iris ſaid excellently of the 
good ground , that ir brinpeth forth fruit excr eaſing 
andaſcendivg ; which ſeemes tobe ſpoken in oppo. 
; fition to the 54orny ground, of which it was ſaid, that 


;the corne. But in thegood ground; though there 
may be thornes, yct thecorne aſcends aboue the 
. tharnes, grace is ſuperiourto corruption,and keeps 
it vnder, + +» 

© Ler'vs noethendertivegur felues withthe tem. 

| porary,for tha wee hauc ſome ſeclings, ſomemori- 

' 00S, ome pood affe tions of ioy , feare, forrow, or 
ſuch likegifrhere be bur any onerthorne,citherof co- 
| uetouſhelle,as in Judas, D ener, Simon Magus; or of 
vaineglory and ambition, as in 7ebu, Agrippe, or of 
| anyother naughty affeRion , it isenough to choake 
' all prace,and ſtarueall goodneſle; fo that,as our Sa- 
uiour ſpeaketh, we maſt needes become wwfrairful. 
T hedivell can be centent'to let vs pray,-preach , 
heare,and docall theſe things with ſome fecling and 

affe ion , and hetevpon to iudge onr ſelues 'to be 
erue Obriſtians, tong'as his intereſt im 'onr-hearts | 


continues jatlonguvhenythaucſurcholdof'vs,by 


_any | 
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any one raigning lin : For right well he doth know 


wharſocucr good we conceiue of our felues, we doe 
bur decciue our felues; weare ſtill, as it is faid of $5- 
mon Magus inthe gall of bitterne(ſe ,end inthe bond of 
intquitze. tt Rtands vs in hand thertore throughly to 
gage thele deepe heares,cuen tothe botrome,and ro 
| ciy with Dantia,Try me; O Lord, prone mee, whether 
there be any way of wickedneſſe iy mee, If there bec a 
chorne in thy foBte,thou can(t goe but haltingly : if 
any inordinatelu{t or defice bee ingrafted into thy 


moued with the preaching of the word, yet with 
him , thou arc but an halfeand halting Chriſtian. 


profit preuaile inthee?cthen know (thou fpirituall a. 
dulterer, or adultreſle) that #he /oue of the world is 
enmity with God , and thatin whom the loue of this 
worldi,in him dyelieth not the lone of the Father.Ne- 
uer then bleſſe thy ſoule in any ofthy good deſires, 
or aff:tions. How canſt thou beleeue then thou ſeckeſt 
zlory of man and not of God? ſaith our Sauiour : neuer - 
cell me chat thau burneſt in holy fcelings,2s long as 
thou burneſt nootherwiſe then the buſh, which bur- 
ned, but conſumed not : aslong as the inward cor- 
ruption of thy heart remaines vawalted, for alltheſc 
; burnings, thou mayeſt borne in hell foreucr. Reſt 
| notthen in thy deceiuable feelings and flathings of 
\ioy. Though theſe thy feelings, delires,and motions 
be good, and come not al waies from Set94nicadiliu- 

(ton, bur otherwhile from the ſpirit of God , as the 
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af: tions,though with 4grippathou maiſtbemuch |: 


Pſali 19.23 . 


lames4.4. 
t-lohn 2, 


loin g. 


Exod,z. 


| Scripture plaincly teacheth, yerthey are nor ſuthci- | 


| ent. It is well indeedethat art thou arr come further | ,;.. . " 
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then the common ſort of the world, who know nor 
what theſe feelings meane, that being the ſtonie, or 
thorny.ground , thou artneerer to the nature ofthe 
good ground then the high-way ground, but what? 
becauſe thou art come thus farinthe way, wile thou 
goc no furth*r? doc{t thou therefore thinke thy ſclte 
well cnough? no; as our Saxi0nr (aid to the yorg 
man ſo Tay I to thee 3; One thing # yet wanting : thi: 
ſame good and mortified heart,” Titre lyesin thee 
ſome leauen of hypocriſic,that muſt needs be purged 
out; ſome root of bitternes,that muſt nceds be wee- 
ded vp; ſeme thornes of couctouſneſle, pride;vaine- 
glory, that muſt needs be cut downe. Loe, my bro- 
cher, thouart comeoutof Egypr , thou haſt gone a 

reat way inthe wilderneſſe,, thou art not now far 
nn Canean , thou art comeceuen tothe very nc xt 
borders; two or three ſtrides mage would ſet thee 


art on mount Nebo, within ſight of it,and ſo goe no 
further 2 Wile thou thus looſe allthy other labour 


ſo many things in vaine ? haſt thou therefore prayed, 
preached ,hcard, rcad,conferred, faſted, and ſuffe. 
-red the taunts of the wicked allthis while for no 0- 


| therend burto gocto hell rogethes with them? Oh 


take a lirtle paines more; thou haſt m3ny goodly 
graccs,and they make thec to ſhine £3 a goodly and 
beautifull Temple ofthe Holy Ghoſt; Onely one 
ching is wanting;there is ſome errour in the founda- 
tion, | doubt mce,it is ſandy, thou muſt necds digge 


a lictle deeper : get alittle more humilitie of ſpirit, 


and trauaile? haſt thou don ſo many things, ſuffered. 


in the land icſelfe : Wilt thou now fooliſhly mocke | 
thy (cife rothinke thy (cle in Canaan, becauſe thou 


| 
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and eruth,and purity of heart,or elſe when a ftorme 

comes, all thy other labour about the buildiog will 
| be loſt. I am the more earneſt in thisexhortation , 
becaule of thoſe fearefull {hipwrackes which many 
_ ſhips, richly laden with many precious icwels of 
N Grace, have ſuffered in all ages, vpon thisrocke of 
an cuill and varenewed heart, Ochen rake heede of 
it, as the very bare and poyſlon of allgrace, and lo 
the onely cauſc of thoſe many deccits of the tem- 
porary beleeuers. Eriter therefore into thoſe darke 
cloſers of thy heart, cake the /izhr of rheWordinthe 


f 


—_—. 


and whoſocuer 42agitc or Amalekite that light (hal 
diſcover, kill, ſpare none, with Sart, make hauocke 
of all an vniucrſall deſtrution,faue burone, & thou 
deſtroyeſt thy felfe : VWhatſocucr bee the outward 
flouriſhing ſhow of thy graces , if ſome ſinne lie co« 
vered vnderthem at the core, it will poyſ@n and rot 
them. Oh how much better to haue grace lye in the 
hearr, couered vnder many corruptions, as it doch 
often in the regenerate? for, when corruptionlies at 
the herrt,couered vnder many outward graces,then 
it eates Vp and deuoures the nouriſhment which 
gracc ſhould receiuefrom th: heart, and ſo our gra- þ 
ces become leane flaruelings,and in time the thornes 
that at firſtlie hid, ſprout forth, and ouer-grow th: } 
corne, and ſo vnhappily daſh thoſe hopefull begin« | 


ample harueft, Contrarily, though a man haue ma- | 
ny corruptions, and yer ttuth o grace lye ſecretly 

inthe heart , it will by little and litrle cate out all 
thoſe corruptions. Vee ſee then what it is wemuſt 
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one hand, and the ſrrord of the the ſpirit in the other: | 


nings, which ſeemed.to promiſe a very large 2nd | 


K4. ſpecially | 
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ſpecially labour for,if wee would be freed from that 


deceit of heart , wherewith the Temporary is begui- 
led, with whom the Diuell playeth,as che Cat doth 
with the Mouſe; Helers them in ſome ſortgoe our 
of his hands ,in that he giueth them leaue to do ma- 
ny things, and doth not hinder them in their joy, 
and alacritic of ſpirit, or feruencie of zeale,in which 
regard he is ſaid to be caſt ont in the Goſpell; but 
yet as the Cat will hauc the Mouſe fill within her 
reach, that if ſhe offer torun away (he may preſent. 
ly apprehend herzenen fo doth the Diuel here: he is 


| ſurcto have thee within thereach of his paw,as long 


as thy heart within is polluted with the lone of any 
one ſinne : ſeerhen ifrhou canſt deceiuc this roaring 
Lyon, thus ſporting with thee (as ſometimes we ſee 
the pooreMouſedoth w* the Cat) wholly cſcaping 
from him , by thruſting out chat one ſinne, that till 
poſſeſſerh@#nd defileth chy heart , & in ſtead thereof 
entertaining the word and fpirit of God. Till thou 
doft this,thouare bur in a damnable caſe, whatſoc- 
uer thy flattering heart tels thee : Thoumuſt with 
David refrainefrom eaery exill[way, beforethou can 
be the triie child of God, a true keeper of his word. 
I haze refrained my feet (thatis , my affettions\) from 


every enill way , that is, from the louc and delight | 


thereof, that 1 might keepe thy word : And Iamertels 


| thee, thar onely that one ſinne of an vngonerned 
| rongue, is ſufficient to diſcouer the falleneſſe of thy 
| religion, what euer be thy profelſion. 
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| heads. Theſe deccits therefore, for dire#jon,arc ei- 
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of the deceit of the heart,in giuing direftions for our | 
"CACTHIONS. | 


SF 
Ke PL namely, in iud ging of perſons; now wee 
cometothe ſecond in judging of a&Frons. And this | 
is two-fold; in fore-igdgine, in after-indging, The | 
iudgement of aduice, and 4refZion for the doing 3 | 
and the judgement of cenſure , and ſometimes c07- |, 
redtion after the doing of the ations, 

The deccits of the former kind are almoſt infinite. 
The booke would {well roo much, and I ſhould but 
weary my ſelte and the Reader, largely to proſecute | 


them all : Onely I will point at ſome of che chicteft | 


deccitfulnes of mans heart in iudging, | 


ther in regard of the reles for the'goucrnment of 
our adions, or of the ations themlelues, 

For the rules, our deceitfull hearts preſcribe ſpe- 
cially three deceitfull rules, to ſquare our atious by. 
Firſt, thelight of na:ure//wiſedome , which being [0 
much degeneratcd frorh that atthe firſt creation , & | 
of acleare ſhining lampe,becomea ſtincking ſnuffe , 
who ſcethnot tharrthis light is plainedarknes it ſelfe? 
T he wiſedome of the fleſh is enwmitie 10 God. Secondly, 
the cuſtome of the times, and examples of the multi. 


Cnar. XII. 
| 


TSSEY) Aving thus ſpoken of the firſt part of the | 71,, (ce9,. 
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| ging uf Act« 


rude : As though the way of manners werelike the 
way to great Market-rownes, to be knowne by the 
multitude of footſteps, trampling and bearing vp- 

on 


deceir, in iud- 


11a direction, þ 


1, For the rules 
1 Light of Na- 


cure. 
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on it ? or as though men ſhavld be as filly as ſheepe, 
ro follow wherher-ſocucr their companions licade 


them ? For ſurely how manythings arethere done 


which would argue the doers,cither ſheepiſhly ſimple, 
or razingly furiogs, if they did them alone, or with 
few companions? whereas now the multitude of 
their companions in madneſle, is the onely proofe 
they haue to proue themſelues intheir right minds. 
Thirdly,oor owne ixtention and meaning, that if ic 
be good,then {o is the ation alſo , whichthe Scrip- 
tyre refuteth by the example of Y224h. Theſe are 
crooked rules,and blindeguides,which blinded and 
decciued hearts chuſe to themſelues. But heere that 
of Salomon is true , There i a way that ſeemeth good in 
4 48s owne eyes , but the iſſues thereof are the wayes of 
death. 

The deceit of the heart in iudging of the aftions 
themſclues, is citheragainſt the whole Law in gene- 


ral,or in fpeciallagainit cither Table: All which to. 
| name wereendleſle, Wee will oncly cull out ſome 
' of the principall. / 
Firſt, againſt the whole Law ,- I obſcrue three 
more ſpeciall deceits. 
1. T hat rhonghts are free, that we ſhallnot be ac- 
| countableto God for them. Pavlhimſelfe, though a 
lcarned Phariſce, yet was thus decejuedin iud ing 
of thoughts, not conſented to; which afe forbid- 
den in the tenth commandement : 1 had ro1 knowne 
(faith he ofhimſelſe,in his Phariſasſme) that luſt has 
.beene fin,unleſſe the law had ſaid , Thow ſhalt wot Iuff ; 
But che groſenefle of this deceit may calily ap. 


pearc : for whatreaſonis there , that the author of 
| treaſon 


A. 


, 


er 
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 rreaſon ſhould be puniſhed, and the fr plotter and 
cantriner ſhould ſcape? Now the firſt beginning and 
hatching ofany linne, is firſt in the thoughts of the 
| heart: And if Kings will hauc their ſervants in their 
accounts,anſwere cucn for pence, why may notGod 
call vs to a reckoning , cuen for our ſmalleſt debrs } 
Andifmen puniſh words and deeds, becauſe they 
ſce & knowthem,why then ſhould not God puniſh 
our thoughts, which hee knowes farre better then | 
any many can doe bur outward ations ? We mult | 
therefore make conſcienceofthe idle rouings. of our 

braines ; our very thoughts and imaginations mult | 

ſtoupe, and doc homage to God, who hath requi- 

red of vs to be loued with all our thoughts, and bid- | Luke 10.47. 
deth vs tremble cuen at the very firſt rifiag of euill 

thoughts and motions in our hearts , 4nd anne not. | Plal,aie. - 
Buralas, many aocinuert the ſentence, and in this. 
kinde very boldly /inne,and tremble not. 

2. That words are but winde : Yea, but- they are | »- Words are 

ſuch a winde as ſhall blo w thee violently into hell , Wt 

and (hall be the bellowes to kindle, yea, the fuell ro 


thy woras thon ſhalt be inſlified , and by thy words thou 
ſhalt be condemned , & forteucry idle word muſt thou 
giucaccourtto G2d at the laſt day, valeſſe Chriſe-| 
baue giuen account forit before. Whata dotage is | 
this,to thinke that our Tongue, eur glory, may bee | 
maJe our ſhame; our greateſt ornament,our fouleſt | 
deformiry;our beſt, and yet withall ane of cur leait 
members a world of wickedneſſe ? " 

3. That 1h; outward workes of the Law are ſufft- | ,, Ourward 


| cient. That in the ficlt cable,it is enough ro come ro | works encugh 


Church, |. 


feede the flames of that vnquenchable fire : For by | Mat,1237-39 
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Church, and to mumble ouer a few prayers in ones 


bed, &c. in the ſecond enough to liue quietly, and 
pay cucry man his owne,and not to breake ontinro 
ſcandals. This deceit poſſclled the Phariſees who 
in their interpretation of che Lgw, reſtrained rhe 
prohibitions of murcher and adultery to outward 
grolſe murther and adultery. So their Philadteries 
were not ſo broad, bur their expolitions of the Law 
wereas narrow. In rhe ſomeerrour was he that hea- 
ring the commandements of the {ccond Table re- 
hearſed to him by our Sauionr, anſwered , Al thoſe. 
haue 1 kept from my youth - but wee muſt know that 
the law in euery commandement is fpirſtuall , and 
bindes the heart as weil as the hand. 
Againſt the firſt Tabletheſe deceits : 
1. Thatthe workes of the firſt table arc inferiour 
to the ſcoond, Hence is thar opinion, that it is caficr 
' to loue God then our neighbour : Hence alſoit is, 
that there is ofcen ſcuerer diſcipline againſt drun- 
kenneſle, theft , blaſpheming of great men, then a- 
gainſt prophanation of the Sabbeth , blaſphemous 
oathes, and other ſuch like, as great breaches of the 
firſt Table, as the named finnes are ofthe ſecond; 
Whereas yet the fir/# and great Commandement &« , 
T hou fhalt lone the Lord thy God. 2, That God may 
; be wor{hipped according to our owne deuife, with- 
' out the warrant of his owne word, Hence that A4rbe- 
| iſticall omni- religion, and that opinion thar all religi- 
| onsdo wel!, aman may be ſauedin any:hencethoſe 
| [warmes of will workes, and worſhips, which natu- 
| rally we preferre beforethoſe commanded by God. 
| Bur (hall the Xing ſer downe himſclfe the rule ofhis 
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leaue ir free to euery country clowne to doeasthey 
liſt : and ſhall wee, _ = vnable to ſer downe 
any faſhions for Gods Religion,then the rudeſt ru- 
Me hens alait weeſkis ;'ſhall weel1 fay , 
take vpon vs to detertaine ought of our ſclues , in 
Gods worſhip? Men haue thought ita diſparage- 
ment to chem, when thcir ſeruants being comman- 
ded to doe ſomething , haue done otherwiſe gz not 
yet in contempt, but becauſe they did fee that o- 
ther way which they tooke, tobe better for their 
| maſters purpoſe, then that which was commanded 
| them. Craſſus cauſed his Maſon to bee whipped, for 
that bcing commanded to ſend him the greater 
maſt, he ſet himthe lefle, onely becauſe hee knew 
it to be fitter for the turne whereto he would vſe it, 
Dae men thus ſtand vpon it? fooliſh men, will they 


place to the better courſes of their inferiours ; and 
| can Ged, whoſe fooliſhneſſe is wifer then our beſt 
wiſedome, can hee take it well, thatour folly ſhould 


corre his wiſdome 2 

Againſt the ſecond Table there arc alſo many de- 
ceitsz as, That every man bee for himſelfe, and 
make the moſt of his owne, and doe with his owne 
as he liſt, that the Of7ciow & ſporting lic is nothing, 
{ whereas, Ga/, 1.10. wee muſt not ſpeake truth to 
pleaſe men, much lee then lye:thatit isthe figne of 
a bafe wind to put vp aniniury, which yet the ſcrip- 
{ ture tgrmeth our g/ory, 6 an hundred ſuch like. But 
| methinks it is vaſauoryxaking inthisdunghil,let vs 


| there- { 


owne honourtabe performed by his ſubie&s,& nor 


haue their 0wne wayes followed , without giuing | 


thus take head toirt ſelfe , preſuming to.checke and | 


— TC ICE oocytes rr 


Gel not. Attic. 
tb.al.64)41 3+ 


| The fecond, 


Prousg.it. 


| 
| 


_— 


COIEIETIE— TY ry, —— o CIT EEC en eo ene 


142 


| | 
dz; In cenſures 
ofo 


| 1, Good , 
1Condemning 
i 


| | 2. Ouerpri- 
zing them, 


26Eu1!l, by 


| 
| \ I Tuſtifying 


them, 
| | lokn.1 C.1s 


| 


s Fel ce(us 


T virtas Vooature 


Tuibue dedi- 
| kin-l.2. 


IT 


| 


T he deceit fulneſſe of mans bearr. | 


4 


| 


4 


therefore leaue this point, and ccme to the heares 
iudgement of ations after they bee done, and fee | 
how that alſo is deceitfull. 


Cuar. X11. 


The deceitful indgement of the heart in cenſuring our 
attionsalready done , and more ſpecially the ſhifts 
ir vſcth for excuſing of ſunfull attions, 


Ow itis deceitfull, not only in the ſentence 
it paſſcth vpon evill a7ops , but alſo vpon 
00d. 

1. For {_.2y HORNE wayes: firſt, by condem- 
ning the innocent, and accuſing vs for them,as if we 
had ſinned; as when an Anabaprtifts conſcienceaccu- 
ſcth him for ſwearing before a lawfull Magiſtrate, 
lawfully exaRingit;whena Papiſft for eating an cgge 
in Leat:ſecondly,by ſetting the good we baue done | 
at ſo higha rate,makiug a great deale of nothing. 

2+ For cuill ations , the iadgement of our hearts 
is deceitfull two wayes: 

Firſt, in iuſtifying the guilty , acquiting vs for 
them as if wee had done well; as thoſe our Saviour 
ſpeaketh of, that ſhould iudge of the murther ef the 
Apoſtles,as ofgood ſeruice performed to God. And 
this deceit is the ſtrgnger , if the ſinne be happy in 
lucceſſe. Then vile wickedneſſe ſhalibe graced with 
the name of vertuc it ſelfe., Dioniſzws after his ſpoile 
9fan Idols temple, finding the windes fauourablein | 
bis nauigarion; loe ſaid hee, how the Gods approue | 
of Sacriledge. Hee bleſſed himſelfe in his En | 
J- 
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facriledge, becauſe of the good ſucceſſe that inſued, 
This was likely alſo to bee /eroboarms deceit,that his | King 14.22: 
Calues were not {ocuill, when he ſaw how the Pro- 24 33» 


pher , which ſo thundred againſt them , was aſter- 
ward (layncofa Lyon. This alſo was the deceit of 
thoſe wiues in /eremy,that iuſtified there idolatrous 
incenling to the Qucene of beaven,by the plenty and 
peace then inioyed , in regard of that ſcarceneſſe 
which followed the leauing of that idolatry.Like as 
many of the 7/rae/ites, when they were brought into 
the dcſart, where was want ofall things, inregard of 
that which was in Egypt , they preferred Egypt; as 
now many,blinded with the ſame deceit,prefer Po- 
pery inthe ſame reſpeR,before the Goſpel. But for 
the dcliyering of our ſelues from this deceit, we muſt 
know , that wee muſt iudge of the goodnelle of the 
ſucceſſe, by the goodnefle of the 427i», not contra- 
rily ofthe goodneſle of the a9710n, by the goodnelle 
of the ſacceſſe. | 

Neither is this deceit of judging oar ſinfull ati- 
ons lawfull and good, proper oncly to the blinde 
worldlings, but incident alſo to thoſe that hauc 
ſome knowledge and ſence of Religion, yea,often to 
the truely godly themſclues, Dauidcryes out, Who 
knoweth the errenrs of hu wayes? How many ſecret 
ſinnes haue the beſt , which they arc ſo farsc from | 
accounting ſinnes , that they beare themſelues out 
in them,as iuſt and warrantable? Of this kinde was 
the Poligamie of the Patriarchs,whoſe liuing and dy- | 
ing inthat finne, without ſpeciall repentance for it, 
ist0 bee imputed to this deceitfulneſle of heart wee 
now ſpcake of, And ſo no doubris till with vs,that 
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many ſinnes goe currant with vs, without the leaſt 
checke;in recard of the generall ſway of the tim:s, 
Bur this deceit is farre more grieuous in ſome, who 
| being ſomething like true Chriſtians , (but indeede 
are not) are often fouly illuded by Sathav,So that as 
once loſeph tooke the conception ofthe 4o/y Ghoſt,to 
be an adulterous ſeede;lo theſe men,contrarily;take 
adolcerous conceptions, that is, ſome thoughts and 
affe&ions which ſpring from pride and vaine-glory 
to be ſpirituall conceptions of the holy Ghoſ?, and co 
come from zeale,and piety: and as once E/i& thoſe 


rit to ques, 2 theſe through the deceitfulnes 
of their hearts, father vpon the ſpirit certaine moti- 
ons and aRions, that arc indeede the fruitofa cer- 
taine kinde of 4rwnkenweſſe and giddineſſe of intoxi. 
cated mindes. | EET, od 

The fecondthing wherein the judgement of the 
heart touching our (ines ſhewes its deccirfulnes, is | 
this ; That if the aRion ſo begroſle, as thatitcan- 
not be excuſedin it ſclfe , yetroexcuſe it, as it was 


ly , yet it will exceedingly exrenuate it, making it 
{ ro be in vs, und as we didit,but a veniall,a petty,and 
pardondblefſinne. Asthevniuſt tewardin the Gol: | 
pell for a bundred pounds fer downe fifty, fo deale 
wee, nay farre worſe, with ourdebts to God,that is, | 
our finnes, Talenes are made farthings , & farthings 
mecrenothings; Great ſinnes aremadelitrle ſinnes, 


tnockers , As 2.impured the true worke of the þi- | 


and little ſinnes no finnes. And here eſpecially doth 

the cunning deceftfulnefle of the heart excell. It | 

doth ſo ſtraine and ſtretchit wits, cnenas it were on | 
center- 
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tenter-hookes for to finde out excuſes,as it were fig. 
leaues to cover our nakedneſle, and thickets to lurke 
in,if it might be, vneſpyed by God himſelfe. This is 
that deceit Dawid meant, when he laid,B/eſſed is 1hat 
man in whoſe heart their i no gaile, namely, to minſe 
or mitigate the greuouſnellc of his ſine, by the in- 
vention of witty and colourable excuſes andexte- 
nuations. And this,asitmay ſecme, be ſpake out of 


matter of Y7iah.For in this point the Scripture tax 
eth him for want of vprightnes of heart, andthere- 
fore allo himſeltc at length, in his repentance, ta- 
king notice of it in himſelte, crieth out,0 L974, thou 
loueſt the truth inthe inwardparts,thereby implying, 
that in that (lane he had diſcoucred much deceit, 
and want of truth and vprightneſle; now, in what | 
more then in this, that he ſew:d cuſhions vnder his el- 
bowes, that he may ſlcepe ſecurely in his fine, and 
after he had 6#11t the wall, he dawbed it with the unte- 
pered morter of his awne vaine and friuolous excu- 
ſesz as that a King had equall authority ouer all his 


his o:r ne experience, in that his grieuous ſin in the * 


ſubics, and therefore, {ince ſome mult needes bee 
expoſed to more perill inthe warres then others, he | 
mightas well put Fr4abto that hardlot,as another; | 
| that as long as Yriah was not (laine with his owne | 
\ hands, but inthe warres, he was notguilty of his | 
| death , and diners ſuch likeinuentions? And who 
| (hall norin ſome meaſure diſcerne this deceit ? how 
 buſily will gur hearts Jay about them to finde ſome 
| pretence or other fqr the leſſening of our ſinnes, 
'ro mike them ſeemelefle odious and vgly then in? 
 deede they are? Sothat, though when we cometo | 
| glue | 
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| deſerue double damnation , firſt for this corrupti- 
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giue indgement , wee cannot wholy free our ſclues, 
but mult needes giue in the verdi& againſt our 
ſclucs, yet we will doc itas fauourably,and with as 
great reſpctasm1y be. Like David, that when hee 
could nor bur ſend his ſubies again t 46bſalors, yer 
willed them to haue ſpecial care of not hurting him. 
But when our deceitfull hearts would vrge' vs to 
ſhew this fauour to our 4b/alom,to our darling fins, 
we ſhould no more regard them, then 7oab did Da- 
wide charge concerning Abſa/om,but with Rtomacke 
and couragerunne them through with the ewo-ed- 


ged ſword of the ſpirit :and not , as vſnally wedoc, | 


onely giue them alittle pinch with our finger, or 
pricke with a pinne. But let vs ſec the particularities 
of theſe deceitfull excuſes, 

T he firſt is, to plead the corruption of nature. O 
ſay ſome, when they are iuſtly challenged, we are but 
fleſh and bloud, borne in fin, our corrupr nature as a 
mighty (treame carries vs away violently. We are 
but weake fraile man;no Sarnts,no Angels, Theſe (ce 
not that this is ſo farre from leſſening, that it rather 
aggrauateth their (innc, For as the Philoſopher ſayes 
of rhoſe that excuſe their finne by drunkennelle , 
that they deſerue dowble punithment , firſt, for the 
drunkenneſſe, then for the fiane commirted in and 
by their drunkenneſle: {o likewiſe is it here. Wee 


on of our nature, and then for the fruitsof it, in 
our atuall cranſgreſhans ; becauſe as the drunkard 
is the cauſc of his owne drunkenneſle, ſo wee like- 
wiſe of our owne corruption of nature, for God 


.made vs holy and righteous , after his owne Image, | 
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bur wee our (clues in our ficſt Parents defiled & cor- 


| ruptedthis boly nature. And therefore Dauid when 
| tn that Pemitentiall Plalme his repenting heart euen 


mealureſlinfull, & to railc it vp tothe higheſt degree 
| of rebellion; hee bringeth in the mention of cor- 
rupt nature, a5 an amplification thereof, 7 ſinne 
| was 1 conceine},and inintquty brought forth, And leſt 


no ſuch deccic{ull cloaking, | 

The /econd cloake are the examples ofthe faults of 
holy and godly mcn, cfpecially choſcin the Scrip- 
ture; as Daxids adultery, Peters deniall, Lots inceſt, 
Noahs drunkennefle , &c. How many arethere that 
vpon theſe examples doe beare and boulſter them. 
ſelues out in the ſame or the like ſinnes? But whata 
ſtrange deceit is this, that that which increaſeth ſin, 
ſhould be vid as a dimunition thereof? for by how 
much the perſon that ſinnethis greater, by ſo much 
olſois the liane it ſclfe, Adultery by Danids exam- 
ple was made ſo much the viler, by how much Da- 
| #ids holineſſe exceeded others, Againe, whata groffe 
deluſion in this,that that which indeede is an argu- 
ment of feare , ſhould be made an argument of 6o/g- 
veſſein inning? for who in his right minde would 
not reaſon thus with himſclfe? Did Dani4,Perer,and 
other ſuch worthics fall ſo dangerouſly, that had ſo 
[excellent a meaſure of the ſpirit? oh then ir ſtandeth 
mein hand to looke to my (clfe, whoſe feet are farre 
more feeble, and ſtand in far more ſlippery ground. 
Surely, if the Saints were aliue againe, and heere 


tudied withit [clfc , how to make his finne out of - 


ie might be thought rhar he did cunningly alleadge | 
it to leflen his lane, headdeth, hou lone#t rhe truth, 


— 


1 
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2.Examplesof ' 
the godly fig- 
| 


ning, 


Atdiant quinon 
ceviderhiitneca- 
aant qui creide- 
rutyut ſurgant: 
non cadendi cx- Þ 
empliun propome | 
turyſed ſpeecides |- 
r1s reſurgendi. 
Aug.inPlal.51 | 
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Ceciderat [apſi 
e upiditatis, non 
patrocinio ſans 
Atatis. Correp- 
tzes oft per Pro- 
phet# non lapſus 
| eft in Prophcta. 
Hoc 11 te amas 
quod Dauid 34 
ſe odit? Aug.in 
Pſal 1. 
Heb.12.1s 
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T he decentfulncſſe of mans heart. 


withvsonearth, as there would be divers other | 
matters of griefe vntothem,, ſo [ thinke nothing | 
more, then to ſce th: horrible abuſe, as of their ver- | 
tncs,lo of cheir imperfections : of their vertues,when | 
in that regard they arc defiled by the ſuperſtitious | 
[dolater : of their 1nfirmites and imperfettions, when | 
for them they are madethe patrons of bateful}l and 
(hametull deformities, by the looſe Libertine. As ic 
would gricuethem to ſee thoſe verrnes ,the weake- 
neſſe whereof made themto fall downe before God 
in huznliation,to be railcd vpto ſuch an height,as to 
make othersfal down to them in adoration:lo allo to 
ſce their (ins which wrought ſhame in themſclues, to 
workec impudency in others, It Panid had committed 
adultery,as thinking it no ſuch great matter, becauſe 
of the example of ſome Prophers before him, there | 
had bin ſome more colour tn his excuſe : But Dav7d | 
fell only through hiz owne concupiſcence,not vpon 


— 


wich his words rebakedhim for his fin; No Prophet 
with his deeds flclhed him in his ſin: why doſt thou | 
love 1nthy ſclfe that which David hated in himſclfe? 
To concludethis point,the examples of holy man | 

| 

| 


in things imitable,are compared by the holy Ghoſt ro 
the 1ſraclites clend, thatled them in the wilderneſle. 
But their vawarrantable examples are like the black | 
part of thecloud , which whoſocuer (hall follow, | 
with thoſe Egyprtians,together with themyhe is like 
to bedrowned in the ſea of eternall deftrution. | 
Thethird ſhiftis their /gnorance,and want of lear- | 
ning. They fay they areno Schollers nor book-lear- | 
ned : and therefore, howſocuer theſe things they are | 
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TI  Theatceitfulneſſe of 1 ans heart. 


inthera they are very cxcuſable; For the diſcoucry 
of this deceit, we mutt vnderſtand,that their is a two- 
fold /gnorance. A plaine and {imple ignorance, & allo 
a wilful and 1fetted. T he plaine & ſimple ignorance 
though it may extenuate, yer it cannot altogether 
excuſe, The ignorance of thy Princes Lawes will 
not excuſe thee in his Court , and thinkeſt thou that 
in Gods Court, who is far ſeuerer then any mortal! 
wight,the plea of ignorance {hall be beard?for asthe 
Princes lawes are printed & publiſhed, and therefore 
may be knowne, vnleiTe we be either carcleſle or wil- 
full ; ſoalſo arc Gods. Art thou tt en ignorant ? the 
fault is thine owne, it cannot therefore ſaue thee 
harmeleſle. No, the ſeruant not knowing his Maſters 
will,muſt be beaten wich ſome ſtripes,it he do it not, 
though not with ſo many as he that knowing it does 
it not. But yet if his ignorance bee the ſecond kinde 
ofignorance , wilful/and feed, then hee (hall bee 
beaten with as many if nor more : for this kinde of 
ignorance increaſcth the ſinne,rather then any whit 
lefſensit. And hearezas in the caſe of drunkenneſle, 
double puniſhment is worthily deſeraed; becauſe 
they doe willingly (hut their owneeyes, that they 
might not ſee, and doe of ſer purpoſe nuzzlc 
themſeluesin ignorance, though the light on every 
' ſide incompaſle them , thinking thereby to procure 
' tothemſelucs alibertic of ſinning, withoutguiltines: 
but they are deceiued. Here truely hath place that 
ſaying , The i2norance of the truth can bee no excuſe to 
' ſaue their condemnation , who had they hadawilt to 


accuſed of, would be ſcarce tollerable inothers, yer | 


' {eeke the truth,might eaſily hane had theskillto finae it. | 
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E xcuſat 4tants 
ſed nox a totog 


Luke12.47.43, | 


Auth, op.im- 
perfeRt in 
Mat.hom. 44- 
Necpoteſt eweſſe 
excuſatis con» 

d ermmationis ig- 
norantia verita - 
(8,quibus ſuit 
inueniendi fa- 
cultas, þ ſuiſſet 
quarendi volnns- 
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{ 27-4.Contingit 
quandog, quod 
ignorantia di- 
reflces per ſe ſit 
\ voluntaria,ſicut 
cum alignu ſur 
/ponte neſcit,ut 
liberiza peccate 
Et talisignoran 
tiagut augere 
voluatariam & 
peccatum.E x 
intentionem 
voluntata ad 
peccandum pro- 
wenit quod all- 
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ignorantia dam- 
aun proper lis 
bertatom peg- 
candi. 


4 Tranſlation 
vpon othcrs,. 


1] Epiſt.50,Ne- 

| ſcit ſe ceerm, 
ſnbinderogat 
| pedagogum vt 
migret, Alt 
| domum tenebro- 


ſam eſſe. 


_—— OE 


The decetfulnefſe of mans beart. 


quis vult ſwhire | 


| 


T bey double their guiltinefſe, they twiſt che bonds 
of their iniquities ſtronger, and adde further weight 
co their finne, when they thinke to make it lighter, 
To this purpoſe Thomas the Scheole-man , ſpeaketh 
very iudictouſly, thus, Sometimes it happeneth that 
ignorance i direilly and init ſelfe voluntary, as when 
one u willingly ignorant that hee might ſiune the more 
freely. And ſuch ignorance ſcemeth to mncreaſe our vo- 
lunterineſſe , and ſo our ſinne : for it proceedeth altoge.- 
ther from the intentionof the will ſet vpon ſinning, that 
a man will willingly ſuffer the damage of 1enorance, to 
enioy the freedome of (inning. 


Cnuae.XIIT. 


Of the deceit of the beart in tranlating the ſine 
from our ſelues vpon ſome other cauſe. 


*GaL& 


814 E fourth deceitfull tricke in clearing our 

ſclues, when guilty , is that of Tra»/lation, 
» when by laying the faule vpon ſome other 
cauſe, wee would altogether diſburthen our {clues 
thercof. Wherein the heart of man is ſo ſubtle,that if 
it can hnde out any other thing or perſon,that inthe 
leaſt ſort may ſeeme to be but the leaſt piece of an oc- 
caiion,that (hal be ſufficient eo free it ſelfe of al man- 
ner of blame. #arpeft,a blind womanin Seneca,would 
not yer be perſwaded that (he was blinde,but found 
fault with the houſe wherein ſhe was,as being ouer- 
darkey (o fareth it with vs in our fpirituall blindnes, 
& other ſuchlike defeRts;hard is it if we find nor out 
ſome- 


4 
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Ny 
ſomeching that muſt caſe vs of all the burthen of the | 
blame. | 

As firſt of all, how vſuall is that tranſlation vp- | 
on cheflcſh. O ſay the prophane, as ofoldin 4#-1 , yu we 
/tenstime, fo till when charged with there wicked- | flclh, 
nefſſe,not we, but the Aijſb. We of our ſelues have good = _ 
wills tro due otherwiſe, we like and approue ofthe 4s 


| 
| 

] 

[ 

| 
beſt chings , bur the f-/h ouer- maſters vs, that, asa | mittuniquey, | 
facimora, or um+ | 

[ 


> — 


violent ſtreame carries vsaway. And therefore wee | 5,70. 

truſt we may ſay with Paul, /t i no more wee that dot | prfimisvolu- 

it, but ſinne that dwelleth in v:,but thisis a groſle | 7447 _— 

deceit. A 
' For firſt, they ſhould conſider who Paul was,that | {til verba 

| viedtheſe words, and of what {innes ; not open and RE 

| groſſe, from which cuen his Phariſaiſme was free | OE: + 
but of inward infirmitics, whereby be felt the perfe- | phil.z. 

Rion of his good workes to bee hindered, How | P | 
(hamefull then isit to bring that in defence of open 
ſcandals, which is ſpoken concerning priuic and 
ſecret infirmities ? 

Againe, none can ſay concerning their ſtns,that | 
they are not theirs, but the f:/hes , ſaucthey , who | 
beſides the fleſh haue the ſpirir incountring thefleſh, L- 
Butin theſe kinde of men,in whoſe mouths this ex- 
cule is ſo ordinary, there is no ſtrife at all betwixt 
the p71 andthe f{:/h , for they arc nothing but f#:/b; 
neither is there any thing in them but corruption : 
Therefore is it anidle ſpeech of them to lay, not wee 
but thefl:jh,that is, not wee but we : For what elſe are 
they buc /{-ſh,in vnderſtanding,memory, will, affe- 
tions, foule, and body, &c? But yet when they are 
rocommit ſome lin,they feele fomereliſtance. True: | : 

L 4 bur | 
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i The difference 
of the combate 
;1n the vnge- 
{ncrace from 


1 


lob 15,16, 


ltd. 
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The decenfulnefſe of mans beart. 


bur this refiltance is not from the minde renewed, & 
ſo conſenting vnto, and d:lighting in the Law, as 
holy and good,as in Pas/; bur from the minde onely 
inlightned,to lee the fearctul punilhments that ſhall 
follow vpon the (inne. And henceir is that the com- 
bate in the regenerate is inthe ſame faculties of the 
Soule , betwixtthe will and the will, the aff: ions 
and affections ; becauſe as cuery part of the Soule 
is partly _ , partly fpirituall, fo alſo the will 
and affections. W henceit comes to palle,that when 
the renewed part of the will carries vs to good, the | 
vn-regenerate part,thatis,the fe/h,lwaycs vs to el, 
Butthe combare of the vn-regencrate, is betwixt di- 
vers faculties of the ſoule; as betwixt the vaderſtan- 
ding and tke will , betwit the conſcience and the 
affections; The will and affeRtions of an vngodly 


| men doc not hold backe, or makeany reſiſtance, 


when heeis tempted to {inne : for they are wholy 
carnall, and have not either the leaſthatred of the 
linne forbidden, or loue ofthe Law forbidding it, 
and therefore they are ſet a gogge, and drirke in in 7» 
quite, the fiſh doth water : but only his conſcience, 
inlightned by God co (ce the terrour of the puniſh- 
ment, caufeth a demurre to be made. Zerodin his 
inceſt may feele inwardly ſome obieRions alledged 
againſt ir,but yet heloues his inceſt with al his heart, 
and in like manner hates the ſeventh Commaunde. 
meit forbidding it , and wiſhes with all his heart, 
there were no ſuch Commandement. Thoſe obie- 

&ions thereforeare made, notby his will dclivhting 
inthe Law, and ſo ſaying; Howcan 1 doe the and ſin 


| 4g4inſt God ? But by the mine terrified with the 


threat- | 


4 —_— 
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threatnings ofthe Law. The voyce of Danids con- 
Ai& with himſclfe in his adultery was this; / conſent 
to the Law, that it ts moſt holy and iuſt in forbidding 4- 
dultery , andiherefore 1 cannot wholly gine my aſcent to 
ths adultery. T he voyce of Herod: ſtrife in his inceſt 
isthis, 1 conſent 10 the law that it i true in threatning 
inceſt with the curſe of God,and feele terrour in the ap- 
prehenſion of i1t.S0 that the oppolition which the re- 
generate make againſt ſinne, is from the apprehenſi- 
on of the gooanes of the Commandement : the oppo- 
fition of the wnregenerate, from the apprehenfion of 
the eruth of the threatning : the tormer from /oxe , 
thelatter from feare. 

Now though this bee ſufficient to diſconer this 
deceit to thoſe that will deale faithfully with them» 


} (cluesin the examination of their owne hearts: yer, 


for the further ſtopping of the mouth of iniquirie, 
tharexcellent ſpcech of the 4po//e is to bee remem- 
bred; Thefleſhluſteth againſt the ſpirit, and the ſpirit a» 
gainſt the fleſh, and theſe are contrary one 18 another,ſo 
that ye cannot ave the ſame things that ye would, Where 
the fleſh is reſifted by the Spirit, ir neuer wholy 
preuayles, but in ſpight of it teeth is broken of her 
will, it cannordoe that it would ; bur in theſe men 
the Fleſh doth whatſoeuer ir would; the a0 
of {inne is as ready as the temptation ; thelife, 
they lye, they wallow, andtumble themſclues in 
their (innes ; they make a daily trade of their vn- 


man now perſwade mee that the ſpiritis in them, 


| ſhould * 


iruggling with the fleſh ? Certainely, if there were 
| but the leaſt drarame of the ſpirit to reſiſt , the fleſh 


cleanneſle , prophaneneſle, worldlineſle : ſhall any | 
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1. Cor.9.2, 
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Exod 32. 6. 
Caro 60ucnpiſeit 
adnerſus ir ir 
Iums/t non 00% 
capiſcet 3 ſpiri* 
tres COLYA Carne, 
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Srautem [iris 
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lafFam waadeo , 
mitlum 104 v1 
Aeo. In Fuang. 
>.Ioh.ſcr,43, 


The aeceitfulueſſe of mans beart.. 


(hould not finne thus freely, without interruption: 
it {hould not alwayes hold the reynes , and fir at the | 
helme. [ beat my body; tharis , [ moleſt and vexe the 
| fleſh, theo/d Adamthatis in mee; and marke what 

followes, / bring it inſubiettion, N here then the fleth 
alwayes flouriſheth and triumpheth , and is neuer | 
brought vnder, their neuer 15 any truereliſtance, 
there is no ſpirit, the aduerſaricthat ſhould trou» 
bleic. 

Obi:f?, But it will be ſaid, did not Dawidin his 
adultery doe that which his flcthly will would? 4»/. 
No; not wholly, not faly. For firſt of all, by rea. 
| ſonof the reſiſtance of the ſpirit, hee could not take 
that fulneſſe of pleaſure which a veneriows Epicure 
would. Further, the fleſh would haue had him ſlept | 
ſecurely , and gone on ſtoutly ſtill in that ſinne, and 
to haue done as much to others,as to Sarhſheba, bur 
becauſe of the contradiction of the ſpirit gaine-ſay- 
ing the fic{h, hecould not fo blefle his ſoule in his 
| finne, hecould not lye tumbling in his mire, but 
| was forced to riſe vp, and walh himſelfe in the wa- 
ters of repentance, And wilt thou, tbatafter thy ſ1t- 
ring downe to finne never riſeſt againe, vnleſſeir 
| be 2s thoſe Iſraelites, that ſatec downe ts eate and 
T drinke, and roſe vp io play; thatis, rothe doing of 
ſome worſe matter : wilt thou plead the combare of | 
the fleſh and the ſpirir? Excellent)y Saint Auſten. The | 
fieſhluſteth againſt the ſpirit : If the ſhirit doe not aiſo 
luſt againſt the fleſh , they commit ad lterie : For what 
ſhould hinder ? But if the ſpirit luſt againſt the fleſh , 
then I may ſee thee indecde fhrewaly aſſaulted , wholy | 
vangaiihed I cannot. | 

Well 
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Well then, the waregenerate cannot excule their 
| innes by the fic(h, becauſe the fleſh and they, being 
| all one, in accuſing the fle{h,they accuſerhemſelues, 
W hat then? May the regenerate? Neicher:for wher- | 


as the f:/hin chem is only a {ave and captiue, deadly 
wounded by Gad, at firſt conuerſion , and daily 
awed by the contrariery of the /þir:7 , that they yet 
ſhould be foyled by the fleſh, th. the feb ſhould fo 
farre preuaile with them, as to bring torch the fruits 
of diſobedience , this ſeemeth rather to adde, then 
any whit to diminiſh their {inne : for as for the wic- 
ked,they arc nothing but fe/h,chey haue no aduerſa- 
ry tothe flcſhin chemſclues,that might buckle with 
it:but the godly they haue the ſpire, which of ir ſelfe 
as Chriſt ſayes,is prompt-aud ready , but that wee by 
our {1oath and negligence diſable it. Therefore the 
| Scripture vpontheſe groundsexhborts the godly to | 
good duties, becauſe of the regeneration of their 
nature, whereby they are in ſome meaſure enabled 
| roſubdue their corruption, and ſo to performe obe. 
| dience; as S, James, hauing made mention of our 
new-birth : of bis owne will begat he vs by the word of 
truth, thereupon interreth , Wherefore let enery man 
be ſwift to heare, ſlew toſpeake , ec, And S. Peter ha- 
uingexhorted to /oxe ove another, with apure heart 
fernently,annexeth this reaſon, Being borne a wew,not 
of mortall ſeed, but immortall, &c.Now as it ſhame- 

| fall for a manthar hath ſtrength, & is furniſhed with 
weapons, to ſuffer the theefe to take his purſe from 
him : ſo is it for the regenerate man , whom Godin 
his regeneration hath endued with ſpirituall life and 
ſtrength, whereby he might be able to ſiriue againſt, | 
and * 


143 


Marth. 26, 


lames1.19,19, | 


t.Pcr.1, 22+23J+ _ 


| 


_— RC ———_ — — 


"> ” = [Kg (3 - 5 
1— WY : 


144 


2. Cor,3 .z+ 


2. Vpon the 
Times, 
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T he aeceitfulneſſe of mans beart. 


ow their feer, What a ſhame is this for a man tg 


| A.{h, that the fleſh is ſtill ſo luſly and lively in you, | 


| 


robbe him of any {pirituall grace. Specially hen as 
the fleſh in themis as an vnderling cruſhed and trod 


c ouercome by his baſe vaſlal, who was once alrca. 
'dy before overceme by himſclfe? This therefore is 
matter of humiliation, and deeper aggrauation of 
our ſinnes,that God baving diſ-armed the feſb,and 
ſubic&ed it to vs, yet wee by our fauouring of it, 25 
the /ſraelites the Cameanites, haue nouriſhed a Snake 
in our owne boſomes, and haue ſuffered it to grow 
to that head, that it ſhould beready to overtop vs. 
Thercfore the Apoſtle doth not extcnuate,but ag- 
grauate,the fations of the Corinthians by this , thar 
theſe things came from the fieſhin them, and were | 
fruites of their carnalzty. T herefore he ſayes by way 
of.vpbraiding , Yea arc yet carnall, Mans deccitfull 
heart would hauc holpen the matter with this: Alas! 
though wee be regenerate , yet wee are ſtill alſo car. 
nall in part , and the feb will be working : But the 


jand make his part good with the ficlh, to ſuerieto 


holy Ghoſt retorts it thus;as you are naturally car- 
nall, ſo by your new birth, yee now are beccme 


ſpirituall; what a ſhame then is this for you, that the 
Giri performes his office no better in quelling the 


that one would thinke you were wholly carnall and | 
not ſpiritua)lar all ; rhat after ſo longatime of your | 
regencration, you are yet ſo carnall,the fefb ill cars | 
ryingToſtronga hand ouer you? T hat ſhifting,then, 
off the fault to the fleſh is idle, whether in the wice | 
ked, or inthegodly. 
The /ccond 1ra»/(ation of finne is vpon the Times, | 
and | 
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The deceirfulveſſe of mans heart. 


and places, where weliue,and the wickednes of men 
with whom we conuerſe, Becauſe the times general. 
ly are ſocorrupt andcuill, therefore we thinke if we 
be corrupt in them, the faule js not owrs, but the | t 
times. S. Pauls argument is cleane contrary, Redee- | ephef. 5,16, 
ming the time becauſe the dayes beenill, The badneſle | 
of the times did not ſerue with $. Paul for acloake. 
to excuſe our conformity to thetimes, in waſting | 
our time wickedly, as others doe; bur asa ſpurre to | 
excite vs to bee ſo much the more carefu!l of our | 
ſclues,not to be ſwayed with the common ſtreame, | 
in the idle and prodigall expence of our time, butto | 
reſcuc it out of the hands of finfull vanities, and to | I 
ſpend it wholy for the good of our awne ſoules, And. 
good reaſon have we to make this vſe of the corrups 
tion ofthe times; for,if the aire be generally infe&ti- 


ous, bad we not neede to be ſo much the more ſtrict - 
in our diet,and carefull in the vie of wholſome pre- 
ſeruatiues?Surcly the worſe the times are, the neerer ; 


grow they their end, and therefore ſo much the | 
more apprehenſiue ought we to be ofthe occaſions | 
of pood, becauſe the dey, in which onely wee can | 
worke , is declining apace, and that fearefull night | 
approacheth,wherein none can worke. | 

Eut yet, fog all this, it is no leſſe vſuall for men to | 
vſe this excuſe in defence of their owne enormities | ,,,..,z,, | 
now, then it hath bcene heretofore. Seneca ſheweth | ambitioſ: (14 
how in his time many wou!d bee ready to pleade | 7979 Roment 
thus forthemſelues, 1am wet ambitious ;, but no man | ln (21. 
can line otherwiſe in Rome, 1 am not prodigally ſamptu» | fuſed vrb5ip(c| 
ow;but theCity will put a man to great charges.1t &s not. _— 


mp fantt that as yet Iam not eniredinto a ſctiedcourſe of | meic vuuity eve. 
life | < 
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Did nes deci- | life. 11 my youth and hot blond that doth this, Butas | 
an ?noneſt | he excellently addeth. Why doe we deceiue onr ſe [nes ? 
p32 5 ol | This exill s not from without, ffom any extrinſccall 
| 205, eſt in viſte- | cauſe,it © within v5;it ſlickes in our very bowels, If we 
riipſnheret. | lined elſewhere,in other places,and companies, vn. 
[eſſe our hearts within were changed, we would till 
| bee the ſame men. For, that ir is not in the place, 7 
| that wearethus and thus peruerted, will appeare » 
euidently, it we caſt oureyes vpon others, thathaue 
| liued in as cuilltimes and places, and yer likefilhes, 
retayning their {weetneſſe in in thedſelt ſeay like Sala. 
OP manders ,vnſcorched in the fire. It matters not ſo 
gnis nonreſert - | 

x8 magzus, | much how great the fi:e bee which lighteth vpon a 

ed quoinciaat - | place, as of what quality the thing is whereonic a 

iz | lightcth:for cuen a great deale of of fire falling vpon : 


bY 


A 
” 
_ 


align 
as ne wan hard and ſolide ſubRtances would not once kindle, 


ayer "| andalirtle ſparke in dry, chippy, combuſtible mar- 
a quog, fo- | ter hath quickly burnt vp all.So it skils not ſo much 
went v/4,1d | whatthe place be, as what the minde. Mindes well 
BY diſpoſed, and carefully watching our themlelucs 

haue continued in the corrupteſt places without 
ſpot ; as 1eſeph, Nebemiah, Daniel, 0badiah,inthe 
Courts of Pharaoh, Ariaxerxes, Nebuchadnezer, A- 
hab; and $. Paul makes mention of Saints in Neroes | 
| court,thatmonſer of nature. Contrarily, the minde 
being ſecure, or otherwiſe ill-diſpoſed, the beſt pla- 
ces haue beene no priuiledges againſt ſin, Wirtneſle 
———_—— ſinned in Paradiſe; the Divel, that fell 
In Heazen,in Gods owne Court: Locyfalling in Gods 
Lotinperuerſa | Court,and fanding in Neroes. Lot continued chaſt in 
| ciuitare infins, | filthy Sodome,and yet fell grieuouſly in thy ſolitary 
cog | & retired monniaine:vniuſtly then are places charged 
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As vniuſily in the third place, are our calings,and 
the imployment of them; which,ſay many,areſuch, 
that they muſt needs negleR the kingdome of God 
in prayer, reading, meditation, ſanAification of the 
Saboths;zwhich if to doe be (inne, not 5hey but their 
callings muſt be calledinto queſtion. But wee muſt 
know that no calling is a calling 4 way from God,no! 


vocation is an avocationfrom godlines: but as our S4- | 


jour ſpeakes of the Saboth, loallo may it be faid of 
our calings : Man was not maae for calling, but calling s 
for man,thatis,for his good,not for the hurt or hin- 
derance of his ſoule. Certaine therefore it is thatthis 
is buta deceitfull excuſe : for Dauid & Daniel taken 
vpwiththe many and waighty affaires of ciuill go-; 
uernment(alas,what arethy occaſionstotheirs)they 
yet could find leaſure to pray thrice a day. And tell 
me, thou who thus pleadeſt the troubleſome diftra- 
Rios of thy calling,dothey ſo poſleſle thee that thou 
canſt neither ſleep,nor cate & drink;for all thy buli- 
nefles,I dare ſay,thou doſt not wholly depriuc thy 
ſelfe of theſe neceflary comforts: And art thon yerto 
learn,that theſeare notſoneceflary for the body,but 


the exerciſes of Gods ſeruice as arc neceſſary euery | 


way for the ſoule?Remgber theexamples of the wo- 
man of Samaria,leauing her pitcherat the well,& of 
the Shepheards,leauing their flocks for the buſines of 
Chriſt; &learne by chem that our particalar callings 
muſt giue place to the general/calling of Chriſtanity- 
And goodreaſon,one kindges deſeruesanather,Our 
generall calling of Chriſtianty is not ſo vniuſt , as to 
(eize ordinarily vp6 al thetime of our particuley cal- 
lings:therefore Criſt will rather rob his cies of _ 
an 


| 
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and pray all night,then by praying all theday rime, 
rob his perſonell calling of it ducrime +: Why then 
ſhould our particular callings be ſo vnkindeasto en. 
croach vpon our gexeral/calling,and to take from it 
that little time of the morning and enening not con- 
tent with her owne ſo large allowance: like therich 
\man in Nathans parable, that ftolne from the poore 
'man his one only ſheepe, having many of his owne. 
It had beene more tollerable for the poore man to 
hauc taken one of the rich mans. And ofthe two iris 
more allowable for the geweralicalling,to make bo!d 
with the time of our perſonal, then contrarily ; both 
becauſe our gexerellcalling hath not the 751he of that 
time which the perſonal hath, as alſo , becaufe the 
workes ofthis calling are farre more worthy and ex- | 
cellent , as thoſe which dire&ly and immediatly re- 
ſpe& God himſelfe. And yet thou wouldeſt not al- 
low this fora iuſt excuſe in him,that al the ſixe dayes 
bath negleRed his particular calling, that he did at- 
tend all that while, Prayer, reading, Meditation: + 
How then ſhould thine owne negle& of Gods fer- 
= vpon the $abboth, and the mornivgs & exenings 
of other dayes be excuſed? thinkeſt thou by the 
following of thy worldly occafions ? for as vnder 
/pretence of prayer and meditation we may not be- | 
i\come Monkes,and wholly giue ouer occaftons in the 
world: ſoneither vnder pretence of our worldly oc- 
caſions, may we become prophane Worldlings,and 

wholly torſake the worlhip of God, 
Ochers blame the conditzon of their /ife,O ſay they 
we ate poore men, that baue nothing to liue by , 
 faue theſe hands. Can wee needy handicrafts-men, 
| | or 
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cher, ſayes Thryſoſtome, may you prattiſe true dinin;* 
tie, When wrath , enuie, and other ſuch like corrup 
ttons ſhould bee curbed, dath ponerty then let thee 
| Orareriches able to maſter and mortific ſuchaffet 
| ons? Doth poverty hinder thee from being humble 
lober, temperate , watchfull in praycr? or isit not 
rather a great furtherance toxthee in all theſe ? Doth 
not pouerty ſeruetotame and meeken thee, to take 
downe thy pride, to pricke thee to prayer? Or what 
vertuc is there that needeth mony for the praiſe 
thereof ? Thou wilt ſay liberalitic:yea, but even this 
verme alſo, ſaith that father, hath ſhined more 


twomits were abettcralmes, then all the reſt ofth 
richer ſort, Sce then how thou ſlandereſt thy po- 
vertic, the miſtreſſe of fo many vertucs, Remember; 
S. Paula pooreTent-maker,and yet no lefle holy in| 
his /bop among his zers , then in his Zudy among his 
| Books and Parchments ; and by his cxamplclearne 
how thy ſhop may be vſed, cuen as an Oratory,or 
place of greateſt deuotion. Neuer tell methy han 
dy labours abſtrat thyMinde from heauenly medi 
tations, Pani a Tent-maker, working with his hand 
could yer ſay , our conner/ation ts in heauen. Neuer 


complaine ofthe pinches of pouerty, thatthcy lay 


cherthen.ddam in Paradiſe? Who eucr poorer then 
Tob onthe Dung-hill? yet in Paradiſe Saihan foyled' 
Adam; on the Daun-hill, 0b foyled Sathan. 

Well, ifche faulrbe onely in poucrty, and notin 


or poorelabouters be Dinizes ? Yea ſo much thera” | 


brighely by reaſon of pouerty: The poore widowes| 


/ 
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thee open to the Diucls temptation. Who cuer ri 


thine owne corruption, then giue theg a more = 
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rall portion of theſe outward things, and wee (hall 


ſawdeſt thy (elfe ; but how deceirfally, the milcrable 
experience of others may teach thee, who, of poore 
becoming rich, haue withall of nought become 
worſe. | 
[n the fife place , yee ſhall heare ſometransferring | 
the fault vpon the outward occaſions whereby they | 
were cntiſcd to ſinnez; not conſidering , that the 


let there wor be gluttony, 6 


outward obicts rthemſclucs are dumbe, and ſay 
nothing ,. and that itis oncly their owne corruption 
that entiſeth them : For they that haue made 4 conc- 
want with their eyes, as 10b did ,they can looke vpon 
he wine whenit ſprinklerh in theglaſſe, and not in- 
| #rdinately long to drinke : they can bchold faireand 
beautiful women, and yet not znterperately loft after 
them. They that haue put the kxi/e of mortificati- 
n to thery throats, can (irarta ralers table, ſwimming 
with all manner of dainties, and yet notexcced the 
bounds of ſobricty. VVhat? muſt the zable be accu- 
bo thinc own appetite: Thruſt (ſaith Salomon) thy 


knife,not into the table, bur into thine owne throat : 
o,muſt women be taken awty ? no, but thinc owne 
ye, that is , the corruption in thine eye, ſaith our 
Saviour : Thiscauſcth thee to offend, Chryſoſtome 
Having ſaid , the beautie of a woman # a great ſnare, 
prefently correfts Limſcife, nay rather, faith hee, 
not a womans beauty, but a mans {uſtine looke. Let vs 
not accuſethe things,but our ſelues ;, let vs not ſay, let 
there be no women, but let there be no adultery, and for. | 
nication ; neither let vs ſay, let there nos be abelly,but | 
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Six#ly. Many there arc that father their Sinnes 
| vpon the Diaell, It may be indecd the Diaell was 
| the father begerting, bat for all that, their owne 
naugbtie hearts might well enough bee the mothers 
conceining , and bringing them forth, And whar 
could that farher hauc jdone without 1h# mother } 
| The Divell cannot preuaile againſt vs, but by the 
helpe of our owne corruption : Hee might ſtrike 
| fire long enoughere there would bee any burning, 
| did not wee finde himrtinder. Therefore S. 1ames 
layes , Enery man when he s tempted, t enticed, and 
drawne away by his owne concwupiſcence:though yet the 
Diae{hauca hand, and that no ſmall one , in remp- 
ting of vs, yer becauſe hee doth onely allure vs , and 
lay baits for vs, but nor conſfrarpe vs; he hath only 
a per ſwading ſligbt,not an inforcing mig ht; he cannot 
make vs (innc againſt our wils, becauſe our owne 
concupiſcencecarrieth the chiefeſt firoke ; cherefore 
he ſo ſpeaketh: Every mans tempted, not by the Di. 
well, but by his owne concupiſcence : And theretore, 
howſocuer the ſame Sathan that tempted Danid to 
number the people, had his finger alſo , in all likeli- 
hood, in thatmatrerof Y7iah, yet Danid accuſeth 
not Sathay, but his owne corruption ; 7» /inne 1 was 
conceined, Bur let vs heare what S. _Adnfen faith to 
ſuch as thus excuſe themſelues; © If Sathan, ſaith he, 
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onely ſpake , and God held his peace , then mighteſt 
thou haue ſome matrer of excuſe : But now thine 
cares are ſet in the midſt , betwixt Gods admoniti- 
ons on the one ſide, and Satbans ſuggeſiionson 
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nam,quare bus 
fiefluntur,bince 


ceſſat Satanas 
[uadere maluw, | 


the other ſide , why doe they inclinethemſclues to 
theſe, and turne away fremthoſe ? Sathanceaſeth 


ſed nes cefſit”® + 
Deus admonere 
bhonume 


i Nonne arripit, 


We, iD 
| norto perſwade that which is cuillz but neither doth 
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God ceaſe to aduiſe vs that which is good. If by the 
perſwaſion of Sathan thou haſt done any evill, ler 
Sathan goe , accuſetby felfe; that thou maiſt by this 
acculing of thy ſclfe obraine Gods pardon. Deſireſt ' 
thou ro accuſc bim that can haue no pardon ? acculc | 
thy (cle, andrhou (halt forth- with be pardoned. 
Seauemibly. Others there are that flyevpintothe 
heauens, and there flye vpon the Srarres and confeel- 
lations. Such Auſten complained of, that, giving 
earcto the deceirs of the 4/iro/ogians, bought death 
ofthem withtheir mony, aearely, mcane time con- 
temning life, offered -chem by Chri#, freely. The 
vſuall plea of theſe men was, in their Adulterics, to 
accuſe Yerws; in their murthers, <Aars. Belike then 
( ſaith Auſten, very tweetly ſcoffingatthem ) Venus 
is the adnltereſſe, not thaw; Mars, the martherer, not 
thou : Bus take theu heede leaff thou thy ſelfe be daraned 
inſtead of Mars and Venus. If the Aſtrologian himſelfe 


— 
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men , will bee not diſcipline her,andcorrett her for it ? 
let ber then ſee if ſhee can tell him that Venws 1580 be 
beaten, and not ſhe ? | 

Eiehtly. Ochers yet, being more audacious, al- 


Goa himſclfe,to charge him withtheir ſinnes : Thus 
did Adam, when he (aid indefence of his owne ea- 
ting, 15e women thou ganeſt me, ſhe g ane mets, cloſely | 
raxing God himſelfe : as if he ſhould hane ſaid, vn- ! 
lefle thou had(t giuen mee this companion, T had | 
not emten. ©, Tames fremes to aimeatibeſe, when he 

faith; Let nomanwhen heittempred, ſay heis temped 


of | 
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of God, God, that hateth, forbiddeth, threatneri;, ou- 
niſherh ſinne;can he poſhibly tempt vnto ſinne? yea, 
but thou ſayeſt he decreed my (inne; for nothi 
comes to paſſe without his will : The ſecond cauſes 
mouenot, vnleſſe they bee moucd by the fir/f. 2 
anſwere. The firſt cauſeis not the cauſe of the exy9»r 
that is in the motionof the/ecexd, thoughir be the 
cauſe ofthe moriow + As inthe wheeles of a Clocke, 
the principall wheele,with it's motion,turnes about 
the lower, yet if there be any erruur in the motion of 
the lower, it isno cauſc at all thereof. Now, (inne is 
not properly any 910», but an erroxr in the motion 
of thy heart. Gods will being the firſt cauſe, is the 
cauſe of thy hearts motion, for in him we live, mone, 
«nd bane our being; butif there beeany ſinne, any 
errour inthe motion, thine owae will is the cauſe 
thereof. For all that God hath to doe about it, is bis 
voluntary permiſſion, whereby he withdrawing his 
grace from thee, leaueth thee to thy ſelfe , as nor 
being bound vnto thee. Hee doth nor vrge thee, or 
preſle thee vnto ſinne : Hee doth not infuſe, or in- 
till into thy mind any wicked motions, as doth S«- 
than : Hee onely ſetteth the bayt, orthener, and 
doth not reſtraine thy concupiſcence from carrying 
theetoit : for hee owes thee no ſuch ſeruice : bur 
hee doth not take poles as Sathan doth , and driue 
theeviolently into the net. And yet if Sathans temp- 
tations could not exeuſe Adam, how much leſle chen 
Gods deſertion, 

The {aft tranflation which now I will ſpeake of, is 
vpon our brethren, whomif, in any ſort, weecan 
draw into the ſocicty of the ſame ſinne with our 
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| 1hou net obeyed the voyce of the Lora? heſtill held him 
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ſelues, we thinke preſently our ſclues ſufficiently dil- 
charged. Now wee lay the fault vponour brethren 
dtucrs wayecs. 

1 Vpon their counſel, perſwaſion, or intreatie , 
ſpecially if importunate. Thus wee ſhall heare ma- 
ny ſay, ſuch a one hee perſwaded me, he gave meci]! 


counſaill, he importuned me, and would never giue 


| ouer till I had yeelded. This is rife in theeues 
| monthes, going to execution :4O if it had nor beene 
| for ſuch anone, I had neucr come tothis : I may 
| thanke him - Nay, thou maiſt thanke thine owne 


| naughty heart , ſofit a prey foreuill counſel]. Thus |, 


Adam, in the beginning, laid the fault vpon his 
W ie, and {hee vpon the Serpent - whereas indeed 
it was not ſo much the Serpents words, as her owne 
cares , fo greedily bibbing in the poylon of his 
words, which ſhce ſhould hauc blamed, Aaron allo 
was cunning in this kinde of tra»ſ{ation, when being 
challenged by eMoſes for his finne, in making the 
golden calfe,he put it offto the people: T how knoweſt 
this people is ſet vpom miſchieſe, and they ſaid vnio me, 
Make vi Gods : Thus Aaron thought he had ridde 
his hands of his ſinne; but the Scripture ſets it 
faſter on him, then that cuer ſuch ſhifts ſhould 
take it off Aaron made them naken, Here allo was 
Pilates deceit in waſhing his hands, thinking all 
the blame ſtucke in the Z7gb Pries, and the reſt of 
the 7ewes, thatſovrged him with their clamorous | 
importunitic. Sax/ likewiſe had this excuſe ready 
at his ingersends, The people hanefpared, &c. And 
when yet Sammelagaine vrged him ; Wherefore hai? 


| 
| 
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cloſe | 
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| cloſe to this defence, yea, faith he / bane obeyed , but 


wrung from him this hold, and made him ſay, 
1 hawe ſinned, 1 haut tranſgreſſed the commandement 
| of che Lord,becauſe 1 feared the people, and obeyed their 
Voyce. 

4 Vpon the commandement or 'example of our 
Saperiours, T has Children, if they bee commanded 
doing ofcuill by their Parents ; Serudnts, if by their 
| Maſters, Subiefs,if by their Magiſtrates, thinke them- 
ſclues ſufficiently excuſed : if there bee linneinthat 
| they haue done, they thinke the commander ſhall 
anſwereto God for ir. Thou wittall, would this bee| 
a good anſwere before an earthly Magiſtrate i 

q caſe of :reaſon,felony, yea, or a farrelefſe matter , t 
ſay, Sir, my Maſter commanded me? Or haſt thou 
here ſo much wit to ſaue thy ſelfe from the dan- 
ger of mans Law,as not to venture vpon thy ſuperi- 
ours commandements? and haft thou (o little 
wit, as tothinke Gods Lawesare lefle ſcuere then 
mans, thatthisanſwere, my Father, my Huſband, 
my Maſter , my Magiſtrate commanded mee, may 
ſeruetheturne before Gods Tribunall? dareſt thou 
not ſteale for all thy Maſters Commandement, for 
feare ofthe galowes ? and yet, becauſe of thy Ma- 
| ters commandement, wilt thou dare to prophane 
| the Sabbath, withoutall feare of He? thou thinkeſt 

| that the command of that authoritic which is ouer 
| thee, willleſſen thy ſinne; Nay , rather itwill ag- 


| grauate it : For if chou diddeſt linne of thy ſelfe,;} 


| without the command of man, then thou diddcit; 


_—— 


' amply reiet Gods commandement : Now _ 


| 
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the peopletooke , ex. till the ſecond reply of Samet | Verſe 10, 
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rity then of our Superiours commandement, or ex- 


reieeſt it with a farre greater drſgrace and drſparage. 
ment to God. For beſides reiefting the onely wiſe 
' God, thou- preferreſt before him baſe and fooliſh 
man : And ſo by this mcancs thy ſtnne is doubled. 
For firſt thou ſinneſt in negleting Gods word; and 
ſecondly, in regarding mans before ir, The autho- 


ample will liztle ſtead vs when God ſhall come to 
ſcanne our ſiane. The zpefile dehorting the Corin- 
thians from fornication, remembreth ehem of that 
fearefull iundgement that befell the 7/7ae4tes for this 
ſinne, three and twenty thouſand of them fell in one 
day. Now Moſes mentions foure and twenty thou- 
ſand, whereof one thouſand were the chicfe Priwces 
ofthe people, the other three and twenty were thoſe 
of the inferiour ſort, who fell into this ſinne, pro- 
uoked by the inſtigation and example of their 
Princes, What thinke we ſhould bee thereaſon thar 
the Apeitleſhould rather infiſt imthe ppeciat punuſh- 
mentof the people, then in the common and gene- 
rall puniſhment both of Princes and People toge- | 
ther? Some ofthe learned fay, that the _4poſtle 
would hereby teach the Corinthians the illineſle | 
and weakenefle of this excuſe ; whereby men vſeto 
defend thoſe fins whereuntothey were ſwayed by | 
the force of their Goucrnours authority and exam- 
ple : For though this threeand twenty thouſand of 
che people bad their Princes example, even a whole | 
thouſand of them going'before, and drawing them 

after, yer they weredrawne by them, as well into | 
the ſame puniſhment , the ſame deſtraRion, asthe ! 
ſame ſinne, | | 


| ___3 Vpon 


| 


T, he deceirfulneſſe of mans beart. 


3- Vpon pronecaitons of others, who iniuric , 
gricnc,and exaſperate vs, cither by word or dcede. 
As inchafing and ſwearing it is vſua}l : Why what 
ſhould one doc, when he is thus abuſed? ſuch dez- | 


ling as this would anger a very Saint : So ſaith the | 


quarrellous and contentious man; if it were rot 

for my ill ncighbours I ſhould live more quietly | 
and peaceably. True, if ir were not for one ill 
neighbour of thine, that is, an euill and naughty | 


— 


3. Prouocati- 
ons, 


heart , full of gall and bitrerneſſe. hence ſaith | [ames 4. £ 


Iames, notably meeting with this deceit, are {rijes | 
and contentions ? O, layes the deceirfull heart of the | 
wrangler, not from mec but from ſuch and ſuch | 
as prouoke me by their injuries. No, faith 1azves , | 
they are from the luſfts rhat ficht in your members. | 
Thou haſt a troubleſome heart, diſtempercd with 
many inordinate paſhons; and that is the cauſe 
of thy rage and fury : For many men haue recei- 
ued farre greater iniuries with farre lefle adoe. If 
the Sea ſhould aſcribe her raging to the Windes , 
it might caſily bee convinced, becauſe the ſame 
windes blow vpon the Riuers, and yet they atc 
quiet: The reaſon then is not in the windes, but the | 
vaſtnefſe that is in the (ca itſelfe , which thelittle | 
rigers wanting , are not diſquieted inlike manner | 
with the windes. Ifthy hearr were not fo vaſt and | 
reatasitis, it would bec nothing ſo turbulent nor | 
yſterous, though the windes raged farre more | 
fiercely then now they doe, Shake cleare water in | 
theglaſle, and iogge it as muchas you will, till it | 
retaineth irelearencſſc and puritic : but let ſych wa- 
ter whercin there is mudde at the bottome, bee = 
re 
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| thy anger vpon but Ged? Wouldeſt thou excuſe | 


lt 


red , and preſently it will foxculent, corrupt, and 
obſcure : Itis the mudde, and mire of thy corrupt 
affetions, that makes my heart ſo troubleſome , 
when it is ſtirred with iniuries. A heart free from 


| this mudde , would be free from diftemper, though 


neucr ſo much toſſed and ſhaken. Then againe, : 
what ſence is there in this, that becauſe men pro- 
uoke thee, therefore thou muſt prouoke God ? VV har 
if men anger thee, haſt thou no body to wreake 


thy Scruant, if, being angred and vexed by ſome 
of his fellow ſeruants, hee ſhouldeafſe bis tomacke 
vpon thy ſelfe? Andfurther, what reaſon is there 
inthis, that becauſe men hurt thee in thy body, 
goods, or name, thou muſt therefore wound thy 
ſelfe in thy ſoule and conſcience; whichthou doft, 
when, vpon occaſion of theſe injuries, thon boyleſt 
in choller, and ſwelleſt in malice againſt him that | 
wronged thee? What a folly were this, if, being 
hurtin the hand , we ſhould goc aboutto helpe our | 
ſclues, by daſhing out our braines againſt the | 
wals? Our brother hurtcth vs in our cſtate; This 
brings no iofle to our ſoule - But when our re- | 
uengefull afteRions are vp, they bring hurt to our | 
ſoule, euenthe guilt offanne, by tranſgreſſing Gods 
Coramandements. Neuerthen harpe ſo much vpon | 
this, he hath wronged me thus aud this; Foole , none 
wrongs thee but thy ſelfe: He hathtakenaway this and. 
that;Foole,thou takeſt the beſt things from thy ſe!fe. | 
Thou talkeſt ofthat which mantakerh from thee;bur | 
conſider withall what God bath giventhec, cuen in 
this his taking away : Man hath taken away ſome 
tem- 
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temporall commoditie;, God giucth thee an occaſion 
of increaſing thy ſpirituallcommodities, it ſhewing of 
true patience, humilitic , mcekenefle, and ſuch like 
graces. T his which God now gincth, 15 farre aboye | 
| that which man :akerh from thee: And yer, wile man 
that thou art , becauſeman takes from theethe /eſſe, | 
therefore thou thinkeſt thou maiſt rake from thy. | 
ſelfe the greater. It is grofſe deceit then to excuſeour | 
fins , manifeſt wrongs to God and our owneloules, | 
by thy wrongs that others doe vs. That blaſphemer 
inthe Law had this excuſe, that it was in heate, being 
prouoked by the contention of that other party ; 
Yet for all that God would haue him ſtoned to 
death : So Moſes tranſgreffing at the waters of Meri. 
bab, was occaſioned by the vntowardneſle and re. 
bellion of the 1/rae/zres - yet this could not excuſe 
him before God, but forall that he muſt bedebar. 
red from entring into Canaay. 

4. Vponthe diſcouragements ind hindraxces wee 
receiue from others, as it were rubbes to vs inthe 
way of godlineſſe : O ſay ſome, concerning the 
performance of good duties; if we might bee coun- 
tenanced by Authoritic, holpen by our Miniſters, 
ſet forward and heartened, by thoſe with whom , 
and of whom weliue, oh then how zealous would 
wee bee? but becauſe we haue ſo many pinches and 
pull backes this way , wee thinke our coldnefle and 
backwardnefle in religion, not ſo liable to cenſure. 
Thus many people impute their net profiting , to 
the Miniſter, and the manner of his teaching: And 


thriuethen? But as he in Sexeca hauing a thorne in 
his 
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if they had ſuch a Miniſter, oh how ſhould they | Pe 1ranguil, 
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T hedeceitfulneſſe of mans heart, 


| \ his foot complained of theroughneſl: of the way, 


that that was the cauſe of his limping z ſo theſe, ha- 
uiz2 thornes in their owne hearts, which make the 
word vafruitfull , complaine of the thornes in thair 
Miniſters tongues, and make this to be the cauſe of 
their ſo flow proceedings. Contrarily, many Mi- 
niſters, they blame their people , and thinke that if 
their hcarers would giue them ſuch incourage- 
ments, in regard of countenance , maintenance, 
deſire rolearne, &c. as ſomeorher people doe their 
Miniſters , they ſhould then performe the worke of 
che Lord more carcfully, and comfortably, then 
now they doe. Butghe truthis, the cauſe princi- 
pally is our owne corruption, which being nor 
reformed , no encouragements to Godlineſſe will 
much further vs, but being onceredreſled , no diſ- 
couragements can much hinder vs. Therefore, if a 
ood , and throughly mortified Chriſtian ſhould 
ive vndcr one of 7eroboams Prieſts or with bani- 
(hed Davidin a dry deſert , where there were no wa- 
ter, yer he would thriuc in the power ofgodlineſle; 
onthe other (ide, an vaſound Chriſtian , though hec 
lived vnder Chri/ts owne miniſtery, as did 1udas, yet 
hce would come to-nothing. So a good Prophet, as 
Moſes, leremie,and others, though yoked with neuer | 
ſo crooked a people , would yet thence take occa- 
ſion of pronoking rheir owne zeale. An euill one, 
though hee liued among the w/0/exr ones , that reke 
the kingd ome of beauenby force, would yer bce cold 
andcareleſſe. Let vs not then decciue our ſelues, to 
lay our owne faule ypon the want of meanes, and 
ſo indeed vpon God himſelfe : For that wee haue 
nor | 
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not thok mcanes wee ſomuch ſeemeto delire , and 
in the having whereof we promiſe our ſelues ſuch 
great matters of our ſelues - whence isit but from 
Gad, that hath denyed thoſe meanes vntovs ? O if 
we lived vnder ſuch a mans miniſtery , if we inioyed 
the daily company of ſuch and ſuch Chriſtians, how 
ſhould wee proſper th$? Why ? but God hath nat 
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j 
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| 


ſo diſpoſed that wee ſhould; If there were ſuch ne- * 
ceſſitie of, and cfhcacy in thoſe meanes as we thinks, | 
hee would not with-hold them: Thinke we notthat 
GOD is in ſtead of all meancs to his, 4bundantly 
fupplying them with the preſence of his ſpiriez who 
as he was a little ſanctuary to his people, when they 
were diſpcrſed among the Heathen, ſolikewiſe till 
to vs now a little Miniltery , 4 little . Colledge of 
Chriſtians, when his prouidence hath deprived vs 
of thefe mcanes? Butloe, an cuident conuition of 
ourdeccitfulnefle ofbeart : For when wee haue 
thoſe very felfe ſame helpes, by the want 
whereof wee excuſed our (elucs, yer our 
former dulncſſe anddeadaeſlc Riil 
ſticketh by vs, we arc the ſame 


men that before. And of 
the deceirfull excuſe 
of tranſlation fo 
much. 
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Cuae.XTIIIN. 


Of two other deceirfall excaſes of finne, and the w/e 
of the whole. 


He fift deceitfull excuſe is that of Caſiome:O 
fay ſome , when they are rebuked tor their 
ſwearing , idle and vaine farmes of ſpecch , 
and ſuch like ſins:T raely we meant no hart it is onely « 
cuſiome we hane got, and cannot now eaſily leaue. \V bat 
wretched madneſlc is this, that becauſe wee are 
cometo the very height of finne ( for whatelſeis 
cuſtome in finne )- wee ſhould therefore thinke our 
ſelues priviledged to ſinne; that cuſtomein ſinne, 


then which norhing increaſerh ſinne more, ſhould | 


be vſedas ancextenuation thereof? The 4poſtle Pe- 
ter, when he would diſſwade vs fromthe miſ-ſpen- 
ding of our timein ſin and vanity, thoughthe could 
vſe no better argument then this ; that heretofore it 
hath beene ovr cuſtome of along time lo to doe: 


- Hence forward (faith he) line ( as much time as remai. 


weth inthe fleſh) not after the luſts of men,but after the 


willof God. Why ? for , it « ſufficient for vs that wee | 
hane ſpent the time paſt of our life, after the lufds of the 


Gentiles, walking in wantonneſſe,cre. Loe,how he ag- 
grauates their former ſinnes, and ſo perſwades 


| them to deſiſt, becauſe they had ſolongaccuſtomed 


themſelues therero. Doſt thou then make a bot of 
thy Cuſtome ? Ob ſir,#t «but a cuſtome. VV hy, what 
canftthou ſay more againſt thy felfe? If thou hadſt 
ſworne but once in all thy life, it had bcene a ſinne 
heauy 


em, 
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heauy cnough to cruſh thee down into hell ; burnow 
when thou telleſt meit is thy daily cuſtomegthai thy 
rongue is traded in this wickeedncfle, how-now? haſt 
not thou mended the matter fairely ? for e then 
away with this ſo witleſſe, graceleſſe, and ſhame. 
leſſe an excuſe. Vould a theefe, or amurtherer, be-| 
| ingarraignedat the barre, be ſo imple asto alledge 
in their defence, thatirt hath beene their viſe and cu» 
tame of a long timeto play ach reakes? would not 
| the Iudge ſo much the ſooner ſend them to the gal- 
lowes? If the plea of cuſtome be ſo weake for the de- 
fence of theſe ſinnes before man, why then, as Chry- 
ſoſtome reaſons, ſhould ir yot bee as inſufficient for 
the maintenance of (wearing , before Gods Tribu- 
nall?Thoughit hath beene the Antiochians cuſtome 
' | ro waſh them. in bathes, yer the King forbidding 
them,they all left, for feare of his diſplcaſure. Wher- 
vpon Chryſoſiome convinced them of deceiifulnes in 
the vſc of chis excuſe, in pleading the 1yraxny of cu- 
tome : Zoe, ſaith hee, you may ſee that where feare ts, 
there our wonted cuſtame is left preſently © feare eaſily 
onermaſters cuſtome , though is h nener ſo ancient and 
peceſſary, It is not then our cuſtome,but our want of 
Gods feare , which is the cauſe of our ſwearing, The | 
ſame Father in another place, maketh mention of 
one,who bad got an#l-favour d fa/hion of nouing bis 
right ſhoulder when he went , - which yct bec corre« 
ted bylaying aſword onerit, infuch manner , thar 
it ſhould be in danger ofcutting, if ſoit moved. And 
ſoby feare ofinciſiop , be taught his {boulder ber: 
termannerzand motions : Doe thou who-preten- 
deſt the cuſtome of thy tongue in ſwearing, the ſame 
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| indgements z together with their ſloth and negli- 


| on of himſelfe ; I doe it notto diſcredit him,bur one- 


| ration of the creatures, fay, they Performe only ſer- | 


The deceitfulneſſeof” mans heart. 


to thy rongue" that he to his ſhov/der, andin ſicad of 
is word; vſetheſword of Gods word, and Gods 
lutymentthrentn apainſt this finne, and thou 
' (halr cafily ger ridde of this thy cuill cuſtome : for 
let men ſay what they will, ir is nothiog but their 
owne bad hearts, voyde of all feare. of Godand his 


gence in not ſtriuing againſt their euill cuſtomes,t 
makes them ſuch ſlayes vnto ther, 

The laft refuge is to helpe out the matter with 
ſome diſtinHonsand pretences of falle ends, orany 
ſuch like quirkes. Thisis the tale-bearers iuſtificati- 


ly in loue & good will : So the wearer of long haire, 
I doe it not tor pride, but onely to hide the deformi- 
tie of my cares, or to keepe my warme - Sothe 
good companions, as they caltthera,that conuerſe 
| familiarly with notorious wicked perſons ; we doe 
it onely for honeftrefreſhment, andeo winthemby 
kindnes, as Chriſt conncrſed with the Publicens, and 
ſinners. So thoſe CoHnrhians that were preſentat the 
Idols feaſts; VVedoe itnatin honour of the Idoll, 
but only rogratifie, our friends inathing indifferene, 
 theeating of meares. Thus the papiſts for their ado- 


—— 


vice, butnor worſhip, which is due ro God only The | 
man of vindiQive ſpirit can nw" beewixefor- | 
gining and forgetting, and tell you hee harhforginen | 
hisenemie,thouph he hath not forgorten- the wrong 

hee hath-done him. Bradford inone of his Epiſtles | 
makes mention of onetharexoufed/ſabſtriprionto | 
the Popiſh Articles, being qualified with«his mira. | 


tion | 
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The deceit fulneſſeof mans heart. 
| on, ſofarre forth as they were not againſt the word 
of God, being indeed all quite contraric thereto. 
And inthis manner he moued Bedford and others 
to ſubſcribe. Buta notable example for this deceit 
was thatofthe Iſraclites in their oath againſt the 
giuing oftheir daughters in marriage to the Benia- 
mites: For when the women of /abe(h Gilead did not 
ſuffice the Beniamites, and their oath hindred them 


| from giuing any oftheir owne daughters, they bad 


to him onely asa temporall Prince,and not as Pope, 
'But theſe menare notſo happy in their inucntions 


them take by force of their own virgins, that ſhould 
come forth todancein Shiloh. Why ? but was not 
this againſt their oath ? yes, but marke whata fine 
quirke they found out to elude theiroath, and ſo to 
þ cnn. the matter; namely , that they did not giue 
them their daughters , but the Beniamites tooke 
themaway.Not much valike arc thoſe {ſhifts to cou- 
ſen the good lawes and oaths againſt buying of pla- 
ces with money, asthe laying of wagers betorc hand 
with thoſe of whom they arc to bee had, that wee 
ſhall not haue ſuch or ſuch a place. Such alſo was 
the deceit of thoſe who hauing made truce with 
their aducrſaries for certaine dayes , did yet during 


daycs not nights. To this head alſo we may referre 
thatexcuſe of our Trauailers, who excuſe thcir kil- 
{ing of the Popes toe, becauſe they doe that honour 


to lauetheir conſciences, as was once one to ſaue 


ts eoeeews — —— 


thetruce make incurſion vpon them inthe nighe,& | 
then defended it, becauſetheir truce was onely for | 


his honour z who grudging the Perſian King that | 
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honour of falling downe before him , and yer not | 
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The deceitfulneſſe ofmane beart. 


knowing how toauoid it, purpoſely lctfall his ring 
when he came into the Kings preſence, and ſo excu- 
ſed the matterto himſelfe, as though hefell downe 
only totake vp his ring, & not to worſhip the King. 
And diuers ſuch like cranckes as theſe mightbe in- 
ſtanced in: The which indced are bur curtaines we 
draw bcfore our owneyes, to hide our finne;they are 
indeed as the Spiders web, cunningly wouen, and 
ſome light of wit may there appeare in them, bur 
withall they are as ſlight as the Spiders web ; they 
will not endure the breath and blaſt of themouth of 
God. Doc not then wilfully deceive thy ſelfe ; Bur 
thinke with thy ſelfe, will theſe diſtinRions , pre. 
tences, & qualifications ſatisfic my conſcience here- 
after in the day oftryall? And thus much for the 
hearts excuſing of our cuillaRions, as alſo for the 
iudgement of our hearts , concerning our ations. 

The vſe of all is tbis: 

1. To teach vsnot to beoner-forward in conſul. 
ting with fleſh and bloud , when any thing isto bee 
done. Who would vſe a crooked rule in drawing of 
lines? VVho would go to ſuch aLawyer,whoſe coun- 
ſell hee knew to bee meeredeceitand couſenage? If 
then our hearts vaasked, doe offer vs their counſell, 
let vs ſuſpe&it: let vs bec as icalous ouer our hearts 
as we would be ouer a knowne craftic decciver. 

2. Not to reft ſecure in; the iudgement of our 
owne hearts: Many blefle themſelues in their euill 
courſes, becauſe their ſeared and ſenſelefſe conſei- 
ences, their deceiucd and decciuing hearts doc not 
checkethem : The treacherous ſelling of /9/eph was 
ſwallowed downe by his brethren,and did not ww | 
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 Thedeceitfulneſſeof mans heart, | 


| ten Feares 
thy hcart ſhall be freed from theſedeceits,andChri/t 
| ſhall hane ſbarpnced thy dull eye-fight, tell me then 


ble them for nigh twenty yeares afterward, The rea- 
ſon was, the miſts of corrupt affeftions dazcled the 

eyes of their minde , and ſothcy could not behold 

their finne in the right forme: but when afflition 

had remoued theſe miſts of deceit from their eyes, 

then they beheld it in the right ſhape, moſt vgly, 

and monſtrous and werecon bandedwbh the hor- 

rourthereof. Had they any reaſon to approuc their 
fat allthat while, and to applaud themſelues in it, 
becauſe of this deceitfull peace ofa deceitſull heart? 
O ſayes one, I thanke God I find quict andpeacein 
mincowne heart , whatſocuer ſuch and ſuch indge 
of mefor my courſes; But what talkſt thou of peace? 
or what haſt thon to doc with peace (as /c/# ſaid to 
Tchoram) who haſt no other ground to build it vpon 
then the deceitfull i nt of thine owne blindec 
and bewitched heart? Thou lookeſt in troubled wa- 
ter, and ſceſt nodeformitic inthy face - But Ray till 
the water be ſctled andclecred , and then thou ſhalt 
ſce what a filthy miſhapen viſage thou haſt.Tcll me 
hence, orin the day of thy triall , when 


— .— 
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with the clay and ſpittle of ſome ſharpe aflition 


what pcace thou haſt. | 
3- Sinccour hearts, as we haue ſhewed,are ſo de- | 


ccitfull in excuſing and defending of our ſinnes, it ? 
muſt teach vs to labour for the ſpirit of /vgensiryfor | 
thar open and plaine heartof 7ob in confefſing of 
our finnes,that with him wee may be ableto ſay, 1f 
we haze bid our finnes, as did Adam,&c. Though our 
hcarts deceined vsat firſt, tomakevs ſinve , yer ict. 
N 2 vs 
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InPſal.13 9, 
Mercberis iu- 
minarl, 

Et quomods e* 
wales e duplict 
bus tenebris qui 
in ſmplicibus 
labo; ahas? 

In Pſalm. cO, 
Commiſſum eſt, 
non defendetur , 
in confeſuonem 
wveniat non d2 
fenfjonem, Ad- 
h;bes te deſenſ0- 
rem peccatitui? 
UVIACEONLS 

Dui es enitu vi 
tedefendas/ide- 
mens eſto ad <c- 
cuſandumte, 
oli dicere ,aut 
mbil fect gaut 
quid magnum 
feci , autſece- 
runt & aly ? 

$1 faciends pers 
catumnihil te 
dicis deliquiſſe, 
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T he deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


vsnot ſuffer them to decciue vsfurther,to make vs to 


defend our finne : This is to addedeceirto deccit. 
This is double deceitfulneſle, when fngle was too 
much.Excellently._1oſten: 1f thou haſt ſinned thow art 
in durkneſſe, but by confeſſing thy darkneſſe thoa ſhalt 
obtaine the il lamination of thy darkneſſe: but by defen- 
ding thy darkneſſe thou ſhalt be darkned in thy darnes: 
And how wilt thou eſcape out of double darkneſſe, who 
hadſo much to doe with ſingle? And againe, ©* Thou 
« haſt committeda finne;letit bee confefled,nort de- 
&« fended. If thou wilt take vpon thee the defence of 
«thy ſinne, thou wiltealily be ouercome, &c, For 
&*« who artthou to defend thy ſelfe? Be thou readie 
*« to accuſe thy ſelfe : ſay not, cither I haue done 
© nothing, orno ſuch great matter, ox nomorethen 
* others. If hauing ſinned, thou ſaift thou haſt done 
* nothing, thou ſhalt be nothing , thou ſhalt receiuc 
« nothing, Godis readie to giue thee pardon : thou 


| © ſtoppeſtit againſt thy ſelfe: He I ſay, is readie to 


© 9juc ity doe not thou lay the blocke ofthine owne 
« Jefence and juſtification againſt it - but open the 
© boſome of thy confeſhon and ſelfe condemnation 
«forit. 


nibil eris , nibilaccipies. Paratus eft Deus dare indulgentiam claudis contra te, 1lle paratus 
eft dare,n oli opponereobicem defenſuanis ſed aperi fnum conſeſſionts- 
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| +5bandrie, And hence is that deceitfulneſſe of riches, 


Fine deceits of the heart in perſwadine to ſinne. 


Itherto ofthefr/? deceit, whichis in #udg* 
ing :the ſecond tolloweth in perſweding, 
And that is either to the dog of that 
which is ew, or to the 0w:417:ne of thar 
which is good. 

In the fir? kinde there are diuers decezts, 

Theft is to colour grofle fins with milde termes, 
and ſoto preſcntit vnto vs, not init own proper co- 
 lours, but painted &guilded ouer with ſome ſhewes 
of vertue , that it might the more caſily winde and 
in{inuatcit ſelfe into ourafteRions. This is like their 
deccit that dyecourſe cloath in fine colours, Thus 
hantineſſe comes masked in the habit of wagnanimi- 
tie; curioſitie would beetaken for the deſire of know- 
ledge, ignorance (hrouds it felfe vnder the name of 
innocence, and riotouſnes (hadowes it ſclte vnder the 
title of /iberalitie,laith 4uſten.So likewiſe peſtilent 
hereſie hides it ſelfe vnder the name of profound | 
knowledge, and deepe learning , Rewcd. 2. 24. Pride 
goes vader the name of clcanlineſſe and neatneſle : 
Machiazeliſme and worldlineſſe,Pro.23.4.0f wiſdome 
and policic:impudencie of preſence of ſpirit,and /aw- 
full andacitie: raſhneſſe, of fortitude : timerouſneſſe, of 
cantelouſneſſe: baſe niggardlineſſe , of taſt parſimonie- 
drunkenne(ſe, of good-fellowſhip: conetouſneſſe of good 


2,In perſwa- 
ding, 


itTo doeecuill, 
Where ? 
[.Deceit,paine 
eing of ſinne = 
with vertues 
colours, 


Supcrb;a celfe 
tudinem imita- 
tr, curioGras 
affeftarewult 
fludiumſcicntie 
Ignorantiaqued, 
inuocentie n9- 
mineteitur. 
 Effufro liberali- 
tatis umbram 
obtend:r.Conf, 

l. 2,6,6. tia ns 
bis ſub virtu- 
tum n6mine be 
Yepunt.Temer- 
tazſub titals 
fortitudinislatet 
pro cauto tim 
Aits attifpiture 
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in the parable of the ſower, How are riches deces! | 
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full? The deceitis inthe couetous rich mans heart, 
that couers his vnſatiable coucting anddelire of ga- 
thering riches, with the gentle and honeſt name of 
thrift and frugalitic. Thus, wrong and iniuſtice de- 
ceiues often, vnder thecolour,and inthe appearance 
of mercic and compaſhon;as when wee relieue the 
needy with other folkes goods,or(to vie Auſtens ex. 
ample) when we fauour a poore man, having an ill 
cauſe, againſt a rich man hauing a good ? In like 
manner, giddineſſe carries a bluſh of Jealez and chol- 
ler and fury, ofvalour and manhood: Whence that 
ſpeech touching the fiery ſpirited man , he bath met- 
tlein him: Anditis mettle indeed, but digged out 
ofthe mine-pitsof hell , baſe and reprobate mettle, 
which neuer receiued the Image and Impreſſeof 
Gods Spirit. And yetas they that haueill cyes, will 
miſtake one man for another, ſpecially , when they 
ſomewhatreſemble one another , though otherwilc 
the difterence beeweene them bec paipablez and 
ſoſalute a ſtranger for a friend - ſo our pur-blinde_ 
hearts, deceiued with that ſhadow of reſcmblance, 
which Vice ſometimes carrieth of Vertue, doe 
oftentimes imbrace and receiue groſle vices, in 
ſtead of glorious vertues. For as the Prince of 
darkenefle, the Deuill, doth ſometimes #r ansforme 
himſelfe into an Angell of light, and become a 
white Deuill;, for, 1. Timothieg. 1.3. abſtinence 
from meats, andmarriage, ſauouring ( one would 


Denils: ſoalſo canthe works of darknes transfigure 
| themſclues into the workes of light. Not onely thoſe 


| works of light, whereunto theyſeemeto come ſome- 


| thinke) of great mortification , are yet dottrines of | 
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_ The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart, 


from which they are fartheſt diſtant: For ye/ow , or 
ſome ſuch middle colour to be taken for white, is no 
ſuch greatdeccit of the eyes; but that b/acke ſhould 
bee taken for white; this is a range deccit indeed: 
And yet this isthe deceit of our hearts, to ſhape out 
diuers vices vnto vs, like thoſe vertues to which 
they are moſt extremely contrary. For example,not 
onely baſe dezedtionof mind goes vnder the account 
of true humility , but cuen pridcir (elfe: as inthoſe 
that ſeeke prayle by diſabling and diſprayling them- 
ſclues;asin Diogenes treading vpon Platoes chaire, 
& ſaying,Plato,1 trample vpon thy pride ; who there- 
fore worthily had that anſwere returned him , Thou 
trampleſt on pride with greater pride. Thus wasit 
in thoſe Heretiques in Pauls time, ſo humble, that 
they would not preſume to come to God immedi- 
ately, they would notdareto worſhip him, bur the 
Angels; And yetoftheſe men, in whom humility 
mo ſogreata noyſe, the Apoſtle is not afraid to 
ſay,that they are puft vp in their fleſhlymind;lo,a proud 
humility: And ſuch is that of thePapiſts,in whipping 
themſelues; for in theſe things they ſwerue from the 
wiſdome of the Word, and follow their owne in- 
uventions. And what greater pride, then fora manto 
thinke himſelfe wiſer then God ? to leaue thedire- 
ion of his VVord, andto exalt his owne fancie a- 
bouc it? Thus Dauviddeſcribeththe proud manzT hou 
haſt deſtroyed the curſed proud : But who are thoſe? 


| The next words tell vs , that doe erre from thy Com- 


| mandements. And afterward in the ſame ?ſalme,ver/, 
85. The prondhane digged pits for mee : But whobe 
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T he deceit fulneſſe of mans heart. 


thoſeproud ones? Which comforme not themſelues to | 
thy law. Let there be never ſuch ſhewes of humilitic, 
if therein we prefer our owne wils to Gods, it is but 
Pride varniſhed with ſome colours of Humilitie. 
Peter, 20 doubt, thought himſelfe humble, when he 
would notlet Chriſt waſh his feet; Butthis was one- 
ly the deceitfulnefle of his owne heart: For indeed 
hee was proud in ſo doing; becaule, in refuſingto 
obey Chriſts commandement,he made himſelfe wi- 
ſer then Chriſt, Alikedeccitfull was the Baptiſts hu- 
militie in refuſing to walh Chriſt, that was Peters in 
' | refuſing to bee waſhed by him, Had wee not need 
now to haue our eyes in our heads , leſt otherwiſe 
our cunning hearts obtrude vice vpon vs, in ſtead of 
vertue? What more effcuall argument can they 
vic toallure our affeRions to the loue and liking of 
ſinne,then to ſetthis falſe gloſſevpon it? When the 
Strumpet would entice the younkerto commit fol- 
ly with her , ſhee doth notgiue herſinne the right 
name of filthineſle, which it deſerued, for that would 
haue driven him away, but ſhee hangs out the 7uy- 
buſh of a ſweet and lovely title, therewith inveigling | 
the youth: Come, let 15 take onr fill of lowt,and delight 
our ſclnes in daliance : Beaſtly whoredome is bur 
lone and daliance. Sothe luggard qualifies and mol- 
lifes his ſhamefull ſloath with the ſwecte nameof 
peace, and ſouls himſclfe aſlcepe in his ſinne. Berrer 
is a handfull with quietneſſe,(lo he tearmes his ſloth) 
then two bandfuls with labour and vexation. Thus our 
heatt;, bawds forthe filthy Strumpet Sin, teach her 
this tricke of deceitfulneſſe; to corre&her naturall 
deformitie with theſe artificiall paintings , that ſo | 
wei 
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The dectitfulneſſe of mans heart. ©. _ 
wee might bee caught the ſooner. Buras the heat of 
the Sunge,orof the fire, will cafily diſcouer the pain- 
ting of the harlot, by melting it away - ſo willthe 
heat of Gods Word, if wee bring this painted and 
trapped Strumpet thereto , plainly ſhew,, that her 
beauty came out of the box of a deceitfull heart. And | 
then when theſe daubings are waſhed of from this | 
Iezabel,that wee may ſec her in her owne hue, wee | 
did not ſo much louc her before, but as Ammon did | 
Thamar , wee ſhall twice}as much loath her after» | 
ward. $6 

2, Deceit, with which our hearts vſe to inſnare vs, | Fw prmng 
is to make a ſhew being very reaſonable, and ſhame» | branches. 


faced, in crauing but a little at our hands; bearing | 


vsin hand, that if this little be granted, they will / 
reſt contented therewith,and will demand no more, | 
Wherc in truth there is a double couſenage. 

7, That there are ſome ſinnes whichare but /::1e 
ones. This was part ofthe Phariſces /canen, calling | 
ſome Commandements of God but little Comman- 
dements, not much to be regarded.So now many ac- 
count faith and zroth to be but pertie oathes - Forni« x 
cation is iudged but a tricke of youth; Though yet S. 
Paul (to vic the words of that moſt reverend man 
of God)in ſtead of that cloake of naturall infirmitic 
and heat of youth, wherewith wee vie to couer this 
ſ1nne,puts vpon ita 6/owdy c/oake, bathed in the bloud 
of three and twentie thouſand , all ſmitten in one 
day for this ſo light a tricke. And S, Pawlelſc-where 
having dehorted from fornication and ſome other | 
ſinnes, which our deceitfull hearts viſe to cxtenuate, 
addeth this watch-word z Beewot deceined : Theſe 
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thoſe /itrlefinnes, which bring on vs the grear wrath 


yet in Gods account, no ſmall matters: For how ſe- 


thingsare morethen trickes, more then matters of 
ſport, orieſt: for, for theſethings comes the wrath of 
God wpon the chilirenof diſobedience, What now? are 


of ſo infinite a Maieſtic? And is it now bur atricketo 
gveto Hell? whether the weight-even of theſe little 
ſinnes, asit were ſmall ſands, will ſinke the ſhip of 
our ſoules, as well as our greater and grofler ſinnes, | 
as it were the heauics burthens ofthe Ship. Small 
leakes in Ships, and ſmall breaches in walls, bein 
negle&ed , lecſe both Ships and Cities, And fach 
Tradeſmen , as in their accounts regard not ſmall 
ſurmes, will quickly proue Banke-rupts. Difobe- 
dience, though in neuer ſo ſmall matters, asin cating 
ofan Apple, gathering a few ſtickes on the Sab- | 
bath , looking into, and touching ofthe Arke , is 


uerely hath hee puniſhed all theſe, then which yer 
what can wee imagine lighter ? But ir is not the 
ſmalneſſe of the thing , that leſſens cither our obe- 
dience or diſobedience. Thereis the ſame reaſon of 
roundneſſc in 2 ſmall ball, which is in a greater one: 
and ſo of obedience, or diſobedience, in ſmaller or 
greater matters, A little thing is littlez but faithful. | 
neſſe, and ſoalſo vnfairthfulneſle in a litele, is a great 

matter: For itis Gods Commandement that tics to | 
obediencein lcflerthings , as well as in greater 3 and | 
that is deſpiſed, as wellin the breach of the leſler,as 
of the greater, Let vs not then thinke that any ſinne | 
islittle;ſince the very leaſt are committed againſ? ſo | 
great a God, and bring vpon vs ſo greata danger: | 
More by far, in ſome repeRs, then doe thoſe which | 
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we count the greater. Forin the greater wee ſooner 
come to the ſight of them, and ſo to repentance for 
them:whereas in thelefler, we notdiſcerning them, | 
through this deceitfulneſlc of heart, to bee ſinnes ar 
all, goc on in them, without repentance; and ſo 
through irrepentancein the leller, lie open co that 
danger, which by repentance, wee happily eſcaped 
in the greater. 

2. Beſides this, there is alſo another deceit, that | 
if we will yeild to this lictle,wee ſhall no further bee 
importuned for any more, For how fſoeuer the be. 
ginnings of {in are very medeſt and maiden-like , and 
the ſluggard craues but 41itile ſeepe, but alittle ſlum- 
ber,as Auſten in his firſt conuertion : yetſinis ofan 
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From theſe 
liettle oncs ro 
bring vs to 
greater, 


Conſeſ.l.8 65, 
Non erat quad 
reſponderem nif 


incroaching nature, likethe riuers, ſmall atthe firſt [7,5,,,..,;. 


riſing, it ſpreads and inlarges it felte in going; as 
a gangrene , it creepes on by degrees, from one part 
to another, till in the end it haue conſumed the 
whole. So that grantit bur a /ittle, and this {ttle_ 
will quickly cometo agreat deale : Giue it but an 
inch, and it will take an e/.Let the Serpent but wind 
in his hcad, and he will draw his whole bodic after, 
When the Leuites Fatherin Law had drawnehim 
to ſtay till noone, he drew him on further to ſtay all 
night, yea,and till towards the cuen of the next day, 
Indges 19. 1the bad named the whole time ar firſt, 
and prayed him to haue ſtayed rwo dayecs longer, he 
had neuer obtained it - But at firſt , craving onely | 
balfea day, he comes at length to get two dayes.If 
our hearts ſhould demand all that they will bring vs 
to in the end, they would ncuecr bee heard : but 
through their deceitfull modeſty of asking but a - 
tle © 
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T he deceit fulneſſe of mans heart. q | 


tle, by degrees they quickly entice vs on to more. 
How truethis is,wil calily appeare,ifcither we look 
ro the matter of faith, or of manners: For the matter 
of faith, or doQrine, witnelle the Popi/h ſuperſtition, 
in moſt of her horrible hereſies, which were not ſo 
grofſe at the firſt, as now they arczbutafter that the 
ſceds and foundations ofthem were ſecretly layde 
in the ground inthe Primitiue Church , the degene- 
rating ages that ſucceded, added , one this piece, 
another that, till at thelength, in proceſſe of time, 
they cameto that monſtrous deformitie, which now 
wee ſec. The primacie of the Romane Biſhop at firſt, 
was onely in regard of order and henonr, not of the 
power and iariſaiitiow, whichafterward he obtained. 
Monaſticall life at firſt was only for ſafetie in time of 
perſecution;andthe Monaſteries of the ancient were 
not much diftcring from our Colledges. The vſe of 
I mages in Churches was firſt onely hiftoricall-after- 
wardches much being granted,the idolatrous heart 
of man nener gaue ouer, till the re/zgions vic obtai- 
ned.Such isthe danger of yeelding bur to the very 
leaſt occaſions and beginnings of errour and idola- 
try.Aletins hisimage came out of his priuate parlor 
into the common hall, then intothe ſtreet,next into 
the Church-yard, then tothe porch of the Church, 
after that robe on the wall, laſt ofall it gat vpon the 
Altar itſclfe, After 4baz had made bis wicked altar, 
and offered vponir, he brought itinto the Temple, 
firſt ſetring it by the brazen altar,but the he brought | 
itfurther into the houſe, and aduanced ir to higher 

place, and ſct it on the northſide of Gods Altar.Loe, | 


| how Idolatrie ſecretly , and by ſtealth , creepes in, | 


and 


| Yom" aeceirfulneſſe of mans haws. . | I89 


and gets roome of the truth, firlt, for one arme, then 
for another, then for the other parts , till at length 
the eruth ic ſelle bec wholly iuſtled out. Iferrour get 
but once into the Be//ey, ir will neuer leaue till it bee 


in the Chance/:if it may be ſuftred to bein the porch, | 


it will not bce long but you ſhall ſee it poſſetſed of | 
the Churchitlelte, and ietting itin the Palpir, VV hat | 
(hall we ſay then to thoſe reconcilers of vs and the | 
Romaniſts, that would have vs yecld in ſome things 


| of Idolatrie? as for Trauellers into Idolarrous pla- | 


vnto them ? Aſluredly,if once the ſluces beopened | .®!n*: 
the water mult needs runne a mayne ? If the gate | 7120 
be (ct open, the beſicging encmie will enter. What 22 precedere. 
{hall we ſay likewiſe to thoſe that thinke it noſuch | 
greatmatrer to yeeld vnto ſhewes and appearances | 


ces to ſhew ſome kinde of reverence tothe Hoſt , to 
kiſle che Popes toe; if yet theſe be ſhewes onely of 
Idolatry, certainly theſe are but ſhooing-hornes, to 
draw on further matters. Therefore the leaſt ſinnes 
in every Commandement are reproached with the 
name of the greateſt; as, the vnchaſte glance of the 
cye.,with adultery, and Paslicals the Corinthians (it- 
ting downeatthe Idolatrous Feaſt, though withour 
all intent of honouring the Idoll, by the odious 
name of 7do/atry: becauſe theſe leſſer and pettic mat- 
ters(as wee count them) make wzy , and paue a cau- 
ſey for the greater. Hence it was that 706 freed him- 
elk, noe onely from the groſicr Idolatry , burteuen 
from the lcaſt ſhew ofit , in outward faſhions z not 
onely from worſhipping the Sunne and Moone, 
but cuen from his hands kiffing of his mouth; a 
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hearts notably iuggle, therefore hee ſaith; 7f mine 
beart hath beene deceined in ſecret,or if mine band hath 
tiſſed my momth:Thereby ſhewing,that itis a part of 
' our hearts deceitfulneſſe rodraw vs on firſt to theſe 
matters of leflc account, that afterward wee might 
the more eaſily digeſt the greater. Ofthis Moſes ſce- 
meth to ſpcake, when he ſaith to 1/7 ae), Beware, leſ 
your —_— = —_— _ ” that 

nc before ſpoken of , 1het goimg becke, 
EG feruourand zeale in my 
truc ſcruice,at kogth,by degrees , yon ſbould worſbip 
ffrange Gods, andbew downe vniothem. Whercfore 
{ lernoman deceive himſclfe, ſaying: O thisis but a 
ſmall matter,why ſhould any ſtand ſo'much vpon 
this? Yea, but this ſmall marter is a ſtrong cart-rope 
ro pluckc greater after it. A little leaner leanenerb rhe 
whole lampe: A little ſparke often kindles agreat fire, 


| time cometo hane ſo large conſciences, and wide 
| throats, that they can ſwallow downegrofſcerrors, 


/ 2SIt were great at once. Hauing fallen to the 
| Deuils porrage,they will ſhortly car of his feſb, and | 
from caring of the bus kes of , they willcome | 
| arlengrh cocatc of the Grapes from | 
this ro thedrinking of i7ec it ſelfe. For whereas it is | 
oncly the commandement of the Lord that bindes - 
vsin the matters, hee rhat hath boldly be- ' 
| gunto ſhake of this yoke in the leficr, whar is there | 
that can bold him faft to the Lord inthegreater ? 
Chryſoſiome 15 very zralous in this point, writing | 

vpon ' 
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vpon cthoſewordsof Pal, concerning thoſe that vr- 
gcd the ceremonies of Moſes: But there are ſome that 
world owerthrow the Gofpell of Chriſt. Why bat , ſaith 
that Father , hey retarved the Goſpel, * onely they 
&« would hauc brought in alewiſh rite, or two: And 
« yetthe Apoſtle ſaycs, that hereby the Goſpell is 
« ſubuerted; to ſhew how buralittle thing , being 
© yntowardly mingled, mars all: For as in the Kings 
«coyne, hcethar clips off bur alittle of bis Image 
«ſtamped thereon, imbaſeth the whole piece : ſo if 
«any ſhall onerthrow but the leaſt parcell of the 
«truth, itis wholly corrupted , from theſe begin- 
© nings proceeding alwayes to worſe things: where 
« arethey now who: condemne vs as contentious, 
« becauſe of our diſagreement with Heretikes ? let 
*« them heare what Pas! ſaith, namely,that they did 
<« guerthrow the Goſpell , who brought in bur a lit- 
*tle innovation. So dangerous did this holy 
man hold ir, to yecld, though neuer ſo little, to er- 
rour , becauſe: of this deccit , whereby the whole 
truth is ſecretly vndermined : Wee wonld not giues 
place, ſaith Panl, by ſubiection one howre, to Moſaique 
Rites, vrged by thefalſe Apoſtles, that the truth of 
the Gofpell indangeredbelikeby thoſe Rites) might 
contiane. If we never fo little fppe ofthe cup of er- 
rour, we ſhalldrinke our full dravgbr, yea, wee ſhall 
goe on in carowſing till we be drunke therewith. If 
we begin neuer (@ little to nibble vpon theſe meats, 
_ ſhall gill our ſelves with them, and, catetill wee 
t. 
Neither isthis perſwaſion from the ſmalneſſe of 
the finne, deceittull onely in matter of dotrine, but 
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alſo of fe, and converſation. Witneſſe the many 
| experiences of Gods children, who, winking at ſmal- 
| ler {innes, hauc beene plunged into greater, and yer 
| | (fcunningly and cloſely in this deceit carried) they 
| | haue not eſpied the change: For that which our S4- 
Marke 4.25, | #iour ſpeaketh concerning the grouth of grace ,thar 
| | 27.28, | itisinſenſible, like to that of che Corne , where the 
ſecede ſprings and growes, firſt the blade, then the 
cares, then the full corne, the husbandman nos know- 
ing how, may as truly be ſaid concerning the grouth 
| of wickedneſle: After that the ſmaller leeds ofthis 
| vahappy cockle and darmell are once rectiucd into 
our bearts, they ſhooteforth,and till riſe higher and 
| higher, without our fecling or diſcerning , becauſe 
| cf thiscreeping, ſtcaling and deceitfull pace of fin, 
| whereby ſtep by ſtep , by littleand little, it afcen- 
deth vp in vs, till it be come to his fujlheight, Hence 
that admonition , Remember from whence thou art | 
| Apoc.2.4 | fallen, For we, becauſe wefall by degrees,our hearts 
J deceitfully getting ths lit1le,doe not ſo well perceiue 
how farre we are fallen, till we caſt backe our cyes to. 
thathigh bill where we ſtood before, andthen wee 
ſee how miſcrably we haue beene deceiued. 
| Flatter we not then our (clues inthis deceit. Say 
7 not of any of thy infirmitics, as Lo: of his T ſoar ,04 
J is not this a little one? May [ not be diſpe with 
for thislictle,{o I go no further? may I not giue mine 
eye libcrtic ro wander a little in. 'wantom glaunces? || © 
may I not looſe the reines to my tbngue.;ito-friske 
itoutalittle in ſome idlc and laſcivious ſpeeches ? 
may 71 not vnſhakle my fectc , and give thera leaue 
tocarry mee to ſuch and ſuch places? may I not my | 
a 
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all this, fo I do no more,ſo I breake notourt into the 
outward as of vacleancneſſe ? No more, O foole? 
How cant thou chuſe but doe more? Thinkeſt thou 
a dogge will runne away from thee, as longas thou 
caſteſt him bread ? or that flaxe will not conceiuec 
flame, when thou putteſt firethereto ? or thatthou 
canſtcarty burning coalesin thy boſome, and not 
be burnt? No,no. Ifonce thou haſt let looſethe reins 
of theſe madde horſes , thou maiſt not looke to ſtay 
them when thou wouldeſt. If once thou giueſt leaue 
to thy corrupt affetions tobeginne to play their 
parts, thou ſhalt hardly make them giae ouer. 
Though at firſt they bee but weake, yet afterward 
they raiſe vp their ſpirits, and get ſtrength in going. 
Eafteritis to keepthem out, then co thruſt them out, 
Heare not then thoſe cunning inſinuations of thy 
heart,oh but a /zt7/eidlencfle, but a zrtle wantonnes, 
a /iitle fooliſhnefle, and then we have done ; oh but 
this /z1tle ſtrerches it ſelfe farre. This ſomewhat goes a 
great way, and will not ſtay where wee would. The 
Prouerbe is falſc here, Hodicum won nocet : A little 
hurts not, Yes, alittle hurts a great deale. Littledins 
vſher great ones, and bring theminto the cloſers of 
our hearts. And here behold a notable peece of 
cunning fraud in theſecrafty hearts ofours. In per- 
{wading and innueagling vs to finne, they vrge hard 
| thatie is buta /3ttle they crauc : what? will you ſtick 
with vs for ſolittle? but when this little is once yecl- 
| ded them, then they tell vs , that hauing done ſo 
; much,it makes no great matter, if now wee goe alit- 
| tle further ; Wecannot bee much worſe , then wee 
| are. As when we haue miſpent ſome part ofthe day 
| O 
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ter impuden« 


+ tem eſſe, qui [e- 


mel, ce 


Oportet graubs 


in idlcneſſe, then it reaſons thus with vs. Now thou 
haſt loſtthis part of it, thou canſt doe no greatgood 
with the remainder :it werecuen beſt to be idle till, 
The like may bee ſaid inthe matter of lying, thee- 
ving, vacleannefſe : When wee haue but yeelded 
a little , then our hearts tell vs, we haue cracked our 


' credit with that we haue done already ;z wee are as 


good go forward now,as ſtand ſtill. Henceit is, that 
when men hauc once begunto finneinany kinde , 
they hane ſoluftily laſhed on : As 7acobin his lying 
to his Father 1ſaac , fiſt, 7 aw Eſav, &c.then being 
demanded how hee came to his veniſon ſo quick- 
ly,hegoeth further, moſt indigncly;abuſing the holy 
name of God himſelfe, The Lord. thy God brong ht it 
10 my hand. SoSaulin his fwearing andcurſing : firſt, 
Car ſed be the man that eateth food till wight + then, 4s 
the Lord lineth that ſaneth Iſrael; though it be Tona- 
than be ſhalt die. And againe, God tes, and more alſs 
vnleſſe thow die the death Tonathan. So Peter, from 
one denyall, ruſhes on to a ſecond, a third; and from 
a ſimpledenyall , to adenyall with execration. Oxer 
ſhooes, oner bootes, as we ſay.So like in this regard 
arethe waters of ſipneto thoſe in Ezekiel, For they 
come ſtealing on vs by | , and riſe from the 
ankles to the knees , and ſo higher and higher. Yet 
heerin vnlike , that they ſtay netatthechinne, as 
thoſe do, butgoe ouer head andeares , and drowne 
vs in perpetuall perdition. VVee muſt then carry a 
ſtrait hand over our hearts, and be as far fromprati- 
 fying them in theſe their /#1:les of finne , as wiſer 
Phy ſitians arc their paticnts , in their littles of mears 


= drinks hurtfoll. Foritfareth with vs in ſinniog , | 
as 
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though at firſt we purpoſed to cate little or nothing 
Andas we get aſtomacke, and prouoke our appe- 
tite, ſometimes by eating, ſo is our ficnefle for,and 
deſireafter ſinne increaſed by beginning to fin. For 
aseuery good worke increaſcth our holineſle, and ſo 
hability for obedience , according to that of S. Paul, 
Being made the ſeruants of God you bane your fruit in 
holineſſe : ſgeuery lin addeth ro our pollution, lea- 
uing behindita kind of taine in the (oule;z whereby 
itis the ceadier for further diſobedience. Whence | 
ir comes to pafſe, that hauing begun to ſay yes to 
ſinne, but,foralicele,we inde it ſo hard afterward to 
ſay it yay, in farre greater qatters, and hauing ſatil- 
fied the ſmaller requeſts ofſinne wee are made farre 
more caſie and inclincable vnto her greater de- 
mands, Hence that warning of the Apoſtle, Bee no: 
deceined : Enill words corrapt good manners, Y our de- 
ceirfull heart will beare you ia hand , thatir matters 
not ſo much for words,it is but a ſmall matter, what 
words or phraſes one vſes. But the truth is, cuill 
words as ſmall as you make ofthem, will bring on 
cuill deeds. Aonice, Auſtens mother (as himſelfe re- 
{ portsit) when ſhe was amaide, beganneto ſip a lit- 
tle wine , as ſhe pouredit forth for her parents : Bur 
| marke what followed vpon this ſipping. Daily ad. 
ding, ſaith .Loftes, vnto her firft little, new littles ; 
becauſc hee that maketh no bones of ſmall matters, 
by little and little will fall to greater, ſhee came to } 
chat paſſe, that ſhe could with great greedines draw 

|dry almoſt whole cups full of wine. Loc what comes 


las incating , whereone bit drawes downeanother,; : 
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of A lipins, related alſo by the ſame Father, is farre 
more remarkeable z who. being importuned by his 
companions to gotothoſe bloudy ſpeRacles of the 
gladfarory combats,at length with much adoe'hee 
yeelded, yet purpofing with himſelfe, ( and telling 
them ſo much) that hee would keepe his eyes ſhut 
and fo be abſent, even whilſt hee was preſent, oner- 
comming both his friends, by going with them, and 
alſo the Tiohrs to which he went with them, by bc- 
ing buta blinde beholder of them. But being come 


 thither, and vpon the fall of one of the fighters the 


people makipg a great outcry , hee could nolonger 
hold his eyes ſhut, butlonging toſce what the mat- 
ter was, opened them, fixed them vpon that barba- 
rous ſight, and fedde them with the crucll pleaſace 
thereof. So that now, ſaies Auſten , he yas not the ſame 
he that came thither,but one of that multitade to which 
he was come , 4 right companion of thoſe to whom hee 
came. Hebeheld and lookedon with the reſt, cryed ont 
with them, was inflamed with them, and carried thence 
that madneſſe, which wrought in bim aw itch of rerar- 
ning,not onely with them that bronght him thither, as 
4 companion,but before them,azacaptaine and ring-lea« 
der of many others, But among all examples there is 
none. to that of Sa/omons, The beginning of whoſe 
ouerthrow-was from this deceit. It had beena hard 
matter for ſo excellenta man atthe firſt daſh to haue 
beene broughtto thar height of defeQion; no. No 
man ſudaenly becomes natoriouſly wicked, ſpecial- 
ly bauing becnceminent]; vertuons before, but ſtep 
by ſtep,peecc and peecce, hecre alittle , and there a 


 lirtle. Loctherefore how Sa/owens deceitfull heart 
foyled | 
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| foyled him, firſt onely drawing him tothe more im. 


moderate vſc of plealures,in themſelues lawful, per- 
ſwading him yet chat ke ſhould till, rogether with 
the vſe ofthem,retaine his wiſdome, his picty,But in 
the event it proued otherwiſe, As the loue of plea- 
ſures went in, ſorke loue of godlineſle went out ; by 
degrees his zcale cooled, his forwardneſle laked. 
Tie xceſine vie &loue of lawiul pleaſures, brought 
hin firſt ro a defecFizeloue of Gods word, and from 
thence to the loue of valawtull pleaſures in woman'; 
2nd then bodily adultery brought him at length to 
ſpirituall, cucn to fearcfull idolatry, as-is obſcrued 
by Nehemiah, 


Our wiſedome then muſt betotake heed (as the |] 


Apoſtle admonitherth) of this deceitfulneſſe of ſinne , 
leſt webe hardned, and habituatcd in ſinne, For a 
habit and hardneſſein finne comes not at firſt, but 
by degrees, when by receiuing the ſeede of euill 
and entiling thoughts, wee come to conceiue, and 
then, as 1ames(heweth, luſt hauing conceiued, ſin 5s 
broue ht forth, & being brought forth is perfected , by 
daily practiſe , which bringeth c:ſfome, and cuſtome 
neceſſity : Sothar now wee ate miſerably inchralled 
to (1nne. Sith then wee cannot well bee rid of this 
pueſt, ifonceentertaincd , let vs be wary how wee 
enter into thelealt parly with him : ſince when wee 
ire onceentred bur a little into this countrey , wee 
know not well how togetouty itis beſt for vs not to 
come neere {o much as to the confines and borders 
thereof. It is notgood comming within the reaca 


of the Lyon, for feare of being caught, Neither is | 
it 890d to come neere the banks (ide, for feare of tal- | 
ling 
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ling Chryſoſtome tels vs that iris ſafe rule, not one- 
ly to avoid finne it ſelfe, but alſothings ſeeming in- 
different , that may toule and draw vs on to ſinne : 
And heinftances in laughter, and quipping ,and de- 
licious feaſting , from whence haue flowne many 
miſchicfes. Theſe indifferent things , at leaſt ſo ſee- 
ming, he accounts the edge of he hill, and bids vs 
take heed how wee vſethem. Andin truth though 
ſuch things may ſceme nothing, yerthere is much 
deceitand danger inthem : They are like Elia his 
cloud , which at firſt ſeemed very little, no bigger | 
then ones hand, yet by and by it ouer- ſpreads the 
wholeskie, and canſeth a daſhing ſhowre. Vhere- 
fore , as the Prophet in the firſt riſing of the cloud , 
bad the King hic him to his chariot, to auoyd the 
tempeſt,ſo muſt we, fore-ſceing the danger of a great 
rempeſt, euen in theſe ſo little clouds, flyc ro our 
ſhelter preſently. The ewes being forbidden to 
make couecnants with the Geytzles, they alſo abſtai- 
nedfrom drinking with them , becouſe that was a 
ceremony vſed in ſtriking of couenat;.s , and (o it 
might have drawnethem on thereto : At: Ene 39 
uving receiued a commandement from God , 9ely 
not to eare, ſayes ſhee muſt not touchthe fruit gfrhe 
tree of knowledge of good and euill; For touching 


- might have drawne on taſting : The like warineflc it 


we ſhall vſe, then may weeſcape this deceitfu!l ſnare 
of our falſe and fraudulent hearts. Otherwiſe,if we 
bee too too regargleſle of ſmaller matters, ofthe oc- 
caſions and preparatiues to linne, quickly ſhall wee 
be caughr, And asinthebody little pricks of a pin 


negleed , haue' bred rancklings in the fleſh, and 


ehence | 


—— 
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thence worle matters haue followed , euen death ir 
ſelfe atlaſt-ſo here in the ſoule, our connivence and 
ouer-fauourable indulgences to our ſmaller {innes, 
cannot bur inuite and call, yea, and with a magneti- | 
call kinde of attraRion forcibly draw vnto vs fur- 
ther and farre more dangerous miſchictes. 
Thethird deceitis, to tickle our affteRtions,and ſer 
our deſires a float, by preſenting vnco vs the meere 
and pure pleaſure of finne. For howſocuer the plea- 
ſure of finne bea painefull pleaſure, a ſoute-{iweet , 
| which hath much bitterneſle mixed ; yet our kearts 
p cunningly hide and concealethat. The fleth by ve-: 
; hemency of temptation raiſeth ſuch clouds, thatthe 
? 
y 


light of our vaderſtanding is taken awayzas in.Napid 
in his adultery,the fleſh did fo poſſceile him with the 
apprehenſion of the preſent pleaſurable delight of 
his ſinne, that hee could notrhinke of that ſhame , 
that griefe; thoſe wounds of conſcience, thoſe &r9» 
ken bones , thoſe ſharpe correRions that were totol- 
low. Thusthe Diuecll dealt with our Sauiour , hee 
{hewed him the world and all the glory thereof: bur 
there was alſo much griefe as well as glory in the 
world ; but hee would ſhew him none of thar. So 
there is farre more gall and bitterneſſe , then hony 
and ſiwcetneſſein ſin; yet our deceitfull hearts will 
| not let vs take any notice thereof: like the 1ſrael;tes, 
that could remember the fleſh-pors and onions, but 
not the brickes nor the bondage of Egypr. Thus wee 
deuide that of Salomon,Goeto,young manglet thy heart . 
cheere thee in the dayes of thy youth, &c. lupprefhing 
that which followes, But know that for allthis, God 
will bring thee to indgement. Thus the impure wan- 
| O 4 con ! 
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T he deceit fulneſſe of mans heart. | 
ron deceiucth himſclfe , who barkenceth to the ſweer / | 


voice of the flattering barlot, Sto/ne waters are ſweet , | 


land the bread of decent is pleaſant : But bee kwowes nat | 
faith Salomon, that the dead arethere, and that ter + 
gufNs are in the depth of hell, This deceit is much | 


like thar of boyes, hidinga pinne ina faire roſe,and 
ſo pricking thoſe that ſmell to it; or like that of 
tradefmen, that ſhew their chapmen the better part 
of thecloth, and hide the worle. But to deliuer our 
| ſelues from the danger of this deceit , we muſt, when 
'wearc thus tempted with the ſenſe of p eſent plea- 
ſure, caſt our eyes beyond ir, and looke behindit, to 
ſce the taile it hath of many ſorrowes and vexations. 
We muſt labour as wel to foreſee what is to come,as 
to fee whatis preſent. Doth the Diuell ſhew thee, as 
/once our Sauiour,a goodly fight of honor,glory,plea- 
ſure,profir, &c. in ſin ? That thou maiſt not be inuei- 
'gled therwith, thou muſt putdown his ſight with a- 
{nother ſight of ſhame, rterror,torment here & in hell, 
and other ſuch like attendants of{in, whichare to be 
ſcene inthe word. Think as well of the ſoure ſauce,as 
ofthe [weet meat; as well of /aels nayle to pierceour 
temple, as of her milk & lodging torelicuc our thirſt 
&wearines;as wel of Dalilahs ifÞcrs to cut our haire, 
as ofherlap tolull vs aſlecpe; as well of thepricking 
as ofthe pleaſantnes ofthe hawthornes. The Grecke 
Poet ſafes wittily, f the pain of the head-ach were before 
the pleſure of the wine none would be drnnk,If we could 
in our apprehenſton feel the pain of {ia before hand, 
wee would eſcape the ſnake thatlies hid vnder che 


pleaſant bait, This is Salomon aduiſe in the tempta- 


_tion_ 
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greenegraſſe, the hooke that lies coucced vnder the | 
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tion todrunkennes,cuen then when our teethare cr 
on water with the pleaſant colour of the wineſprin- 
kling & leaping in the glaſſe , to remember that 7 


trice. And (0 in temptation to vncleannes by the fair 
ſpeech and alluring beauty of themarlot, toremem- 
ber that ber latter end i bitter as wormwo0d, cs ſharper 
then any two edged ſword : For here truely hath place 
that ſpeech of Abnerto 70av, Knoweſt thounot 3t-aill 
be bitterneſſe inthe latter end ? Sinne may well bring 


waycscloſes with a bitter remorſe in the end, 

The 4. deceit is, when it perſwadeth vs to fin, vpon 
hope of Gods mercy for pardon. This is a very vſu- 
all & dangerous deceit, Like thar of the diuels to our 
Sauiour, Caft thy ſelfe downe headlone, for the Angel: 
ſhall beare thee vp: SooOur hartsto vs, caſt your ſelues, 
implunge your ſelues into this or that ſin, the mercy 
of God {hal helpe you out; Poyſon thy ſelfe,here is a 
counter-poylon; Breake thy head, hereis a plaiſter; 


that the mercy of God,the onelv inviter and prouo4 
ker of our obedience, through the ſophiſtry of theſe 
naughty hearts of ours, ſhould be madean al'urer & 
very bawd as it were toall filthineſle. There is mercy 
with thee,(airh theProphct, what?char thou mighteſl 
be deſpiſed, blaſphemed?no, rhar rhou mighte/? be fea- 
red. And the love of Chriſt conſtraines Pax! ro duty, 


mm . 


inthe end it wil bite like a ſerpent,and burt like acocka- | 


with it a flattering pleaſure in theentry , butit al- 


Surfetyhere isa Phy ſition. An intolerable thing it is, | 


Therefore ſee what noble decciuers our hearts are, | 
that can make that an enticer to ſin, which of it leltc | 
is the only powerfull and conſtraining perſwader to | 
godlinefſe: Butletthem take heed leaſt their hope ot | 
mercy | 
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mercy be norpreſumption. As a man paſſing oucr 
abridge, which his falſe ſpeRtacles make to ſeeme 
broader then indeed itis, being thereby decciued , 
g0cs beſides the bridge , and ſois drowned : ſo isit 


| withthoſe , whoſe deceitfull hearts make the bridge 


pf Gods mercy largerthen it is, they arein danger 
bf falling belide it, into the waters of cternall deſtru- 
Qion.For though Gods mercics be of the largeſt cx- 
tent , yctitis bounded with histruth. And therefore 
vſvally inthe Scriptures wee find theſe ewo coupled 
together , Gods mercy, and his ####h. Sothat Gods 
mercy may not bee ſuch, whereby his truth in any 
{hould be impeached , as it ſhould'ific bee proſtitu- 
ted it ſelfe indifferently and promiſcuouſly to all, 
as well the infolentand impenitent, as the poore, 
humble, and broken hearted ſinner ; For vato theſe 
latter onely is this matter of promiſe made : And if 
to the others the gate of mercy ſhould be ſer open , 
Gods mercies (as Sa/omos fayes of the wickeds,that 
they are cruell mercies) ſhould bee falſe and voivſt 
mercics : But God neueryerlearned ſo to be merci- 
full, as romake himſclfe falſe, and vnfaithfull. 
Theffth deceitis, when ourhearts, the better to 
hearten vsto ſinnc, plcad the neceſhty of living in 
this world, and maintainizg our ſelues and our char- 
ges, O wee muſt needs ue, ſay ſome : And vnlefle 
we doe thus, and thus (fay , breake the Sabbath lie, 
{weare, defraud, &c.) wee cannot liue. Eſas vnder 
this pretence ſold away heauen : Hee was very hun- 
'gry,and knowing not how to relieue the neceflity of 


hunger otherwile then by accepting of 1acobs con- | 


ditions, accepted them : I muſt maintaine my ſelfe , 
faith 
nw 
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faith Zſaw; At this preſent I cannot without ſome 
food, food I ſec none but my brothers potrage; This 
I cannot haue, without I buy it withumy birth-righe: 


| And thus he deceined himſelfe. The like deceit wee 


ſhall ſee in Demerrizs the filuer-ſmith , who pleades 


| hard for Diane, and the worſhip of her Images, by 


this very argument : Sir5,ye know thar by this craft we 
hawe cur goods : If Diana goe downe, our living gocs 
downe with her. Thus would Satan haue beguiled 
Chriſt, when in his hunger he perſwaded himto re- 
lieue himſcife by curning ſtones into bread : And in 

deed togetour bread by "ran pan 
or any indirc& courſe, isa kinde of turning tones 
into bread: And what good will ſuch bread doe vs ? 
Bread made of (tones ſhall turne into ſtones, euen 
in the very eating, The bread of deceit, though ne- 
uer foplealſant yetin the month proues but grauell , 
faith Salomon,Pren. 20,17. And no marucll, It was 
made of grauelland ſtones; And fo returnes to his 
firſt ſubſtance. Another remedy againſt this deceit 
is to oppole a greater neceſhty of our foules liuing 
both here and hercafter with God. Whatdoſt thou 
tell mceof the necefhty of thy liningbere ? There 
is one onely neceflity , for which there is noexcule, 
and is, not to offend God, 0 nething i needfull, ſaith 
Chriſt , to prouide for thy ſoule againſt hereafter, 
whatſocuer become of this carrionly carkaſe of 
thine. This is the farre greater neceſſity of the two. 
Itis not then ſimply neceſſary for theetoliue here 
Or if it were, yet not to live by ſuch wicked meanes, 
which thine owne vnbelecuing heart ſuggeſteth, 
Man lines not by bread onely but by euery word that pro- 
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ceeds ont of the momth of God, And 1he muſt man lines 

enenthis his temporal! lite alſo, nor by theſe and 

heſe ſhifts , but by his Faith : Andihati: * is ner. | 
n the want of other things , according c0:5.Þt of cas} 
Prophet, Truſt inthe Lord, and doe g092; dil 5s 344 
land, and feedthy ſelfe by,or with, thy Faith , us T 6 
mellins reades it. And thus wee haue handled {ta : de- 
ceits which our hearts vſc in perlwading vs to ltane. 
There remaincs yet diuers others, which wee will 
ſpeake of in the Chaprer following. 


Cuare,. XVI. | 
Of nine more deceits in the ſame kinde. 


=22/P[crefore to proceed forward with theſe de- 
54 [> ccits, the next deceit is, A pretence that we 
oF. willdoſuch and ſuch things (evill & vngod- 
ly)only for 7r:a/s ſake,that by our ownexverience we 
may the berterlearne the vanity of (in. For example, 
ſome will goc purpoſely to ſee Maſle, to the end as 
they ſay , that they ſecing the foolilſhneſſe and fil- 
thineſſe thereof might learne to loath it the more. 
Thelike pretence is vſed tor ſeeing of plaies, that by 
ſeeing many filthy {ins (whichthe Apoſtles would 
not haue once ſo much asto bee named) repreſen- 
ted and ated on the ftage , wee (hall learne co 
hate thoſe vices the more, Bute G O D hath ap- 
pointed better ſchoole-miſtrefles for the hatred of 
{1nne, then the praQiſe of finne. Vhy ſhould wee 
leaue the meanes appointed by GOD to worke 
this hatred of fiane , and deuiſe other meanes of our 


| owne? Is this the beſt waytolearnecontinencie ,to 
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Loan 


exerciſe and trade our (clues in vncleanneſſe? Wa 
there cuer any that learned ſobricty by haunting 
Tauecrnes and Ale-houſes ? temperance out of the 
ſchoole of Epicuriſme?chaſtity in the ſtewes? I deny 
not but God, who drawecth light ou e of darkneſT, 
can heale the wound of the viper with the fleſh of 
| the viper,andcan makeſin,contrary tohis owne na- 
rure,to work our good, driving out one poyſon with 
another. What then? bec2uſe the learned Phyſitian 
can heale vs with poyſon, ſhall wetherefore be tam- 
pering with them our {clues ? So in ſtead of health 
we may quickly meet with death, No, Sa/omonhim- 
ſelfe was deceined in this poynt ; as bis Zecleſraſtes 
ſheweth : And his experience may teach vs, how 
dangerous itistotry the heat of the fire by putting 
in our finger. Hee gaue himſelte to a pleaſurable de- 
licious life only for tryall ſake, ro make proofe of it, 
what was in it: thatif he could not find happy tran- 
quillity of mind, hee might leauc it ſo much the 
more willingly. Butalas, how miſerably was hee 
hampered in the ſnares thereof? How was he by this 
meanes drawne on tothatfearcfull Apoſtacie in his 
old age ? (hall not his experience make vs wiſe? ſhall 
any man now thinke bee can now ſafely beare that 
burthen, which hath already broken Sampſons back? 
The ſezenth deceitis, when we ground our liber- 
ty which we take of ſinning,vpon thoſe good, cither 
races we hauc, or ations wedoe perſwading our 
clues that alittle dramme of ſome goodneſſe in vs 
will weigh downe many talents of wickednefſe. For 
as we cancouer inour brethren many vertnes vnder 
ſome one infirmity: ſo contrarily in our {clues (fo 
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cunning and craftie are our hearts) many,not ſleigh- 


ter infirmities onely , but enen grofler deformitics 
alſo vader ſome one,poore, petty, happily ſhow of 
vertue, rather then vertuc itſcelfe. Thus the civill 
manthinks his prophancneſle aud carcleſnes in re- 
ligion is ſufficiently couered vnder his vprightnes, 
andiuſt dealing in the things of this life. The gl6- 
zing ritc thinkes his zeale in outward profe(- 
ſing may beare him outin his vacharicable, vnrigh- 
ceous, and vnreaſonable dealing with men. As if 
Hired ſhould haue thought his hearing of 704n a (ut. 
ficient priuviledgeto him for bis inceſt, Thus nobly 
doe our hearts deceiue vs, making vs belecue that a 

cat heape of chafle can lie bid vader a little hand- 
baſe away che Ogey palpable darkerſl of App 
chaſe away the foggy of Egypt. 
Whereas the con is thetruth , that our lictle 
7 is rather obſcuredandecclipfed with our many 


nd greatcuils. As inthe le oftheſower , the 
horny ground is ſaidtobring forth no fruit. Zeke | 
$.14. and yet before, verſe ſeaucn , it was ſaid that 
the thornes ſprung vp with the ſecde, ſo that the 
ſceds did not periſh in the ground, but ſprou- 
ted foorth, and ycelded ſome fruirz and yet be- 
cauſe, as Marke laycs , the thornes grew vp , or aſ- 
cended as Mathew ([peaketh, namely, aboue the fruit, 
therefore the fruit of this ground is no fruit - it 
lies buried vnder the thornes, it is ouertopped , and 
pot by them, Loe now, the fruit doc's not co- 

er the :horwes, but the thorwes the froir. It is not ſaid 
there were no thornes, becauſe of ſotne hopefull be- 
ginningsof fruit, butcontrarily , no fruit becauſe - 
the 
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the chornesthriuing, and increaſing, Were it not 
abfurd co reaſon thus, what though there be _ 
| 


poiſonfull herbs in the por ? yer there are ſome good 

ones, and ſo the porridge may bee good, Nay, if a- 
many good hearbs , there were but one poy- | 
ſonfullinthe pot , a man might ſay truely. Dearh ir 
inthe pot , yea,thatthcre were nogood hearbinir ; | 
becauſe — of the one hath taken away all | 
| thegoodactic of the other. So in truth where there | 
is butany one {in nouriſhed and foſtered, all other | 
our graces are not onely 6/emiſhed, but aboliſhed, 
they are no graces. But moſt ofall isthis deceit dan- | 
gerous in the truechildren of God - when they ſhall | 
' therather preſume in ſome things to ſinne, becauſe | 
they arethe children of God, members of Chri/t , 
and ſo cannot bee ſeucred from him, and becauſe 
are beautified with ſo many excellent graces, 
which they thinke will cafily obtaine pardon for 
ſome ſmall defeRs. Thus were the ſeruants in the 
primitive Church decciued , when vpon occaſion of 
their calling they ſhooke of the yoke, and becauſe 
they were Gods ſonnes, would no longer bee mens 
flanes. And thus would the Divell haue decciued 
Chriſt, when he would baue had him preſumed vp- | 
on his priviledge of being the ſonne gf God, and 
thereupon haue caſt himſelfe downe from the pin- | 
| nacle of the Temple, X44. 4. 6. This deceit is (o 
much the more lamentable , in that theſe confidera- | 
tions ougherather to be bridles to reſtraine vs from 
ſinging , and ſpurtes to pricke vs onto further grace, | 
and ohedionce, For the more honour God hath | 
gwen vs, the-greater care (ſhould we hauc to main- 
raine 
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taine it, according to that of Paul : walke worthy of 


= 


that highcalling. Should ſuch a man as 1, faith Nebe- 
mie, got imo the Temple to line ? Againe, haftjthou 


' ſome graces, ſome good things in thee ? O then dif. 


grace them not with {inne, but make them as grace- 
full as thou canſt,by adding vntothem what is wan- 
ting, that ſo there may bee a ſweet proportion , and 


comely conueniencicin the ſpiritnall body of grace. 


Foras it were an abſard ſpeechto ſay , I haue all o- 
ther parts of my body ſeemely, and comely,legges, 


hands,cycs,lippes, cheekes; therefore it matters not 


for my deformed and miſhapen noſe ; no body can 
ſcethis blemiſh among ſo many ornaments; yes, 
they will ſecit, and mai ke it ſo muchthe rather, arid 


'the deformity ofthy noſe is made more conſpicu- 


ous bythe conformity of thy other members : ſo 
alſo alike abſurd is it to perſwade our ſelues, that 
becauſe of ſome ornaments inour ſoules, the many 
monſtrous enormities thereof will be winked at. Is 
any woman ſo fooliſh as to thinke becauſe her face 
is very faire, and beautifull,therefore ſhe may ſpecke 
and ſpot it here and there with mire and dirt ? or 
becauſe her clothes ſhine and gliſter , therefore ſhee 
may ſtaine them ? Whereas the fairer the face, and 


che garment, the greater is the diſgrace ofthe ſpot, | 


and ſtaine. So alſo, would any man beeſo ſence. 
lefle, asto thinkethus , becauſe I hauca ſare, 
good ſtockings, cloake, and band, t I may 
well cnough put on an old duſty ,worne, and torne 
har. No, this will diſgrace all the reſt of his fur- 
niture; and ie would bee nothing ſo great a ſore in 
the eyes of the beholders, ifhis doublet & hoſewere 


tattered 


| 


| 


SWAP 


| but his conſcience tels him, oppreſſion is ſinne, how 


|* cloth:£brRt (that.is., @ Chriſtian) when naked, | 
r P 
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tattered, his ſhooes muſty,hisockingsbroken,&c- | 


The eight deceit is, when wee. preſumerhe rather 
tolinne, 
afterward by ſome good deeds , as prayer , confe(- 
ſion,almes, &c. The couctous man ſees a prey, ſome 
rich booty, whereby he may benchithimſelfe much, 
in theiniuric and opprelſhion ofthis neighbour. Yea, 


then may he doc it? His deceitful! heart ſuggeſteth, 
that if atterward hee bee a little more bounrifull in 
giuing of almes, hee {hall make 8n aboundaat re- 
compence for his {inne , and fo bids him ſticke no 
longer atthe matter, In this one particular, {ſtern 
both pr h, and diſcouereth this deccit ve- 
ry notably. The extortioner, faith he, ſaich thus vnts 
me, 1amnot like the rich man in the Soſpell,l feaſt the 
poore, 1 ſend ſuſtenance to the priſoners, I cloath the na- 
ked,1 emtertaine the ſirangers, To whom hee anſwe- 
reth. Thou ibinkeſt thou givef, * Doe not take away, 
« andehou haſt ginen. He reioyceth to whom thou 
*« haſt giuen: but he weepeth from whom thor haſt 
taken away. Which of theſe two thinks ſt thou 
&« will God hcare? Thou fayſtro him xo whom thou 
* hal giucp, he thankful for.that thou haſt recciued: 
«but on the other (idethe other man faith, I mourne 
'« for thaz-thou haſt taken away. God, he ſayes to 
« thee, fool, I bad.thee giue, but not of other tolkes 
« aoods.Know thon foole, who of thy [pailes & ra- 
*«* pines ginelt almes,that when thou ſpoileſt a Chri-| 
« ftian , aud robbeft him, thou r | 
« ſelfe. Andifthey ſhall be ſent ro hell that, did not | 


( 


-auſe we thizke ro make amends for it 


© what. 
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"The decenfulmeſſe ofmans beart 


. ** what place ſhall they have in hell thar made him 


| ** naked when hee wasCloarhed? Here happily thou 
| {« wile ſay , thou ftrippeſt a Pagan, and cloatheſt a 


« Chriſtian :Euen heere will Chrift anſwere thee, 
&« oh ſpare to damnifiemee,; For when thou who art 
« a Chriſtiarrdoeft thusoppreſſe a Pagan, thou kee- 
« peſt him from becomming a Chriſtian. Ifthou 
© haſt then of thine owne,giue; ifnot, better for thee 
© topratific none,then to grate vpon any. So far 4«- 


ſtew, excellently ſhewing thegroſecnes of this deceit, 
that we may r0b Peter, if afterward we will pay Paul 


| therewith, This kinde of deceit ſeemeth to haue car- 
ried Sau/to that his diſobedience, in retaining the | 


fatteſt of the Amalekites flockes. He thought belike 
the Raine thereof would cafily be waſhed ont with 
the bloud of his ſacrifice , whereof hee ſpeakes fo 
mach afterward to Samuel, T he people tooke it to offer 
to the Lordthy God,in Gilgal. And ſothe whooriſh 
woman thinks the like water will purge away all the 


| filthineſle of hcr laſt: 7 Save peace offerings (faith the, | 


incouraging her ſelfe and her youth in their finnes) 
at home, and 1 hane payed my vowes. This ſeemes alſo 
to hauc bin the deceit of the enemas _ read 
that Luke 11. 41. Tee ginealmes (naracly © $ 
gotten by rapine & village) and then al will ye 
the blot of your vniuſtice'yon thinke is ſufficiently 
waſhed away. A horrible thing, 'roehinkerhat God 
will thus be corrupted , #nd made to winkar eur ſin: 
| No,He that on 19 the Lord of the goods of the poor, 
is a4 he that ſacrificeth 18 the Sonne before the Father, 
But hereisa double deceit. 1. That we can ſatis- 
fiefor our fins by any of our workes. 2. That there- 


| forc 
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"The deceitfulneſſeof mans heart, 


fore we may boldly finne. For firſt, ſay that thou 
couldeſt fatisfie God forthe wrong which thy ſinne 
doth to him , maiſt thou therefore lawfully offer 
wrongand violence to bim2 Wouldeſt thou thinke 
thy neighbour might lawfully Nicale from thee , if 
after he would make ſome reſtitution? or breakethy 
head, ifafter he would give thee a plaiſter? Bur then 
it is not ſo, thatany workes of obedience can fatisfic 
for thy former diſobedicnce, If thou wert bound 
to a man in two ſcuerall bonds for two ſeuerall 
debts, and hauing forfeired one, ſhouldſt afterward 
pay the other, wouldſt thou be o fooliſh as to thinke 
that by paying this latrer,thou hadfi ſufficiently dif. 
charged the former? If a ſeruant, hauing loytered all 
one wecke, ſhould painefully labour all the next, 
would his maſter yet endure him pleading the laſt 
weekes diligence , a$a ſuthciene recompence of the 
formers negligence? No , Forit was his ducty to 
labour both weekes: So the obedience thouperfor» 
meſt to God isa debt due to him ; thou canſt not 
pay one debt with another. Ifa Chapman, hauing 
gone long in the Marchants books,ſhould at length 
ay for that he tooke laft, had hetherefore ſariſhed 
orall that was taken before? And yet this is the fop- 
piſh deceit, not ofthe Papiſts onely, bur of many of 
our ſelues alſo(for naturally there is much of the po» 
piſhleauen in vs) tothinke that ifafter we haue fin- 
ned, we be fora while alittle more carefull then or- 
dinary, of prayer,confeſſion , reading, hearing and | 
ſuch like exerciſes, then all is well againe : Bur S- | 
lomon tells vs,that the ſacrifice of the wicked is abo- 


mination tothe Lord : And therefore the exerciſes | 
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oy ofgodlineſſe performed by ſuch as wallow in finne 


without repentance, cannot pacific his wrath, 
The ninth deceitis, when we perſwade our ſelues 


to the commitrting of ſomeſinne, vpon repent#nce, | 


either of rhe conſequence of fome great good, 
which otherwiſe cannot be had;or the preucntion 
of ſome greater euill, which otherwiſe cannot bee 
avoided. Hence that deceitfull rule , of two enills 
choofe the teſt. Lot was caught in this ſnare, when 
hee would baue redeemed the greater ſinne of the 
Sodomites againſt his gueſts, with the lefſe againſt 
 hisdaughters; when he would have prevemed Sud 
domie, by ;permithon of adukery. So Hered having 


 {worne to gratifie the requeſt of thatdancing Mi- 


nion, for the anoyding of the Sands, ruſhes vpon 
the Rocke; preucnting periayy 4 as beethought,, by 
»1u7ther. Bat thetruch is, 3 man is never fo incom- 
paſſed betwixt two euils, but he may finde an out- 
going without a third, Now. as <concerning-the 
hope of ſame good that may enſue ; hecre Lots 

ters were-caught, as well as their farhet in the 
former: For wheathey fell into that fouleabhomi. 
nation of inceſt , in all likehhood this was that 
which preuailed with them, a'hope they had that 
by this meanes, in their Fathers poſterity, the 


ancnd) ſhould bee vpheld, and preſerued : And 
was not here a goodly colour, to commend inceſt 
| vnto them , the preſeruation of the Church from 


to haucſpared J/acc,contrary to Gods commande- 


| ruinef Bur had 'not Abraham as good a colourfor 
| ment? even the ſame thatthey had, the preſcruati. 


Mt. 


| 


Church of God (otherwiſe in their opinion neerc | 


— 
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 — 


on, and ſaluation of all the Ele& , which hemighr 

feare would have beene buricd in ſascks aſhes, of | 
whom hc knew the Me/ab mult come. And indeed, | 
if Abraham had not had a ſound heart indeed, 
here had becae fir place for this deceit. The Leapers 
were thus deceiued, when, contraric to Chriſts 


Commmandemenr, they divulged che Miracle of | 


chcir healing : Their reaſon was to declare Chriſts 


glorie , and-their owne thanketulnefſe. Bat they: | 


(bould haus learned, that as when God commands 


things otherwiſe forbidden , then they are no | 


nnes; as in Abrahams caſe : lo when he forbiddeth 
chings otherwiſe commanded , then they are no 
parts of obedience, whartſocuer plauſible perſwa- 
lions wee may frame to our (clucs. Saw! alſo was 
thus deceived, when for the better ouerthrowing 
of che Philiſlimes, hee forbad the people to cate any 
thing cill the cuening. So Rebecca, whenfor gaining 
a bleffing, (hee taught her ſonne how tolie.'_4»nſt-1 
makes m<ntion of ſome that iuſtified the reading 
of the immodeſt, and laſciuious Vritings of the 
Heathen Poets vnto young boyes,by the good that 
comes of it , namely, the fining of the tongue, the 
poliſhing of the ſpeech. That which is good is 
precious indeed, and according to Salomwens rulc, 
weeareto buy it, but yernotcoour diſaduantage ; 
with the lolz onely of worſe things, not of better 
things then that wee buy. Wee muſt notbuy elo- 
quence, and good words ſodearcly, as withthe loſle 
of a good conſcience : we muſt not redeeme our little 
finger with theloſle of our eyes. For as excellently 
Auſten, Good words are n9! more eaſily learned by thoſe 
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The dectirfulneſſe of Mans heart. - 


filiby writings : but filthineſſe « more confidently pra- 
iſed by reaſon of theſe words. Wharlſocuer good it 


is we may tbinke to come vnto by inning , itisno- 
thing to that burt we doeto our owne ſoules in (in. 
ning, It were madnefle to loofe a thouſand pound, 
to gainea hundred : much moreto looſe it for no. 
thing, miſlingof that bopcd for hundred. So it is 
herein this deceit. In not {inning , when wee are 
tempted, thercis an vnſpeakable good: now when 


we finne vpon hope of ſomegreat good, firſt, wee 


looſe the good of abſtaining from finne,of keeping 
our (clues pure from thatdefilemenr. 

This wee wittingly looſe , Now that great good 
weethinketo winnebythis loſe, is incompariſon 


with this , but as a dramme toa talent. This were | 


bad enough one would thinke: Yet here is nor all, 
Far befides the lofſe wee purpoſely pur our ſelues 
vnto, wee loofe alſo that we hoped togaine by this 
loſſe, both the talentand the dramme to. As Favs, 
when by his wicked cxecration, and cruell prohi- 
bition of food ro the people,he thought to haue fur- 
thered the victorie againſt the Phil/tims, indeed, 
he hindred it, as /0nathen obſerncd : For if the peo- 
ple had not beene out of heart for want of food 
they might farre more valiantly have purſucdtheir 
adnerfaries, And fo itfareth with vs, as with the 
Doggein the Fable, that letting fall the fleſh that 
wasin his mouth, to catch at the ſhadow thereof, 
loft both that he had, and that he thovght co haue 
had, both ſabſtanceand ſhadowjroo. For indced, 
that good which wee procure by finning, is rather 
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doe cuill that good may come thereof, though the 


{inde in-procuring it hath altered the nature of ir; 
[f this were well thought of by ſome , they would 


(hifcs, and indireQ, and vahoneRteourles, for the | 
tariching of their ſtate , vpon pretence of doin 
good ro the Church , wheretg they fay they ſhall 
thus beenabled. I tell ſuch, that rhe go0d which 
chus they doc tothe Charch , in them is no good, 
but curned into {1nne. For as 1n 7eb itis faid, that | 
wee may not /ze for God, fo neither may wee op-. 
preſſe detraud,or doe any otherenill,cither for God 
orthe Church of God. He knowes how to prouide 
forthis Churchwithour chee. He will not be honou- | 
red withghe price ofa Dog and a Whore. He needs | 
notthy vertues, muciilefle thy finnes,either for his | 
owne glory, or his Churches. Never fcare, thatet- | 
ther of theſe willfall downe; though they ſeeme | 
never fomuchrothake,vnleferfiontatonee Y=ueh 
his band to ſaue rhe oor remerty prop of thy | 
ſinne. But againſt this deceit for exer remember 
that golden rule of the Apoſtle, Ve may nor ave enih, 
(nonoe rhe leaſt): 1hut0404* though pl 6 greateft 


thirig it ſelfe be good, yet rovs itis nor god! Our |; 


not ſo deceiue themſclues, as they doe,in vſing baſe ; 
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togoc on in our (innes , becauſe our. meaning is , if | 
wecimybeleeuevir hearts, to contirne alſo may 
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| yoake, this would not ſoca(ily bee granted. Bur 


now when they bearevsinhand, that (till wee ſhall 
continue Gadsſeruavts, notwithſtanding our ſer. 
uice performed to finne, wee quickly apprehend 
this, andthiake this will bee fine, if wee can both 
pleaſe God, and our owne naughtic hearts to. This 
was Selomens deceit in his firſt declination,when he 
began oucr-muchto hearken to the inchantments 
of pleaſures ; that for all his pleaſures, hee would 
Rill continue bis former cxerciſc of picty, But when 
once he had gone thus farre, to admit of ſuch com- 
panions with God , in the ſeruice of his heart,they 
could not long endure Gods partnerſhip , nor yer 
| Godtheirs, and ſo S«/emerat length gaue ouer the 

ſcruiceof God, and ſerucd Idols.«Neuer then let 
vsthinke that wee can ioyne together things ſolin- 
ſociable, godlinefle and wickedacſle. It is a hard 
matter to exerciſe two ſeucrall Trades, much more 
two ſuch contrarietrades , astheſetwo. Neuer ler 
vs beſo groſle,as.torhinke wee can reconcile things 
alcogetherirreconcileable, God and Sathan:yec can- 
not ſcrue two contrarie Maſters, Godand Mammon, 
God and Bacchus, God and Venue. The Mammoni#t 
| Aartereth himfelfe. in his worldlinefle, becanſe hee 


can ſuch a worthy Princeſſe as Grace, incure ſuch 


| rogues for her nealelleaeo lodge with ber in our 
© 


hearts, asarg Cougrouſ! 


Yeloptuouſnefſe,&c. 


buta pars irmuſt haue all. Loe then notablecrafe. 
| If you will ket fach andſuch gueſts in tahauciſome 


R | 


1 — 


o 
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purpoſeth Rillto continue his zeale and forward- / 
nefle in Religion. Bur this is impofhible. For bow | 


Ng,Grace muſt haue all,ornour, Jfany finne have - 


roome, 
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Grace ſhall enioy her roome ſtil], Burt when once 
they are got in, Grace is ſoannoyed, that ſheeis 
fainc todepart preſently. And fo all falls to their 
ſhare, 

Theelenenth Deceitis , when wee fleſh and con- 
firme our ſclues in our finnes , becauſe of ſome hu» 
mane Lawes which may ſeeme to fauour them. 
Though yer indeed, they onely toleraterhern, and 
not «4/ow them. Thus the common Vſurer decci- 
ueth himſelfe ; why , the Law allowes eight in the 
hundred: yea, but the Law onely ftints, and limits it 


for the preucnting of agreater miſchicfe. And this 
will not be cnoughto excule the Vſurerin the Coarr | 
of Conſcience, Thus the 1ewes decciued themſcluesin 
che matcer of their Po/igamy,in hauing many wines; 
and iatheir diuorces for euery trifle. They thought 
| Moſer lawhad allowed them 1n theſeilinnes. Vher- 
| as our Saviour ſhewerb,2foſes oncly gaue a tollerati- 
 on;becauſe of the hardneſle of cheir hearts.Soin the 
matter /of maintenance'for che Miniftcric, many, 
choughrich & able, yer refuſe rogiue any thing, be- * 
cauſe they have aotriroſethings; rhe riches whereof] 
thelaw requires for thispmrpoſe. Yet the law of God |! 
| isplain,Ler himthat tangbt make him that teacheth 
him pertaker of al kis goods, And agaimzin the Cities 
-which'the other Tribes mult giae the [:enites, God |; 
| | wonld hanethis proportions be keptzſuch Tribes 
as higd more Cities mcheir inheritance, ſhould part 
with more: fuch az had icflt with fewer. By:thee- | 


roome, they will not bee any vnquict neighbours : 


ro eight in the hundred,and fo farre giues way to it, | 


{ quiricofwhich propartion,choſerhararericherare: 
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bound to give moret9the Miniſteric, then the poo- 
rer. And yet;ifthis colourot humanc Law will ſerue 
the eurne; they may giue leiſe, For the poorer may 
hauc Tithes payable by the Law , when the richer 
kauc none, Bur Gods Law requires, that according 
ro our abjlitie , whether our eſtate bee ih marrcrs 
tickeable, or not, that matrers notwith God, we 
ſhould maintaine the Minifterie, 

T he twelfth Deceitis, whentherefore we flatter | 
our [clues inour finne,, andchinke wee may well e- 
noughdocir, as lovg as'wee k-epe a moderation in | 
ſinning, and doe notlath our' fo tarre as others doc. 
Thus many thinke they need not {tick to ride vpon 
che Sabbath , though for trifling, triuiall cauſes, ſo 
they ſtay an houre by the way to heare a Sermon, & 
doc not wholyſpenditin trauelling , as ſome doe. 
Thus many bearethemſclues out in'rheir hard and 
vniuſt dealing with the poore, becauſe they vie nor 
all that crucltic they mightandtharothers doc; be- 
caufe they onely clipoftrhic «ood ,and nor thieining | 
fleſh - it may be hes cake but halfe ther-fortcicute of 
a band ; it may be they reftorehalfe of the worch of 
che pledge,whenijt is forteited. So thecues chigke,if, 


him ſcape with bis bfe, which was in their hands, 
they arcſo farre from being ta be accuſed fatctheir 
fiealing; rhaprather they areto beecommended for 


_ ,actordingtothe Taxi: And lying withher, (p,, 
is  dcceiefullhearvmlehim. thinke heemighs zþe, f 


more* 


——_— _—__ Cl} 


- haifc rhe forfeicure, I aske of thee, whether the (nt 


T he deceit fulm ſje of Mans heart. 


— 


morcſaſely doc it. Butrthis deceit is not heard to be 
diſcoucred. Doth D awrd indeed make conſcience of 
Ceremonial, and yet nance of Moral puritie? Dath | 
the Thicfe make conſcience of leauing one twelues | 
pence inthe Traucllerspurſe , and none of taking | 
many hundreds our of it ? So in the remitting ot | 


reaſon thar makes thee giue one halfe , (ſhould not | 
prefic-thee to giue the other alſo, thou hauing n 
more right before God to keepe the one part then 
the other ? 

T he thirteenth Deceit is,in wreſting the Scripture 
ro make ic ſcrue our turne. And it once our deceit- 
full hearts can finde the leaſt colour for our fines 
chere,then runne weaway with it, and take libertie 
ro linne boldly. It {hall not bee amiſle to ſeethis in |} 
ſome particulars. 

"1 Forlibertie in ſtnning, prophane ones alleadge 
that of S«/o7707; Be not iuft oner-mush,50 aman may 
be too forward,and preciſe. And againe,be not wic- 
ked oner-much. So then a man may be wicked mo- 
deratcly. 

Avuſ. The former words are not to be vnderſtood 
of true rightcouſnefle, as though chere could be roo 
much there , bur a deviſed righteouſneſſe of our 
owne, without che Word of God. Suchas is that 
of the Papifts in whipping themſelues. Therefore 
Salomon addes in the ſame place: Neither be 100 wiſe. 
Make northy ſelfe wiſer then God,in preſcribing to 
thy ſelfe a ftriterrighteouſneſle, then his word im- 
poſerh vpon thee. Whar then ? isthis to cry downe 
the praQice of true piery,& mortification _— | 
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wreſtinz the 
Scripture to þf 
be for vse 
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dedin the word ? As for the latter words,of not be- 
ingtoo wicked , they doe notgiue vs leaue to bee 
wicked in any ſort, though neuerlo little, no more 
then the Apoltle, ſaying, /er — , dorh 
thereby give liberty to vs, that finne may berolera- 
ted, fo trraigne nut; orthen hee doth when hee 
| ayes , let not the 5 nnne_goe downe vpon year wrath, 
thereby giuc liberty to beeangry till the Sunne bee 
ſer. But as there the meaning is, thar if it be ſo,rthat 
weecannot wholly be free from raſh anger (which 
wcretobe wilhee) yet we ſhould not nouriſh it, bur 
labour with all ſpecd toquenchit : To alſo here,that 
if it bee ſo wee cannot altogether bee free from the 
caint of wickedneſle, yet that wee ſhould keepe our 
ſclues fromlaſhing out into the exceſſe thereof, as 
the common ſort doe, no further are the words to 
be ſtretched. 

2 Forcontinuing impenirently in their ſinsthey 
alleadge that of Sa/omon, The inft man falleth ſenen 
times 4 day, and riſeth againe.Which is to bee vnder- 
ſtood of his falling into 4ff{ic7107, and not into fine. 
Solikewiſe they vrge that of Ezekiel, dr whartimome 
ſoener a ſinner repents,&c. But they forgatthat of S. 
Anſten, Hewhich gineth pardon tothe repenter, doth 
n0t alwayes giue repentance to the ſinner. 

3. For mixt dancing of men and women, that of 
Salomon. There is atime ts dance. CAnſw. Selomon 
ſpeaks not of ſuch thingsas we ought co do,or may 
doc, by the commandement or permiſſion of God, but 
of ſuch things, as fall out, and come to paſle by the 
proutaence and decree of God. There s anappointed 


ume,namely,in Gods cternall decree, for every thing; 
__... namely, 


— 


——— 


— 
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ſing accident zfor otherwiſc there is no ſuch time, 


{o as weare $0 keepeand getit, 1p 

4. For vſury,that in the parable, by didſi rhon not 
par it forth to the exchangers, that 1 might haue mine 
owne with vantage? Anſm.Grant that this be ſpoken 
in alluſion zo the practiſe of common andcrucll 
vſurers, yet the Scripture doth no-more allow of the 
common trade of vſury by borrowing a {imilitude 


uiſh Reward; or oftheft, in ſaying, Chriſt ſhall come 
4 4 theefe inthe nigbt., or ofthe Heathen Olym- 
picke games, in comparing the praiſe of Chriſtia- 
nity, tothoſe races ; or of dancingin that paraboli. 


charmes andincantaions, in likcening the wicked to 
the deafe ddder , which heareth not the woyce of the 
inchanter. 

5. For fornication,that it is indifferent, the words 
ofthe counſll, 45.15. ioyning fornication, and 
conſortingit with things indifferent, viz, 619ud and 
things ſirangled. 

Anſw. Thereaſon of thatconiun&ion was thege- 
nerall account that thoſe times made of fornication, 
not the counſels owne opinion. 

6. For defiling, at the leaſt the outward man 
with idolatry. Naemans petition, God be merciful wn- 
10 me when 1 come into the houſe of Rimmon,with the 
Prophets anſwere,Goe i» peace. Anſw. The words in 
the originall, as ſome learned haue obſerued,may be 
read thus, Ged be wercifullwnio me , for 1haue gone 

into 


namely the falls our, cuery, eitherccoſle , or plea. 


ofthem, then of iniuſtice in the parable of the thec- | 


call fpecch, we bawe piped, and ye hane not danced; or of 


wherein we are bound tothrow away that we haue, 


| 
| 


Luke. 16,1 


| Math. 11.1 ”, 


2Kin. 5.18. 


interpreted. 


Mat, 25.27. 


1.Theſ.5. 2, | 
| 1.Cor. 9g. 24. 
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into the houſe of Rimmon, (0 that Naman now purpo- 
ſing wholy tocleaue to the true God, craucy par- 
don for that which he had done ; no /eaxe, for that 
* hewas todoe. The word is vſed in the ſame man- 
nerin theinſcription of twoPſalmes together: In the 
51. Pſalme. A Pſalmeof Dauid,after the Prophet N- 
than came ts him : For bee did notmake the Plalme, 
till afrer he bad beene with him. So in 52, P/alme, 
A Pſalme of Dauid, after that Doeg came , and ſhewed 
Saul, cc. And Pſalme.s 4. After hoziphims came. 

7. Fora lawleſſe liberty todeale with our owne 
things as wee liſt, that inthe Parable , May 7 not doe 
with mine owne «« I liſt? Anſw. Itis Gods ſpeech, 
and his peculiar priviledge, notthine , who haſt no- 
thing ſimply thine owne. 

8s, For tewporizing and framing of our ſelues to 
all compa nics,that of theApoſtle,Y#191he lewes 1 be- 
came 4s 4 Tew, cc. Anſ.The Apoſtle became as a Iew 
to the Iews,andas a Gentile to the Gentiles, notin 
conforming himſelfe to any of their impicties, for 
hee neuer ſacrificed to the Gentile Gods, to make 
himſelfe as one without the Law,to them that were 
withoutthe Law; bur, 1. in the vſc of things indiffe- 
rent, 2+ in a mercifull compaſhon towards them, 
- | eenderly earning in his bowels ouer their ſoules; not 
ina crafty counterfciting oftheir faſhions : He be- 
- | commeth as a ſick man to the ſicke, not that fei- 
neth himſelfeto be ſicke of the ſame diſcaſe, but that 
| miniſtrechvnto him , and with a bemoning minde, 
thinketh what he would be glad others ſhould do to 
him being ſicke, and does the fame to his brother. 
Diners ſuch like wringings of Scripture might bee | 

inſtan- | 


i 


{ to elude ſuch arguments , whether from the Scrip- 


| not weare theirhaire ſo lo 


n 
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inſtancedin. Bur theſe arc enoughto giue vs a ſay 
of the deceitfu}neſle of our hearts in this kinde. 
The left deceit is, the inventing of inuaſions, how 


OC II 


ture, or from ſound reaſon, as make againſt our fin, 
To hew this in ſome particulars. 

1. When wee plucke and pinchthe long haire of 
rufans with that pregnant text, 77154 Ting for 4 
man ito weare long haire; Nature it felfe teacheth ir, 
Anſwere is made, that it is onely to be vnderſtood of 
ſuch haire that is as long as womens : Butas it is 
ſaid of the Phariſees, that their PhylaZeries were 
broad, but the expoſitions of the Law narrow ; fo it 
may be {aid of theſe men , their hazre is /ong , but 
their expoſition of this Scripture is ſhort , whiles 
they reſtrainethe word , which fignificth ro nouriſh 
che haireatlarge, onely to ſuch a kinde of nouriſh- 
ing as women vſe, that, let it grow downe to their 
fcere. Homer vſing the Apoſtles word, cals the Gre- 
cians, nourithers oftheir haire ; who yet Thopedid 
as women , thatthey 
werefaineto bindeit vp. Thus inſtead of clipping 
their haire, they clip the Scripture, 

2. The like {hiftis that which is vſed to decline 
the ſtroke of Der. 22. againſt fage-players where the 
man that putieth on womans apparel! is ſaid to be 
an abomination 19 the Lord: A fearefull thunder bolt; 
But loc athicket, which ſome of 44sws ſonnes have 
found to hide themafeiues frum this thundering voice 
of the Lord; and that is a corrupting gloſſe , which 
in iroffach. oncly , that weare womens ap- 


and daily, ſo'as women vieto doe. 
_ 


i 
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Odie reſtringa- 
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plare. 
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| amples, when the negligence of Paſtors is checked 


danger atall of finne can there be, in: never putting |, 
on of womens apparell, in wearing our hayrein'the | 
ordinary ſhortnes, in feeding the flocke in ournwae. : 
perſons. But the other matters arc. doubtfall & que: 


[bed, thou make this doube: O-what-if that were not 
che meaning ofthat 
ther by thy ſelfe,or by.chy ſubſticute? How if Chriſt 

mganatonely feeding by out ſclucs, inous ewnc per. | 


CC 


"  T hedeceinfalneſſeof many beart. 


, - | 
Yea, burthe. wordisto pur op, and it cannot be de. | 


nicd but players put it on wheathey a&t womens 
parts: And the ſame wordis vicd of Dawids putting 
on Sevls armour , who yet put it off againe pre- 
ſcatly. 

3» And laſtly, not to-exceedin mulcitude of ex- 


—_ 


. — 


whith that expreſſe commandement, feede the flotke; 
that is, ſaith the deceiefull heart, cither by thy ſelfe | 
or by another: And yet Chriſt biddeth Peer it hee | 


loue him, and as he loues him, to feede his {hcepe. | 


Lookethen how thou art to louc Chriſt, ſothou art 
to fceede his fheepe : If thou thinkeſt itenough to | 
loue Chriſt by a deputy , then maiſt thou allo (afcly : 


thinke it enough to feed his ſheepe by.a deputy. 


Iemight be ſhewedin many other things beſides, ' 
how full of ſubtill and ſophiſticall wit our hearts are : 
in coyning of diſtin&tions, and deuiſing ſhifts ro | 
reftraine barreds,asthey call them ; thatisthe cams | 
mandements ther make again them: But the,quc- 
ſtionis- whether theſe diſtinions will goe for cur« | 
rant, or no, before God, In theſecales it is beſtto | 
take that which is ſureſt, and freeſt from danger.No |: 


nionable.. Take heede therefore, leafon thy death- | 


place, feed the flocke,har is,ci- 


ſons ?' 
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ſmoke? Venter not then toleane vpon ſuch broken 
ftaues , which will ſurely faile thee in thy greateſt 
aced. 


Cnare. XVII. 


Seaen deceits of the heart in perſwading to 
| the omiſſion of good. 


E332 Auing ſpoken ofthe deccits of our hearts 
1 £2 þ in pcrſwading to the commiſſion of cuill, 
9 © it remayneth that wee procecd to their 
- deccits in perſwading to the ommi/ſion of 
that which is Good, And they are ſpecially ſeuecn. 
The firſt is, when, as beforethe foule and vgly 
face of linne was painted with the faire colours of 
vertue and holinefle:ſo here, contrarily, the beauti- 
full face of vertue is all ro bce ſlurred and ſmeared 
withthe blacke foot of thoſe vices, which ſcemeto 
| haueſome affinitie withit. Thus conſcience of ſin 
| istraduced as preciſe niceneſle and needleſle ſcru- 
| pulolitiez obedience to Gods Lawes is thought the 
| baſcſt bondage, Pal. 2. Juſt ſeucrity heares ill, vr- 
| der the name of mercileſſecruelty. Zeale is c<oſu- 
| redfor hypocriſie, ralhneſle, madneſle. Pacience for 
| tupiditic, and cowardize. Humility for baſcncile of 


| Q minde | 


(ons? How then? Who ſeeth not, thatwhen death | 
commeth, then all our quirkes of wit, whereby wee | 
ſoothed our ſelues in our linnes, vaniſh away as | 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
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| minde -: wiſedorm: for craft. And ſo arc many excel- 
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lent graces and workes diſcredited withvs, and wee 
brought out of loue , and liking with ther. 1udas 
diſgraced the iuſtand honorablcliberalitie of Mary, 


in breaking the box of ointment on our Sauiour, as 
roo profuſe & riotous a waſt. The [ewes taxed lohns + 
ſcuerer granity as diabolicall, and Chriſts gentler af: | 
[fability as Epicareall, and ſauouring of licentiouſnes. 
Abaz counted truſting on God to bee tempring of 
him. Andthe Papr/ts flaunder Marriage, as an vn- 
cleane and fleſhly worke. Hercin vertue fares much 
like her followers, who neuercouid bee frec from 
thoſe aſperſions,&imputations, which of all others 
they leaſt deſerued. But, asthe wicked , to bring 
the godly into hatred, haue alwayes raiſcd vp {laun. 
dcrous reports ofthem,that they are thus and thus, 
(as of the Chriſtians in the Primitiue Church, that 
they were enemies tothe Emperours , praQtiſers of 
vncleannefle in their meetings , &c.) when indeed 
they are nothing leſſce;ſo doe our hearts craftily miſ- 
informevs of vertue, andas oncethey of the Hugo- 
nrtes, tell vs terrible things of it , to bring vs quite 
out of conceit with it: 

Theſecondis, when ourhcarts would onely ob- 
tainethus much of vs , to remit but a little of our 
forwardneſſe and zeale , as in the ftri& obſeruation 
cf the Sabbath and other ſuch like duties. For by 


this meanes,as in committing offinne the deceit of 


| var hearts was, to bring vs from a /ittlero much: fo 


heere;from a littleto nothing ar all, that by little and 
little degenerating,at the length wee might bee quite 


| 


ſtript and emptied of all goodnefſe. A fearefull 
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example whereof the Church of Epheſus yeeldeths 
whote little abatement of the feruour of her firſt 
lone, made way to the remouall of her golden Can- 
dleſticke,and ſoto the bringing in of that fearefull ! 
and fatall darkneſle wherein herformer ſo glorious 
and ſhining a light was wholly extinguiſhed. Our 
wiſdome therefore in ſtanding out againſt our owne 
hearts, andthe Deuill , with whom they conſpire, 
muſt be liketo that of XMoſesin Nanding out againſt 
Pharaoh, not to yeeld ſo muck as a hoofe; It we doe, 
ourcaſe in the end wil be the ſame with them , that 
yeeld all at once, and atthe firſt daſh wholly fall a- 
way. It marters not greatly to Sathan,in the Spiri. 
tuall ſhipwracke, whether the Ship be ſuddenly caſt 
away by ſome violenttempeſt, or bee drowned by 
degrees , the watergetting in by lictle andlittle at 
ſomelittlehole.Lingring conſumptions bring death 
as well as the violentburning feaners. Hee that & 
careleſſe in his buſineſſe, ſaith Salomon, #« brother to 
thewaſter , and will ſurcly come to pouerty in the 
end. T his is true alſo ſpiritually. If once wee begin to 
flacke of our care and watchfulnefle, and beginne 
to grow cold and careleſle, and to carric our (clues 
remiſlely in Religion, we ſhal quickly come intothe 
ſame caſe with them that waſte and hauocke all con- 
ſcience at once. Since therefore thisis the Deuils 
craft, and our owne hearrs together, not to ſer vpon 
' our whole treaſure and ſtore at once , butherea 
' ſnatch, and there a ſnatch,till by little and little,they 
| haue exhauſted vs, like Nabuchaduezzar inthe ſpaile 
| ofthe Temple, firſt raking away one part of the fur- 
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| wardperformance of religious exerciſes , without a- 
, nyſenle ofthe quickning life and power of godlines 
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' faſt our owne, andnot to let goec the leaſt parce|] 
; thereof. For if once a breach bee made in vpon vs, 


; weakned thereby, and ſo lie open to further danger. 
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and bur ſome little taken away, wee cannot but bce 


How often,ſaith Auſten,** hauing at firſt but tolerated | 
« of thoſe which tell idletalcs, leſt we ſhould offend | 
« the weake, afterwards by littleand little kaue we | 
*come willingly to liſten vato them ? If once wee | 
become luke-warme, weeare ſo muchthe fitter to 
become colde, and then to freeze? It we ſuffer zeale 


—— 


inthem, and ar length we ſhall proceed on, from this 
dead ſenſeleſneſle, to open prophaneneſle, and con- 
tempt of all goodneſle. Withſtand then the firſt be- 
ginnings of declining. | 

The third is, when the pleaſure, comfort, and re- | 
ward of godlineflc is ſeuered from the toyle, trouble | 
and afflition that waites vpon it. As, contrary in | 
{inne,our harts cunninglyabſtrated the painefrom | 
the pleaſure, This deceit ſometimes preuailes with | 
the godly;as with Das#i4, when conſidering the pre- | 
ſent afflitions of the godly , he cries out, 7 have wa- | 
[hed mine hands in innocency in vaine. But more com- | 
monly with the men of this world, when they heare | 
that hard ſaying, 1 any man will liue codly , he muſt. 


ſoffer perſecntion,and if any man will be my diſciple, he 


mnſt forſake all, father,morher, lands,living,&life ir 
ſclfe. Bur here Chryſoftome gines vsan excellent rule, 
that when in any good things to bee done for Gods 
cauſe, there ſcemes to beloſle , we ſhould not onely | 
looke | 
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looketothelole, but tothe oaine alſo, incloſed in 


{ this loſſe, Art thou to giuealmes, anddoth theex- 
penſe of money trouble thee? Conſider alſo the re- 
turneand increaſe of that which thou expendeſt. 
Haſt thou loſt any thing inthy outward eſtate?Give 
thankes to God; andconlider not the gricfe which 
thy loſſe, but the ioy andcomfort which thy thank(:- 
giving affordeth thee, Artthou reuiled, aud repro» 
ched ? Beare it with agaod ſpirit, and thou haſt , 
more cauſe to glory in thy patrence, then togrieue in 
thy reproch. We {cethe Husbandman conſtders not 
the ſowing in teares, but his harueſt, bis reaping in 
ioy: The Fiſherman lookes nor to thecaſting in of 
the Net,but to the draught;nor the Merchant to his 
Sea-voyage, but to the returne of his merchandize: 
ſo muſt we,not ſo much looke to our loſles, croſles, 

aflitions,asie were the ſhowring and lowring ſced- 

rime, but to our reaping-time, our harueſt, the com- 
ming of our Sauiour,the blaſt of the trumpet, the ex- 
ceeding glory prepared for vs. With Moſes we muſt 
looke to the recompence of rewardzand the cternal! 
waight of the crowne, muſtwaigh downe with vs the 
light and momentany waight of the croſſe : And as 
in ſinne wee ſhould hauca fore, not ſecing onely, 
but feeling allo of the paines , when ſeeing onely 
tickling pleaſures preſents itſelfe - ſo in obedience 
of the pleaſure when nothing [hewes it ſelfe tothe 
outward eic, but paine& trouble. If thus we can do, 
and truly conioyne thoſe things which ourcunning 
hearts fraudulcnely ſunder,the crowne of thornes,and 
the crowne of glory,GolzathaandCaluary,co ſuffering, 


| & co-reigning with Chriſt; then ſhall we accountthe 
Wo 1 rebuke 
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Tebake of Chriſt a matter of incouragement \, yea ,a 
greater attraQiue vnto godlineſle, rhen all the trea- 
ſures of Egypt, For the lefſe our reward is heere 
with men, the greater may we aſſure our ſelnes (hall 
it bee hereafter with God, Forifa cruell man hauc 
{o much good nature, asto ſee the paines which 0- 
thers haue taken for him, to be recompenced:thinke 
we that the God of mercy can ſuffer them to goevn- 
rewarded of him, that hauec ſuffred ſo much for him ? 

Yea, but in preſent thou ſaiſt thou ſeeſt and feeleſt 
nothing but paines, puniſhments, troubles, and tri- 
bulations. Firſt, this is not ſo : Much comfort, and 
ſweerneſle of delight is there in the very aR of obe. 
dience,in regard of the peace andioy of conſcience; 
as contrarily much torture, and terrour in thevery 
a of (inning: for here, euen in laughing, the heart 
is ſorrowfull , asin the way of obedience, cucnin 
mourning the heart is light and chearcfull, In which 
regard, though there were no heauen, nor future 
reward of glory, yet the godly life, withall the trou- 
bles thereof, were to bee preferred before the finfull, 
with all iepleaſures ; onely becauſe of the ſweete 
quiet and contentment of an vnguiltie conſcience - 
wheras the wicked haue a tormentor within,a ſclfe- 
condemning conſcience ; The mud and mite of 
which raging Sea, troubleth and diſtempereth the 
pleaſures of ſinne, which yet, if vntroubled,ſhould 
laft but fora ſeaſon , Hauing a moſt miſerable ſuc- 
ceſſour to follow , endlefſe and remedileſſe ſor- 


row. So quicklyin finne doth the pleaſure !fade | Þ 


and vaniſh, leauing behind it perpetuali paine ; 
whereas in obedicnce , contrarily , the paine 4 
tran- 


— 
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| 
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tranſient, the pleaſure eternally permanent. 
Now that in obedience,firſt thon heareſt and fee- 
left of the worſt, and the better is reſerued for the 


time to come; this ought the rather to harten thee | 


thereunto; as being an argument that there is no 
deceit which heere thou needeſt to feare. For whete 


deceit is meanr,there the beſt things, that may tickle | 


and tempt vs areſhewed , the worftareconcealed 
till afterward: As for example, thoſe that ſteale a- 
way children, doe nottell chem of rods and ſtripes, 
bur of plummes, apples,cakes, babies, hobbic-hor- 
ſes,and ſuch like knacks, that vſe to pleaſe children; 
And then having thus caught them, the poore chil- 
dren aftcrward feele much woe and mileric: foin 
catching of birds and fiſhes, their daily food that 
they delight in, is ſhewed them, the ſnare,the hooke 
they fceleafterward: And thus doe our hearts,as we 
ſhewed,deceiue vs,in perſwading vs tofinne, by ob- 
icting to our ſenſes the pleaſurable delights therof, 
nor telling vs of the afterc/aps. But now in obedi- 
ence, the word of God firſt rcls vs of the grizfe,then 
of rhe g/orie; firſt of the {aboxr, then of thereward; 
firſt of the zeares, then of the wiping handkercher ; 


| firſt of the race, then of the garland; firſt of the fight, 


| 
| 
| 


| 


then of the kingdome.1s not thisplaine dealing,to let 
vs know the worſt before hand? Doth notGod here- 
in dealeas a Father with his childe? And will a Fa- 
ther coozenand circumuent his owne childe? No. 
And yet firſt,in his childhood, hetels him of the (c- 
uere Schoole.maſter , of the (windging rods, of the 
hard feruler, and of ſuch like terrible things - Aftcr- 
ward, when he comesto age, hee tels him of his in- 
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"TY 
— | hetitance,and paſſeth it ouer to him, Lo then whar | 


a ſtrange deceirthis is, for our hearts to make vs be. | 


| lecuc char tobe an argument of Gods deceiuing vs; | 


' which is ſo cleare an euidence of his faithfulneſle. If 
| now wee weretoid onely of pleaſures and delights, 
| wee might ſuſpect deccit, and fearethere would be | 


 ioyfull light of the day; Where ioy hath the begin- 


none inthe end - But now hearing nothing, but of 
the Crolle, of Gall and Wormewood, wee may the | 
more perſwaded!y afſore our ſclues, that the Wine | 
and Honey will come, and that beginning with the | 
dolctul darkneſle of the night, wee ſhall end in the 


ning, there feare of gricfe makes our ioy grieuous; 
— grieic, there hope of ioy makes our priefe 
ioyfull. 

The foarthis, from the remembrance ofthat good 
which we hauc already done: VWhereupon wetalſly 
inferre that wee may now fit downe, and reſt vs a 
while, as hauing done enough for our parts, This 
ſeemesto haue beene Jebues deceit : Hee thoughtir 
enough hee had deſtroyed 4bab his poſteritie, and | 
Idols: Hethought this a great marter;and therefore 
that the doing of this might well excuſc him, for the 
notdeſtroying of Jeroboams Calues : But Paul had 
done farremore,and yet forgatthat which was paſt, 
and tillprefled rowards the Mark ,notwithſtanding 
hee had ſo happily combatred with bis corruption, | 
that he could ſay, 7 am crucified tothe world,and the 
world 10 me, yet hee ſtill continued beating downe hs 
bodie: $0 Timothy though a rare man for mortifica- 


tion, yet continued fill in ehc vie of ſuch ſeuere | 
abſtinence, that Paa/ was faineto ſtay him,and bid | 


- i 


EDN him 
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him drinke nolonger water. But marke hecre the 
deceir of our hearts in turning the #r7e into a bri- 
dle: For there cannot be a more forcible inticement: 
to proceeding on ingrace, then from our owne be- F 
ginnings,and former pratice - All loſt ,if weegiue 
ouer before the race be fully.run out, Wherefore S. 
Paul perſwades Philemon to ſhew mercy to Orcſs- | 
mw , by reaſon of his former praRice of that grace 
towards others; for hauing ſaid, We haze great toy e+ | 
conſolation in thy loue: For by thee, brother the Samnts | 
bowels are refreſhed ; hee inferreth preſently this : 
wherefare 1 beſeech thee for my ſonme Oneſimuns : Re- | pj pq, 
| freſh thou his bowels, as thou haſt done others of | cxpoundee. 
| the Saints: Still hold out in the exerciſe ofthis grace, 
| that thou mayſt receiue a full reward, In like man- 
| ncrhe reaſoneth with the Corinthians, As yee have | 
* | aboundedin loue and knowledge , &c.ſo ſee yee abound | ci, —_ n 
” | inthis grace( of Liberaſity ) «//o. Wee contrarily, | 
| thinke our abundance in ſome graces may diſpenſe 
with our'defeRts in other. Bur asin the Parable y E 
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the loſt ſheepe, the ſhepheard Icaucth the ſheep 
| he hath,and ſceketh out that he wants;fo ſhould w 
| heere, in our thoughts, atleaſt, leaue thoſe graces 
| thou haſt; doe not ſo ſtand thinking of them, that 
| | thou ſhovldeſtnegle@ that which thou haſt nor. In 
the parts of our bodies, none ſo foolilh as to reaſon 
no matter for the want of minceye, becauſe 1 bauc 
eares, noſe, &c, No fſouldicr ſo ſenſelefle, as to ſay, 
no matter for a head-pcece , becauſe I have a brelt-\ 
plate: In the furniſhing of our houſes it one onely) 
ornament be wanting, wee doe not thinke the want 
made vp inthe reſt which we haue, but — | 
| eaar 
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hat wee ought ſo muchthe rather to prouide thar 
hich is wanting, becauſc of thoſe we haue. Inrun» 
ning of races, the people hallow and ſhout not to 
the hindermoRt, bur to the foremoſt; thar are necreft 
tht Goale: The like hartening ſhould wegiveto our 
ſclues, rhe neerer wee approach to the cnd of the 
Chriſtian race. 

The fifth is, fromcomparing our ſclaes with 0- 
thers thatare worſe,as the Phariſee compared him- 
ſclfe with the Publican: Hence wee gather, that as 
long as we haue others farre behinde vs, we need not 


— 


ſo beſtirre vs. This deceit is like that of the Drapers , 
that commenda Karley by layingit toa Rug. Well, 
in othcr things, we doe not fo deceiue our ſelues. A 
man of ſomecompetencic in his outward eftate, if 
he ſes a begger tharhath nothing, will not thereup= 
on conclude that he is rich enough,and needeſeeke 
for no more: No, but ifthere be but one richer man 
then himſclfe, he is an cye-ſore; As long as he ſees 
bim, hethinkes himſelfe poore. So therunner in a 

acc,haſtens his pace by looking to thoſe before, not 

ackens it by looking backeto thoſe behind : So 
ſhould we rather caſt our eyes vpon thoſe that are of 


greater eminency in gracethen ourlſelues,and then 
hang downeour heads,and coucrour faces in ſhame 
to ſee what nothing wee are, and then putto the ſpur | 
to this dull jade, our naughtie flelb, that wee may. 
make more haſt in our journey» | 

The ſixtis, when we abfſtaine from good, vnder 
pretence of auoiding ecuill 5 which anſweres to that | 
deccit in the former kind of doing euill for the pro-| 


curing of good. This is thedeceir of the Papiſts, in | 


nor | 


RO 


—_—. 


The deceitfulneſſe of mans beart, 


mon people, becauſe of the hurt that may come of it. 
Auſten makes mention of ſome, that negleRed the 
meanes of knowledge, becauſe knowledge puffeth wp; 
and ſo would be 72norant, that they might be hum- 
ble;& want knowledge,that they might want pride: 
 Sothe Philoſopher plucked out his eyes to auoide 
the danger of vncleannes. Burt we mult Iearne, neuer 
either to feare good, though it may ſecme neuer fo 
hurtfull,nor tocmbraceexi#, though neuer ſo profe- 
able. Hurtfull good is more profitable, then profi- 
table cuill. 
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Cnar, XVIII. 
Of another deceit inthe ſame kindle. 


3X Here remaineth yetone deceit more in this 

> kind, for which, icbeing ſomething more 
large, wee have reſcrued this Chapter. 
Andthartis the inuenting of falſe reaſons 
to dctaine our ſelues from performance of ductie : 
For enenin ſuch duecties , whereto wee haue bound 
our ſclues by vow, wee will yet goc about to ſlip 
thecollar, and to vntic the knot ; which Sa/omon 
intimatcth in that Prouerbe - 7t is a ſnare aftcy the 
vow to inquire, namely , colourable reaſon to clude 
our vow - Much more then will our deceitful! 
hearts doe thelike for thoſe duties, whereto we are 
tied by Gods Commandements : For if they have 
ſleights tolooſe a double knot, both of a comman- 
 dement and vow too; much more then a fingle 


knot 


not ſuffering the Scriptures to bee read of the com- 
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not ofa commandementalone. To cxemplifie this 
in ſome particulars; Many,when called to the Sup. 
per of the Lord, pretend their want of preparation 
and vnfitneſſe,by reaſcn they are not in charity with 
their brethren. A notable deceit! For why doe they 
not vpon the ſame grounds refule ro pray allo, be. 
cauſe loue and vnitie are as well required heere, as 
inthe Sacrament z yea, a fincere profeſhon of it, 
forgine vs, as we forgine,&e.\When,in the publique 
reformation of Religios, vnder Ezekiahthere was 
ſome backwardneſic in the Prieſts and Leuites, and 
they happily, with the ſluggard, were ready to hold 
the hand in the boſlome, andtocry, ALyonis in 
the way: T hisinnouation will be danfjefous ; wee 
darenot be ſeencin it : Ezekiab(as after him 4 mi- 
lizs Paulus, Conſul, when no body elſe durſt , him- 
ſclfe ranin witha hatcher into the Temple of Serap/s 
the demoliſhing whereof the Senate had decreed) 
began firſt himſelfe , and awaketh thoſe ſluggards 
with theſe words: 0 be not deceined my Sonnes God 
bath choſen you, &rc. As if he ſhould ſay, I know your 
hearts arc cunning and deccitfull m_ to ſug- 
geſt falſe reaſons, todiſcourage you, but harken nor 
vnto them : doe your dutie. So alſo in the mainte- 
nance of the Miniſteric becauſe, of the many vaine 
ſhifts which men haue for their baſe and illiberall 
dealing with vs, ſayings Weliueidly, and doe no- 
thing but ſpeake a few words,&c. Therefore S. Paal 
haning exhorted the Ga/athians to this dutie,to take 
away all their wittie excuſes, addes, Be not deceined, 
God is not mocked: Thereby ſhewing, that as in di- 
ucrs other things, the deceitfulneſſe of our hearts 
ſhewc 


| 
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| ſhewes itſelfe, ſo inthis,namely,the forging of idI® 
reaſons to latisfic & beare out themſclues inthe neg- 
let of duties commanded by the word of God. And 


people theirs,the due,namely,of ſpiricual inſpeQion 
and inſtruction. For here ſome pretend, that for a 
while they with-draw themſclues, that they might 


the better fitted for their charge. When yet 77mo- 
thy for the Churches behocte,torfooke Pauls com- 
pany, his deare Miſter, with whom if he had abode 
ſtill, negleting the Church, hee wanted notrhis 
pretence, that hee did ir to furniſh himſelfe with 
greater ſtore of knowledge. For Pan! might haue 
beenc in ſtead of many Vniuerlities to him. So in the 
matter of patience, this is an vſuall ſhift to excuſz 
the want of it: Oh,if I had deſerued it, I could hauc 
borne it: VVhereas Peter ſhewes, thatwe ought ſo 
| much the rather to bee patient, when the euill wee 

ſufteris vndeſerucd , becauſe then patience is moſt 
| prayſe-worthy, when it is moſt prouoked. And iniu- 
| ries doe more prouoke paticnce, then deſerts. Be- 
{ides that, in vadeſerued cuils, we hane the conſci- 
ence of our owne innocence, to comfort vs in that 
gricfe, which the ſmart of the cuill bringeth. All 
{ which comtortis wanting, when the euil is deſerved. 
And laſtly, in the dury of liberakitie , how witty and 
| craftic doe men {hew themſclues, in deuiling reaſons 
' to fauc their purſes? As that they haue charges of 
; their owne, they know not what need they may 


as the deceitis in the people, in denying the Mini- | 
| ſter his dues, ſo ailo in the Miniſter in denving the | 
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follow their ſtudies inthe Vniucrlicie, and {© bee | 
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| come to themſelues, and divers ſuch like, And hence 
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1, Shift , from 
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euill. 


Math, 3.10» 


Math. z5. 30. 
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itis, the Greeke word, which the Apoſtle ſetteth our | 
Liberality by, ſignificth Simplictie, in oppoſition | 
to that craftic and wittic wilineſſe that is in the Co- | 


- uetous,todefend themſelues from the dangeras they | 
 thinke of liberalitie. 


Burt to omit theſeparticular inſtances, which are | 
infinite z thereare fiue more generall and common 
(hitts, which men vie, to auoide the practice ofgod- 
lineſſe, 

10f thoſe whoſe religion and divinity is wholly 
nezatin::\Vho thinke it is enough they doe no hurt, 
and that it greatly matters not for doing good , fo | 
they doe no euill. But theſe muſt remember , that 
exery tree that bringeth not forth good fruit (for allit 
brings forth no bad) ſhall bee cut downe for the fire. 
Thatthe ſeruant,thatdoth not imploy,and increaſe | 
his talent(forall he returnes it ſafe and ſound to his 
Maſtcr)ſhall be bound hand and foot, andcaſt into 
vtter darkneſſe. That many who neuer plucked ei- 
ther meate from Chrifts month, or apparell from 
kis backe, nor with the wicked perſecutors impri- 
ſoned him, and madc him ſicke,ſball yet becondem- 
ned,forthat they gaue him no meate, being hungry, 
nor apparell, being naked, nor viſited bim,in his im- 
priſonment and {ickneſſe., That they themſelues | 
would not like of thelike excuſe in theiridle & neg-| 
ligent ſeruants, neither would they thinke it aſuſh- 
cient plea for them to ſay , wee haue not ſer your | 
houſe on fire, or plotted with theeues againſt you, | 
&c. Belides that theſe deceiue themſelues in think- 
ing they canabſtainefromevill,in doing no good. | 
Whereas in Chriſts account, nottogathcr , is-to 

ſcatter; 


——_—— 


yas The dec eitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


ſcatter; not to doe good, when we ought, is to doe 
hurt; notto ſaue line, when we may, is todeftroy ir. 
And therefore, being challenged by the Phariſees for 
curing a ſickeman on the Sabath, his defence was, 
Whether « it better to doe good or enill on the Sabaoth, 


ſer, a hater, and ſo amurtherer ofhim. 

Second /hift is of delayers, and procraſtinatours; 
who ſay thetimec is not yet come for them to bee {o 
graue, and godly, Hercafter they will repent , and 
reforme their wayes, Sofſaid the 7cwes for the buil. 
ding of the matcriall temple, The time is not yet core; 
and thelike doc many of vsfay , for the building of 
the ſpirituall cemple of Chriſt in our hearts, Deceit- 
fully wegas wellas they:for the reaſon of repentance 
isnotthe time tocome,bur the very inſtane wherein 
we liue.Behold riow the accepicd time: behold now 
the day of ſaluation. To day , whileſt itis called to 
day, harden not your hearts: For wee are certaine 
ofthis onely, and not of any more, becauſe our life 
isnotin our owne hands,butin Gods;whoina mo- 
ment can take it away.But ſay that,zs once Ezekiah, 
thou hadit a leaſe of thy life for ſome certaine ſpace 


| of yeares, yet ſtill the deceit ſhould be the ſame;for 


though thy life maycotinuclonger, yet how knowcR 
thou that Godscall alſo wil till continuc?or if that 
doe, whether he will giuc thee his grace to anſwere 
vnto it, who haſt alreadie ſo contewptuoully reie- 
Red it? Aſſure thy ſelfe,hee that wil not be fit for | 
God today, will belefle firto morrow. For herein 
ſpecially is the deceitfulneſſe of finne , to bee ſcene 


that | 


> <——_ 


| Marke 3.4. 
to ſame the life,or to kill? And ſoin Salomons account, | Pio 14,20,21. | 
iz chat heJpes not his brother in his need, is a deſpi- | 
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| char ſtillthe longer it continueth with vs,the greater | 
| ſtrength, and intereſt it getteth 1n vs, and ſfoasthe | 
Apoltle ſhewes, it hardens our hearts,and more dif- | 
- ables vs for good dutics then before. Know it then ' 
fora truth, that when the deceirfull heart thus pro- 
craſtinatesthe praQice of godlineſſe, and puts it oft | 
tothe time ro come, by that time thou wilt bee W 
rooted and ſcrled inthy finnes, through long cu- 
tome and continuance, that thou ſhalt ſcarce bee 
capable ſo much as ofthe motion ot the ſpirit vnto | 
repentance. Such a fore-skinne will bce growne 0- 
uer thine heart, ſo thicke and brawny, that hardly 
will the molt powerfull motions pierce through it. 
Doe wee not ſee how eaſily the crookedneſle of a 
young twig may bee corrected? Let it alone till ir 
bee growne a confirmed tree, it is inflexible, Alas, 
how many haue there beene', who deceiving them- 
ſclucs with an opinion of repenting hereafter , as 
thinking the preſent time when God called them 
vnſeaſonable;afrerward,ſeeing theirerror, and how 
they had let ſlip rhe ſeafon , haue howled with Eſaw, 


Hed,3,13, 


; and haue then cried our, theycould not repent, be- 
' cauſe the ſeaſon was now paſt, it was now too late? 
\Whata cunning trick ofthine isthis, Othou deccit- | 
ful bart! when thou {houldſt do gaod,to ſay, Itis too 
ſoone,thattime is nor yet come, hereafter I will doe, 
ir: And yet when this thy hereafter is come, then to 
ſay,now itis too late,the timeis paſt? Let vs not then 
be thus deluded , ſuftcring the time of grace to ouer- | 
pafle vs, to our deſtru&ion.Bchold thy ſpirituall e- | 
nemies are in areadinefle forthee, they hauc their ' 
naked ſwords drawne,and alreadicſtab thee, Andis # 
1 
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ienow atime tor thee to ralke ofdefcrring thy pre- 
paration for them?Ifchou come not outand harneſle 
thy ſelfe for the battle in all the haſte, thou wilt bee 
vtrerly ouerthrowne, before thy hereafter be come. 
Why ſhouldett thou deale with Chrilt like the Di- 
nels, who cryed againſt him comming todiſpoſleſſe 
thn,04y art 1h ou come to torment v3 before our time? 
For ſo many account the practiſe of godlineſle a 
corment. VVhy ſhouldeſt thou doe worle with God, 
then thou oughteſt ro doe with thy neighbour? Say 
not to thy neighbour , goe and come againe to morrew, 
and 1 will gine thee, if now thou hancit. [ cannot (ay 
indced, that when God today cals for thy repen. 
trance, thou haſt it of thy ſelfe then to giue it him: 
Yet this I may ſay,ſay not to God, Come againe to 
morrow and thou ſhalt haue my repentance; when 
to morrow thou ſhaltbe lefleableto giue it, then to 
day. O thatthou couldeſt be wiſe + the time 
of thy viſieation,& to apprehend the occaſions,and 
gracious opportunitics of thy good, while they are 
offered; to obſerue the time of the ſpirits mouing in 
thy heart, as once thoſe ficke men did ofthe Ange!'s 
mouing in the poole of Berheſda,and with like vio- 
lenceto take itfor thy ſou!es health, as they did that 
for their bodies. If with the Church in ctheCanticles, 
when Chriſt knocketh at the doore of thy hart,thou 
riſenot vp inallthe haſt tolet him in,he wil be gon; 
and with her, thou maiſt ſecke him long enough in 
great woe & griefe , as ance 1oſeph & Mary did bodi 
ly,cre thou artlike to finde him. Heare what Chriſt 
bimſelfe ſaith, Behold, I land at the doore and knecke, 
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| whileitlaſteth and whilesit is yet day ply our work, 


| falem, wecould know the things belonging to our 


| againe: O but the day ofthe Goſpell among vs hath 


thou liveft. VVhen thou art dead, what good will the 


| life may be a long day.For I am young and healthy; 
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| thee ? One of theſe two may eafily be , that ifthe 


not. Thou ſeeſt the Marriners and Vater-men, be. 
cauſc they haue not the winde & tide at command, 
take the benefit of it, whiles it ſerues. The good huſ- 
band inthe world, how greedily doth he apprehend 
the occaſion of a good penniwarth , and takes the 
aduantage of the market? O that wecould beas wile 
ſpiritually,and take our penniworth of the Goſp@, 


before the twelfth houre be gone, and that fearefull 
night ouertake vs, wherein none can worke.O that 
in this our day, as Chriſt with teares wiſhed for Teru- 


peace!” Let vs not deceiue our ſeluesin thinking, be. 
cauſe weare young, we haue therefore time enough 
before vs, we need not make ſuch haſt: Alas,it is but 
a day, a (hort day, all therime char we haue. Othar 
inthis thy day,ſaith Chriſt; And then. after it comes 
an etcrnall night. Other dayes, though they hauec 
their nights, yet thoſe nights end,and day comes a- 
aaine: But after this day be once gone, there neuer 
comes a new day,to worke the worke ofthe Lord in 


been&g,and fo ſtillis like to bea long day : Well, be 
it ſo ; But thentheday of thy life may bec ſhore e- 
nough, and then the other is thine no longer then 


Goſpel! doc thee then? Yea, butthen the day ofmy 
Well, grant thee that too, yet the day of the Goſ- 


pell, and the graceof God may bee out before the 
day of thy life: And then what good will thy life doe 


day | 
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day of theGoſpell,be long, the day of thy life ſhould 
be ſhort; or if the day of thy life be long, yet the day 
ofthe Goſpell ſhould bee ſhort. See then how dan- 
gerous and deccitfull delayes are. Seeke the Lord 
therefore, while he may be found, leſt otherwiſe thou 
be like thoſe that Chriſt ſpeakes of, who ſhall ſeeke to 
der, and ſhall not be able; and Salomon,that ſhall ſeeke 
the Lord early, and ſhall not finde him. Andall, be- 
cauſe they hated knowledge,and did net chooſe the feare 
of the Lord,they would none of my counſell;1called,and 
they refuſed, 1 ſtretched out my hand, and none would | 
regard. T he ſcaſon theh of ſeeking God is when he 
ſeekes vs, andinuites vs to come vnto him, when he 
calls and ſtretches our his hand, as he doth now in 
the miniſtery of the word : If now thou ſtoppeſt 
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thine care, through this deceit of anſwering hecre- 1 
after, thou art wondrous wide : As now bow art 
deafe, lo heereafter God will be dumbe. Heereafter 
there ſhall be nothing for thee toanſwere vnto , no 
Yoice of God to obey, ſauc that,Goe ye curſed, Gods 
ſpirit ſhall not alwayes ftrive withthee - Thou haſt 
refuſed the good counſell ofthe Lord , and reſiſted 
his ſpirit in the word; Thoa maiſt fit long enough | 
erethe like grace be offered thee againe - The time | 
may comethat thou maiſt deſire ro ſee one of the 
daics ofthe Goſpell, which nowthou ſceſt,and ſhale 
not ſeeit, when, as Chriſt ſaid of;himſelfe to the 
Tewes, thou mailt ſeeke the powerfull miniſtery,and | 
ſhalr nor find ir, becauſe thon wouldeſt not be found 
by it, when it ſought thee. 

3-Shiftis from extraordinary occaſions; as inthoſe 


inthe parable; who invited to the ſupper, excuſed 
2 them- 


Luke 13, 


Prou,1- 23.79, 


Verſ, 24; 


Ger.*, 


Luke 17, 22. 
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—— | chemſclues with thebuyingot farms, oxen , &c, But} 


- | Verſe. 26, 


ex>2ounded, 


Heb, 1243s 
cleercd. 


this is meere deceit: The true cauſe indeede , why 
they would nor come, was becauſe their farmes and 
oxcn had bought them. Their aff:fions had in- 
thralled and fold themſelues ro the World, And 
cherefore our Saniour, preſently afrer the Parable 
ended , addeth theſe words, He that hateth not hisYa- 
ther moth:r ,wife,children, yea and his ownelife,uch 
more his farme,his oxen, cannor bee my Diſciple. lr 
was notthen the farme,the oxen, bur the inordinate 
affetion ro thoſe things, that they loued them more 
then they did Chriſt, that detained them. This was 
thetrue impediment which Chriſt in theſe words 
roucheth, The things ofthis life are burdens indeed 
preſſing our ſoules downe , but not in themſelues; 
All the weightthey haue in this kinde, they receive 
it from our owne corruption. VVhich the Apoſtle 
(heweth, ioyning theſe ewo things together. Caſing 
away enery thing that preſſeth downe that is,the things 
of this life, and ſinne, that ſo eaſily incompaſſeth vs. [tis 
this latter that makes the former burdenſome to vs. 
Therefore they in ſtead of ſaying, 1 have bought 4 
farme, I have married a wife; (hould rather haue ſaid, 
| hawe ſould my ſelfe tothe inordinate lowe of my farme, 
and 1 haue married my ſelfets the fooliſh and carnall 
loue of my wife, «4 well as 10 my wife. Some caſes in- 
deed there arc,wherein that rule of our Sauiour hath 
| place; 1 will have merey 4nd not Sacrifice : Andthen 

the occaſion hindering the duty , is of greater con- 
[cquencethen the duty omitted: And the negleR 
ofthar occaſion would haue lefra deeper woundin 
our confciences then of the duty. As in Hany«h, 
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li the going to the. ſacrifice at $47/66, [hte bad 
neplefted ro ſhew mercy to her poore infantin gi- 
uing it ſucke. But herg many deceive themſclues, 
ro make cuery entertainment of afriend, eucry gol- 
lipping or marriage-dinner , or ſome {uch like occa- 
lion, to be a ſuffcientcauſe to iuſtle cut the ſeruice 
of God. And this was 444arthaes deceit , rebuked fe- 
ucrely by our Sauiour : Notwithſtanding the mee- 
ting of friendsin Zacharics hoaſc;the circumcition 
ofthechilde on the eight day was not negleRed, 
The Iſraclites were but in an vnſecled tumulituary 
eſtate inthe wilderneſlc, and yer for all thatzthey did 
nor poſt oft cheduty of thankſgiuing,til! chey were 
| peaccably poſlefled of Canaan: And forall their of 
cen remouecs inthe wilderneſle, and the vacertainty 


-———— 


Lord, for the negle& of circumciſion, 

Fourth /h;ft is that which is rife in the mouthes 
of the prophane, thar it is vaine and bootles ro rake 
any paines in godlines : For if they be ordained to 
deltruRtion, it will nothing aduantage them, they 
' thall Iooſeall their labour; if ro faluation, though 
| they live never ſo wickedly, it ſhall nothing preia- 
dice,or diſaduantage them; They muſt necds come: 
to their appointed end: But theſe muſt know that ir 
| is impofhible,cither for a reprobate to live godly, 
;oran ele alwaiesto liue lewdly and looſely: For 
' the ſame God that ordaines the end, ordaines the 
meanes. Thoſe whom he hath ordained to ſaluation, 


(hould walke therein. Why then wilt thou deceive 
thy (elfe in this cale,more then in the matters of this 
| R3 life ? 
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of them, yet they ſeeme to bee challenged by the |- 


hee hath alſo ordained ro good workes, that they | x», 
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| life? forthcre thou wilc not reaſon : God hath ap- 
J | pvinted how long I ſhall liue, therefore I will cate 
| ' no meate, becauſe Gods decree muſt needs ſtand, 
| ' _ , whether [eate or faſt:Here thou wilt haue the wit 
co anſwerez God indeed hath ordained how long l 
(hall liue;but withall ke hath ordained that the time | 
| ſhall live, I fhall live by the vie of meanes. Much 
; more {houldeſt rhou vſe thisanſwerein this caſe. For | 
thou knoweſt not but God may miraculouſly main- | 
| tainethy temporall life without meanes : but thou | 
| maiſt aſſure thy ſclfe , God will neuer worke ſuch | 
| | a miracle, as to bring aſinfull irrepentant ſoule into 
| | Heauen, 
| 5. Shife The fift/bifris , of thoſe that complaine of the 
Pifficulie of | difficulty ofthe praiſe of godlineſſe, how painful 
goalinclle, | itis toour fleſh, how impoſſible to be attained, and | 
ſo by this meanes diſcourage themſclues from ma- | 
king towards the heauenly, as once thoſe (pies did | 
the I{raclites, from the earthly Canaan. Thus the | 
foole puts of th:Rudic of knowledge, pretending | 
tas impoſhibility of reacking vato it : As Se/omoy | 
implies, when he ſayes, as it were mockingly imitas | 
Er0.24 7. ting of him, wi/edomes ( inthe plurall number ) are | 
Nolle in co: | £00 bigh fer a foote. O there are ſo many and ſundry | 
7; Norſe | things to be learned, How can I comprehend them 


pee | ax? Bur herethercuth is, that want of w/is the true | 
, cauſe, though want of s1// and power ve pretended. | 


Forthciemen are like bankrupts who though chey | 
” be able to pay ſome part of theirdebts, yet refuſe to | 
pay any thing, becauſe they cannorpay all. So theſe 
vpon pretence of their vnability todoeall required, 
will not endeauourto doc any thing atal. Dau/ds 
| practiſe 
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praiſe wascleane contrary : For he propoſing to 
himſclfe that perſeRion of obedience required in 
che Law, farre aboucthe reach of any man : Thou 
haſt commented thy preceps to bee kept very much z | 
namely, with all our hearts, foules , &c. doth not | 
thereupon giue ouer his delire, and endcauour of 0- | 
bedience, but rather prouokes and enkindles itther- | 
by; For thereupon hee infers preſently, © that my 
wayes were ſo diretted, that I might keepe thy [fatutes. 
Here to deliver our ſelues from this deceit, we muſt 
remember that God accepts af/ed:zg , for ofecting) 
willing,for working deſires, for deeds, purpoſes, for per-\ 
formances,pence,tor pounds, and vnto luch as do their 
endcauour,hathpromiſed his grace, inablingthem c« 
uery day to doe more and more, VVhich grace when 
once we haue, then (hall we ſee how falſe it is which 
our hearts tels vs, concerning the paine.and tedi- 
ouſnes of godlineſſe, For then we {hall feele Chriſts 
yoke to bee eaſie and ſweet , and his commenaements 
will not be burdenſome wnto v1. Nay ,itis finne, that 
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is ſo painefull;Gods-works are farre more eaſte,then ay. 11-29, 
are the Diuels: For whether thinke we is theeaſten | !,70- 


burthen to carry, malice and envie in our hearts,or | jp, qnrioch. 


the loue of God, and our neighbour? To retaine the | 7:4 5un 2g. 


N,49 a2 510.3 . 
P # + 24 AT, 


memory of iniuries is troubleſome , and vexes the | fs. 


' mind, but what tronble or paine is it to let ones an- | 5s wirgma- 


' ger goe, not to ſpeake cuill, notto reproach or ſ1an- 


' things of God that giveth them readily ? Ir is trou- 


 caly 1s it tothe beart?Itisa ſlander then again(t god- 


P 
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der our neighbour ? not to {weare? toa:kegeod 


bleſome to the minde to carke and care, and take 
thought; buttoreſt on God by faith, how ſweet and 
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linefle to ſay itis ſo full of paine and trouble, And 
of the deceitfulneſſe ofthe heart, in perſwading ſo 
, much. 


[0 Vs, 


ofdeceitfulneſſe, whichisin promiſing : 
I Andrhatis cither to our ſelues, or to God. 
| Toourſclues we deceitfully promiſe many things. 
I. Pleaſure, profit, and the [weetnefſe of both in 
ſinnc, bur in the endin ſtcad hereot (fo faithfull are 
our hearts of their words) wetinde nothing but gall, 
and wormewood, ſhame in the world,confufion and 
horrour in our owneconſciences. Whence that que- 
ftion;1what fruit baue ye in thoſe things, wherof ye are 
{now aſhamed? As it he ſhould haue ſaid; Your hearts 
{promiſed you much fruit of pleaſure and content- 
ment in {inne: Alas whereis it ? ye find now nothing 
bur ſhame. Sotrue is that of Salomon : The rightc- 
ous is more excellent then his neighbour; bur the 
way of the wicked deceives them. 1 hey think them- 
{clucs farre better thenthe righteous : and fo they 
were indced, itthey could finde that felicitic in their 
wicked waics which their deceitfuil hearts promiſe; 


| hee (hewes in the next verſe, The deceirfull mar 
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but this they doe not: Their way deceives them, as | 


| $4- Pap , 
| Of the deceit of the heart in that which it promiſcth 
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though when hce went about to ftcale his veniſon 
promiſed much mirth and cheere tohimſ{clfe, yer he 
comes ſhort of his reckoning) he ſhall not ſo much as 
roſt that hee tocke in the hunting, Incouctouſneſle, 
what happiaeſle doth the heart promiſe ir ſelfe in 
gaine, though neuer ſo vnlawtull, and vnrighteous? 
But how deceitfully , many cxamples can witneſle. 
| What got _Ammias and Sephirah, by reſeruing to 
| them fclucs ſacrilegiouſly the Churches goods;bur 
a {hamefull and ignominious death ? No more did 
Balgam, whem hope of gaine,and thelarge promiſes 
of the King,made him blindly and boldly ruſh vpon 
the Angels ſword; Whencethe Scripture vſeth that 
| phraſe ofthe Deceit of Balaams wages, What gog Ce- 
; hezi by raking vp that good morſell, as hethought, | 
| which his Maſter ſo vnwiſely in his conceir,let goe 
; beſide hislips ? nothing but a leproſte. Did not £4- 
| chans Babyloniſh garment bring the ſtones about 
| his eares? and /gges thirty pecces of filuer the halter 
| about his necke?ExcellentlySa/omon,T he bread of de- 
ceit ſeemes pleaſant to a man, but afterwardhis month 
' is filled with granell, There arc ſome meates, which 
ate very pleaſant in the mouth, & iris delightfull ro 
| hold, androvle them there, bur afrer once they are 
' \walloweddowne, with the fiſh, wee fecle the hooke 
' Ricking in our iawes; being in the Bomacke they 
make vs wondrous (icke, ſothat we cannot be well 
till the {(tomacke haue diſgorged it ſelfe. This is the 
{imilitude whereby Zophar in1ob,doth moſt elegant- 
ly repreſent vnto vsthe deceitfulnes of that pleaſure 
the couetous promiſe themſelues inthe gaine of vn- 
righteouſneſle, Wickedneſſe was (weet in her month,” 
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and he hid it under bis tongue , and kept it cloſe in his 
mouth, rolling it abont ,as a peece of Sugar, But what? 
wasit ſo ſweet in hisbelly too? No , hrs meat in his 


| bowels was turned ,it became the gall of Aſpes in the 


middeſt of him: He hath denoured ſubſtancegand be ſhal 
vomit it; God ſhall draw it out of his belly: And thus 
in the Goſpell, are pleaſures w:ll called 40rxes, not 
onely tor choaking the word, but alſo for pricking 
and wounding the conſcience with true ſorrow, in 
ſtead oftharfalſe and flattering delight which we 
expected. As it is thus in couetouſneſle, ſo inam.- 
bition, and all other ſinnes, Did not Adam and Exe 
promiſe vnto themſelues in the cating of the forbid. 
den trec, the glory of the God-head ? For whartelſe 
meancth that bitter ſcoffe, and ſalt ſarcaſme of the 
Lord, Behold, man ts become like one of vs? But what 
was the iſſue? 2o/es tels vs : Then were their eyes 0- 
pened,and they ſaw their nakednes; they ſaw how they 
were mocked; how for the mines of gold they had 
met with cole-pits,nay,for heauen, with hell ; for a 
throne of Flory, with the dunghill of ignominy. In 
this regardthe Apoſtle ſaith, that ſue deceined him, 
becauſe of this deceirfull promiſe .of his heart, con- 


cerning finne - And for the ſame reaſon hee callerh | 


rr 


Ee 


theluſls ofthe fleſh , the deceinablelufts of old A- / 


dam; in the ſame ſenſe that Salomon calls the Rulers 
meat, a deceinable meat : Becauſe wee promiſe ſuch 


great matters of ioy and delight to our ſelues in our 
ſinnes, the contrary whereof afterward our owne | 
wofull experience tcacheth vs: For finne imbraces 


vs indeed ,but it islike the Serpent: Together with 
the imbraceit mortally ſtings vs. Belceue wee not 
then 
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thencheſe inchanting ſongs and faire promiles: We 
(hall (mart for our credulitie afterward. Sinne that 
lay quiet before, like a flecping dog , wil aerwars 

wake, and flycin our throats, and ofa friendly per-! 


(waded,it will turne a moſt vehemenraccuſer. The 
promiſed pleaſure ſhall varith with the very a& of 


{ theſinne, and thencomes the [ting of the guilt, Af- 


terthe finne is chroughty done, thall we perceiue the 
hainouſneſſe thereof. 

IT. Wedeccitfully promiſe to our ſelues the en. 
ioyment of many outward bleſings, which yer wee 
neuer ger, Thus Sa» promiſed himlelfe victory 0» 
uer David, being [hur vpin Xerlah: The Lord , ſaith 
hee, bag delinered him into my hand. So alſo did the 
[ebuſttestriumph againſt Dasxz4,as thoughthey had 
beene {ure enough tor cuer being ouercome by him. 


This deceit we may ſer in the cracking of Go/zah,& | 


enacherib, who had in their preſuming hope, got 
the vitory of their aduerſarics before the conflic, 
and ſo putting on the harneſle, gloried as thoſethat 
pur it off: And wee may eafilydiſcerne it in our 
ſelues, whotoo too ealily belcening ſuch things as 
wedeſire ſhovId come to paſſe, doe often make our 
ſelues, ſureof them, when yet inthe end wee come 
ſhort of them. Herein deceiuing our ſelues , as the 
Diuell woul: haue decciued our Saujiour : A/ theſe 
things will 1 gine thee, faith he, which yer were not in 
his p »wer tOgiue - No-mo:c are any of the leaſt of 
tacſe things in our hands which we ſoconhidently 
aſſure to our ſelues. And therefore to this deceit, oþ- 
poſe we Salomons Counſell, Boaſ? not of tomorrow, for 
thou knoweſt not what a day may bring fcorth. Many 


things * 


| 
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y things fall our betwixt the cup and the lip, inſo- 
muah that oftentimes, wee inioy not thoſe things 
which eucn almoſt we haue in our hands. | 
I II, Our hearts deceiue vs in promiſing I know 
3- Happineſſe | not what contentment and happinefle in the fruiti- | 
in anoyment. | on of theſe outward bleitings, when yer the event 
anſwereth not our expectation. O faith the deceit- 
full heartof man, if I might haue this or that which 
I deſire, ſo much liuing , ſuch or ſuchan office, or 
preferment, how comtortable and (olatious a life 
(hould I lead? well, when hc hath his wiſh, it fareth 
ith him almoſt , as with the Ifraclites in their 
uailes;He findeth more vanity & vexation of ſpirir 
n the preſence,then he did before in the wang af this | 
'bis ſo much deſired good. Hence alſo that phraſe of 
the deceirfulnes of riches,becauſe they doe not per- 
| | forme that which our hearts promiſe vs concerning 
chem. In the ſame regard of worldly honours are cal- 
led lies,by Danid,o ye ſons of men, how long will ye fol- 
expounded, | low after lies? T helic indecd is in our ownfalſe hearts 
| We make them lyars, in that we promiſe ſuchgreat 
matters to our {clues of them, Whereas inthe end the 
q leaning-ſtaffe;becomes a knockimgriv4gel;and the prop 
to ſuſtaine vs, like the Egyptian reede, proucs a pricke 
ro picrce and paine vs, andas 7obcomplaines of his | 
friends, all theſe matters which we thought would 
baue beene vncmptiable fountaines of comfort , d:- 
ceinevslike a brooke, whole waters faile in the ſom- 
Iob 6» mer, when we haue greateſt vic of them. Thus Ec 
promiſed her ſelfe great matters in.C&iz,and he was 
4 the man obtained as a ſpeciall bleſſing of the Lord, 
& his brother was called Habel, Vanity, as being no 
body 


cn—— 


Deur, 28, 30. 
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on whom ſhe ſo much doted, proued a very thorne 
in her fidc, and pricke in hereye. So concerning El- 
kanah, it is noted that hee loucd Hazngh more then 
his other wife, promiſing no doubt greater matter 
of comfort to himſelfc in her, then in the other. Bat 
what followed? He loned her, faiththe prophet, and 
the Lord made her barrey, Marke the coniunRion of 
his louing her, and Gods making ofher barren. So 
ſhall ic be inall ſuch carchly creatures , whereunto 
wecleauc inordinately, fal{ly promiſing ioy to our 
ſelues intheir vie : God in his juſt iudgement ſhall 
make them barren, ſo that they ſhall not yeeld vsa 
| quarter ofthat comfort, or benefit, which we expe» 
Red. The rich foole hce promiſed himſelfe a little 
heauen in hisriches: Soale, rake thine caſe , &c, But 
alas how ſoon did God d:ſcs/ghim?0 foole,ths night 
ſhall they take away thy ſoule, and then where is thine 
eaſe} The reaſon of this deceitis, for that we,in our 
expeRation of theſe outward things, before they 
come apprebend onely the good, and the ſweet , ab- 
ftrated form the ſowre; the pleaſure diuided from 


more of the ſowre then of the ſweet. And hence it 
comes to paſſe, that nothing plcaſeth vs ſo well in 
the frnition, asin the expectation. Nay, nothing al- 
moſt which pleaſures vs when hoped tor, but docs 
more diſpleaſe vs when bad. Nothing I meane of 
theſe /emporals, whereof now we ſpeake. For as for 
eternals, they are more loued of vs, when poſſeſſed, 
| then when deſired. Foritis impofhible for any man 
tO imagine, or conceiue ofa greater happines _ 

| that 


body in regard of him. But afterward this her ſon, | 


the paine: bur, inthe fruition , wee feel both, yea” 
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that which they have in themſelues, that fo hauin 
them he ſhould begin to defpiſe them, finding lefle 
then he'looked for before hehad them. Nay,our 0+ 
' pinion-doth not ſo much runne ouerin conceining 
of temporals, as ir comes ſhort inthe apprehenſion 
of cternalls. | 
ITIT. Our hearts deceive vs in promiſing vnto vs 
both freedome from Gods iudgement in finne, and 
the fruition of his mercies in the negle& of obedi- 
ence - In the one , cunningly ſeparating the end 
from the meanes , hell , damnation, iudgement 


{'fromſinne; andinrhe other, the weaves from the 


ex , holineſle , righteouſnes , from ſaluation :tel> 


glory without grace, a plentifull harueſt withour 
ſeede ſowen. As the Dexif{ would haue decciued 
our Sauiour, promiſigg him ſafe deſcent from the 

emple, withour going downe by the ſtaires : ſo 
heere would our hearts deceiue vs , promiſing a 
ſure aſcent vp' into heauen , without going vp 
by the ſtaires of the workes of obedience. A feare- 
fullthingitis to ſce men goeon boldly in their ſins, 
"andycras boldyro promiſe heauen to themſelnes. 
O fooliſh ſot ! who hath thus 'bewitched thee , to 
thinke that after thou haſt begun and continuedin 
finne, thou ſhalt end inglory ; that after thou haſt 
lived many yeeres here in this world,and done no- 
thing, but ſhamefully diſhonoured that God which 
mace thee, with thy filthy beaſtly life, full of all im- 
purity,thar yet in the end God will honor thee with 


| the glory of his Saints? Bee wot deceined, ſaith Pax!, 


Neither fornicators, nor ddolaters, wor adulterers, nor 


Ms 


| 


wantons, | 
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ling vs, we may cnioy the end without the meanes, |. 
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wantons, nor buggerars, &c.ſhalinberit the kingdome 
of God. 


_— 


glory and vertae. Toglory, as theend; to verine as 


| the way leading vsthereunto, Neuer then looke for 


glory,but in the way of vertue. God hath chained 
theſe two faſter together then thar they ſhould be 
ſeucred ; So alſo hath hee finne and ſhame : And 
yet how many arethere, like that man that Hoſes 


Law read, yet bleſſcth himſelfe in his heart, ſaying, 
1 ſhall baxe peace,although 1 watke according Ap. - 
ſtubborneſſe of my heart? When the miniſters ofthe 
word threaten inthe name of God, his indgements 
2gainſt ſinne; arcthere not, who ſay in their hearts; 
uſh,theſe arc but ſcar-crowes; God means no ſuch 
matter, thisis buta policie to kcepe men in awe ? 
Theſeare ſuch as the Propher ſayes haue madea 
conenant with hell, and death, andthe reſt of Gods 
iudgements. How could a coucnant, will ſome ſay, 
be made with hell? Truely , true coucnant can there 
be none; but onely che deceitiull heart ofman- per- 
ſwades it ſelfeofa coucnant, & ſo beares vs in hand 
that wee {hall bee paſt-by vntouched, whatſoeuer 
ſcourges come. Vee may ſcean example of this in 
Ewe , who rehearſing Gods commandement and 
| threatningto the ſerpent, began to minſeit , with a 
prraduenture; Leaſt ——y yee die; when God 
abſolutely and reſolutely had ſaid, 1 dying yee ſhall 
dhe. So they in Jeremy, wicked and impenitent wret- 
ches, yet flatterthemſcluesin hope of mercy, 7t may 
be .beLprd will dee according to all his wonlroue works, 


— 


ſpeakesof, who when hee hearesthe curſes of the | 
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| \ God-threatned 4beb td roateout his houſe: yer hee 
promiſed himſelfe the eſtabliſhment of bis houſe : 
{And thereupon fo lollowed the worke of generati- 
I | an,thathelefi ſeuenty ſonnes behind him. 2-Kings 
| IO» Is $26, 
© Continu. | » V-Ourhearts deceiue vs in promiſinga ſerled and 
ance of pro. | jirmmouable continuance of our outward proſperi- 
HT. | ty. This was Edoms deceit, to whom the Prophet 
; chus.ſpeaketh:;7he pride of thine heart bath deceined 
| thee: Thow: that dwelleſt inthe clifts of the rocke, whoſe | 
| habitationis high;that ſaithin his heart, who ſhal bring 
me downe to the ground? This deceit was in her that 
(aid, 1 ſit 45 4 Qucene, and jhall feele no ſorrowes.Y ca, | 
the godly them(clues are ſubie& to this deluſion : 
P4.30.6. | a5 Dawid, when in his proſperity hee ſaid hee ſhould 
never bee moued; and 0b when in his flouriſhing 
| [ob. 29-18. | eſtatc he ſaid, 7 ſhall dyein my neſt , and multiply 'my 
dayes as the ſands. No maruel! then if the foole ſay to 
| himſe|fe, 7 how haſt goods laid wp for many yeares, 
5.Succeſſevp- | VI. Wefalſly promiſetoour ſelucs good ſucceſſe 
on inſufficient | ypon weake & infuthcient grounds As Micah, Now, 
—— ws #4 know, ſaith he , the Lord will be good vumto me. Why 
m— | Micah? becauſe I hane a Lenite to my. Prieſt © yea , bur 
God did not allow of ſuch rouing /ep-land Levites: 
| ncicher were priuate houſes the place where God 
| wodld hane the Leuites tmployed, bur the Taber- | 


- 


nacle, Herein it ſcemes Balaam deceiued; himſelfe, 
| hoping becauſe of his many altars and ſacrifices, his 
| Numty.1.2-3. deſire and purpoſe of curſing the Iſraelites would 
| fadge. Andehisis thedeccit ef the ſuperſtitious,who | 
| boldly prowiſe.no ſmall mattetao themſelues vpon 
| | thecaxetulliperformance of theirſuperitivious deuo.- | 


þ _ tions, 
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tions: Yea, among our ſclues, many thinke if they 
| bumble themſelues in conteffion, and can fetch a 
| ſigh, oe ſhed a teare in prayer , or it they be ſome. 
| thing more diligent in outward ſeruice of God then | 
ordinary , they [hall eaſily obtaineat Gods hands | 
that which they delire, 


"Se 


Cuar., XX. 


of the deceit of the heart in that which it promiſeth 
to God. | 


ama us wee haue feenc bow dceceitfull our 
Re hearts are inthe promiſes they make to ovr 

= /clucs:itremaineth to ſee the like deceittul- 
neſle in the promiſes they make to God, 

Naw the heart is deceitful[in promiling to God, 
either the dutics of repentance, and reformation in 
generall, orany ſpeciall duty in ſpecial: 

1, For particular daties,how often doc we purpoſe 
and ſecretly, yea, otherwiſe more lolemnly promiſe 
to God the performance of this or that , when) yet, 
inthe end we doc nothing lefle, by reaſon of the vn- 
ſonndneſſe and vnſetledneſſe of our decciueable 
hearts? Sa/omon infinuates, that in his time there | 
| were ſome, that after by vow they had bound them. '; 
ſelues tothe Lord for the performance of ſervice, | 
did yet afterward goc about to enquire for rea- | 
ſons, how to be diſcharged of the vow. 1aceb pro: | 
miſed and ſolemnly vowedto the Lord, that being! 
l S ble fled 
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bleſſed in his ionrney,andfſafely returned home a- 
gainc,he would build analrar in Bethel,& pay tithes. 


| Nenertheles, for all this, 7acob after his returne could 


ſie till, and find no leyſure to pay his vow, till God 
came & plucked him by the eare, both by tbe affi- 
ions ſent vpon him in himſelfe, & his children,and 
alſo by his owne voyce , as it were [ſhewing him the 
rcaſon of his danger before by Eſau, and now by the 
people of that Country , of Dinehsrauilbmene ,and 
his ſonnes barbarous murther; Ariſe,go vp 10 Berbel, 
and build there analtar,accordingto thy vow. How 
often doe the beſt purpoſe with themſelues to ſhew 
ſome proofe oftheir ſpirituall grace, in performance 
of this or that duty: when yet,whea ircomes to the 
criall, weare altogether diſabled, and ſhew nothing 
but weakeneſſe and corruption, becauſe wee hauc 
by onr negligence and ſecurity griened the ſpirit of 
God? Whercein it fareth with vs, as with Sempſon, 
who ſaid with himſelfe, 7 willgoe ont now 45 at other 
timergand ſhake my ſelfe;but be knew not,faith thePro- 
phet, that th: ſpirit of the Lord was departed from bim: 
And fo bis heart deceived him, Thus was it with 
David; I ſaid, 1 will looke to my wayes, that 1 finne not 
with my tongue: 1will keepe my month bridled whileſt 
the wicked in ſight : bux preſently after he ſhewes 
how ſoone he broke his word- Ay heart was hoy, the 
fire kindled, and I ſpake with my tongue, ec. Peters ex- 
ampleis very memorable, How confident was he in 


| proreſting and promiſing concerning his ſticking to 


Chriſt,to the very death? but yer quickly plackedin 
his ſnailes hornes, euenat the ſ1;ght rouching ofa 
filly wench. How ſoone faith 4»fen, didft _ 

enie 
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denic him asadead man, whom before thou con- 
felled(t asthe living Sonne of God? 

To this place belongeth that vſuall deceit, where- 
by wee ſecretly promiſe to the Lord the doing of 
this or that when our preſent eſtate ſhall be chan- 
ged.Ohit I werethus and thus, I would doe fo and 
fo. If Iwere King, ſaith Abſolom, 1 wen!d ſee inſtice 
done to eucry man. T hinke wee he would hauc bin as 
good as his word, if cucr he had beenc King ? Aſſu- 
redly none wonld haue bin more tyrannicall. If I 
werea rich man,ſaith one, O how liberal}, how free- 
hearted wonld I bee ? God happily lets him hauec 
bs wiſh, but helets not God haue hs promiſe, God 
giueth richesro him, but he no {iberality to God. Nay 
when he is becomerich, he is more vniuſt,niggard- 


ly ſcraping, then thoſe of whom he complained be-' 


fore, when he was poore. Thus young men thinke 
with chemſclues when they come to be old , they 
will notoffend in thoſe faults wherein they ſee age 
ſo much oucr-taken,as frowardnes,moroſitic,impa-» 
tiencie,contempt of youth, &c. Vomarried perſons 


| ehinke, when they are once married, they ſhall live 


ſo louingly, and comfortably,and be quite free from 
all thoſe faults which they ſee marricd folke to of- 
fendin. Men without children , if once they might 
come to haue children, O the duties they would 
___ thecare of godly education they would 

aue. Private men, If they were inplaces of go- 
uernment,O the wonders that they then would do. 
Andineuery ſtare and condition, whatſocuer want 
wee ſee in others, wee dare promiſe touching our 


| {clues afreedome from it , if we were init. Bur wee 
S 2 know |! 


Orc on condi- 


tion of getting 
this or thar, 
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know nos, at leaſt remember nor, that euery ſtate | 
| bath ſcuerall remprations , and burdens, annexed | 


' ento it. And how can we know,cither how we [hall 


, with/iand rhe one , or ſtand,vnaer the other, till it | 


' come to the triall. Nay; rather we ſhould fcarcthe | 


' worſe of our [{c]ues. Behold, now, being poore, [ am 
couertous, when I want that baire ct tecling rhe ſweet 


| of gaine, whichrich men haue : VWhatrhen ſhould | 


| 


| haue our hearts ſtollen away by riches encrealing ? 
' Behold , now[I am a ſingle man, have no body 
| to looke to but my felfe, and yer I finde I haye 
| enough to doe this well: how then ſhall I doe when 
| beſides my felfe] havea family roouer-ſet? Behold 
now Lam a priuate man , and haue nobody bur 
| mine owne family to gouerne, andyert] finde my 
| hands full with this : Alas ! if I were in publike 
place of gouernment, how ſhould I.bee oncrchar. 
ged? Behold, being bur a meane obſcure perſon , I 
yet findirhardro humble & keepe vnder my proud 
heart: What ſhould I doe then, if I flouriſhed in 
worldly glory, and were a grear one 4n Princes 
Courts? Lol can harely fland faitinfirme ground? 
Howthen can I ſecuremy feet in ſlippery ground? 

2. In promiling to God repentance, and refor» 
mation in generall, thecaſcis alike, Men in their af- 
flitions and ſicknefle, looking for death , how libe- 
rall arc they in thetr promiſes? bur afterward how 
balely niggardly arethey in their performances ? 


— 


made 


[ hey play c11 ren® play with God, they take a- | 
ay a thing, as ſoone as they haue given it. Vhen | 
Vebachadnezzar beiicged /erufalem, then the Iewes | 


| { be, if I were rich , when the danger is grearerto | 
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made a ſolemne couenant with the Lord, to ſet free 
their ſeruants : Burno ſooner had the King remo- 
aed his ſiege, burthey retracted , and repealed their 
vow, and brought backe againe their ſeruants into 
their former bondage. So fareth irwith theſe kinde 
ofmen: When God layes fiegero them, by licknes, 


or ſome other pinching afflition, then covenants | 


and promiſes are made, concerning the putting a- 
way ct our {inne: Butno ſooner Joth God begin 
to depart,and (lake his wrath, but we returne with 
the dogge to the vomit, and withthe Sow to our 
wallowing in the mire: Like Pharaoh, that diſmilled 
the 1/raelites, whe death entred within bis Pallaces, 
but preſcntly after, inall haſt, makes after them , to 
ferch them backe againe- Thus was it in that great 
ſweat inthetime of King Edward: As long( ayes 
one) as the feruentneſle of the plague lafted, there 
wasCrying peccaut,peccaui;mercy good Lord,mercy, 
mercy: The miniſters ofGods word were ſought for 
in euery carner , they could not reft, they might 
not ſleepe: yee muſt come tomy Lord , yce muſt 
cometo my Lady; come if yeloue God, and if yee 
lone their ſaluation, tary not: For Gods lake M, 
Miniſter (fay the hicke folkes) tell vs what we (hal! 
doe to auoid Gods wrath; Take theſc bags, pay fo 
much toſucha man; for I decceiued him : gine him 
ſo much,for I gatit of him by vſury: I madeacrafty 
bargaine with ſuch a one, reftore him ſo much, and 
deſire him to forgiue me. Diuide this bagge among 
the poore, cary this tothe Hoſpitall, pray for mee 
for Gods ſake , Good Lord forgiue mee , &c., This 
was the diſhmulation-of the people for three or 
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foure dayes, whiles the execution was , but after 
when the rage was ſomewhat ſwaged, then retur- 


| nedtheyto their vomit, worſethen eucrthey were, 


Then that they had before cauſed to bee reſtored, 
andgiuenin almes, they ſceke to recouer by more 
euill devouring cheuiſaunſes, This deccittalneſle 
God noteth in the 1/raclites, who being humbled 
with the terrors ofthelaw, promilſcd very largely - 
all theſe things will we doe, Bur what ſaid God; O 1hat 
there were ſuch a heart, namely, as in this ſo liberal! 
and franke a promiſe of obedience they make ſhow 
of, and at this time thinke indeed they haue. For 
now wee ſpeake of ſuch a kinde of deceitfulneſle, 
whereby wee deceiuc -our (clues as well as others. 
Weeare not to thinke theſe 1/raclires did groficly 
diſſemble with God: but at that time, being in ſome 
diftreſe, they ſpake as they thought, and meant to 
doe, But by reaſon their hearts were not throughly 
purged,and renewed, it was onely a ſodainc fit for 
chetime, afterwards their hearts returning to their 
old bias, they werenotable toperforme that which 
they promiſed. This the Scripture would teach, 
when it faith, their hearts barted aſide like a deceitfull 
bow. Whena man ſhoots with a deccitfull bow, 
chough heelcuell his arrow and his eye direRly to 
the marke, and thinke with himſclfe to hie ig, yer in» 
deed the arrow, by reaſon of his deceitfull bow, 
goes a cleane contrary way. Anſwerable to this bow 
15 our heart, to the arrow the deſires, purpoſes,and 
promiſes, wee conceiue,fnd make in our afflitions, 
| The marke we ayme atis repentance: tothe which 


wee then looke with fo accurate and attentiue an 
eyc, 


———— 


WO I 


"IS 


The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


| never hier 


eye, as though wee would repentindeed : Andthat | © 


indeed is our purpoſe , and meaning then; but our 
owne heartsdeceiue vs, For, becauſe they are not 
cruely.renewed, but there is much vnſoundneſſe 
ſill in them:Hence it comes to paſle, thar theſe ar- 
rowes of n_—_— and promiſes of repentance 
arke, neuer ſort to any good effe, 

but vaniſh in the ayre as ſmoake, C4446 did nor | 
groſlely diſſemble inthat his humiliation wroughe 
by the Prophets reprehenſion; but hee meant in 
good ſadneſle, when tie cloathed himſelfe in Sack. 
clath - Onely his heart ſtill remained vnregene- 
rate, and ſo deceined him. So was it with Pharaoh 
alſo. One would thinke that water heated in the 
fire, were indeedeas truely hot as fire it felfe ; Bur | 
becauſe it is nota naturall heat , but onely exrernall 
from the heat ofthe fire, remouc it buta while from 
the fire, and it returnes againe to his owne Nature, 
andas the Philoſopher obſerues, becomes colder | 
after the heating then it was before: So itis with 
theſe flaſhings of deuotion and holineſſe , which 
were in 4h4b,Pharaoh, and others in like caſe: They 
are not kindcly, but violent; they arenot from the 
inward fire of Gods Spirir, but from the outward 
fire of his iudgements. And therefore. when that 
is out, theſe are gone, : 

And this is the third part of the hearts deceitful. 
nellc, namely, its deceitfulnefſe in promiſing, T he 
vic of that which bath becne ſpoken thereof, is- 

1 Toteach vs patience, when weare croſſed in 


thoſe things we deſired, and wherein we promilcd | 


great fclicity to our felues : For God he ſaw the 
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deceitfulnes of our hearts inſuch promiſes, and thar 
indced theſe things would inthe eucnt haue proo- 
ued ſerpents, and/tones, which wee thought would | 

baue beene fiſhes, and bread, that; rhey would hauc 
| beene very bitter and burdenſome vnto vs, which 
we fancied as matters of comfort anddelight. 


arc; For howſocuer we promiſe much of our ſelues, | 
if our eſtate ſhould change forthe better, as from | 
pouertie to riches, from obſcuritic to glory, and 
greatneſſein the world, and preſume of our ownc 
ſtrength, nor to be touched with thoſe infirmities 
that vſually atcend ſuch eſtates; yet wee haue lear- 
ned how deceitfull our hearts be herein. Haue wee 
then a liberall and merciful affeRion in our pouerty; 
let vsnot bee ouer deſirous of aricher condition ; 
For we know not whether then wee ſhall beof the 
ſame minde, yea , or no: And thatafteRion we haue + 
| to liberality while weare poore is accepted of God 
for liberality it ſelfe, Take heed then of this deecir. 
Thoudeſireſt to be rich, that thou mighteſt be 1;be. 
rall; So much thy heart promilſcth thee, thatthou 
ſhouldeft be very /berat, if thou wert once rich: 
Loe thou art /iberall, before thou art rich, inregard 
| ofthe affetjon and diſpoſition of thy heart; and 
when thon art r;c< thou art notſomuch as liberall 
in afed7ion, Thou doſt not onely not get that libc- 
rality in «Z70n, which thou promilſedit thy ſelfein 
riches, but alſo thou leeſeſt, rogether with thy po- 
uerty ,that liberality in affe&#/on which then thou 
haddelt, O deceitfull heart, who by promiſing vs 


2. To reſt contented inthat cſtate wherein wee 


] 


more, makeſt vs to haue leſſe ! Defire then rather | 
to 
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to keepe thy pouerty , thatthou mayelt keepe thy 


liberality; remembring that of Sa/omen,that though 
that which a man ſhould ſpecialty deſire to bu goodne(ſe, 
that is, todoe good in workes of liberality; yet a 
poore man, thar bauing nothing to giue, hath yern 
giving affection, « better then a lier ;thatis, as Make 
it, better then ſucharich man, who before he was 
rich, would bragge much what he would doeif he 
were rich, and yet being rich, is poorer in liberality 
then eucr hee was: who is therefore in regard of 
this d&itfulneſle of heart worthily called a /yar by 
the Holy Ghoſt, Be not then, through this deceit- 
fulnefſe, moued to the deſire of an higher and grea- 
ter cſtate, /f there be a willing minade , God accepts 
man according to that kehath,and not according 101hat 
he hath not. Then againe , conſider with thy ſelfe, 
what likelihood there is, that thou ſhouldeſt doe a 
greater good, (which belongeth to a higher place) 
being therein, who canſt not doe the leſſer good. 
(which belongerhto a meager place) wherein now 
thou art. Thou art a bad poore man:thou wouldeſ} 
be a worſe rich man, Thou art anill Gentleman - 
and is there any hope that thou wouldeft be a bet- 


ter Noble-man ? In pouerty and meanencſle thou | 
| canſt not be free from thoſe infirmities whereto that 


eftate is ſubicR;and yetthinkeſt thou to eſcape thoſe 
whereto Riches and Honour lic open ? 

3 Neuer to be ouer-bold or lauiſh in promiſing 
much of our ſelues. Doe wee with the moſt ; but 
ſpeake we with the leaſt : For our hearts will de- 
ceiue vs. Wee would hardly giue our words for a 
falſe Knauc, thathad often deceiued vs. VVhy then 
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learne wee not the like wiſedome here, not to pro- 
miſe any greatmatters of our ſelues, ſince wee hauc 
ſuch deceiuing hearts, as will ſhamevs in the end, 
if we preſume any thingfarre on them. Iris a ſhame 
co vg, when others, of whom wee haue promiſed 
much vnto ourfriends, ſhall deceive vs: Therefore 
the Apoſtle, having promiſed Tits no ſmall things 
concerning the Corinthians, ſaith he was not aſha- 
medin that whereof he had boaſtedofthemwnto Titus, 
becauſe their doings bad abundantly iuftificd his 
ſayings. Thereby inſinuating, what a{Name ir 
would haue beenc vnto him, if the Corinthians had 
decciuved that hope,and confidence which hee had 
of them. O then whata fouke ſhame muſt irneeds 
be, when our owne hearts (hall deceive vs in that 
which wee haue promiſed of them to God ? Suffer | 
we not then our tongues to run ouerin this kinde, 
leaſt it fare with vs, as with that ſame young man in 
the Goſpell, who came runningin all the haſt co 
our Sauiqur , crying out, Good Maſter, what gord 
thing muſt I doe to get eternall life? therein ſecretly 
promiſing that hee would bec willing to doe any 
thing Chrift ſhould command him; Foriris as if 
he ſhould bave ſaid : O let me but know what isto | 
be done,and be it what it will be, loe here am ready 
preſt rodoe it. Bur when Chriſt told him what | 
was to be done, Goe ſel/all, and gine 10 the poore, 7c. | 
then he lunke, and ſhrunke backe. For how many | 
arethere, that through this kinde of deceitfulneſle, ' 
deale with God as Horphe did with Naoms, making | 
her belecuc that nothing ſhould be able co ſeparate 
them! there was no hoe, but ſhe muſt needs Blow 
Na om! | 
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were an excellent ſpirit of ſincerity. But God,diſcer- 
ning guile in this their ſo hot & haſty zcale, paſſeth 
this ſentence vpon it; What (ball 1 doe wnte thee © 
Ephraim?*erc.Allthy righteouſneſſe is as the morning 
dew. And therefore when our hearts promiſe any 
thing'to God, whether openly or ſecretly, we mult 
deſire Gods ſtrength to inable vs for performance, 
as Daxid, having promiſed , / will keepe thy fatnies, 
prayeth, for ſake me not ouer-long. Yea, we mult in 
this caſe deale with our hearts as 7oſa#4did with the 
Iſraelites, promiſing their ſcruice to the Lord : O 
ayes loſhua,ye cannot ſerue the Lord, he is atealous God 
&c. So weeinlike manner muſt propound to our 
ſclfe the difficultie of doing any good thibg : both 


in regard of our weakeneſſe, and Sathans wilineſſe, 


And as in being ſurety to man for our brother , the 
Scripture exhorts vsto be well aduiſed what wee 
doe; ſo much more ovght we to bc heedfull, and 


| conſiderate in this ſuretiſhip to God for ſuch falſe 


hearts astheſe are, that weighing well our owne in- 
ability rodoe ſomuch as the leaſt good, we may.ne- 
uer preſume to vndertakeany ſuch matter , other- 
wiſe then in the deniall of our ſelues, and in theear- 
neftcrauing of the preſence of the ſpirit, without 


RF 


Naomi into Tudea : but ſhee was ſoone intreated to | 
ſtay behinde, and take her leaue. The Propher 0ſea | 5% $3 .. 
bringerh in the Iſraclices , renuing their coucnant 
with the Lord, in very ſcrious manner; Come, let vs 
returne i0 the Lord, &c. One would thinke heere 


| whom wee can neither promiſe, nor performe as | 
we ought. 
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ARNLEAIENERED 
Cuar, XXL. 
Of fonre deceits of the heart in prattiſing. 


4, In prafti- WA Ow we arccometo the fourth and laſt head 
-— Cm 4 | of the firſt kinde of the [e//e-deceining of the 
\eFexl heart,namely,the decertfulnefle which is in 
prattiſing, And this ſhews it ſelf in divers particulars. 
I. The deccitfulnefſc of heart in praftiling , ap- 
[ Deceit is, | peareth inthe fickleneſſe and wncertainiie thereof 3 
ELencein | Whereby it commeth to paſſe, that we cannot hold 
good. on a conſtant tenour in any good courſe, without | 
making of many interruptions. Many begintocn- 
terinto ſuch and ſuch good wayes of repentance 
and reformation,but they ſoone grow weary , and 
breake off. Nabachadnezzar , ſeeing the excellent 
Dan, 4.47- | propheticall ſpirit of Dawiel, in interpreting his 
dreame, was ſo affc&ed, thatonly Damels God muſt 
betherrue God. And yetthis laſted not long. ' For 
within alittle while after, for all this , his Idoll muſt 
Ch:v.,.,® | bee worlhipped vnder paine of death. And after 
EEN this, the ſight of the miracle in the three childrens 
dcliuery, thatthe fire which was fire to burne the 
bands wherewith they were tyed, was no fire, ſo 
much as to ſindge their apparell : how did it fur- 
ther workevpon him, and wring from him the ac- 
kno wledgement of the true God? yer, forall this, 
not long after , weemay ſec him ietring it in his Pa-, 
lace, and as proudly as cucr aduancing himſelfe: 
aboue the Lord. Neither is it thus onely with 
the wicked, but inthe godly alſorhemſelues, in the | 
l | Truc 
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true practiſe of godlinelle, though not in like man” 
ner, whenccit is, thatthey finde ſuch vneuecnneſle 
in theirliues, that they are ſo off, and on, ſo out and 
1n;00w in good frame, but by and by ſenſibly di- 
ſtempered, and altogether vnlike themſelnes.Some- 
| times how are we bkoyſed vptothe very skies, in 
| aboundance of pure and heavenly meditations 
' and conſolations, as it were rapt vp with Pay! in- 
| to paradiſe, or aſcending in Elias fiery chariot into of 
| heauen ? Otherwhile apaine caſt dowhe into the 
| very deepes of hell, not able to pray,hearc,meditare, | 
| with any fecling of comfort, Sometimes in prayer $ 
| transformed in our ſouls ( ſo are wee ramſhed ) as 
| Chriſt was in body, when he prayed. Other-while 
| againe as heauy in prayer as the.fleepy Diſciples 
| with Chriſt inthe Garden ;the wings oftour faith 
| being clip, our prayers lye groueling on the 
| ground, Sometimes ſo comfortable and courapti- 
ous, that we can lay with Dauid, Though 1 were in the 
valley of death, yet would 1 feare none ill; otherwhile | Pial. 2:44 
againe ſo deaded and dcieRted in our ſpirits , that L 
| weare like him, when he faid, One dey 1 ſhall die by the | 
| hand of Saul, Some;:mes ſo ſtrong in faith, that we | 1. Sam. 27.2. 1 
| Can Ouercome the greateſt dangers, and with Peter | 
can walke vpon the {wclling waues : By and by fo 

| 
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Luk, 9, 29, 


faint, and brought to {o low an ebbethat wee fall 
downe Cuen in tarrelcfler. dangers: as Peter began 
to ſigke at the riling of the winde. Sometimes fo 
patienc that wee can quietly beare the greateſt in- 
dignirigs; preſently alter (o impaticnt , that we can 
not put vp the ſmalle{t vakindnefle : As D avia, pa- 
fient in $awls perſecution, impatient in Nabals dil- 
courteſie. 
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courtcſie. To conclude. In the hearing ofthe word, 
how doc we feele ſometimes our hearts to burne, 
and glowe within vs ? O the heauenly afteRions 


| we Then feele inkindled !O the [ſweet diſpoſition, 


and frame our hearts be in then! Little would wee 
thinke then that afrerward wee ſhould be ſo much 
cooled, as we are very quickly after our departure 
from this fire, and comming into the freezing ayre 
of the worJd: In which regard , as Chryſoſtome 
laics, the Miniſters haue the greater trouble , be» 
cauſe they neuer finde their workeas they left it, as 
other workmen doe,the Smith, the Ioyner, &c.who 
as they left their workein the cucning, ſo they finde 
it in the morning: but Miniſters ſhall finde their 
worke alrogether put out of frame and order, by 
reaſon of our deceitfull hearts, that leale from vs 
thoſe good affetions wehad before. If a horſe na- 
rurallycror, and for ſome ſpace of time hath accu- 
ſtomed himſelfe thereto, though by Art hee be bro- 
ken, and madcam.ble, yetiniourncying he will bee 
eucr and anone offering to goe out of his amble 
into his trot: Soregenerate men, becauſe naturally 


cheirheartsarec euill, though in part motrificd by | 


grace they haue learned ro doe well, yet cuer and 
anone they haue experience ef the readines ofthcir 
heartto breake ont into their olde courſes. Cor- 
ruption in them will hauc ſome flurts. Our heart is 
the inſtrument wee muſt worke with , in the ſcr- 
vice of God : Bur a deceirfull inſtrumene will not 
hold our in working ; no more will our deceitfall 

bearr in the ſcruing of God, 
The ſecond point of deceitfulnefſe in this kinde,is in 
the 
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the ſipperineſeof our hearts; whereby it comes to 
pa 


ce thatthey giue, both God , and our ſclues, the 
ſlip, whileſt they are in the performance of good 
exerciſes. As when in prayer, meditation, and hea- 
ring ofthe word they lily ſtcale away, and play the 
fugitiue., carried away with idle , and wandring 
imaginations, This deceicſulneſſe the moſt holy 
haue miſerable experience of; their hearts herein 
dealing with them , as if our ſcruant, imployedin 
ſome bulinefle, together with our ſelues, in the mid. 
deſt of the worke ould prinily ſteale away, we not 
marking, or minding of him. That holy Father 
Auſten feltthis, and bewailed it in himſclfe, thatin 
his moſt ſerious meditations ofheauenly things, his 
minde was eaſily diftra&ted,by the Nighteſt- occali- 
ons. Concerning the which hee thus writeth ; 
« Let cuery man therefore marke and conſider 
« what doings thereare within in the heart, how 
« oftentimes our prayers themſelues are interrup. 
& ted with vaine thoughts, ſo that our heart can 
« bardly ſtand ſtill with God: Though yet it would 
« ]ay hold on it ſelfe, and fo make it ſelfe ro ſtay with 
« him, yet in a ſort it flyeth away as it were fromit 
« ſelfe, neither can it find any bounds whereby it 
« may keepein it ſelfe from flying away in her wan- 
*« dring motions,thar fo tarrying ſtill with the Lord 
*it may be refreſhed with ſweet delights by him. 
« Hardly among many of our prayers meet we with 
« ſuch a prayer. Eucty one would be ready to ſay 
* that this were ſo onely with him, and that others 
« were not troubled in like manner, vnlefſe we had 
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«thy feruant hath found bis azart to pray vato 
«thee, Loe, hee ſaies that he fond his heart, es though 
his heart were wont to fiye away from him , anahe faine 
to runne after this fuzitiue , end being not able to catch 
it bimſelfe,t0 cry 10 tbe Lord, my heart hath lef4 me.So | 
farre Anſl ine excelltarly lerting torth this deceirful- 
neſſe of our hearts, VVould we not count him a de- 
ceitfull friend, who,when wee ſhould haue greateſt 
vic of him, would then be ſure to be out ofthe way? 
Alike deccittu}l muſt our hearts needs be, the chie- 
feſt inſtrument wherewith weare toſeruethe Lord; 
And yet when Gods ſeruice is to bee performed of 
vs, our hearts are then to finde, they haue runne a- 
way from ys, and ſo, when we {hould ſecke God, we 
mult firſt goe ſeeke our (clues, | 7 
T he third deceit is, when our hearts doe priuily,, 
and fecretly, wee ſcarceperceiuing it ,foilt in, and | 
cloſely conuay ſome corruption into our good 
ations, cuen then, when we arc in the very a& of 
performance. And with this deceitare cuen the 
children of God themſclues exceedingly troubled. 
For howloeuer they propound not to thewſclues 
any of theſe 'by and: baſe reſpets of praiſe, and 
vatne glovy,&c. in their goodaRions, but rather do 
ſer themſclucs againſt them; yet theſe things doe 
come in by ſtealth, «nd ilily inſinuate, and winde in 
themſ:lues into their hearts , as once the. ſerpent 
into the Garden, So ficly inthis regard doth the 
Prophet call our heart deceitfull-, in that word , in 
the originall, from whence Jacob had his name, be- 
cauſe our flelhly hearts doe the ſame. thing, to the | 
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ther, comming out of the Wombe, as it were ſup- 
plant ir, andcatch it by the hecele, when itis in run- 
| ning of the Chriſtian race; for what elſe doe they, 
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building of the Temple with the Iewes;z namely, 
with a purpoſe to haue deſtroyed it, and looke how 
{chu offered ſacrifice to Baal, killing his prieſts at the 
ſametime, and looke how Huſhai went to Abſeldms 
company to overthrow him: Alikedeale our hearts 
with vs; necdes will they intermeddlein our good 
ations, bur ic is but torob vs of them, by transfor. 
ming them into ſinne, through the mixture of their 
corruption: For when there ſprings vs any ſweete 
fountaines of grace within vs, then doe they cloſe» 
ly(as once the Philiſtims dealt with 7/eacks wells, 
which" hee had digged) caſt in their filthy dirt\and 
duſt, even to ſtop them vp therewith : They drop 
downe from their impure hands ſome hilth, vpon 
that pure webbe the Spirie weaueth, and (o make it 
a menſtruous cloath: They cunningly put in their 
leauen into the ſpirirs dough, and ſo ſowre it, and 
make ir diſtaſifull to the Lord. Vhen ſometime 
the fpirit ofgrace isoffcring to put forthit ſelfe , as 
once Zarah in Thamars wombe , yet by reaſon of 
this deceitfulnefle of our hearts, it recoyles pre- 
ſently, and goes backe, ſoas Zareh did,and the fleſh 
like Perez", thar ſieppes before it z and fo as they 
were decciued when Zarabs hand was firſt ſeene, fo 
vec often, when wefeele our [clues making ſome 


when they intrudeand obtrude vponvs their owne 
carnall ana corrupt aftetions ? Looke how thoſe | 
Samaritanes would haue had their fingers in the | 


offers towards God, For as knauiſh cony-catch- 
'tis Es ers, 
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| that of Dauid; Thou ſhalt make mee to heave the 


| « deſire 
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{ ers, watching the times when honeft men are to goe 
| to ſome ſolemnity offeaſting , craftily thruſt in 
' themſclues, that they may filch ſomething away: 
| ſo where Grace isto imploy her ſelfe, Corruption 
| will be ſurcto haue an oare in this boate, andto in- | 
tereſt it ſelfe in the good aRion, that it may by this | 
meanes ſicale away the-beſt part of our comfort 

therein : As inthe lone of grace and vertue in good 

women , it comes ſometimes to paſle, that the im- | 
ptire and filthy loue of luſt and concupiſcence, 
by certaine iuvggling feates of conueyance, cogges 
in it ſclfe. Therefore. S, Paul writing to Timothy, a 
man rarely mortified, biddeth him yer to exhort 
younger women with pureneſſe,or chaſtly : becauſc 
through the deccitfulneſle of his heart, even then, 
whilelt he was exhorting them to chaſtitic , ſome 
vnchaſte motions might come creeping into his 
owne heart, and ſcale vpon him vnawares. And 
ſo in preaching , while the Miniſter is ſtirring vp 
others to the zealc of Gods glory, through this dc- 
ceitfulneſſe of heart, it comes to paſle too ofcen, 
that thoughts of pride and vaine-glory poppe in 
themſclues, to defile and deface the glory of the 
worke. In which regard A»ſfenſaics, that it is har- 
derto preach holily, then to heare, writing vpon 


| voice of toy and eladneſſe_ ;which he reades ſome- 
thing otherwiſe, thns: Thos ſhalt giue ivy to my 
© hearing. Whereypon hee thus writeth: The hea» 
'©rers of the word are more happie then the ſpea- 
*« kers. The tearned-hcarer may - humble ; but 
* the ſpeakey hee muſt ftrive againſt pride, and che 


pe EEE 


=. deceirfulneſſeof 14ns heart. " 


« deſire ofpleafing men,thar they cloſely creepe not | 


invpon him, and cauſe him to difþleaſe God, rc. The 
likedeceitare we ſubie&t vnto inprayeralſo : Wit- 
neſſe 1onahs example, of whom it is ſaid, that he then 
prayed, when indeed hee did nothing but quarrel! 


with God. Read the words of that his prayer, and | 


yee ſhall find nothing prayer-like in. them : They 
ſeemerather to beea brawle, thena prayer. How 
then is he ſaid to pray? No doubt feeling his weake- 
neſle in giving place toanger , he thoughe to ſtriue 
againſt ir, and in this good minde addreſſed hims 
ſelfe to prayer: but yer loe the deceitfulneſſe ofbis 
heart ; while by prayer he thoughr to have ouer- 
come his anger, anger ouercame him and hisprayer 
roo, turning it into a iangling and wrangling expo- 
ſtulation with the Lord. Thus other-whiſe men 
ſerting theraſelues ro meditate againſt ſome ſinne, 


inthe very a& of meditation haue bcene inſnared | 


therein. For asin ſpeaking againſt ſome ſinnes , it 
falls out that others ſometime are taught to pra- 
Riſe them, ( which was Solons reaſon of making no 
lawes againſt the killing of our parents, leaſt by for- 
bidding ithe ſhould teachir,) ſo alſo in thinking a. 
gainſt ſome ſinnes, our ſclues may be caught : And 
when men in their thoughts hauc beene framing 
their mindes to reconciliation with their aduerſa. 
rics, in the remembrance of the iniurics reccived, 
they haue beene further incenſed then before. Pe- 
ter did wel to aske the queſtion, Maſter ſhall we draw 
the ſword? He did not aske this queſtion asthe prin- 
ces in Jeremy, whether they ſhould goe downeinto 


Egypt, being before reſolued to goc downe, what: 
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| ſoever the Prophet ſhouldanſwere :No , we are not 
' to thinke that Peter had made areſolutc anſwere to 
his queſtion before hee made it being fully purpo- 
. ſed to draw, before he asked the queſtion - No , hee | 
. did not ſo fouly diſſemble; But in asking the queſti- 
; on hee ſeemed robeframing his minde to more mo- | 
deration, and willing ro bee aduiſed and directed 
by Chriſt , but yet withall exaſperated withthe in- 
 ſolencic of the aduerſarie,andindignitic of the faR, 
he could not holde his minde in that temper of mo. 
deration , to ſtay theanſwereofthe queſtion ; bur 
cuen in asking drew , the deccitfulneſle of kis heart 
preventing Chriſts anſwere. So againe, oftentimes 
in many of our ations, where we thinke we doc in- 
rendagoodend, anddoe indeede'in ſome ſort in- 
tend ir, there yet withall, vader hand, gers intooft 
mindes the conſideration of ſome other ſiniſter 
and crooked reſpet. As Hoſes pretended to the 
, Lord, that the conſcience of his owne weakeneſle, 
and inſufficiency, made him fo fearefull of vnder- 
raking the office he impoſed vpon him, leſt by this 
meancs Gods glory ſhould be foyledin him: Nei- 
ther did he altogether diſſemble thereig z But with- 
all, there ſecretly lurked another matter beſide the 
feare of himſelfe , namely, the feare of Pharaoh, left 
hee would baue reuenged the «Af gypriians quarrel! 
vpon him- And therefore God ſeeing thar,ſaid vnto 
him; Ariſe Moſes,goe thy waies , they are dead that 
ſeeke thy life. So when we delirethat our children, or 
others vnder our charge, ſhould thrive in godli- 
neſſe, this is a gooddelire, but how often doe the 
eyes of our mindes looke a ſquint at Gods glory 
herein; 


The deceirfulneſſegf mans heart, 


herein;& (whatſoeuer our own{pretences and con- 
ceits, may bee) like Demetrius, pretending Dianacs 
glory againſt Pauls dorine, when yetit was hisown 
gaine he more ſpecially intended, how often are we 
carried away with a reſpe of our ſelues, that wee 
| might reape ſome credit in the good ſucceſle of our 


ging himſelfe of this corruption, writcth thus vnto 
theCoriathianszNow 1 pray 10 God that ye doe ne euil. 
The Corinthians might obict. Thou thus prayeſt, 
not ſo muchfor our good, as for the credit of thine 
owne Miniſtery. The Apoſtle therefore by way of 
preuention addes,not that we ſhould ſeeme approned, 
hauing our labours thas bleſſed: but that ye would doe 
that which is howeſt, thoagh we be acreprobates;in an 
honeſt deſire of your owne doe wee delireir, 
without any refpett of our ſclues. Againe, when the 
children of God are humbled and caſt downe in 
godly ſorrow for their ſmaller ſinnes , often vp- 
on this occaſion the heart begingeth to conceiue 
thoughts of pride. O there are few thattake notice 
of ſuch ſmall ſinnes, orare ſotouched for them,as I. 
And ſothe theefe Pride , ſteales away our humilitie, 
as it doth alſoall our other graces, it beis almoſt all 
one to be ſimply proud,as to bee proud becauſe of 
our humilitic, to be vacleane,asto be prond becauſe 
| of ourchaſlticie , &c. 

| The fonrth deceit of the heart in praQiſing,is when 
' itcauſerh vs to leape from one extreameto another, 
| paſſing by the meane ; as from prodigality, to couc - 
' touſneſſe, from Couctouſneſle ro prodigality skip- 
ping ouer liberality, Inthe former leape the couc- 
'& rous 
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labours? And therefore excellently the Apoltle, pur- | 
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tous man hath a fair pretence:O why ſhouldI waſt- | 
| fully miſpend Gods creatures? why ſhould I make | 

my belly my God? But why doſt thou not rightly | 
| | vic Gods creatures? why docſt thou make thy mony | 

| thy God? The prodigall, lately coverous, hiscolour 
| isas good, why ſhould Imake my fclfe adrudgeto 
| my goods? yea, and why ſhouldeſt thou' make thy 
ſelfe a druUpe-tothy pleaſures? In the ſame kinde of 
deceit are ſome brought from preſumprion to de- 
ſperation, from thinking their (ins are nothing , and 
that they can repent when they liſt forthem, to 
thinkethat they- are grearer thenebat ever they can 
repent, or find mercy at Gods hand, By the like de- 
ceit are men come from- tos much honouring of 
Miniſters, whichwas in poperic, toroomuch -con- 
 temning ofthem. As it waviry the Chutch of Co- 
riach, ſome would giue roomuch co the Miniſters, 
ſcruily apprentifing- their indgements vntothern, 
Tam Panles, 1 aw Apolters: Another ſort, to auoide 
1, Cor. 1.22, | thisextremitieonthetighthand; wenr as farre our 
on thelcft, in the veer reieRing of-che miniſtery : 7 
em Chriſts,| care not for any miniſter, bue will bee 
taught immediately by Chriſt himſelfe. And there. 
fore Pasl after hee had refured thoſe offending in 
the exceſſe, leaſt any through this deceitfulneſle 
(hould decline roo much to the defe&, hewiſely qua- 
lies the matters Let 4 manyet thinke of 5 as of the 
Miniſters of Chriſt & diſþoſers of the ſecrets ofGog.Let 
, C2r4.1- | no manthinkethatthereis no other way to auoid 
| too much dignifying the Miniſters, then too much 


. 
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nullifying of them. This is like the husbandmans 
error, when in correRingthecrookednes of _ | 
ac 
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nec writhes it too much the other way. Adeccit 
that befellche Fathers, who in their zcalous dete- 
ſtation of hereſies, bauc in their diſputation aucr- 


(hot themſelues ſomtimes, and gone too farre on. 


the other (ide. As, Clemens was (o far carried againſt 
worlhip of images, that bee condemned the Art of 

ainting. An example of deceitin this kinde wee 

ave in Peter, who for not ſuffering Chriſt to waſh 
bis feer, hearing that fearefu!l anſwere, Ynleſe 1waſh 
thee thou haſl no part im me , lalled out preſently as 
farrethe other way, Lord not feete onely , but hand; 
and head and all, But ic was his feete oncly 4hat 
Chriſt would waſh, not his hands or head. So the 
Corinthians, being reprehendcd for their remil- 
neſle, and careleſle ouer-fight innoe puniſhing the 
inceſtuous perſon, fellro ouer rigorous ſcuerity, in 
not freeing him from puniſhment,in notlooling him 
vpon his repentance. So $, A{tenconfelleth of him- 


! ſelfe, that in his deſire to auoid carnall delight in 


ſinging, he fell into that extremity of ſeuerity,as to 
condemneall delightfull melodie, tickling the care. 
The errourin the primitiueChurch was,tomagnific 


the Apoſtles writings , in contempt of their vocall 


do&rine. T he /etters, ſaid the falſe Apoſtles, concer- 
ning Paul, are ſore and ſirong: bnt his bodily preſence, 


and hisſprech u of no value. The Papiſts at this day 


| have auoided this erronr , by falling into the conra- 


ric of aduancing the doArine which the Apoliles, 
lay they,deliuered by word of mouth, their vnwrit- 
ten verities, tothe ſhamefull diſparagement of their 
written do&rine. And to conclude, how many of 
vs,through the deceit, haue beenc brought from 
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Popilh ſuperſtition to prophane and irreligious A- 
theiſme?From the blinde zeale withove knowledye, 
ro acolde and heartlefle knowledge withour zealc, 
from works without faich, to faith without workes, | 
from ſhaking oft the yoke of that Romane tyrannie, 
to ſhake off the ſweet and cafie yoke of Chriſt too, 
and ſoro an ouer:licentious and lawleſſe diſſolute- 
neſſe. From theleauing of Popiſhfaſting, pennance, 
confeſſion, rothe contempt oftrue Chriſtian faſt- 
ing,repentance, confeſhon; and from theerrourof 
the merit ofgood workes , to a ſhamefull negle& of 
them. So that we did more good workes (I meane 
outwardly in regard of the matter) in Poperic, for 
our owne glory , then now wee doe for Gods 
glory , though Gods glory ſhould bee 
a far more powerfull atera&iue to 
ood workes then our owne, 
And theſe bethe foure 
firſt deceics in 
this kinde, 
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| 

of, eight more deceits in the ſame kinge. | 
| V Deceir, ſ!;. | 
| 


RAO goe yer forwards in theſe deceits , The | 1ins from the 
= /i/+ is when our hearts cauſe vs to degene- | meane's an 
SSR rate from the meane to the extreame, ſpeci- | *** mc: 
ally chat which hath greateſt reſemblance with the 

meane. Whcrein our hearts deale with vs, as the 
Diuel would haue dealt with our Sauiour,when vp- 
on occaſion of his irony faith in his Fathers proui- 
dence, which hee had ſhewed in relifting his firſt 
temptation , chuſing rather to line by his faith in 
want of bread , then vpon his motion to command 
the ſtones to be made bread, when, I ſay, vponthis 
occaſion,he would have cunningly brought him on E 
in his ſecond temptation topreſumption in caſting 
himſclife doawne headlong from the trop efthe pina- 
cle, as being an ation which would carry a grear 
colour of a very ſtrong faith indecd. Peter hauing | 
made a notable profeſſion ofhis faith , Thow art the 

Chriſt ,the ſonne of the lining G04, and being therefore | 
. | much commended by oar Sauiour, preſently there- L- 
vpon tooke occaſion to fall from the 2rue bo/apes of 
faith,torhe —_—_ of preſamprion, in aduiſing his 
Maſter to decline the crofle, wherevpon the ſaluati- 
on of all the cle& depended. So likewiſe, from iuſt 
and lawfull zeale, how eaſily through this deceicfui- 
nesdoe we ftray into blind boldnes, and vnaduiſed- 
nefſe? as the common people of their owne heads 
throwing downe images, and the Browniſts as = 
call 
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from oor Chilrehes; the like was the 


zealc of Peter in drawing out his ſword, in his Ma- 
ſters quarrel, and cutting off Ma/chiws carc: as alſo 
oftwo of his fellowes , calling downefor fire from 
heauen,to conſume the inhoſpital! Samaritans. In all 
theſe, Zealedegenerared, and became like wine tur- 
| ncd into vinegar. Asalſoin the [ſraclites, when they 
werecarricd {5 farre in their zeale and indignation 
againſt the Beniamites, that they (ware raſbly they 
would none of them giue any of their daughters to 
wife to a Beniamite:$o ſhould a whole Tribe have 

riſhed, and the Church & Common-wealth haue 
hang weakened and impaired. VVhat madneſlſe 
| was this, in puniſhing others ſofarre to exceede, 
that therein alſo we ſhould puniſh ourſclues? Like 
the hands andother outward parts in the Parable, 
which denyinggo miniſter food to the belly,becauſe 
as they faid it was idle and lazie while they labon- 
red,did rherby pine and conſame themfelues. And 
yet to this end the deceitfull hearts ofthe Ifraclites 
bring them, vpon occaſion of their iuſt andJawfull 
zeale. Socaſily may the Diuell caſt in his wild-fire 
into this fire of zealc. Thus, from the iuſt reverence 
of holy men, came in religious adoration;as we may 


by Peter,and the Angell. Soalſo, from godly ſorrow 
how ecafily doe our deceitfull hearts carry vsfo im» 
moderate and exccffine perfiveneſſe ; from being 
poore #n ſþirit,to be defderate inſpirit. As the A 
{tle ſheweth, admonifhinp the Corim hiens,that the 
would comfort 'the inceſtnous firmer , and releaſe 
tim of bis excommmication ;eefthe ſhonld vpon 
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ſee in the cxamples of Cornelixs and 7oby, rebuked 
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occaſion of longer continuance in his iuſt ſorrow, 
be ſwallowed vp of deſpaire, For we are net ignorant, 


faiesthe Apoſtle, of Sathans wiles, namely how he | 


labourcth to bring vs from the iuſt meanc,to the ex- 
ceſſe, And as itis Sathans, (o alſo ir is one of our 
owne hearts deceits; his deceits, by our conſenting 
being made ours,as [ ſhewed in the beginning, Thus 
from thertrue practiſe of mortification, in taming & 
keeping vader our fleſhly abſtincace , many have 
brought themſelues to roo preat an anſtericy and 
ſeucrity. Hence the whippings and ſuch like cxerci- 
ſes of the Papiſts. Hence the diſcipline that hath bin 
viedin Monaſterics, and the praiſe of ſome that 
would neuer cate but running, lcaſt they ſhould feele 
ſome pleaſure and delight in cating. Timeiby was 
caught in this crror, when vader the colour of ab(li- 
nence, for the reprouing ot the luxurious Epheſians, 
hee bad ſofar macerared bis body, thatthe Apoſile 
was faincto preſcribe him Phylicke.T his may tcach 
vs whataneye wee had necde haue over our (clues 
cuen in the praQtiſe of the beſt things, becauſc no- 
thing more calie, by reaſon of the deceitfulneſle of 
our hearts,then to mixc ſomething ofthe extreames 
with the meane ; ſo that wee can hardly be angry 
without finniag, belecuc without preſuming,repent 
without deſpairing, feare without doubting, be mer- 
ry withour vainelightneſſe, be ſad without heavy 
and vnprofitable dumpiſhneſle. 

Thefsxt deceit is, when wee incroach vpon God, 
in things wherein hee hath giuen vs ſome li- 
berty in his word going beyond the bounds he hath 
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in our ſeucrall callings , but herevpon ,as S. 4#/ten 


1 vs our bounds, ſaying; Thas farre ſhalt thongoe and 
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bath impoſed a neccthity vpon vs to ſecke the main- 
renance of our owne credit and good name, that ſo 
we might be the fitter inſtruments of glorifying him 


hath wcll obſcrucd,through the deccitfulneſſe of our 
hearts, we are drawne on todcelireand delight in the 
loue, the reuerence, the praiſe of men it ſclfe, and to 


A 


—_— — 


like wellenough of it, to be louedand reuerenced, 
nor for Gods cauſe, but cuen in Gods ſtead. Bur this 
deccit is ſpecially in the vic ofthings indifferent, as 
meate, mirth,marriage, recreation, !leepe,apparrell, 
and (ach like. Of all which, God indecd hath gran» 
ted vs the vſe, yer not ſo, but hee hath confined vs 
within cerraine limits, and as vnto the ſea ,hath ſet 


0 farther, Now our deceitfull hearts haning once 
gotren this by the end, that fuchand ſuch things 
arc indifferent, and ſo may lawfully be done, thinke 
they arethen ona ſure ground , and ſo care not 
how farre they laſh out; as though there were no re- 
ſtraint inthe vſc ofthings indifferent. Andtbus it is 
ſtrangetoſee, how that which is lawfull, drawes on 
that wich is not conuenicat , yea, and what horri- 
ble finnes arcſwallowed downe vnder the name of 
things indifferent. Come to a ſwiniſh Epicure, that 
makes his belly his God, and tell him of his abuſc of 
Gods creatnres:he will anſwere preſently, why ſtrai- 


ten you my liberty in the vie of the creatures which 
Chrift hath purchaſed for me? Hath not God giuen 
vs wine to make glad the heart? Yes to makeglad;but | 
drunkenneſic and ſurfeiting makes it heauyz Tate 
beed, faith ous Saviour leaſt your hearts be made __ | 
with | 
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with ſarfetting and drunkenneſſe . Thus wee ſee how | 


calily our deceitfull hearts remooue the ancient 
bounds ſet by God, which to doe, but with men,is a 
deceit not to be ſuffered: And ſo itſteales on further, 
rill ge length ie bring vs from Chriſtian libertie, toa 
moſt wnchriſtian libertiniſme, and laxurions licen- 
tiouſneſſe. Behold then heere a noble deceit z while 
menthinke they takeand vſe their-l:berty, indeed 
they looſe it:For inthe vſe of theſe things, wherein 
God hath made them free-men, they make them- 
ſelues bond-men; being brought vnder the power of 
thoſe things which they vſe, as the Apoſtleelcgant- 
ly ſpeaketh 3 For they fo intbrallttcm(ſclues to the 
luſt of their ſenſes, and of their bellies, that though 
their owne, and others deſtruQtion be ſometime ioy- 
ned with the vſc of ſome of theſethings,they cannot 
yet forbeare: Which ſeemed to be'the fault of ſome 
ofthe Corinthians, coucring their intemperancie,& 
lone of their belly, whereby they hazarded ſome 
of their brethrens ſoules, with the pretence of Chri- 
ſtian liberty. So much the Apoſtle, not obſcurely, in- 
timates, when vnto that deceirfull obieRtion , LAY 
things are lawfall, be frameth this anſwere, But 1 will 
not bee brought vnder the power of any thing : I will 
not make my ſelfe-a ſlaue ro my belly, whoſe Lord 
[ ſhould bee. Soalſo God hath giuen vs liberty to 
deale in the world, and worldly occaſtons;But here, 
an inch being giuen, wee take ancll, ruthing our 
ſelues ouer head and eares in them, to the preiudice 
of faith in Gods prouidence, and ofthe exerciſes of 
piety. Sq God hath giuenthis liberty ro his Mini- 
ſters, to take of their flockes ſufficient — 
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He that attends vpon the altar, may liuc of the altar. 
But Bernard obſcrued it, in ſome ofhis time, that 
thence tooke occaſion to riot and rufcit out vp- 
on the Altar, though yerthe Scripture ſaith nor,the 
Miniſter may luxuriouſly lauiſh ir, but onely live of 
the Altar. The Scripture alſo permits feaſting and 
merry making : But howeafily hcere doe wee ouer- 
ſhoot our ſelues? not onely the common fort in 
their quaffings, carouſing healchs , and ſcurrilous 
mirth,but euenthe better fort alſo , exceeding the 
bounds of moderation. A»/tew Confeſlerh hiserrour 
here, Lord, ſaith he , drankenneſſe is farre from mee; 
let it not. once come neere mee : As for gluttony it 
ſfteales ſometimes vpon thy ſeruant: 1 pray thee Yemonue 
it far from me. But who u there that ſometimes «s not 
carried away beyond the meaſure of temperance? Thus 
parents, becauſe ofthe lawfulnes of n1turall affeRi- 
on , fall ro cockering of their children : In all theſe 
and ſuch like caſes, wee muſt bce as icalous of our 
ſclnes,as 70b was of his children in feaſting;For here 
the deceitis ſo much the more calie, by how mnch 
our ſuſpition of it is theleſle, preſuming vpon the 
lawfulneſſe. But wee muſt oppoſe to this deceit that 
of the Apoſtle; M4 rhings are m_— but all things 
are not expedient. Circumſtances of time, place, per- 
ſons muſt beconſidered : Otherwiſe that ſaying is 
trag: Hee that will doe all lawfall things ,all that hee 
may, wil! quickly come #0 doe vnlawfull things, lome- 
thing that he may nor. * 

The ſexenth deceit is, when vpon ſomecare of do- 
ing aleſſe good, wee iuſtle ont the greater, and that 
oftentimes when it is moſt ſeaſonable, Mariha was 

thus 


— 


| 
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good dutie. in giuing the beſt , and moſt repeRfull 
intert2inment to Chri/t ſhe could , detained her 
from the hearing ofrhe Word, a matter offar prea- 
ter moment. Thus many that reade not all the weck 
long, knowing yet that reading isa duty commdhn- 
ded by GOD , will therefore bee reading ofthe 
Scriptures inthe Sermon-time, at the Church. Some 
alſo arcat home in their priuate prayers and medi. 
rations, when the Church is aſſembled cogether,and 
with prinate ſernice exclude the publique. Others 
in hearing ofthe VVord, whilethey minde the me- 
thodand order of the Preacher , and matters of 
knowledge, they negleR that which concernes affe- 
Aion: And diuers ſuch like. Hcere remember, that 
howſoeuer incuill things that rule be falſe , of enil; 


true: Of goods chooſe the greateſt. 
The eight deceitis, when bauing performed ſome 
o0s ſeruice to God, wethereupon take occaſion to 
be the more carelefle and ſecure - Like boyes , who 
after they haue followed their Bookes hard in the 
ſchoole,think then they are priviledged toſportand 
play reakes. So isit with vs. Ve may caſily fecle 
this diſpoſition in our ſelues, to be ready to pleaſe 
our ſclues in vnlawfull liberties, when we have plea- 
ſed the Lord in lawfa!l duties. We may ſec it in 70. 
»eh,after his embaſſage faitbfally diſcharged to the 


Lord: and in £ze&74, after his gotable ſervice, both 
of praicr in ſickneſle, and of thankſgiving after de- 


oftenta- 


thus deceiued, when her care ofperforming one 


chooſe the leaſt, yetin good things the contraric'is 


Niniaites , breaking forth into anger againſt the | 


' liverance, fouly oner-ſhooting bimſelfe in a vaine 
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| 
| 
| 


oſtentation of his treaſuresto the Babyloniſh Embaſ. 
ſadtonr;Therefore after a lightening take heede of a 

| foyle. Neuer have wegreater cauſc to tremble,then 
atter wee haue well acquitted our ſelves in the per- 
formance of ſome good duty. Then wil our hearts be 
ſecking of vnlawfull liberty, & offring to ſcale away 
from God, thar after their paynes in his ſeruice they 
might refreſh themſelues with ſome pleaſure of lin, 
IX.Deceic, The winth deceit is, when the fleſh deth perucr(ly 
The _— _ | imitate the ſpirit invs; when as the Diuell transfor- 
Prion or +. | methhimſelfeinto an Angelof light, ſo our fleſhly 
ſpirir, and corrupt hearts inte the ſimilitude of ſpiritual, & 
renewed. How is this? Specially in the raifing vpof 

many good and holy motions, meditations, Sebres, 
& aftc&ions in our minds.For example, etherwhile 

in praycr,orin hearing of the word,therecome into 
our mindes ſuch and ſuch thoughts, and good pur- 
poſes of doing this or that good worke; ſometimes 
alſo many good affections, as of griefefor our ſins, 
and ſuch like, which yet are nothing to our preſent, 
either praying or hearing. Here our deceitfull hearts 
will be ready to thinke theſe come fromthe ſpirit of 

gracc; but the truth is they come from our owns 
carnall hearts, and the Diuell cogether , both mu- 
tually conſpiring todecciue vs.For the Spirit ofGod 
hath no ſuch office to.draw away mens minds from 

| hearingthe VVordeNo,it openeth the heart,it boa- 
reth through the cares thereof, and maketh vs to at. 
cend. $0 the ſpirit of God hath no ſuch office neither 

4s totrouble mens mindes in prayer, with thoughts | 

, lmpercjneats No,the ſpirit isthe (pirit ofprayer,and | | |' 
 chaſethaway all fragling.thoughts, and keepsth 
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zur mindcs ltcady and attentiue in praycr, 4 hcre- 
fore afſure thy ſelfe, here is noble iugling. Theſe 
choughrs ſuggeſted , though in themſclues Divine, 
yerthe ſpirit thar ſuggeſts them in this ſaſhion ,is 
no: divine, but flc{hly, or diabolicall. 

Thetenth deceitis, when in temptation our hearts 
betray vs like 1#daſes, intothe diuelsbands. If one 
living familiarly with vs ,ſo that we repoſe ſome 
cruſt ia him, ſhould yer walking abroad with vs, and 
ſeeing ſome enerny come to offer violence, runnc a- 
way from vs, would wee notaccount him adeccit- 
full perſon? much more if he ſhould conſpire with 
the enemy, and take his part againſt vs. So is it 
heere with our hearts, that lyc continually in our 
boſomes,and pretend great kindnefle, and friend- 
(hip, no ſooner yet can the Diuell ſet vpon vs with 
any temptation,but they forſake vs,yeca , they deli. 
uer vs vÞ into bis hands. Herein dealing with vs as 
the falſe-hearted men of Xci/ah would haue done 
with D anid. As Dauid miſtrufted them,lo ſhould we 
theſe hearts. VVe neede notto askethe queſtion,as 
Daxiddid of the men of Keileh, will they delinerws- 
Wee may aſſure our ſelves they will, Such is the 
depth oftheir falſhood. /adsb when he went our in 
the morning to the ſheepe-ſhea ring, bad no ſuch 
purpoſeas to commitinceſt with 7 hamar , but yer 
for all that being tempted , ſee how his owne hcart 


— 


him into the handsof the temptation. And alas ! 
| who ſces not this falſeneſſe of his owne heart, yea c- 
uen then when we goe forth into the world with a 


purpoſe againſ ſuch and ſuch ſinnes? yerno ſooner 
V 


are 


deceiued him, and gaue him the ſlip, yea, thruſt | 
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arctheleaſt tiſing and tempting occaſions offered 
to our eyes,cares,or other ſenſcs,but weare cavght 
preſently, 

Fheelexenth deceitis, by holding vs occupiedin 
thinking of fome good thing to come to make vs 
negle& our prefent duty. Here wee ſhovld remem- 
ber thar ſaying of Samuel to San , When this ſhall 
come topaſſe, namely thy kingdome, doe that which 
comes next hand. Itis a folly ro leaue certainticsfor 
vncertainties. Thou haſt certainty of that which is | 
preſent. If thon wiltlay hold vpon the preſent oc- 
caſion thon mayeſt;But as for that which is tocome, 
thou art wholly vncertaine, thou knoweſt not whe. 
ther there will euer be any oceaſion of good for thee 
to lay hold of, or no. Herein mee thinkes the de- 
ceit of our heart is like the praRtice of Tob/44 and 
Sanballat,againſit Nehemiah, who would bane drawne 
him away from the repairing of the citic by calling 
him to conference, and conſultation with them- 
ſelues;ſoour hearts doe often divert vs from the pro- 
ſecution of many good purpoſes, by cafting other 
odde impertinent matters in our way, like as in a 
caſe farre vnlike, the Philitimes diverted Sau/from 
the purſuit of Dazi4 , or asthe Foxe diuerrs the 
huntſman ſometimes from following the Hare. But 
in this caſe we muſt be wiſe to anſwer onr hearts,as 
Nehemiah did iis crafty aducrſaries, 1 baue a great 
workets doe, and I cannot come downe : why ſhould 
the worke ceaſe,whileT leane it, and come to you. 

The rwelfth deceit is, when admittance being got- | * 
ten for ſomthing, becauſe of ſome other thing wher- 
on it ſhould wait, as a handmaide on her miftre(fe, 


yet 
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yet this hand maid beginneth to perke aboue her 
Miftreſſe,andro incroach and vſurpe vpon the chie- 
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teſt place, Auſten {hewes this deccitin himſelfe, in 
his ſenſuall.delighting in finging of Plalmes, in re- | 
gard of the ſweetnefle of the ſound and content. 
ment of his cares therein. Of which he thus writeth, 
But of temtimes the delight of my eare deceineth mee, 
whiles ſenſe dots not ſo follow reaſon, that it can pati- 
ently endure to come behinae it, but haning gotten to 
be receiued onely becauſy of it, would therefore gocbe- 
fore and haue the chiefety. Ss 1 ſinne in theſe things, 
wot perceining #8 : but afterward, I perceineit. The 
naturall delight in ſinging of Plalmes is lawful, if it 
be ſubordinare, and ſubſeruient to the ſpirituall de- 
light inthe matter it ſelfe. Bur here was _/A»/tensde- 
ceit, thatthe y«sr1#r4/dcelightinthe ſound , did oucr- 
top the ſpiritnal{ delight in the ſubftance of the 
Pſalme. Soitis lawful) to delightin the witty ſpee- 
ches thatarein Sermons; ſo we vie this our delight 
in the w/#,to confirme our delightin the grace of the 
fame ſpeeches: But here is the deceitfulneſſe of our 
hearts,that our affetion to the wit is farre more in 
ſenſe then to the grace, and that in affeRing the wit 
of a Sermon, wee feele our aftetion to the grace 
ſomething ſ{laked and cooled. This is as if ohne who 
is welcome to a place, onely becauſe heeisinmy 
company , and comes as my ſhadow, ſhould yer, 
after hee were receined into the houſe for my ſake 
cauſe my ftiend to thruſt meout of the dores, that 
he may haucall the welcome, and k inde intertaine- 
ment alone. 
V3 CHAP, 
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| Of the deceit of our Aﬀettions in general. | 
{cherto we haue ſpoken of thar deccitful- | 


and affeRions: it remaineth now, that we ' 


| ſpeake of chatdeceitfulneſſe oftheaffettons, by them | 


| ſelges. Where firſt, wee will ſpezke oftheir'deceir in 
generall,and then ſecondly in ſpecial, of the deceit of 
ſame ſpeciall afke ions. 

The deceit of the affeRions in gener,ll,ſhewes it 
ſelfeintwo things. 

1. In thatthey are of ſo variable & mutable a diſl- 
polirion,that the face of the heavens is not ſo diuers, 


nesof heart,which is 92y»tly in the minde, 


ner the ſea,or weather, ſo inconſtanr,nor the Came» 
lion ſo changeable as they. Nothing is there ſo vn- 
ſtaicd, nothing ſo vncertaine;not onely changed this 
day from yeſterday; bur this houre, yea this moment 
from the former. Hence that of Se/omey, No man 
knoweth loue or hatred, thatis, as /#ni«4 cxpounds 
ir,the thingcicher he lanes or bates, by reaſon of this 
fickleneſſc of our (o eaſily alterable affeRtions, VVho 
| would hane thought, that Ammon; ſo hot affeti- 
on to his Siſter, could ever have b:enc coclcd * 
Yet for all rhe, preſcntly after his luſt was ſatisfied, 
his hatred oft her excecded his formerloue. Who 
would haue thoughe thatthe lewes, that cricd Hs- 
ſunna to Chrift, wouldafrer have cryed ſo ſoonegcys. 
| cifie, cracifiet Who would haue thought the Agyp- 


tians ſodcfirous of the Iſraclites depature, thatthey 
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cuen woocd them to be gone, by giuing them then 
precious iewels, ſhould yet within ſo few houres, 
on the ſuddainerunneafter them, to recouer them 
apaine into their hands as before : So for ioy and 
ſorrow wee may ſeethe like varietiesand changes. 
!10nas that to day is the onely merry man, while the 
gourd flouriſheth , comorrow when itperiſheth, 
none ſo penſiue or perplexed as he. 

This deceit of our aftcRions is moſt dangerous 
inthe matters of religion ; when we begin to waxc 
cold, hauing beene once zealous, and to cate vp that 
zeale of Gods houſe, which was wont to eate vp vs, 
Thus was it with Epheſws, charged by Chriſt with 
the loſle of her firſt loue; and with the Galathians, 
chat atthe fiiſt were ſo feruent in their affeRions, 
that they could hauc found in their hearts to hauc 
plucked out their eyes for him, yer afterward were 
more ready to plucke out his eyes. Thus alſo fared 
it with the Iewes , whoatthe firſt followed, and 
flocked afrerthe Baptiſt , and reivyced in his light 
but yet for a ſeaſon onely : Ibn quickly grew ſtale to 
them, and as our Saviour inſfinuates, no more ac- 
counted of then a reede (baken with the winde. And 
would to God the caſe were not alike with too ma- 
ny in theſc our daies. 

The ſecond thing wherein our afteRtions ſhew 
themſelucs deceitfull , is the blinding and cor- 
rupting of our indgement. Theſe arc our Eves, 
that doedeceiuevs Adam, ſaith the Apoſiic, wes 
not deceined , thatis, ſo much by his indgement, 
(though alſoby that too) as by his affcRion to his 
wile, which at length blinded his iudgement. Truc 
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it is, our Judgement ſhould gouerne our afteRi- 
| ONS, as Adam ſhould have done Exes, yerthus it 
 falleth our; thataffeRtion ouer-rules and ouer-per- 
| {wades iudgement. Wee ſechow our afteRions to 
our children, kindred and ſpeciall friends, doe often 
dazle our cics, that we maintaineerrour and wrong, 


in bis ſo lliffe ſtanding out againſt him in the caſe 
of Marke , who was his kinſman,as appeares,Colo/. 
4.109. How often hauc errours beene entertained 
becauſe of our affeRions to thoſe that bring and 
broach them? Hence that fetch of heretiques , 0b- 
ſcrued by Tertalian, firſt ro perſwade,then to reach; 


| firſt ro worke vpon mens afteQions, and to gaine 


ſomeintereſt in their hearts , then afterward to la- 
bour the vnderſtandin ———_— to wooe the 
Miſtrefle by the Maide : Whereas the truth con- 


perſwading. Contrarily many wholeſome truths 


| haue beene diſtaſted, onely by reaſon of the preiu- 


dice which our naugbty affe&tions hauc conceiued 
againſt the teachers ; As in the example of Ahab, 
refuſing Micaiahs propheſie. Againe, whats the rea- 
ſon, that ſo many wiſe and learned men in the 
Church of Rome haue beene, and ſtill are ſo groſly 
ſeduced with ſuch foppiſh , and ſenſelefſeerrours? 
Even this,theirowne affeRion to gaine and glory, 
and thoſe other alluring gifts , which that ftrum- 
pet hath in her hand, which they cannot receive 
vnleſle they firſt take her poyloned cup and drinke 
thereof. Reward blindeth the eyes of the wiſe; thatis, 
our corrupt afteion towards reward. When once 
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As Barnabes may ſeeme to haue done againſt Pau! 


trarily doth perſwade by teaching , not teach by 
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the 
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che: affeRion is ſer vpon gaine, then preſently gaine 
is godlineſſe; andifa thing be gainfull , then though 
never ſo vile ,it ſhall be coloured ouer, as goodand 


thing, ſharpen our wits and ſet them on worke 
todeuiſe arguments to ſerue their turne, But ſu- | 
ſpet wee alwayes our indgements ( though they | 
may ſecme neuer ſo well fortified with reaſons) in 
thoſe caſes wherein our afteRions are interreſſed. 
Surely our afteRions will plead mightily, and deale 
craftily , rayſing vp fogges and miſts before our 
eyes,and ſetting falſe colours vpon things to de- 
cciuc vs, Looke how in a greene glaſle all things 
ſeeme greene, and as to an aguilhraſte all things 
bitter ; ſo when the iudgement is difſtempered by 
affeRion, all things ſhall be iudged of according to 
the pleaſure of afteRion. Therefore Peter well ſayes 
of theſe corrupt luſts, that they fight againſt he 
ſoule; yea cuen the principall part thereof, the Vn- 
derſtanding ; by making ir ſcruilely to frameir 
iudgement to their deſire, Wee ordinarily fee the 
deccitof our affeRtions in naturall things. Fathers 
thinke their ownechildren the wiſeſt , and the fai- 
reſt- Solouers their loves. The Ape tbinketh his 
owne brats, though ougly and miſhapen, to bee 
fayre and beautifull, Afſaredly theſeafteRions of 
ours, are no leſſe deceirfull in things ſpirituall. The 
vileſt deformities , if once they bee affeRions dar- 
lings , ſhall bee accounted comely ornament. Ler 
| others ſay whar they will. The affcRions haue taken 
; captive phe vnderſtanding , and Da/ilah hath lulled 


, Sampſon aſleepe. The belly hath no eares, nor yet 
| V 4 no \ 
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lawfull. Our aftetions when they would haue a | 


1, Pet. 3.11. 
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| like 4di09nts of their perſons. In louing of our (clues, | 
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T he decent folneſſe ofmant heart. 


no eyes. So much for the deceit of = 
generall. 
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: Cnae. XXIITII, | 
Of the deceitfulneſſe of Lone, Anger, loy. | 


SS&Z1]9 W tocome to the deceit of ſome parti- 
I> WIN cular Aﬀections. And firſt to begin with | 


| 
ESP Lone. 
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I. 4 ge deceitofthe affeRion of Loue is, when we 
thinke we loue mens perſons, as they are Gods crea- | 
wures in Adem , and his new creatures in Chriſt; 
when yetindeed welone not their perſons, but their 
riches, honours, reputation in the world, and ſuch 


we preferre our. perſons before our goods,or ought 
elſc; as the Divell obſerued, Skin for 5kin, _ all 
that a man hath will he gine for bis life. Now the Law 
is,T hou ſhalt owe thy neighbenr «s thy ſelfe: And fo 
wee ſhould loue him and not his. Butquite con- 
crary isit with many of vs in the louing of others; 
We preferre their purſes and portions before their 
perſons. W hatſocuer we may perſwade our ſelues, 
the truth is,that we loue ſpeciallyin them theſe our- 
ward things, and know them according to the fleſh. 
The diſcouery of this deceitis inthechangeof cſtate, 

1. When riches arc turned into pouertie, honour 
into 12nominie; if then wee leave our friend , it is 
cuident we loucd not bis perſon before : For that is 
(till che fame, hispicty , his parts are the ſamk,thar | 
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when he was rich, happily more. When the corne 
is ſpent , the Rats leauc the barne, and yer the 
roome is the ſame - It was not then the roome they 
loued, Here was the tryall of the {inceritie of 0hngs 
love to our Sauiour, that hee forſooke him not on 
the Crolle, as his fellowes did. For indeede Chriſt 
was the ſame on the Crofle, thatin the Pulpit, in 
the Temple: Chriſt ſuffering , was the ſame, that he 
was working miracles. Thus was thedeccitfull loue 
ofmany Proteſſors at Rome towards Pawn! dilcoue- 
red,in that they ſtood not to him when he was con 
vented before Nero, Herein alſo appeared ſome 
vnſoundnedle in 10bs wife her loue,when ſhee began 
to lcath him becauſe of his boyles and botches. 
If ſhe had loued his grace,botcbie 10b, and poore 10b 
was as gracious, as haile 1ob,and rich 1b. Thelike 
may be ſaid of their loue, who depending vpon him 
- his flouriſhing eſtate, afterward deſpiſed him in 

is fall. 

2. When alſo our eſtate is changed from worſe 


to a better, here alſo is a diſcovery of deccitfull | 


loue. For asin the former change vaſound loue will 
turneinto hatred, ſo in this into exzy. Here was 
the diſcouerie of Sauls falſe heart to Dani4, when 
ſceming toloue bim dearely & entirely before, he 
could not yertendure him, when he ſaw him grow 
greater then himſelfe,and heard his 1enne thouſands, 
and but his one thouſand. And here was a nota- 
ble tryall of the fingeritic of 79na/bans loue to Danid, 
when for all he knew he was to be preferred tothe 
Kingdome, and the onely man to put him by that 


dignitie, yet ſtill hee continued conſtant in loue. 
|  Where- 
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| notchictely for his piety , hee could not but vpon 


- without deceit, without repentance , without the 


The aeceitfulueſſeof mans heart. 1 | 


Whereas, if hee had loucd him onely for outward 
reſpe&ts, as becauſe of the ſimilitude of their diſpo- 
fitions, that hee was a man of a Martial ſpirit, and | 


this occaſion haue molt bitterly hated him. This 
muſt teach vs irr louing others, toexamine our owne 
hearts, what it is wee loue in them ; whether the 
Image of God , or thedeceivable ſhadowes of the 
world. And thoſe that have much loue, and many 
friends muſt learne wiſedome, not to take all for 
friends that 'pretend aftetion. , And becauſe the 
heart of man is thus deceitfull in love, as in nothing | 
more , irmuſt teach vs inthe multitude of greatcſt 

and ftrongeſt friends to flye vnto God ,and to make 
his loue our chicfeſt ſttayes : His love I ſay, which is 


leaft ſhadow of turning, For whow hee once lowes, 
bee lones to the end. Mens loue is ſo often deceittull, 
that wee may iuſtly complaine with 79b, My friends 
hame deceiued mee 45 a brooke:and with theChurchin 
the Lamentations; My lowers ſtand farre off from me- | 
and with Paul, al hae forſaken me. Leane notthen 
on this broken ſtaffe. Secure not thy ſelfe, nonot 
inthefauovr of Princes, Truſt not in them , ſaith | 
the Plalmiſt , becauſc they are mortall, and their | 
breath is in their noſthrils: Much morc then may 7 
fay, truſt not in their loue,becauſe their love is 9-47- | 
tall, and may quickly turne 'into mortall hatred, | 
Theirloue may dye before themſclues, they may | 
ſuruiue their loue, breathing out their love, before 
their breath. So much for Love. 
2. AﬀeRion is Anger and hatred, and inueterate | 
———_nger_ 
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anger. The deceitis, when wethinke we hate mens | 
finnes, when indceditis their perſons, and that wee 
are angry for ſinne againſt God , when indecd itis 
for ſome inturic done ro our ſelues, For ſoitis , that 
Godscauſc and our owne often meet together. And 
wherin weare wronged, thercinalſo is God, Now 
hence by reaſon of this company and concurrence 
| of Gods cauſeand our owne, weeare very apt and 
ready to deceue our lelues ; thinking our anger is 
dire&ed againſt the dilhonour of God, whereas in | 
truth, it hath reference onely to that which is but 
an appurtenance and hang-by thereto, namely,our | 
owne offence. The diſcovery, 
Thediſcoucry therefore of this deceit, is, therof. | 
1. In the partition of Godscauſe and our owne. 
Let vs marke how wee are affected , cither when | 
God is diſhonoured without our iniury, or we in- 
iured withour any great impeachment of Gods 
honour. Now if wee can be as hot as toſtes in our 
owne priuateiniurics, where Gods glory is not cal- | 
led in queſtion, and yet as cold as Ice when moſt 
diſhonourable indignities arc offered to the Lord, | 
without any touch of our ſ{clues; then it is cuident, 
that in choſe caſes, where Gods cauſe and our owne 
| areioyned together , our anger was onely for our 
owne, notfor Gods. When our Seruants and chil- 
dren haue negleRted their ducty to vs, there is iuſt 
cauſe ofanger : For Gods Commandement is bro- 
| ken by them. Bur deceiue not thy ſelfe , when vn+« 
| der this pretence thou letreſ looſe the bridleto thy 
xage; For how Often haſt thouthy felfe tailed farre 
morc inthy duty to God? how often haſt thou _ 
thy | 


The deccir, 


= 
— _— 


—_ 


—_— 


— 


i. 
— —  — —— 
—_— — —— , > RO —__— 


He —_—Rn 


—— ut... 
tt. 


——_—. 


288 


—— 


T he deceit falneſſe of mans heart. 


————— 


che Lord many waycs,and yet waſt neuer haltfc ſo 
angry ? Here was the tryall of Aoſes bis anger: 
When the people murmured, and when K974b re- 
belled againſt him , here was iuſt cauſe of anger; But 
here Godscaufe and his owne were coupled. Let 
vs therefore marke Moſes his behaniour when they 
were lingled. Numb. 12. C4ar0n and Miriam offer 
him a prinate iniuric - Tris ſaid bis meckeneſſe was 
ſuch that he gaue them nota word. Againe, Exed.32. 
the pcopic had fallen to Idolatric, and had mades 
Calfe, and Aaron had his hand therein : Here Gods 

uarrell was ſeucred from his owne; And how ca- 
ries he himſclfe here? Hee ſpares neither 4709, nor 
the people, butin- a gedly fit of zeale takes on, 
breakes the two tables in , &c. A mceke lambe 
in his owne iniuric - A ficrce Lyon in Gods, Heere 
was pureanger, free from guile and gall. 

2. [four anger be properly againſt ſinne , then it 
will keepe vs from finning grolly in being angry. 
For what likelihood itthere thathe is trucly angry 
againſt finne, that commitsa greater ſinne in his 
anger , then the finne whereat he is angry. Thus 
_ are angry for ſmall offences, which indecde 
are finnes alſo againſt God: but in their anger they 
arc fodiſtempercd that they breake outinto cur- 
ling , raging, rayling, &c. which are farre greater 
linnes, then that wherewith they are diſcontent. 
Here was Dau anger againftNaba! diſcoueres to 
be faulty, He might happily perſwade himſclfe hee 
had cauſe to be offended ; For Nabals churliſh va- 
thankefulneſſc was odious to God - Yet that was 


thy Children and Seruants diſhonour the Name of 
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not & which angrcd Daaid. For then how came it 
to paſſe thar his anger prouoked him to ſweare, to 
conceiueabloudy purpoſe of mourther ? Grace be- 
gets not finne, but holds backe from ſinne.Graceis 
neuer a paire of be\lowes, to blow vp in vsthefire of 
corruption, [o as is often our anger. And therefore 
our anger then is, not ofgrace, bur of corruption, 

3. Holy anger, thatis conceiued againſt (inne, 
doth notany thing vnfit vs for duties wee owe ci- 
ther God , or man; no notthat man with whom 
wearcangry. As Moſes was angry with the Iſrae» 
lites, and chid them ſharply, yct withall prayed 
for ther heartily. As when our children, through 
their owne fault, hauc gor ſome ſicknefle, for all our 
angry ſpeeches, wee goe to the Phyſitian for them, 
Chriſt when he was angry with the Phariſces, at 
the ſame time mourned for their ſinnce. /onerhben 
was angry with his father for vowingD avid; death: 
yet his anger made him ſpcake nothing vnbeſce- 
ming the duty, either ofa ſonne to his Father, or 
ofa Subie& to his Souergigne, Anger againſt finne 
isalwayes-ioyned withloue ofthe ſinner. Sincere 
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anger is a /oning ange?, a dewour anger - It firs a 
man for the duties of Joueto men, of deuotion ex» 
God. Thisanger is a whetſtone to Prayer , and by 
helpe of ir, thou ſhalt pray better then before. If 
then thine anger ſo diſguiſe thee , and pur thee out 
of frame that thou canſt not tell, eicher how to 
pray to God, orlooke, or fpeake louingly to man, 
not onely the perſon angring thee , but ſcarce any 
other, it is a conviftion of the deceitfulnefſe of thy 


anger. 
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2: AﬀeRion is /07.In the which there is a double 


deceit. x. When we thinke we reiaycein Gods our: | 


ward benefits, onely as pledges of his love, when 


| indeede we reioyce morein the benefits themlelues, 
then in the bencfaRor. 


Thendiſcouery is, 1. By our drooping, and deie- 
Aion vnder the Crofle. If it had becne Gods fauour 


onely wee had reioyced in our proſperity , why 


then is the eopic of our countenancechanged ? for 
Gods fauor is ſtill _ ſameto hisin affliftion, which 
in profperity, haply grearer, - 

2. By theefteR * our ioy , which is the ſadding 
and gricuing of Gods ſpirit. VVhence ariſcth a hea- 
uic lumpiſhnes, and vnwillingnes of Gods feruice. 

2. Deccitis, when wee thinke we reioyce in the 
| _— of Gods ſpirit in our brethren; for them- 
clues, when wee reioyce in them onely as they are 


ſome way beneficial! ro our ſelues ;as in the matter | 
of liberality. Here the triall is , co marke whether 


wereioyceas muchin other graces , which are not 
ſo profitable to vs or in the ſame graces, when it 


fals out that they are profitable ro others, notto 
our (clues. Excellently Paul ro Philemon, Wee bane 
great ivy inthy lone: For by thee Brother(not my,but) 


the Saints bowels are refreſhed, Many reioyce onely 
in that lone which refreſhcth their owne bowels. 
Which is indeede to reioyce rather in their owne 

rofir, thenin the grace of God it ſelfe. For that 
oue which refreſheth other Saints bowcls, and 
not mine, is louc, as well as that which refreſheth 
mine. If I rcioycein loue , becauſe it is lone , be- 

io 
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cauſcitis grace, [ ſhall reioyce as well inthe one,as | 
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T he deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


to vs, rather yctin bis benefit whoſe it is, becauſe 
of the fruit furthering ber owne reckoning,lhall wee 
teioyce, then in our owne. 


Cuae, XXV, 


Of the deceirfulneſſe of our Sorrow, 
Deſire, and Confidence. 


IV, Ffe&ion is ſorrow, Where there is 2 
| Fe twofold deceit. 1, VVhen wordly for. 
row ſhroudes it felfe vnder the coun- 
tenance of Godly vexation, of humiliation, Come 
to many in their afflitions, and reprouc them for 
their carnall ſorrow, and their anſwer is ready,when 
Gods handis gone ont againſt vs for our fins,ſhould 
we notbe humbled? yes,for your ſinne: But loe the 
deceitfulneſſe of your heart. It is the puniſhment 
that grieues you, not the (inne, the Surgions plai- 
ſter , not thine owne ſore. You gricue not at the 
 puniſhment,becauſe of the finne deſeruing it - but\ 
at the ſinne, becauſe of the puniſhment follow-! 
ing it. 
The diſcovery of this deceit ,is 
1. When, vpon the ceaſing ofthe paniſhmenr, 
wee are chcered preſently "ough ſt! borh the 
guilt, and filth of our finne ſticke in our conſci. 
ence, Likeas the fooliſh boy is glad , when th 
ſmarting plaiſteris of though his ſore fill remain 
vnhealed, Whereas, if it were the finnethat grieue 
VS, 
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vs, ourgriefe, together with our ſinne, ſhould our- 
aſt the puniſhment. Bur if once we have any caſe 
of our puniſhment, wee giue ouer our ſorrowing 
forthwith. Which ſhewes that with thoſc Iewes, we 
mourne onely — and oyle, _ ——_ 
2, | uco 1s propertie ol godly lor» 
row , ow is to make a man freſh , and nimble 
in his ſpirits for prayer , and other good duties. 
Whereas worldly ſorrow lies heauy,like lead, vpon 
a mans heart, and will make a man flcepe ſooner, 
then pray; as in /onas (lecping in ghe middeſt of a 
terrible tempeſt, which drouc cucn the pr e 
Mariners to prayer; and in the Diſciples, who be- 
ing poſſeſſed with worldly ſorrow, were neither a- 
ble ro watch one houre with Chriſt in prayer, nor 
fir to heare that dofrine which Chriſt otherwiſe 
was ready to hauctaught them. For ſo our Savi- 
our told them: 7 have paring 10 ſay vnito you: but 
708 are not able to beare them; namely, becauſe their 
ſpirits were dulled, anddeaded, with worldly for- 
 row.VVhich euenin this ſence alſo,may bee laid to 
cauſe death; though yct the oppoſition of life, 
which the lemakethinthat place, 2» Cov. 7. 
ſeemes to reſtraine the ſence to ſpiritualldeath. But 
it is eruethat worldly ſorrow cauſcth cuen this na- 
turall death. Whereas goldy ſorrow procurcs a 
good Conſcience, whichis the very health of the 
bones, aconinuall feaſt. Eucn in the very at of 
mourning is a mans heart light, and cheecrefull, 
Ifchen wee finde our ſenſes quickened , our ſpirits 
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reviued by our ſorrow, fo that wee feele ic to give 
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The deceirfolveſſe of mens heart, © © 
on the ground, then have wee an argument it 1s 
ſound , and good. For godly forrow is alwayes 


which , in the apprehenſion of mercie, yeclds mat- 
cer ofioy, toallay the bitternefle of our reares. But 
if wee have no hearts to pray, if our ſorrow make 
vs fpiritually, both dumbe, that wee cannot ſpeake 
to God, and deafe,that wecannot,with thoſe Iſrac- 
lites, heare GOD ſpeaking to vs; then hauc wee 
cauſeto ſuſpe& our ſorrow , as vaſound, and de- 
ceitfull. ; 

2. Deceit of our ſorrow, when our owne priuatc 
forrow is couered with the title of ſorrow for the 
publique cuils of the Church, where weliue. Vſu- 
ally ir fallerh ot , that cucry one of vsin particular 
are intcreſted in the publike calamities ofthe fate 
where wee liuc, and ſo arepinched with the fenſe of 
their ſmart, Hence many deceitfully imagine, they 
arc griened for the publique euils, when indeedir is 
no othcrwiſe for the publique, therf as they touch 
them in particular. 

Here che diſcouery is | 

1, In the ſcparation of our owne cauſe from the 
Churches, As when, it goingill with the Church, 
it goes well with vs in particular. Ifthen wee can 
diſtaf our owne priuate felicities, and call them 
[cabods, as thatgood woman did her ſonne, when | 
the arke was caprined; if then wee are as penſiuc,as if 
wee our ſelues in our owne perſons ſuſtained that 
which rhe Church doth, thenitis an argumenr our 
griefc is ſincere. Asin Nehemiah, whom his owne 


mixed with , nay indeed proccedes from, faith, 
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Coutt could nothing cheere , or comfort, inthe 
common calamities of the Church of God. 

2 When beſides the common euils of the 
Church: wee ſuffer ſome perſonall afflitions , that 


concerne vs ſolely. If ourgriefe be truely for the | 


Churcheseuils,then, in this caſe, the ſenſe of griefe 
of the publike euils will blunt the edge of our pri. 


vate ſorrow. As intwo diſcaſes of the body, the | 


ſtone, and the goute , when they meete together, 


the griefe of the ſtone,becauſe itis the greater,doth 


rake away all ſenſe of the goute,, becauſe it is the 
lefſe: ſo heere, in a godly minde, the griefe for our 
owne priuate, isdrawned-in the greater griefe for 
the Churches publike diſtreſſes. But if it bee quite 
contrary with vs,that we cannot feele the Churches 
miſery,we are ſoaffetcd with the ſenſe of our owne 
this is more then a prefumption, that when the 
Churches afflitions were our owne , we mourned 
then for them, onely as our owne, andnotas the 
Churches; maKIng the name of the Church oncly 
avizourand imitativg Polws , that, vnderthereprec- 


ſentation of anothersgriefe, trucly, and heartily }a- 


mented the death of his owne ſonne. 

s Aﬀecttionis Defire.In the which alſo is a dou- 
ble deceit. | 

1 Whenour varnatere! deſires are cloaked with 
the name of natural, Though mens deſires arein- 


 finire, and inſatiable, yet for allthis vſnally they 
| deceiue themſelues with this, thatthey deſire onely 


a competency, neither pouerty , nor riches, but 
onely .4gars conyenient portion, Now competen- 
cieis that, which will not oncly ſerue notere , 


but 
that | 


— 
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that alſo which is fitte for our efate and calling. | 
And ſo that whith is but competent for - one eſtate 
and calling, and ſay a Magiſtrate, is ſuperfluitic for 
another, as ſay a private man. Well then, ler vs ſee 
whether it bee fo viually with our deſires ,asthey 
pretend,” that they confine themſclues within the | 
bounds of mediocrity , and comperenciec, The 
tryall will bethis, if, when they haue that which is 
competent, they chenreſt contented. For there are 
three deſires; The deſire of nature, of grace, of cor- 
ruption. Natare will be content with little: Grace 
with lcſſe: bur corr9ptionis infariable. If then there 
be no hoe with our deſires, but when they haue got 
that which themſclues, at firſt, would ſer downe 
as 4 matter of competency, yet they ſtill are like the 
crauing horſe-leaches, that cry Gize,giae, itisan ar- 
gument, itisthe defire of corruption, nor of nature, 
not of grace, Naturall thirſt is difecrned from a- 
guiſh by this, that the naturall will bee quenched 
with a draught, but the other is further proucked 
by drinking. So, when men {hall ſay, I'defirc onely 
2 ſufficiency, if I had but ſo much, 1 ſhould be well 
apaide then, and yet, when they hane that, couet. 


—_—— _— 


more greedily then eucr before;this is an Ague , a || - 


dropſie , a diſeaſe; no natural! , no kindely thirſt. 
But heere, this deceitof our deſires is fo much the | 
harder to be diſcouered , in that it is not ſo eaſe to | 
define in euery thing that which is competent. And 
ſo vnder the couer of competency wee quickly 
fall into the ſnare of pleaſure and cxceſſe. This Saint 
' | L4uſten excellently deſcribes inthe defire of meates 
\—— by like proportion we may apply 

X2._. it 


—_ 
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Difcouery, 


D:fideria natu- 
ralia finita ſunt 
ex falſaopimione 
naſcentia,vbi 
deſinantnon ba» 
bent. Nullus n, 
terminus ſalfo 
eft.Sen, 
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Sub velamine 
neceſſitatis in-= 
cidt in laquess 
voluptatis. 
Bernard. 
Conleſſ. 10. 31, 
Sed dum ad qui 


ex indigentie 
mulcſlia tranſto 
in ipſo tran{its 
mihi inſidiatur 
laqueus concur 
piſcÞnt;e. 

£c ſepe incertic 
utris adbuc ne- 
ceſſaria corporu 
cara ſubſidium 
petat, an volup- 
tuariacapidita- 
tu fallacia mi- 
nifierium ſup- 
petar, 

Ad boe interth 
bilareſett inſ@- 
lix anjma, Oe. 
Vtobtentu ſa'u- 
tis oburmbret 


| negotium vs- 


luptatis. 


ARS. 19.1.2. 


| 


etem [atietatis \ 
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itcothe defireot any other thing, ihile, faith he, 
« feeling the troubleof want, [make rowardsthe quiet 


« of fulncfle : in the very paſſage from the one to 
© the other, there lies in waite tor me the ſnare of 
« concupilſcence, And wheras our hcalth is the 
« cauſe of our eating and drinking , heere a certaine | 
*« dangerouspleaſure ioynes it ſelte as a hand-maid, 
* and yet for the moſt part Jabours to goe before, 
«© that it may ſceeme to be done for her ſake, whether 
* Tay I doc,or would doc for my healths ſake. 
« But chere is not the ſame meaſure of both. For 
** that which is enough for heaktb, is too lictle for de- 
« light, Anditis often vncertaine whether the neede 
©*« of my body crane more, or the voluptuous deceit 
*ofmy appetire. At this vncertaintic my- vahap- 
*« pie ſoule reioyceth,asat the matter of her excuſe 
** and defence, being glad that it doth not appearc 
* whats ſufficient for health, that fo vnderthepre- 
** tence of health, ſhee may ſhadow her intempe- 
« rancy. 

2, Deccitis, when our carnaand worldly de- 


1 fires are accounted of vs as ſþiritna//, This deceit 


falleth out in this caſe, when in one and the ſelfe- 
ſamething which wec dcfire, there is matter fit to 
giue contentment toboth theſe deſires. As in S1- 
on Mages his defire of the gifts Apoſtolicall; be. 


ſides the excellency of the gifts themſclues , fir 
matter for a holy deſire, there was alſo profit, and 
glory that might enſuc, fix matter to prouoke the 
carnall deſire,» Sizm:0x would ferme to be deuour 
and ho!y, and to deſire the gifts for themſelues, for |- 


that worthy reckoning he had of them ; But Peter 
"felt | 


——— 
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{mel our the clole deceit that lutked in his heart, 


and ſaw that it was a fleſhly deſire, looking toward | 


lucre.So the Apoſtle ſrith, He that deſireth the office 
of 4 Biſhop, deſireht a worthy worke : Yet that deſire 
which many hauc ofit, how deccitfull is it? The 
worke deſired is worthy : the deſire thereofin ma- 
ny is moſt baſe and vnworthy : For though there 
bee fit matter in this office to kindlea holy and ſpi- 
rituall deſire ; namely , the beautie 'of the office it 
ſclfe, Gods glory and mans faluation, ſhining in the 
very face thereof; yet withall chere is ſome mat- | 
ter to ſtirre vp a crooked and couctous deſire, 
namely, thc hope ofgaine in afar Benefice, Here a 
couetous Balaam will hide his baſe deſire of the re- 
ward of the office, with a pretence, ofa fpirituall de- 
fire ofthe office it ſelfe. Such is the deceit of thoſe 
that buy Livings vnder this pretence, that they de- 
lire to exerciſe theirgifts, which otherwiſe, the ini- 

uitie of the times being ſuch , th not haue 
1 viſcof. Soalſo in the matter of mMriage, this 
deceit is very vſuall. The party affefcd hath pietie 
matchable both to perſon and portion, and yer 
both theſe in good meaſare too: Here one too much 
wedded to the VVarld , or to the fleſh , will cloake 
hisaffe&ion to portion or perſon, with apretence of 
affetion to Pietic ; as though that had the prehe- 


minence in ſwaying of his deſires; where happily, 

if che heart be truly ſearched, che contrary will ap- 
re. 
The diſcouery ofthis deccitis , when the matter | 

that ſhould ſatisfic the carnail delire being taken 


2way, thereanely remaineth the inuiter and inciter 
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of the ſpirituall and holy.For ifchen wee deſire not 
as feruently as before, wee may iultly feare fraud in 
our delires. Here coo/ed deſires are crafty, decaying, 
deceining, flinching, falſe. 

5 Confidence. 6. AﬀeRion is Confidence, Where the deceitis, 
The deceit» | tg thinke weetruſtin God, when indeed weetruſt 
onely in the meanes. The deceit is, both when wee | 
kauethe meanes, and when wee wantthem. The 
$o4 Jiſcc uery | deceitof both isdiſcouered by our behaviour to. | 
| | wards God in the preſence of the meancs. Forif 
| then wee giue ouer praying to Go», orabate of 
our feruencie in ſuing and ſceking to him for his 
helpe , wee may well doubt of cur confidence. 
Forif wee doc truely relieon God , as on him who 
is ſufficient without meanes, and without whom 
cuenthe moſt ſufficient meanes are altogether in- 
ſufhcient , why. then doe wee beginne foto ſecure 
our ſclues, and lay aſide all feare, when once wee 
are fenced yjgþ che meancs? Againe , having beene 
ſo confide comfortable in the enioyment of 
| the meanes , if afrerward in the time of danger, 
when the meanes faile vs, wee looſe this confidence, 
anJ ſhew our ſclues faint and hartleſſe Cowards; 
this alſo is another conuition of deceitin our 
conkdence. So both theſe wayes is. our confi- 
dence found outte bee deccitfiilt, both by exceſſe 
* ſpirit .in peace , and by -wamt of ſpiricin trou- 

rr" 

The '!tke deceits might bee ſhewed in divers other 
afteRtiovs. But the Worke growing bigger then | | 
thoughtitwould', I forbeare. So much then ſhall 
ſuticero hauc ſpoken concerning the deceitfulneſſe 


w: of 
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ofthe affetions; as alſo concerning the wholc do” 
Arine ofthe deceitfulnefle of the heart, 


CrHar, XXVLI. 


Of the greaineſſe of the hearts deceitfulntſſe, and of the 
cauſe of her deceitfulneſſe. 


Auingthus ſpoken of the deceitfulneſſe of 
mans heart, it remaineth that now wee 
ſhould ſpeake of thoſe three 111uſtrations, 

which in the beginning we notcd the Propher vcd 

to ſet it forth-by. 

The firſt is, from the greatneſle of this deceitful- 

neſle. It is deceitfull, ſayes the Propher, Above al 
things. Aboueall things ? what , aboue Sathan that 
| eld Serpent? Che meaning is not, thar our hearts 
hauc morecraft then Sathan, whois an old trained 
Souldier, and is Craft{-maſter in this Art, wee be- 
ing but punies, and as of yeſterday vnto him, who is 
of many thouſand yeares ſtanding-bur that that de 
ceit which is in our hearts, in regard of vs, andthe 
dangerous conſequences thereof to vs, is greater 
then thatin Sathan, 

1. Asto- murder ones ſelfe is a greater matter 
then to murther another, though he doe nor vſe the 
like crueley in tabbing and wounding of himſelfe, 
which is often vſedin the killing of others : So alſo, 
todeceiue ones ſelfc(which isatſoa ſpiritnall kinde 
-of murther) is a greater deceir'then to/deceiue ano- 
X 4 ; ther 
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Illuſtrations of 
the hearts de- 
ceitfulnefic. 
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| cher. And to in this ſence the deceirfulncile of our 


hearts may be ſaid to bee aboue Sathans, becauſc it 
deceiueth ir ſe/fe, though Sathan in hisdeccits bec 
farre more cunning and wily. | 

2. This amplificth the deceit, when the perſon 
deceeiuing, is our tamiliar friend , one in whom wee 
| repoſe ſpeciall confidence. See Pſel. 5. 12.13. $0 
is it here. Sathan is nothing ſo neare vs as our 
owne hearts, thatarc parts of our ſclucs, Sathan is 
withour vs, andif we reſiſt him by faich , hee flieth 
from vs; but our hearts are within vs, and though. 
we reſiſt never ſo much, yet this deceiver till Qick- 
cth cloſe vnto vs : Sothat Sathan ſometimes leagues 
vs for a ſeaſon, and wee are rjot troubled with him, 
or his deccits, But our owne heares,they ncuer leaue 
vs, they dogge and follow vsat all cimes, in all pla. 
ces, vpon all occaſions ſtill ready furniſhed with de- 
ceit, to beguile vs. 

3- Our owac hearts can deceiue vs of themſelues 
withont Sathan- Sathan cannot without our bearers. 
And therefore in regard of vs, our owne hearts de- 
ceitfulneſſcis farre the greater, as that which giveth 
Sathan all his aduantage againſt vs. Hee ©onld not 
deceiue our Sauiour,becaule there was no deceitin 
| our Sauiours heart, 

TheYſe. This muſt teach vs to account of our 
ſclues as of our chicfeſt enemics weeareto contend 
#ithin this ſpiricuall conflit. The Apoſtle fiirres 
| vp to watchfulnelſle and circumſpeRion, by ſetting 
before vs the (trengthof the Deuil), as being pow- 
cs and Principakties, farre tronger then fleſh and 
bloud: But there by fleſh awd blowd the Apoltle mea- 
neth 


es. t , __ 
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et 
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neth, not ſo much the corr9p7ion, as the weakneſſe of 
our nature. As if heſhould haue ſaid, Wee baue not 
onely ro conflit with! weake fraile men, hike our 
ſelues, that are butficth and bloud ; but with farre 


the Deuils. For thecorruprion of our hearts is onr 
reateſt aduerſary; this corrupt heart of ours is de- 
ceitfull aboueallthings - cuen Sathan himſelfe in 
ſome ſort, as wee have ſhewed. And therefore wee 
muſt bend our forces againſt our (clues, as well as 
againſt Sathan. Yea , the way indecd to overcome 
Sathan,is firſt coovercome our ſelucs and wee muſt 
ſo take beed to our (clues, of other enemies, that 
we muſt alſo take heed of our ſelues, as enemies. A 
"ching worth the noting it is, that the inceſtuous 
perſon deliuered vp to Sathan, did yet repent, and 
come out of Sathans power. But menonce deline 
red to themſclues, the luſts and deceirs of their 
owne hearts , arc branded our of the Scripture , as 
men in amolt fearcfull and deſperate caſe, There» 
fore Pew/in his owne perſon deſcribing the ſpiricu- 
all ighr, andthe aducrſary a Chriſtian is ſpecially 
tocncounter with, lingles out the body of finne,this 
naughty flc{h. 7 fg bt mor , ſaith the Apoſtle, as beating 
the azre,and (ceing no aduerſary, bur I ſee my aduer- 
ſary, and ſtrike at him: And who may this Aduerſa. 
ry be? Hetels us in the next words; 7 beat downe my 
bedy, that is not this outward man, but the bodie of 
| finne, the maſle ofcorruption, both in the ſoule and 
in the body. 
The ſecond 11uſtration is from thecauſe ofthis de- 
ecitfulnefle; namely, the wickednefle of our —_ 
| ec 


more powerfull and puiſſant Aducrſarics, namely, 
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Ita caue tibi vt 
cauceas teijſum 


1.Cor, $. 5* 
2, Cor. 16.7»: 


Rom, 1. 24. | 
Pſal. 8x, 1%* 


1.Cor.g,29- 
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3. The cauſc 
| of it, 
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T he deceitfulueſſeof mans heart. | Hh 


The heart, faith the Prophet is deccitfull aboue all 
things, andes#{'; in this latrer- clauſe ſhewing the 
cauſe of that ſpoken in the former. 

Here twothings are to be cleared, 1. VWhatthis 
ilincſle of the heartis. 2. How itisa cauſc of the 
hearts deceitfulneſle, | 


For the firſt; The heart is cui!l, = Totally, 


—— 


I. Itis tora{{yeuill, and thattwo wayes - Firſt,the 
whole ſoule is in cuill: And ſecondly , whole exilis in 
che ſoule. 

1. The whole ſoule is euill - this gal of bitter- 


neſſe. The Conſcience is full of blind feares, terrors, 
and torments; or clſe ſearedand ſencelefle. The Mc- 
mory ſlippery, and wateriſh, to receiue and retaine 
any good impreſhons; but of a marble firmeneſſe to 


obſequious to the Deuill;in his hands as waxe , but 
{tifte and hardas clay in Gods. The afte&ions allo 
arewholly diſordered, perucrily ferting themſelucs 
vpon wrong obics:in ſtead of bathing themſclues 


| tn the {weet fountaines of lining: waters , they [wi- 
nifhly lic crumbling ia filcby and mirie puddlcs.1f in | 


the 


2.0rigizally, 
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| 
| 
| 
| 


nefle hath imbittercd, this leaucn hath ſowred, this 
leproſie hath infeRed, not this part,or that, but the 
wholc and cuery part, Eucn from the vnderſtan- | 
ding, as it were the crowne ofthe head, tothe afte- 
Aions, asit were the ſoales-of the feete, there is no» 
thing but boyles and botches. Whereofread a moſt 
lively deſcription, Ezech. 16. Inour Voderſtanding 
there isa very ſea of ignorance, vncapable it is of 
og ——_ ,and yet wiſe and witticin wicked- 


| 


7 


bold faſt chat which is cuill. The will plyable and | 


£ 


' 
7 
' 


theeyethere bec a beame of wickednefle : O then | 
the great ſtackthat is in heart ! And if the tangue | 
but che inſtrument ofthe heart , bee ſuch a world of 
wickednelle, an varnly cui}l, what then is the heart? 
The whole frame ofour heatts is continually euill, | 
Othe rout and rabble of filthy and impure thougkts | 
that lurke in this dungeon ! Thertermple irwas once | 
ofthe Holy Ghoſt; but now, as it fareth with many | 
marteriall eemples; which as ir is reported throuph | 
couetoulneſle of Incloſers, arc become ſtables tor | 
hotſes: ſo this glorious templeis becomea linking | 
ſtie, and ſtable of vncleane ſpirits, a cage of vncleane 
birds, aden of theeues, a receptacle of all manner of 
pollution, 

I 1. All euill, the whole body of finne; that is, the 
ſceds and ſpawneseuen ofthe vileſt corruptions are 
in the heart of man. Naturally the beſt of vs haue 
an inclinableneſle euen to the moſt odious and 
loathſome linnes. As in that Chass at firſt Creation 
there werethe ſeeds ofall the creatures , fire, aire, 
water, heauen,carth; fo in mans heart of all ſins. Vp. 
on which let but the ſpiric of Sathan moue, as once 
the ſpirit of God vpon the chaos,& with the warmth 
of his temptations beatcir, and no lefle vgly Mow 
ſters will proceed owt of our hearts , then did once 
goodly creatures out of that chavs; Hence it was 
that thoſethings which D414 ſpake of certaine vile 
notoriaus wicked {1nners,tbat their rhr0at was 41 0- 
pen ſepulchre, the gall of Aſþrs was under their tongue, 


- he deceitfulneſſe of mans beart. | | 


| &c. areapplyed by S. Pan/to cucty mothers childe 
| of vs: Forthere is neuera barrel! better herring, But 
| asthe holy Pcouetbe is, Asiu water face anſwereth to 


face, 
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| and thediſpoſition of our owne ſoules. And thus ' 
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f ace,ſo doth the heart of man to man. Theimage ofour 
face in the water is no more like our face it (clfe, 
then our heart is like the hearteuen of the vileſt m- 
ſer chateuer was. And when we ſee ſuch monſters in 
them, as in looking-glaſſes, wee may ſce our ſelucs, 


we {ce how the heart is rorath euill. 

2+ Itis alſo originally euill. Euill did not begin 
firſt to pollute thy hand, thy eye, thy care orany of 
thy outward parts, but it began with thy heart, to 
ſeat and neſile it ſclfe there, & from thence todiffuſe 
and ſcatter it poyſon into the externall members. 
Ont of the heart, ſaith our Sauiour , come marthers, 
aaulteries, thefts, blaſphemics, & ſuch like Ntuffezenen 
as the rivers out ofthe Sea. This is the fountaine, 
from whence all the ſtreames of corruption flow : 
this is the wombe, in which all theſe monſters are 
concciued: this isthe (hcll,in whichtheſc Cockatri- 
ces arc hatched. Thus wee ſee how we areto vndcr- 
ſtand this doArine of the hearts deceitfulneſle. 

The/Y ſe, 1. Againſt the Papiſts,that do ſomething 
leſſen this wickednefle,and will haue ſome reliques 
of goodnefle toremaine, ſome freedome of willto 
apply it ſelfero good, II. To reach vs alltrue hu- 
miliftion in the ſight of our owne naturall deformi- 
tic. No outward ornaments ſhould ſo lift vs vp, as 
our outward filthines ſhould takevs down. Artthou 
troubled with pride? I can preſcribe thee no better 
remedic, then to looke vpen the face of thy beart,in 


| the glafle ofthe Word. For therethou ſhalt ſeethy | 
; elfe ſuch an vgly , naſtie, forlorne, miſhapen crea- | 
| ture,that thou canſt nor chuſe bur grow out of love | 


with | 
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with thy ſelfe. Itis thy ignorance that maketh thee 
ſo proud. If thou knewelt thy (elfe what thou werr, 
and haddcſt eyes to ſee this ſinke hole, and what a 
deale of baggage paſſcth daily through ir , thou 
wouldeft bealhamed of thy felfe. God isa God of 
purceyes,and cannot take any pleaſurein evill: And 
wilt thou thentake any pleaſurein thy ſelfe , being 
euill, and nought bur cuill, yea being but a very ſtin- 
king dung- hill of euill ? Whatſocuer thy out- (ide 
may be, be ir neuer fo faire, thy in-ſide is nought; 
thou art bur like one of the Agyptian temples, very 
lorious and beautifull without, but enter in, and no- 
Hiog to be ſeenc, buta Serpent, or ſome ſuch vene- 
mous creature. Such litters and ſwarmes are there 
in our heartes, of vainc,vile,baſe,ftlrhy,and diſhono- 
rablethoughts, affe&ions , deſires. Very 1hrogh- 
fatres are they for Sathans impure ſuggeſtions to 
walke vp and downe inzin regard ofmurtherous and 
malirtious thoughts, very ſaughter houſeszin regard 
of vncleane luſts, very ffewes and brothel houſes z in 
regard of the heate of boyling concupiſcence, very 
bor-houſes, and as the Prophet ſpeaketh , like a Ba- 
kers Onan, Shall any now bragge of his owne good 
nature,orcracke with thePhariſce,that he is not ſo 
badas other men, he is no extortioner , or opprel- 
ſour, &c. Yes, thou blinde and boaſting Phariſce, 
thou haſt the ſeedes of extortion and oppreſſionin 
thee; yea,and of all other ſinnes beſides. Andtheſc 
would breake forth in thee, did not God, by his wile 
and powerfull op. 095 ee thy corruption. 
By nature, the beſt, the mildeſt, and meekeſt man is 
Py Tyger and Lion. And wouldeſt thou —_ 
that 
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that Lyon to be ofa beeter nature then bis fellowes, 
who therfore docs no hurt as they doe, becauſe he is 
not looſe as they are,but chayned vp? Where Gods 
' renewing grace hath not changed our nature, itis 
only the powerful reſtraint ofhis providence which 
keepeth men from the very outrage of villany. 
Shall we then be proud, becauſe wee are free from 
thoſe offences, into which others breake forth, and 
thinke we are made of ſome better mould? Nay,our 
nature is as vitoward, and as deeply poyſoned with 
rebellion as theirs, Therefore rather ſhould we be 
humbled in ſeeing them, For, as was ſhewed, in them 
wee may fce our ſclues what wee arc. Peraduenture 
thou baſt ſome good parts of wit, memory , &c. to 
commend thee. Yet for all theſe, thy heart is euill, 
yea, without a ſpiritual! change, ſo much the worſe, 
by how much thoſe parts are the better. Euen as 
the more fruitfull the ſoile is, fo much the more will 
it abound with Thiſtles, vnleſſc it berilled, And the 
Lord knoweth the thoughts of thewiſerbatis,fuch as 
excell innaturall gifcs,that are the choyſeſt and moſt 
| picked men, euen the very flowre of the reſt ] that 
they are Vaine, 

IT I,*Heere Parents,and all they who ftand char- 
ged with the education of youth , muſt remember 
their duty. The heart of man in generall, the heart 
of all mankind , is ſtrangely, and ſtrongly wicked. 
{ Even in the heart of a yong childe,as Sa/omon ſaycs, 


as ©Moſesſayes,the thoughts of mans hearr are euill, 
cuen from his child-hood. This corruption then of 
nature muſt be ſubdued berimes,cIſt ic willgrow to 
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there is a brndle , and packe! of folly laide vp. And | 
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that head, that ic will be incurable. Looke what skill, 
and dexterity is required to tame a wild beaſt, which 
had neede bee gone about very carely, whiles iris 
buta little whelpe, the ſame, nay farre greater, is re- 

uired co tame and meeken this wilde, this woluiſh, 
andliofiiſh nature of ours, that it may become tra- 
Aable to Gods hand. 

IV. This ſerues to take away the excuſe whichisſo 
rife in the mouths of many, that when they ſweare, | 
ſpeak vaincly , or do otherwiſe amiffe, yerthey haue | 
as good hearts as the beft.VVhar is the reaſon then 
they hauc fo bad tongues ? Ont of the abundance of 
the heart the month peaketh, When I ſee the ſmoake 
comming ont of the top of the chimney, ſure I am 
there is ſome fire on the hearth. VVhen the flouds of 
corruption come guſhing out at thy cyes , cares, 
hands , mouth , there muſt acedes be a fountaine 
withinin thy hcare. Foritis the heart thatis ori- 
ginally euill. And therefore excellently Salomon, 
haning deſcribed the wickednefle of " fow mens 

es, mouthes,feere, hands, atlaſt, giuingthe reaſon 
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creof, ſayes, Lewd things are in thy htart. Andin 
another place, hauing ſaid, :be 1honghts of rhe wicked ——_ I | 
ave abbomination to the Lord; hee addeth by way | pro. x5, 26. 
of oppoſition, but the words of the pure ave pleaſant. 
The oppoſition ſeemed rather to require that hee 
ſhould hane ſaid, Bat ;he :honghts; Bur by this kinde | 
ofoppolition Salomon would teach, that the words | | 
oſour mouthes are according to the thoughts of our | 
hearts. And therefore it is idle to tatke ofa cleanc | 
heart , whtn thou haft a foule mouth. | 
V. This teacheth vsa right method in the py 
Riſe | 
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Riſe of repentance. That muſt firſt bee reform ed, | 
which was firſt deformed. Now as we hauc ſhewed 
the beart is originally euill , that is the treaſurie and 
ſtore-houſe of wickedneſſe : Therefore the firſt 
thingin repentance,mulſt bee the rinſing and clean- 
ſing of the heart. 1ifione had begunne in hy out- 
ward man, then ſhould thy reformation alſo ; Bur 
Enes heart was poyloned before hereic. And there- 
fore I doc nor ſo well like their adviſe,that wiſh men 
in repentance £0 a with outward abſtinence 
from ſinne, as thecaltcr, and ſo by degrees to come 
tothe inward mortification of it, He were an vn- 
skilfullPhbyficion, that when the head-ach is cauſed 
by the diſicmperature ofthe ſtomacke, would apply 
outward remedics to the head, before hee bad pur- 
ged the ſtomake , where lies rhe mater that 

thediſcaſe, The hcart, as our Sauiour teacheth,is an 
euill treaſury, furcharged with the ſuperfluitics of all 
wickednefle, and hence flowes corruption,and hath 
4 continualleruption in the outward man; So that 
it is impoſſible, the outward man,oraRtions thereof 


vnpurged. Things in theraſclues good comming yet 
Mea... ada ,are ——_ Therefore bo 
lomen excellently ſaycs, that not onely the pride of 
wicked mens cycs, and hearts , butcuen their very 
plowing that is, whaiſocucr they docin thingslawful 
as cating, drinking, {lceping , yea,in the ſervice of 
God, is zune, Liſten wethen rather tothe ___" 
counlell, 0 lersſalem waſh thine heart,and tothe As 
poltles,Cleanſe your bearts you (inners.Let monethinks 
they are reformed enough when they haue brought| 
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their outward man to ſome ciuillcontormity , their 
hearrs yet inwardly ſweliing againe,rill they areres- 
{ dy ro burſt, with aboundance of cuill and noy ſome 
luſt, No, the heart, as itisthe fountaine of this »«- 
tural life; and as at firſt it was the fountaine of a /iy 
/ullife; fo alſo muſt itbethe fountaine of a ſpiritu.; 
life;that as inthe motion of the primum mob;le in the 
heauens,al the inferiour ſpheres are moucd together 
with it: ſo here, the heart being ſpiritually _ 
by the holy Ghoſt,in che work of conuerſion,al ou 
ontwardparts may moue together with it; every on 
of them recciuing from it, as troma good treaſurye 
their ſcucrall portions of goodnes. Mat. 12.Pr0.4. 
So much for the firſt point, what this wickednes 
is. The ſecond is, that this wickedneſſe of the heart 
is the cauſe of this deceitfulneſſe: which is the mea- 
ning of the Prophets coniun&ion of wickedneſle 
with deceitfulnefle in this place.. For this property, 
of deceirſulnieſſe is by the Apoſtle ginen to ſine: 
and ſo our hearts come tobe deceitfull , as they arc, 


ſo makes it eaſie to bee deceiued, and to miſtake 

Wee ſee howeafily blinde /ſaxtt miſto»>ke the youn 

ger ſonne for the elder. As cafily are our blind heart 

decciued, miſtaking the motions of the flcſh for the! 
ſpirit, ſuggeſtions of Sathan, for the voyce of the ho-/ 
ly Ghoſt, pretences and colours of zeale, for true 
-and naturall z6ale,&c, Thetcafter therefore as ſtnne; 
is more otleflein the heart, '{o'is deceit, The moſt! 
god ly men, by reaſon they are not wholly free from 
Inne', have alſo experience 'of this deceitfulneſle ;f 


'Butthe decettfoliefſe of wicked mens hearts is farre!| 
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in the braine, and (oleſſc able todeceiue. The Scrip- 


| vsin the end, wharſocuer beour profeſſion of religi. 


| of a goodand honeſt heart, which onely they that arc 


| honeſt man will not deceiue another , with whom, 


T he aeceitfulneſſeof mans heart. ; Aj | 


In 


Breater, by reaſon that (inne in them is farre greater, | 
©zen in his fuil ſtrength and vigor, bur in the godly 
ſinneis asit were wounded in the head, and crazcd 


curecals ſinne 1n the godly, the o/d man , Now olde 
men thatare ready ro;dote forage, arc twice chil. | 
dren, and haue nogreat ſtore ofcrafe. | 

This muſt reach vs, as we deſire in the profeſſion 
of religion, not to beedeceiued by onr owne hearts, 
ſo to purge , to rinle, and renew them daily by re. 
pentance, not ſuffering the leaſt ſin to be harbourcd 
there. Forif we haue an cuill heart, afteRing and 
nouriſhing but any one (inne, this heare will-decciue 


on. /udas may be an example for vs. His heart was an 
cuill heart,a couetous heart, euen in the greateſt heat 
of bis following Ghriſt, and preaching the Word, 
Therefore alſo it proucd adeceitfull heart,and at laſt 
betrayed him into the hands of that fearcfull ſin of 
betraying his Maſter. Neither is there any other 
reaſon why thoſe forward and feruent ones, inthe 
parable ofthe ſtony ground fell away , but the want 


figured by the lait kinde of gronnd hauc. For asan 


ſo neither will an honeſt heart deceive the man bim-| 
ſclfein whomit is, This was the reaſon why P6«-| 
ra0h and other, their firs of godlineſle did not laſt; 
becauſc there was no/truc change of their naughty | 
and corrupt hearts, Remember wee then the Apo- | 
ſtles warning, Take heed leaſtthere bre in you ay evil 
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heart, todepart away from the lining God. W herechere | 
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is an vnſound heart, there will be Apoſtacy inthe 
end, wharſocuer thowes bemade. For an euill hear 
is alwayesa deceitfull hearr. | 

Againe, this muſt further teach vs not to truſt 
them,in whom we doediſcerne an euil and vnſound 
heart, lertheir outward ſhowes be never ſoglorious, 
For an cuill heart will decetue the man himſclfe in 
whom it is, much more will it deceiue others. How 
now can any man fafely repoſe any confidence in an 
vnregenerarte friend or ſeruant, whoſe hearts are eui! | 
and vnrenewed, though otherwiſe neuer fo ciuilly 
honeſt? Whar aſſurance can I Eauc of bim,that hath - 
none of himſelfe? Or how ſhould I thinke he would 
not deceiue mee, who inthe end muſt necdes de- 
ceiue himſelfe ? 
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of the wnſcarchableneſſe of the heart, and of ſixenotes | 
to difconer it. 


S2F thetwo former illuſtrations of the hearts | ' 
yd þ deceitfulneſle, the greatar ſe of it, that itis 
ND deceitfullabone all nay. the ceaſe of it, A 
that it is wicked , wee haue ſpoken: The third Lo ct | 
illuſtration followes, which is fromthe w»ſearcha. | otic. Where is | 
\V | Slemeſſe of it , who can know it? that is, fewor | * | 
| | | nonecan know,nor onely others;but not their owne 
hearts. 

| Objee?, This may ſeeme to be againſt that of the 
| | | Apoſtle; No men knoweth what is in man, ſane God,and 
A, Y 2 th: | 
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the ſpirit of may, CAnſw. Man knowerh his inward 
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choughts, purpoſes, and deſires , bue the frame and | 
diſpoſition of his heart hee knowes nor, nor yer al-| 
waies the qualities of thoſe thoughts, whither they | 
tend, what fecreer deceit lyes and lurkes in them, Hee | 
chinks that lawfull, which is indeede vnlawful. Thers | 
fore David cryed out, Wbo knoweth the errours of hu | 
fe? Asitfareth withthe eye, which ſeciag other | 
things, ces nor it ſelle,northe face wherein ic (taa- | 
derh,ſo is it with our hearts, knowing other things, | 
yet ignorant of themſclues, ſtrangers at home: We 
know not what we are in preſent, much lefſe what | 
wee {hall be hereafter, intryall and temptation. So | 
that that which S/owon ſpeaketh of Kings bearts; | 
The heancens in h:42ht, and theearthin deepeneſſe, and | 
the King: hrart, can no man finde out,in regard of their | 
ſecret proies and deſignes, is true alſs of all our | 
bearrs,inregard ofcheir ſecret wickednes. Men think 
mdced chatthey kaowthemſelues well cnough. And | ' 
ic isgrowneinto a Prouerbiall kinde of ſpeech, I | 
| know it as well as my felfe. Whercas in truth chere 
is nothing wherein we are more ignorant. An eui- 
dentargument whereof'is thar pride and ſelfe plea- 
fjng, tkarnaturally isin vs all, If thou haddeſt once 
ſcene whatan vgly & deformed face thy heart hath, 
if thou knewelt what horrible filthines and corrup- 
tion were encloſed inthy heart, this would humble 
& abaſethee, both before God and manzthis would 
bring thee quire out of heart, and conceir withthy 
ſelfe, and make thee accordingto the & poſtles pre- | 
cept, thinke thy ſelfe worſe then any other.. - Butalas, | 
how ſwell wee ina-conceitef our owneexcellehcy ? | 
| | how 
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how ſtretch wee our our plume? how deſpiſe wee 
in others regard of our ſelves? when yer if wee 
throughly ſaw the cloſe corruptions of our owne 
hearts , we ſhould thinke the worſt better chen our 
ſelues. Yea,in our very prayers, ſpeaking toGod, how 
farre are we from the true humbling, bowing , and 
proſtrating our ſpirits before the Lord ? Whereas if 
weſaw and felt our poverty and miſery , we ſhould 
ſpeake ro God,as the poore beggerly wreech doth to 
the rich man. The poore man, ſaith Salomon , ſpeakerh 
ſupplications, When a man comes abroad with his 


| face full of ſpots, itis a(ignethathe knowes not of 


them , that he did not vic the Looking pglaſle before 
he came out : A farremore certaine ſtgneitis, that 
as yct we haue not in the Law ſeene the faces of aut 
hearts, when wecan ſo boldly and impudently come 
both. into Gods and mans preſence, with groſle cor- 
ruptions vnwaſhen out. VV hen 70b ſaw in Gods glo- 
ry as ina glaſle, his owne corruption,how was hee 
preſently meekned? then helayes the hand on rhe 
mouth, abhorres himſelfe in duſt and athes, and vi- 
lifics himſefero the full. Peternlſo vpon like occali- 
oncries out; Depart Lord from me, 1 am a ſinfall man. 
According to our humility is our knowledge.of our 
ſelues. The more wee ſec our corruption, the geacer 
will be our humilitic. When Pas! ſaw the filthy pud- 
dle of cancupiſcence that was in him , then was hee 
ehroughly craken downe indeed. Before he ſeemed to 
bee alive to bimſelfe, but this ſo gaſtly a ſight of the 
filthy viſage ofhis owne heart, as athis firlt conuer- 
Ba iralmoſt f{xncke him. dead, fo longafterit made 
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bim cry out ; 7 am carnal :. Miſcrable man that I am. 
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T he deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


Our great pride therfore argues preat ignorance, our | 
little bumility, bur little knowledge of our own harts 
The Y ſe. 1. Let vs pot beare out our (clues too 
much vpon any mans udgement. Forif wee know | 
not our ſclues, and ſo May bee decciucd in our 
ſclues, much lefſe then can others know vs, and | 
lo, farre moreceafily may they bee deceiued in vs. | 
l indze not my ſelfe, ſaith the Apoſtle, for rhongh 1 
know nothing by my ſelfe,yet am I not thereby tpſtified. 
He that iudgeth meis the Lord, who isgreater then 
our hearts, Euen the beſt have many ſecret faults, 
which they (pie nor, & therefore haue need to pray : 
Lordileanſe vs from onr ſecret ſins, Though our owne 
hearts condemne vsnot, yet may we notpleaſec our 
ſelues therein,but ſtill dread wee the ſecret deceit of 
our harts,ſo vaſt gulfes, that the bottomecan hardly 
be ſounded. As Socrates in reading a Booke paue 
this cenſure; thoſe things which I vnderſtand, are 
200d, ſo alſo, I thinke,arcthoſe things I vnderſtand 
not - ſo in indging ofour hearts , contrarily ; that 
| which Ihauefound out, & doediſcerne in my heart 


þ 
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is exceedingill;ſo I thinke is that alſo which as yet I 
doe not diſcerne. By that little wee hauc already 
found out, ſhould we indge ofthe reſt, 

I 1. Here is comfort for Godschildren, who ſce- 
ing their owne corruptions,, are exceedingly caſt 
downe , and aftrighted with fo fearefull a fight. But 
wee mull learne to diſtinguiſh berweene corruption 
ſeene,, and the ſeeing of corruption. The corruption 
which weſce, offereth matter of diſcomfort; but the 
(ceing of corruption yceldethgreatcomfore, For | 
here the Prophertelleth vs, that no- man can know 
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ic, namely, of himlelfe , and by rhe light of his owne 
reaſon onely. An argument therefore that God 
bath annoyntcd thy eyes with ſpirituall eye-ſalue, is, 
when he hath thus enabled thee to ſee thy @wne cor- 
ruption, Comfort thy ſelte then in this worke of 
Gods metcy, and aſlure thy ſcltechat that God who 
bath given thee to {ce will giue theealſain time, to 
ſubdue thy ſcenc and difl.ked corruptions. 

I TE. This muſt reach vs to trauell with our owne 
hearts,in bringing them toa light of their owne cor- . 
ruptions. If wee be admoniſhed of ſome man , with 
whom weconuerſe, that he is falſe and hollow, how 
will wee labour to finde him our, and deteR him ? 
| The Scripture hach giuen vs warning of our owne | 
hearts , thatthey arcdeepe and deceicfull beyond all 
meaſure. Doth it notthen ſtand vs in hand to labour 
tofinde out this deceit and wickednefſe ? Whar a 
lhame is this, that man who flyes vp into rhe hea- 
uens,and deſcendsdowne into the deeps, & knowes 
1! other things, ſhould yer onely not know himſelfe 
that hee (hould dig into the belly of the earth for 
gold & (ilyer,and (ſhould not dig into his owne heart 
| co purge out the droſſe which hath corrupre-dall 
that gold whichgrew there 8t the firit ? 

Here none may diſcourage himlſelfe with theſe 
words, Who can know it? for they argue not an veter : 
impoſhblitic, but an exceeding difthculties VVhich 
{hould ſharpen our deſires and endeauours, for the 
getting of this knowJedge. 

For firſt, there are certaine diſcoveries, whereby 
euen others may come to the knowledge of our 
hearts in ſame meaſure, And ſecondly ,in the word 
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Meanecs of diſ- 


COUC:Y, 


1 Diſcouery. 
by the Word. 


Hoſ 7.1. 


Rom.7.9+ 


| Luic 22.51 


2.Diſcouery, 


by Afton, 


—— — 


of God there arc infallible Notes , whereby exami- | 
a'ng our hearts, wee our ſelues may know them, | 
when others cannot ſo well. | 
For the firſt. Thereare lixc more cſpeciall meanes 


| oftryal), and Gifcouery of our hearts. 


1. Is-the remelatioa of Gods word, whether the 
Law-or Goſpell. For whereas corruption lay a-{leepe 
in vs before the ſound of-the word awakens and in- 
rages it: When 7 would hane healed 1ſrae! ; namely, by | 
the admonitions and rcbukes ofthe word, then the! 
| iniqutie of Ephraim was diſconered, laiththe Prophet, 
Before the Law came , Pan/ felt ſinne more quict, as| 
if it had bcene dead:but (ayes he, when the Law came, 
then ſinne reniued. T he hike our Sautour (hewes of 
the Goſpell,that when it comes,it ſets men together 
by the eares, onely becauſe it worketh vpon their 
corruption, which being by ,this meancs exaſpera- 
ted, ſhewes it ſelfe. 

2. Is af{i&#ion, both priuate and perſonall; asalſo 
publike in the perſecution of the Church, The Sea, 
when it is calme weather, is as ſtill and quiet as any 
river : but letthe windes once riſe, and you ſhall ſee 
a difference : Then you ſhaltfeenothing but raging | 
and torming,and foming out mire & dirt; In peace 
wicked menscorruptions lye hid, then they will car-| 
rie themſelues to God and man more moderatly : 
butlet God lay afition on ther, andthen as Sa- 
than. falſely charged /0b , ſee ifthey will not ſpit the. 
very poylon of their blaſphemy inthe face of God | 
bimſelfe. Yea, theregenerate man himſelfe would | 
hardly thipke there were ſo much infidelitie, impati- | 
ency, fcowardneflc,rebcllion,faint-heartednes, = | 
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ofthe world, and ſuch like corruprions, as he hall 
finde and feele experience in the day of aftli- 
Aion. Theretore doth /awes call afflitions, temprta- 
tions, becaule they ſerue ro try vs whatis in vs, and 
ro diſcouer the bidden corruption of our hearts. As | 
Moſes telleth the If{raclities, Godcherefore humbled | 
chem with want, to proue chem , andto know what 
was inthem, thatis, to make knowne, Here was | 
the tryall of Abrahams ſound heart, when God laid 
that crofſe vpon him, thar gricuous commande- 


| ment of killing'his onely lonne with his own hands; 


Now ] know, laith God,ihon feare/t me,that is, as A4:.- 
ſtenexpounds it : Now [| have madeit knowne: For 
God is ſaid roknow,when he makes vs to know-and 
in ſuch ſpceches, hee tels vs of his owne working of 
knowledge in vs,not of his owne knowledge. So we 
lay aioyfull day,and ſad weather, onely becaule of the 
eftets in vs. For did not God know betore that 4- 
brahams fearcd him ? yes well enough, Bur Abraham 
did not know it before ſoclearely and certaivly; For 
by meanes of this tryall hee came ro know himſelte. 

For vſually man thinketh he can doe that which in- 
deede hecannot. And contrarily-Itis then asit God 
{hould haue faid : Now haue I made the world and 
thine owne conſeicnce know thou feareſt me : Now 
I baue giuen thee a thorow tryall of the integritic 
ofchine owne heart. Herealſo was the trya)l of /obs 
good hearr. Though in bis proſperity he hadriall of 
itby his many good workes, wherein he was as rich 
as in his other riches, yer wee (ce how ſlanderouily 
the Diuell impeached ic as .mercenary ; Doth 706 
ſerae God for nowght ? Therefore that he might haue 
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a more thorow proofe of his integritie, all his 
| outward proſperitie was taken from bim. And then 
how mecke, how patient was hee ? no murmuring, 
no grudging, but the Lord bath giuen and taken, 
bleſſed be bu name. Hee did not then ſay (as Chry/o- 
Hom.1.adpop, | ſome excellently notes) How hall the poore doe, 
ant, that were wont to bee cloathed with the flecce, and 
to bee fed with the fleſh ofmy cattle ? It not for my 
ſake, yet for ſuch poore ones, my flockes might hauc 
beene ſpared. And ſo obs graces ſhined moreglo- 
riouſly when his houſes were ouerthrowne , then | 
when the doores of them were ſet open for the 
poore to enter in; when his flockes were ſtollen 
tromhim , then when the poore were ſuftained by 
x them : For then hee ſhewed loue tomen , but now 
hce ſheweda more ſpeciall kinde of loue and obedi- 
ence to God, For as inthe Oiympicke games, the 
people might farre better iudge of the feature, and 
| elegancy of the fencers bodies , when they were na- 
ked ,then when their cloathes were on; ſo may we 
chen beſt iudge of our ſclues , when God hath (tripr 
vs ſtarke naked of all the garments of our outward 
glory and proſperity. 
| Burt a farre more cxcellent triall arc the common 
afflitions of the Church in perſecution. For as 
| the, Apofile ſpeakerh of hereſics, ſois it true allo of 
1,Cor.r1, 19. || perſecutions, that they muſt needes beegthat the appre- 
| ned may bee made knowne. To this purpoſe excellent 
isthe ſpeech ot old S7vc0m to the Virginz7 hat Childe 
Luke 2. 34- 5 appoynted for aſigne , 10 bee ſpoken againſt, that the 
thoughts of many hearts may bee opened. Therefore | 
Chritt muſt bee contradifted, and'oppoled by the 
| | high] 
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high Prieſts and Gouernors ofthe people, that ſo 
the hidden hypocriſte of thoſe which before fol- 
lowed him, and cryed 0/anmna, might be dereted, 
as alſo thoſe their perucrſc and vnſound thoughts 
of cleauing to Chriſt , if he had proued atemporall 
King, and had broughe temporall felicitic. Loe 
then a knife ro open the hearts belly, the knife of 
perſecution. Here was the triall of Nicod:mus, and 
loſeph of Arimath:a, with whomit faredintheir : f 
fetion to Chriſt, as with 79ſeph ſonne of 14cob, 
in his afteion ro his brethren - When he ſaw them 
in anguiſh and diſtreſſe, then hee could conceale 
his aftetion no longer , bur crycd out, 7 am loſeph 
your brother : For a brother, ſaith Salomon, is borne 
for aduerſitie ; namely , then todiſcoucr his affei- 
on , if hee haue any. So when th:fe two ſaw the 
vniuſt and cruell dealings of the Prieſts wich Chriſt 
theirelder brother, then though before they were 
butcloſe Diſciples, and one could hardly tell what 
to makeofthem, yet then they manifeſted them- 
ſelues ; then their loue, their zcale, and barty afte- 
ion to Chriſt brake forth. For as Sa/omos diſco- 
uered the true mother from the falſe , by taking a 
{word to cut the childe in two : fo doe perſecu- 
rours diſcouer true Children of the Church from 
falfe, when by the ſword of periecution they ſtrike 
attheir Mother. O there bee many of vs in theſe 
dayes of peace, that makes great fhowes - when the 
Fanne comes it ſhall appeare whether wee be chaff: 
or wheat, The houſe boilclon che ſand carries as 
good a (how asithe houſe built on the rocke, and in 
I cleare Sunſhine day gliſters as gallantly; but = 
windes 
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' windesand tempeſts when they are vp, will quickely 
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, two-men walking together, we cannot tell whois his 
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 lheepe, after they have beene ſhorne by perſecution. 
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ſhew thedifference. When a Seruing-man followes 


Maſter,rtill they part: ſo when the Goſpell, and our- 
ward proſperitic goe together, it is hard ro iudge 
whethcr of them wee follow, till God make a ſepara- 
tion of them by perſecution. A Wolfe may fayne 
himſelfe to bee a {heepe by wearing ſheepes skinne ; 
but let His Reece bee {horne, it will never grow 
againe, and thereby he will caſily bee diſcovered to 
be no true ſheepe - for the true ſherpes wool! will 
grow againe after ſhearing - 'And fo will Chriſts 


So-a Parrot can counterfeit mans voyce bur, let 
it be beaten, and then ir will fall coir awne naturall 
VOyce. 

Now as by affition we may iudge of our hearts 
for the time preſesr , whatthey are, (© alſo for the 
time 10 come,whatthey will be. For impatience in pre- 
ſent aduerſitie argues there will bee inſolencie in farnre 
proſperitie; and\o diſccuers that deceir whereof wee 
ſpake; namely , that if we were in a more plentifull 
and richereſtate, wee would bee-betrer , then now 
WCAarc, 

3- Tryallis by profperity,nothing inferiour tothe 
former by adnerſitie - For as ſome like Snailes poſh 
out their hornes cill they bee touched : ſo' others 
with Jonathan follow chaſe well, rill they come 
where honey is. Nay, many rh:re are whom affli- 
con bath not dereRed , rhar peace and proſperttic 
ach. The Parable of the Sunne and the Windc 


's knowne. Some of thoſe in 2uceme Maries diyes, 
who | 
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who kept their grments of faich and good con 
ſcience falt on , tor all the [haking ot the boy ſterous 
windes, which then raged molt fiercely, ver atter- 
ward by tbe flattering raic= of that {veer fon ſhine 
which foHowed ,weretiled ro vaburien themielues, 
| and chrow oftheir coarcs , -2t icalt, 29 weare them 
more looſeiy, How chaſte was P4::d1in his atfictt- 
| ons? It an hundred Bark{heoacs-h2d rhen met him in 
| the wildernefic, hee would not much hauc beene 
| moved. Buc we know afterward, when hee. was at 
| reitin his Kingdome , bow fearetu!ly hee was foy- 
| led. Sorhar, that which once thole women ſang 
of Saw and Danid, by way ot icy and congratulatt- 
on, May we as tyuely ling of theie two trials, by way 
of mourning and lameataticn. Aduerſity hath 
flayne his thouſands, Proſperity tenne thouſants, 
| Theſe two of all others arethe (orelt trials an«! have 
greateſt force of deteing; eſpecially , when they 
come both together, as in the three children; who 
at once were tryed, both by the ſweernelle of the 
mulicke, to enchant their ſenſes, and by the ter. 
| rour of the fire to affright and aſtoniſh their hearts, 
| And ſo havemany holy Martyrs beene tryed both 
| waycs , both by thethreatnings, and by the faire 
and large promiſes of their aduerſaries, Contrary 
tothar Gud gaue in charge to Laban, to ſpeake 
neitHiÞr eail/nor good to 1acob , thatis , neither by 
flattery, nor force to goe aboutto bring him backe 
2paine. And: this! argueth notable: ſoundneſſe in 
deed; when in both theſe trials together, we car 
acquit our (clues. - Avin the Baptiſt, neither oucr- 
come with Hereds-priſon,nor with the peoples con- 
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cciting of him tobee the Meſ154h, In Panl and Darne- 
be alſo, ſtanding out both againſt the prepoſte- 
rous affeRion of the Lycaowians when they would 


| haue Deified them ,and againſt rheir diuclliſh rage, 


when they would hauec ſtoned then. In Darrel like- 
wiſe, whom neither the Zyozs denne, not the Kings 
fauours and honours could any whit corrupr.Good 
gold purtitinto rhefire, and there it will bee purged 
and refined - into the water, and there likewiſc it 
will ſhine brighter. So a good man, when hee is in 
the furnace ofaflition, there he wil leauc much of 
bis droſſe behinde him : and when be flouriſherh in 
outward bleilings , they , together with his inward 
graces , (hall bee as a icwell hung vpon a golden 
caringzhe will verific Sal/omons Proucrbe,T he crowne 
of wiſe ments their riches, Bur the vnſound Chri- 
{tian isliketoclay. It will quickely bee ſcorched, 
and dried vp inthe fire; and it will foone mcle a+ 
way and bee difſolued in water. As afflition 
would difcouer his infidelity , diſtruſt in God, im- 
patience, rebcllion, &c. ſo a proſperous and flou- 
riſhing eſtate will bewray his pride, inſolency , con- 
tempt of, and cruelty againſt his 'poore brethren, 
befides his wantonneſle, voluptuouſnes, vnclcanne- 
neſſe; all which lay ſmothered in affliQion like as 
poyſon doth in the Snake, while hee is benummed 
withcold: Leta man bandle a Snake then, anFhee 
ſhall not feele bis Ring; 7 one would thinke it 
were a harmeleſle creature: but bring him to the 
fire, and then touch him when he is well warmed, 
and thou ſhalc know he hath a ſting , So oftentimes 


many corruptions, as cruelty , ambition , luxury, 
are 
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areas it were benummed, and frozen in men with |7.” {alicites | 
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| they are. Whatan humble man was S«»/ before he 


. dome? bur afterward being confirmed in his King- 
| dome, whata tyrant proucd he? Therefore, it is ſaid 


cannot drinke of the wine of outward felicity , but 


| When wee know not how to digeſt our felicity , bur 


| the cold of pouerty , obſcurity , and other ſuch like \ aparui:. 1uſtry. | 
pinching croſfes. Their wickedneſſe is an vntolded, — 
| an implicite wickednefſe, like ſome peftilene ann - 


in thebud, or bird 1n the ſhel), Butler the hearte, 
the warmth, the ſur (hine ofhonour ,riches, autho- 
rity, once opena way to their wickedneſle, and fur- 
niſh them with meanes and occaſions of doing 
wickedly , and then they will vnfold cheir naugh» 
tineſſe ar Jarge, and fully ſhew themſclues what 


was King, and in the firſt beginnings of the King- 


that Sui raigned but two yeeares, becauſe after 
the two firſt yecres , though hee helde the gouern- 
ment ſtill-in his hands, his deccirfull heart was diſ- 
couered, and he did no longer raigne , bur tyran- 
nize.So was it with Neroalſo,for the firſt five yeeres, 
whom rule and domination diſcovered to be a ve- 
ry monſter of nature. Sotruely itis ſaide, that in 
place of rule and gouernment,a man- may quickely 
ſhew himſelfe what he is. Strong drinke tryeth the 
braine; and hard meate the tomacke. When wee 


wee grow drunken and giddy-headcd,and begin to 
play. reakes , it is a ſigne wee haue weake braines, 


it cauſetha kind of windineſle, a rifing and ſwel- 
ling of pride and ambition in our mindes, this ar- 
gueth excceding great imbecillity ; And ſurely, 
thus itis with moſt. They are of ſuch a diſpoſition, 
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& That being asked what they would be , if they | 
abundance of riches and bonours , they might 
| $6: :10cae fp. | Frnely returne that anſwere , Tel/mee if thou wert 
tens im | Lyon, what would-(} thou bee: which in eftcR is as 
Priſ'e ſuturus, much as to ſay, thatthey would be as cruellas the 
{fm aen?:e2| Lyon. T his is aneuidenrdiſcouery of acorrupt heate 
fiastu Leo qua» ) Now astheenioyment, ſo alſo the poſhbility and 
is eige Marc. | hope of enioying theſe outward profits and pleca- 
| | fures,is no ſmall rryall. Many can no ſooner hear 
| ſweet words and Alattcring promiſes of need 
ment and promotion, as 1t were the melody 
Nabuchadnezzars inſtruments, but ouercome there- 
with, they preſently fall downe,and worſhip the Ba- 
| | byloniſh I doll. Demes , though hehad continued 
while in ſuffering with Pau/, yet when the worl 
likea ſtrumper, preſented her (clfe inall her glory 
to his eye, bewitched with her beauty, hee lefr Pas 
and the hopes of the world ro come, and #mbraces 
this preſent world. Meſes contrarily, though hee 
might eaſily hauc aduanced: himfelfe, being the 
adopred ſonne of the King of Mgyprs daughter, 
yet he relinquiſhed all his hopes in the Court , and 


z.-Tim.4- 


forſooke all his pofhbilities of preferment;and claue 
to the aff Fed Church of God. Among the ma; 
ny grieuous trials of thoſe Worthics in the Old Te. 
tament, it is worth the marking, how the Apoſtle 
hath ioyned-together the triall by the offer of pro- 
ſperity , withrhe (oreft trials of perſecution. ' They 
were ſloned, rheywere hewes aſunder, they were temp- 
ted, they were flerne with the ſword, Loehow the A» 
poltle rankes the tempting and alluring words 
| ofehe aduerſarics, promiſing the Martyrs if they 
would| þ 
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\ would recant, aboundaice of chele carthly things, 


among their bloody 2nd boyſterous deedes, how 
he yoakes their tycing rongues, with their terrifying 
ſtones, ſawes, ſwords. If thenin ſuch acaſe wee can 
ſay with Daniel, O King , keepe thy gifts 101hy ſelfe : 
and with the Fig-tree and Oliue, ſhall 1 leane my 
[weerneſſe, my farneſſetoraigne? if tor the conſcience 
of thetruth,wecan negle& profferedprofies, the try» 
all is as ſound, as if wee had endurcd the tortures of 
the racke. 

IV. Tryall is by the inequality of carriage. Tr is 
hard for an hypocrite ſo to carry himſelfe , but at 
ſometimes or other , hee {hall doe or ſpeake ſome- 
thing, which in no ſort can ftand orconſort with 
his Pa of godlineſſe. Though luſt, couetouſ- 
neſſe, and other of his ſinnes are neuer focloſely 
couched within his heart, and he make fayre ſem- 
blance of achaſt and contented minde , yet hee will 
bee blurting out now and then, ſome words or 
other, which may yeeld ſhrewd ſuſpirionsand pre- 
ſumptions of his vnſoundneſſe, or elſe his very ge- 
tures and countenance will bewray him. For eucn | 
out of theſe ſmaller things greater may bee gathe- 
red. Astheverballlye, orlye of themouth is dif- 
couered by the diſagreement of the Iyars mouth : 
with it ſelfe , whence wee ſay, lyars had n:ede have 
good memories, leaſt the latter part of their tale 
contrary the former : ſo alſois the reall lye,thelye 
which the hypocrite telleth in ſome of the ations 
of this life, carrying a ſhew of godlineſle, by the dif 
agreement of his life with it ſclfe. For doeſbut com- 
pare one aftion with another, one pare of his life 
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with another, his cariage here with his cariage there, 


and you ſhall ſce they agree like Harpeand Harrow. 


—— 


Thus was Simon Mag diſcouered; Philip tooke 


. him for a good Chriſtian , becauſe of his Bapriſme, 
profe fon, hearing, &c. But all theſe were afterward | 
proucd tobee lies , becauſe of the contradiction of 


thoſe words; Here is money for the gitts of the ho- 
ly Ghoſt. Theſe things doe not well agrec; tobe 
baptiſed, to profeſle, to ioyne ones ſclte wich the 
Church, and to deſire ſpirituall Graces for lucres 
ſake. After then Peter had once heard thoſe words 
come from him, he ſmelt him out preſently ; Away, 


bitrerneſſe, Thus many in ſome companies are ho- 
ly, in conuerſing with their betters carry them- 
(clues well ; butin other companics, or conuerſing 
with their equals or inferiours, are nothing the 
 ſamemen. Some, among ſtrangers, by their ſpce- 
ches andcarriage, for the time, purchaſc a good opi- 
nion, who yet palpably lay themſclues open among 
ſuch where they arc daily conuerſant, This then is 
a ſure proofe of a ſound heart, when we walke with 
{ſo even a foote, that howſocucr itcannot bee but 
wee mult have experience of humane frailtic, yet 
wee neuer breake out into ſuch wicked and wilfull 
courſes of falſhood , vniuſtice , or ſuch like , which 
doe giue the- lic to all our former profeſſion and 
practiſe, becauſe they cannot ſtand in any ſort 
with thetruth of Religion. Nay, rather in our pat- 
ticular ations we ſo carry our (clues, that oneati- 
' On may bee as it were a commentary to interpret 
the ſincerity of the other, in caſe. there might be 


occaſion 


thy heart is not vpright : Thow art Hill in the gall of 
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occaſion to doubt thereof. As Chryſoftome noterh Hem17.cd pop. 


in thoſe Miniſters that ſupplicated co the Tudges for | 4*: 


thoſe that had offered diſgrace to the Emperours 

Statues, When the Tudges ſeemed more difficult 

then they vied great liberty and baldnefle of ſpeech, 

and ſpake roundly to them , but when once they 

became flexible, and yeelded to their requeſt , then 

they fell downe and kiſſed their knees and hands 

abundantly , ſhewing both erue courage and bold- 

neſle, and true meckeneſſe and mildenefle. Here 

both their ations were as a commentary each to 

other. Did any man doubt of their liberty of ſpecch, 

whether it were not malepart faucineſſe and pre» 

ſumption? Their humilitie in kiſhng the TIudges 

knees, was cnough to free it from that ſuſpition. 

Apaine , might their humbling of themſelucs at the 

Magiſtrates feete, ſeeme to ſauour of too baſe and 

ſeruile a ſpirit? their former truely miniſteriall bold- 

nefle ſufficiently alſo acquired them of this impu- 

cation. Thus when there is ſo ſweet a proportion, 
and godly a harmony berwixt our ations, that” 
they are ſo tarre from confuting or confounding one 

another, thatthey anſwere one for another, iuſtific | 
and y__— one another. Thisis a good triall of our 

vprightneſle indecde. 

s. [s when thoſe are taken away which are our 
chicfeſt proppes and ſtayes to vphold vs in godli- 
nefle ; If then wee, wholly, or in part, goe backe, it+ 
argucth vnſoundnefſe. Thus were the Ifſraclites 
deteted by Moſes his abſence in the Mount - For 
then they fell to Idolatry. So 19aſh was agood King 
as long as /cbojedsliucd ; but after his death hee 
Z 2 ſhewed | 


— 


remoouall of 

| our chickeſ} 
Rayesin god- 
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| {bewed himſelfe what he was. Soalſo the Iſraelites, 
J -— or=<—_ while God continued a good Tudge among them, 
EY were in ſame good order : yet when the Iudge was | 
| | dead, they returned, and did worſe, then their Fathers. | 
| And ſo all the time of 19/hnaes gouernment, and the | 
good Elders that ſuruiued /9/h#e, they kept them- 
ſelves within ſome compaſle. Burt together with ' 
| chem dyed all the Iraclites goodnefle; Another gene- | 
ration aroſe , which knew not the Lord : So ſtrangely | 
| werethey changed. And fo wee ſee it is in many | 
| places from whence the powerfull Miniſteric hath | 
| departed; how many that before ſecmed very reli. | 
| gious haue then growne looſe and licentious ? Chil- | 
| dren of good hope, vndergood Parents and gouer- 
| nours , hauc afterward proued moſt vngracious and 
I | vngodly wretches. Sober and modeſt Maides, vn- 
| der the ſtraighter gouernment of Parents, comming 
| vnder the milder gouernment of Husbands, haue 
proued bot bad wiues : And good wives, during 
the watchfull eye of the carefull'andconſcionable 
 busband haue proued afterward but wilde and 
wanton widowes. So many, remouing out ofreligi- 
| ous families into ciuill , and out ofciuill into pro- 
phane , hauc left bchindethemall their religion and 
ciuvilitie,and growne c>2nly prophane and diſlolute. 
Here then will bee a good tryall of our ſoundneſle, if 
| in the abſcnce and loſle of our gouernors, wee till 
continue the ſame that in their preſence, perfor- 
I Phil.t-27 ming that which Pau! wiſheth the Philippians, 
| namely,that whether be came amongthem,or were 
abſent from them, yet they would ſtill hold out in 
| taeir good courſes. 
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6. Tryals are ft occalions to prougke, and as it 
were tappes to glue 4 vent to corruption, Many 
arc inwardly full of corruption, but they ſhew icnor, 

' onely for wantof oecaſion. As afull veſlell, valefſe 
| it berapped , cannot ſend forth theliquourir hath 
| within. And this affuredly is a notable triall of the 
ſoundnele, and dilcouery of the vnſoundneſle of 
our hearts, Nothing for a man tobee chaſte, when 
no prouocation to vncleanieſle ; to bee temperat: 
ata lcaneand pooretable, where hee cannot other 
wiſe chuſe. Here is the tryall of chaſtitic, when with 
Let wee can bee chaſt inSodeme : oftemperancie, 
when with 7imothy wecan live temperatly in 4a, 
among the luxurious Epheſians. Here was the triall 
of 1:ſephs chaſtitie , that thongh theoccalion were 
offered by his owne Miſtrefle to doe the deede ,in 
ſuch ſecrecy and ſecurity, yer the fearc of God 
ouer-ruled him. Here was thetryall of D a#/ds right 
loyall and faithfull heart to Sae/, thatthough he had 
bim atthe aduantage in theeaue, yet hee ſpared his 
life. Many ſceme to bee mecke and moderate men , 
while they are well dealt with. But let ſome injury 
bee offered them , and the contrary will appeare. 
And indeede there is no triall ofmeckenefle and pa- 
tience, till we be prouoked by injuries. [tis no tryall 
of fidelity in a ſeruant not to filch when his Maſters 
cyeison him; but when opportunity ſerves his 
turne to play the thiefe, when hee could purſe his 
Maſters money without his knowledge , then to be | 
faichfull, is true faithfulnefle indeede. Thus the 
ſourrdneſſe of euery vertne is made manifeſt. For | 
that wee arc indeede,, which weeare in temptation. | 


þ 


| 40n, 


6,Diſcouery, 
fitnefle of oc- 
caſions to pro. 
uoke Ccorriup» 


I \Tim, 1 33, 


Gen.z9.9.8, | 


1.5am.24.7. 


Z 3 == 


— 


hy —  — — 


Es 


T he deceitfnlueſſeof mans heart. 


| 


| 
lud2.3.46 


VI L.Diſco- 
uery,by Aﬀe- 
Rions, 

| Martrth.6. 17, 


Plal,4, 


"] 1I:b.1.2. 


| 2.Sam.1£,1 IJ, 


2.Chro.33 31+ 


——— 


— 


By this meanes was fome vnſoundneſle deteRed in 
Ezekiab, when in his triallby the Babyloniſh Em- ' 
baſſadours preſence, the Lord left him, to rry him, 


 faiththe Prophet, and#o (know ) all was in bu heart.” 


4 


The hcartthen may know itſelfe , if it obſerue how | 
ir carries ir (clfe in temptation, Soit is laid, the Lord | 
ſuffered the Canaanites to remaine among his owne | 
people,to proucthem whether they would obey his 
commardements. 

7. Tryallis by our Aﬀetions : For vpon what 
our heart is ſer, that is ourtreaſure, Oar greatioy 
when things goe currant with vs in the world , ac- 
cording to our hearts deſire , and ſmall ioyin things 
ſpirituall, ſhew plainely what kinde of hearts wee 
haue to God-ward - Whereas Dawia, becauſe he had 
made Gods fauour his inheritance, reioyced more | 
init, thenthe worldlings inall their aboundance of 
corne and oyle. Our fretting likewiſe and grie- 
| ning at the loſſc of theſe outward things, is an ar- 
gurent of our voluptuonſneſſe , and loue of earth- 
ly delights, and ſhewes plainely that wee haue laide 
vp our treaſure on carth, Whereas 796 becauſe 
nee had made God his portion , could bee quiet at 
| chelafſe of all' ar one blow. So ourgreatanger fer | 

{mall infuries done ro ourſclues, and till patience 
inthe greater wrongs done to God, ſhewes what is 
the account wee make of Gods glory. Heere was a 
notable tryall of Damnids lincerity; Who was as a 
' man deafe and dumbe, and wholly ſenſelefle at She- 
mt: private reproachesof his owneperſon ; but not 
(o at Coliahs publique reuilings of God, and his 
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Church: There how full of life and ſpirit, and holy 
impatience 
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impatience did hee ſhew himfelfe ro be ? The like 
might bee ſhewed in our other affetions, Ofthem 
then take we through norice,if we will rightly indge 

of our owne hearts. Doeſt thou feele that Chriſt is 
| thy greateſt ioy,finnethy greateſt ſorrow,that when 
| thou canſt not feele the preſence of the ſpirit in thy 
heart, thou goeſt motſrning, notwithſtanding all 
other comfort? afſſuredly as the holy Martyr ſaid, 
If thou wert not awedving childe , thou conldeſt nener 
ſo heartily mourne for the abſence of the Bridegroome. 
But alas, if we examine our {clues by thisnote, how 
much imperfection ſhall wee diſcouer in our ſelues ? 
How firong are -our afteftions both of ioy and 
eriete, in thingsearthly} how weake in things ſpi. 
ritvall? who findeth that hee mourneth for his 
linnes, as for the loſle of his firſt borne ? Dasid ar 
LAb/afoms death could cry outin nataralforrow, 
O Abſalom, Abſalom,wouldto God 1hed diedfor thee: 
But not at Yriahs death, in godly forrow , © 

Priah, Y riah, wonldio God 1had died 
for thee, And ſomuch for theſe 
ſeauen meanes of the dil- 
coucricofour 

hearts. 
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of certaine notes which the word of God giueth of an | 
upright heart. | 


| Frer this diſcouery by the meanes, weemuſt | 
FN. lay our hearrsto the rule of the word, and | 


cxamine them by thoſe notes which there | 
are given of an vpright and fincere heart. And thoſe 
are many : | will name onely fue. 

1. A (incere heartis an &amblcheart. An hypo- 
criticall heart is al waies proud , and vainc-gloriovs : 
As inthe Phariſces, Aeath. 6. And therefore our Sa- 
uiout ſaid to them, How cam yee beleewe, when yee ſecke 
glory one of anather ? And loin Simon Magngecking 
his owne praiſeand profit, inthe defire ofthe Apo- 
ſtolicall gifts : Whom therefore Peter told, that 
bis heart was not vpright before God, In cbs like- 
wiſe wee may dilſcerne the ſame fpirit , when he ſaid 
to lonzdab , Is thy heart vpright, as mine? preferring 
himſclfe before Fonedab : Whereas fincerity is al- 
| waics better conceited of another, and very feare- | 

full and ſupitious of ir felfe. And fo it will make a 
Chriſtian when he ſces another, ſpecially a /9nadab, 
ro ſay to himſclfe, Is my heart vpright , ſo as is bis? 
| Apaine, Come, ſajces he, and ſee what zeale 1 have for 

the Lordof boſts, Yea, but ſincere zeale deſires not 
tO be fecne of any, faue him who ſecthin ſecret. The 
Pharifces defire to bee fecnc of men , becauſe they 
| ſceke the praiſe of men. Their lampes will nor burne 
| withour thisoyle. Wind-mils they are, which will 


| 0. 


—_—wW_ 


—— — 


T "be decertfnineſſe of mans heart. 


'notturne about ro doe any good ſeruice, without the 
winde of mens praiſes, Hence it isthat they hauc 
litle zealcin prayer , valefle ic be in publike, that 
ſo oltentation and vaine-glory may warme their 
hearts. As in faſting once it fared with onethatin 
the Monaſtery could faſt, whole daics together with 
eaſe, but in the deſart hee could not hold out vntill 
noone,but his belly would craue preſently. Where- 
of when he demanded thereaſon, this anſwere was 
returned him, that in the Monaſtery the praiſe of 
men was in ſtead of meatto him, he fed there vpon 
it, which ſuſtenance tailing him in the deſart , his fa- 


—— —— 


obedience itlelfe is meat and drinke , /0hbn 4. 34. In 
other works, the worker muſt haue mear, orelſc he 
willnot hold outin his worke, But vato (inceticy,her 
very workes is her meate. Hypocrilie, which is ſoone 
tyred at this worke, without the refreſhment of hu- 
mane praiſes, well may it ſecke for publique thea 
ters : Burt ſinceritic hides it ſelfe in the cloſer, and as 
in prayer, ſoinall gaoddutics ſhuts thedoore, + 
. And as the fincere heartis humbled inregard of 
| theend whereat ic aimes in doing any good, namely 
| Gods glory, notdaring in any thing ro ſeeke it ſelfe; 
| ſo alſo in the manner of doing, not daring totruſt it 
| felfe, bur affeRed with a through ſenſe ofit owne in- 
| firmitie, ir reftethirſelfe wholly vpon the power of 
God, to be perfeRed in her weakeneflc. Peter there- 
forein that:wherein his bcart was vnſound, and de- 
ceitfull ſhawed this ſpirit.of pride, and vainc confi- 
dence in himſelfe. For hee could not thinke that 
Rrength wherby he thought to fland was of Chriſt z 
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ſting firengrh alſo failed. But vnto ſincerity, her very : 


becauſe | 
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- | becauſe Chriſt flatly denied him his ftrengeh, and 
' Pcter never prayed forir, And yetloe howconfident 
| ; he was? Though all men, yet not I; asthough there | 
- , "had beene morein him, then in any other. Yea hee 
| contradited Chrift,admoniſhing him of his frailty, 
and as Marke notes, the more Chriſt warned him, 
| ' the more confidentand peremptory he was. 
Laſtly,after the doing of cuery good thing, ſinceri- 
ty ſtill remaines humble, & when men would Deifie 
Dan.2.30, | VS» it will notaccept of any ſnch honours, but ſends 
ARs.2,12, & | thembacke ro the Lord,as in Daniel,& the Apoſtles. 
| 14.1 aw And thus, if we be fincerc in all things wedoe, there 
mma of muſt bee humility , prepoſedin regard ofthe end wee 
Pracinus pre. | muſt looke at;oppoſed, in regard of the manner of du- 
——_—_—_ »poſed,after we haue done,as a curb to reftraine 
ente fwrrit, | vs leaſt we reioyce notin the Lord but in our ſelues. 
prepoſita quam Obief. But this is a hard ſaying, will ſome ſay 
poſurent dra, | andifthecauſe bethus, whothen can be ſincere? for 
reamw et imps» | who is there that is not tainted with pride, if notin 
fie que rep7%- | all, yerin ſome of theſe threereſpeFts ? 
Aug,Epiſt. 5.6. Anſ. It is one thing fora mans eye toglance to- 
wardsa thing, another thing to fixc and fully to ſer- 
# tleit ſelfe vpon it. Thoughrs of pride and vaine- 
glory may rſh ibto the heart of a ſincere Chrifti- 
an; they ref onely in the heart of an hypocrite, who 
is ſcron worke onely by themiinall his ations, and 
(eckes onely to giue contentmentto them, 
I adde farther , if ſincerity be not humble in this 
firft kinde of humility , yerat the leaſt ibis humble 
| in an «fter-bhumitity. Tf it have beene overifeene in the 
1 doing of any thing in pride, it is ewiſe as bumble at- 
terward, becauſe it was not humble. A notable diffc- 
—_ renc* 
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rence betwixt ſincerity and hypocrilie. There may 
be ſome kind of humility in hypocrilic , and of pride 
in ſincerity - bur hypocrifies humilitie is followed | 
with pride, and (incerities pride with humility. This 
latter humilicy is the better. And heere onely it is 
ſeemely for vertue ro come behinde vice. Hypocriſic 
is proud becauſeitis hamble : Sincerity is humble 
becanſe it is proude. Epaminondas, a Thebane Cap. 
taine, theday after the vitory and triumph , went 
drouping and hanging downe his head ; and being L 
asked why he did fo, anſwered: Yeſterday I felt my 
ſelfetoo much tickled with vaine glory; therefore I 
corre my ſelfe for it to day. The ſame is the ſpit ir 
of the ſincere Chriſtian, of the true [ſraclite. As you | 
may ſec in the example of Ezekiah,of whom it is thus 
written; Hi heart was lift vp , notwithſtanding EFeki- | x Cliron.gu.* 
ah humbled himſeife after bu heart was lift wp. In # 2526s þ 
ſincere heart there muſt beeeither the fore hamilitie 
or theafter-hamility, which is the more ſevere of the | 
twozeither the direRing hum1l:1ie,tor the right man- 
ner,or elſe the corredting-humilitie for the erroneous 
manner of doing. If wee can follow the ſwing and 
{way of our owne proud and vaine-glorious afteRi- 
ons, withoutall reſpet of Gods glory,and yer neuer | 
be truely humbled afterward : this is palpable hy- 
pacriſie , wee haue not ſo much as the leaſt dramme | 
of fincerity - Vhich :is many times more humbled 
for ſuch mixtures, and defilements of good workes, 
then for ſome workes ſimply cuill in themſclucs, | 
2. The fincere heart is a good and honeſt heart | * Thegood F 
as our Saviour calles it. The honeſt beart is that | "322% 


which cheriſheth an vniuerſal hatred of all fin, with- 
out | 
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out cxception,and carryeth a conſtant purpoſe, and 
reſolution in nothing willingly to (in againſt God, | 
but eo endeuour it (cite tothe vimoſt, in eucry good | 
way of Gods commandements. VV hatſoeuer it ſhail | 
know to be a (inne , it will not purpoſely and delibe. | 
rately docit for all the world , it will not detaine the 
truth in vnrighteouſueſſe. This note the Propher | 
D anid gineth : For having ſaide, B/eſſedare the wp. | 
right in ther way , hee teacheth vs to diſcerne them | 
by this note, Sarely they doe no inigartie. And in ano- | 
ther place, he oppoſed ſuch as walke in any crooked 
waycs,tothe vpright in heart. Doe good 0 Lord to 
theſe that are vpright in heart : but thoſe that turne 4- 
ſide by their crooked waies, &c.Itis the property ofan 
hypocrite, to diſpenſe with his conſcience, at leaſt 
for ſome one ſpeciall beloued ſinne. As 70bamong 
other his charaRers makes this ove,that he holgs hu 
wickedneſſe as « ſweet thing in his mouth , and hideth 
it under hu tongue, and fanoarcth it , and will not for. 
{ake it, but keepethit cloſe in bis month. Now this ho. 
neſt heart, 2s it hates all ſinnes,ſo at alltimes.Some- 
times the vnſound heart will hate (inne, when there | 
isno bench by it, but ifafterit may chance to bee | 
bencficiallro our ſclues, then wee loue it. Here is 
a notable tryall of ſincerity , to preferre vertue be- 
fore vice, then when in humane reaſon vertue ſhall 
be the looſer , vicerhegainer. This note diſcoucred 
falſe hearted chu. Hee would not downe with the 
worſhip of the Calues, as well as with Baals, and 
why ? becauſe hee thought that would bee dange- 
rous for his Kingdome, if the Iſraclites were let goe| 


to the Temple at Ieruſalem to worſhip. _ 
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for 1eroboams policie ſtill prevailed with him, By 
this note many are deteRed for vnſound. 

1, Thoſe that pretending conſcience of ſmall 
matecrs,ſticke notat greater. Like thePhariſees,ſtrai- 
ning a Gnat, and ſwallowing a Cammell. Hypocri- 
ricall Sau! ſeemed to make a haynous matter of eat- 
ing the flcſh gf beaſts with the bloud : For vnto the 
people thus oftending, he ſaid ; Tec hane dealt wicked. 
ly; bur it was nothing with him to ſpill the innocent 
bloud of worthy 1ovarham his ſonne : for vnleſle hee 
bad bcene hindered, he had put him to death. Nay, 
hee was ſo ſcrupulous, that hee would not ſo much 
as namea guilty man or aſinner, butincaſting of 
lots, in ſtead of faying, ſhew the nocenr or guilty, 
hee ſaid, Shew the wprieht,or imnecent perſon , as Tre- 
mellizs reades. And yet this man at the ſametime, 
made no conſcience of cruell and bloudy oathes. 
The Pricſt inthe Goſpell, when hee ſaw the woun-» 
ded manlychalfedead, hee went on the other (ide 
of the way , fearing leaft by comming neere vnto 
him , hee might contra& ſome legall vncleanneſſe 
bur be feared notto paſſe by , withontall mercy and 
compaſſion, his poore and diſtrefled neighbour. The 
Phariſees would not defile thernſelues in comming 
into the common Hall on the day of preparation rg 
the Paſſe-ouer, but they ſcrupled nota whit to ims 
brue their hands in the bloud of the innocent 
Lambe of God. In no caſe would they cat in veſſels 
vnpurified, burthe meats which they did eatin thoſe 
veſſ:1s, were hortibly polluted, both with injuſtice 
and oppreſſion,in the getting of them, and with in- 


temperancie, and riot in thecating of them, And 
this 
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this is the meaning ofthatof our Sauiour ; Woe bee 
#9 you Seribes and Phariſees, hypocrites, for yee make 
cleane the outward ſide of the cuppe andplatier : but 
within they are full of bribery and exceſſe. So likewiſe 
lades his thirty pieces atno hand muſt goe into the 
treaſurie , becauſe ic was the price of bloud. VV hat a 
counterfeiting of holinefſe was this, notto ſuffer the 
price of blond tolyein a Cheſt , and yer to ſuffer blond 
it ſelfe tolye in the Conſcience : 

2. This norc likewiſe diſcouereth ſuch for vn- 
ſound, whoſe conſcienceis only for the greater mat- 
rers , the importants ofthe Law, Mercy and 1udge- 
ment, without any regard of Mint or Amniſc, though 


— — 


| theſe alſobe Gods commandements, and ought to 


be regarded. A lincere heart is like to the eye, trou- 
bled with the leaſt mote - or like a neate ſpruſe 
man, that no ſooner ſpyes the leaſt ſpecke or ſpor in 
his garment, bur he gets it walhcd out : Whereas a 
naſtic{louen , though he bce all co be-ſmeared and 
beloyled , he can cndureit well 'enough. A delicate 
Garden may not haue the leaſt weede init, though 
the Wildernefſle be all ouer-growae with them. And 
a Boxe of precious Oyntment may not haue the 
leaft flye in it, though a Barrell of Pitch haue 
{warmes of them. A ſtraite ſhooc cannot endure the 
leaſt pibble ſtone, thougha wide one may endure a 
greater. An vnſound Conſcience is large, and can 
{wallow downe any thing - The fincere Conſcience 


is trait, and che leaſt bone, though bur ſuch as arc }. 


inlietle (hes, will Rick in her throat. And certainly 
hee that iu wninſt in the leaſt , « vninſt alſo in much, 
luds being vnfaithfull ro Chriſt in the marter of 


money, 
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| matter of his life it felfe, And Se/omontels vs, how 
hee that will lie ordinarily in common ſpeech, will 

lyc alſo before the iudgement-ſeate , when heis pro. : 

duced as a witnelſlc : as contrarily, be thatis a rue | 
witneſſe-bearer there, will not lye in his ordinary | 

| diſcourſe, For this Itake to be the meaning of that 
Prouerbe. 4 faithfaull witneſſe will not lye : but 4 faiſe | Progices. 
| witmeſſe bloweth forth byes. It a man be truely faichſull | ©7o4ndees 
in much, he muſt necdes alſo be faichfuilinlitile. | 
Forthe ſame God that requires his fidelicic in the j 
one, requires it alſo inthe other. Saint Pau! vpon 
this ground confirmes his fincerity ina matter of 
priuate promile to the Corinthians , concerning his 
comming to them, by his ſincerity in the preaching 
of the Golpell,a farre greater matter - God #5 witneſſe, 
ſaith hc,rhet 9ur word, that is, promiſe of comming, 
towards you 45 wot yea and nay : \Vhy? for the Sonne | 1,Cognn8 ag. 
of Goa, that is, my preaching ef him, ws not yea 414 
ney. Negle& then of ſmall matters may iuſtly bring 
our obedience in greater matters into ſuſpition'of 
vnfaithfulneſſe. And therefore in this regard muſt 
conſcience be made of obedience , even in rhe ſmal- 
leſt matters,andthat vpon the death, namely,that we 
may approueour obedicnce to bee found and frec 
from deceit, For ingreater matters if wee ſhould nor 
ſtand our, all the world wouldcry (bame ofvs. And 
hereit would bee hard ro ſay, whetherthe ſhame of | 
the world , or conſcience of Gods commandemenr 
viged vs, Butin lefſe matters the world rather wil cry 
ſhame of vs, ifwee doe ſtand out : And therefore in 


jour obedience here Gods commandement ſeercth | 
(OL 
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this regard our Sauiour cals the Phariſces, hypocrites, 


deſirous to ſmother, or craftily toconceale it ſinnes, 


T he deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


to carry the greateſt ſtroke with vs. 

3. This notc diſcouereth thoſe alſo for vnſound, 
that having ſome care of outward conformity, yer 
minde not the inward reformation of the hearr. In 


and reſembles them to painted Sepulchers. Art be- 
gins where Natureends. Nature is the framing of 
mans body , begins firſt with the heart, and other 
ſuch inward parts, and then inthe laſt place comes 
to the face, and the outward parts, Thus is it with 
hypocriſie, which is an artificiall kinde ofholineſle; 
it begins and ends in the outward face and faſhion 
of religion : the inward pith, the heart and ſubſtance 
thereof iecannot attaine vnto. But the heart and rhe 
purity thereof, is the ſpeciall thing the ſincere Chri- 
tian lookes vnto. Gods Iſracl is pure in heart,ſo that 


— 
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chough ſometimes the hands be defiled, yet then the | 
heart is not alike polluted : bur ſtill the true Iſraclite | 
may ſay, My heart & awake, though mine eyes ſleepe. 
Whereasthe baſc I(raclite may ſay contrarily , M 
heart is aſleepe though my eyes be waking, and my 
ronguebee walking, My heart is foule, though my 
hand be neuer fo fine. 

3. A (inccreheartiss plarne and open heart, not 


bur rather to hauethem laid open , and ro haue the 
conſcience rubbed and ranſacked. So that with D« 
widitcryeth; Try mee, O Lord, and ſee if there be 4 
wickedneſſe in me - and with theſame Prophet, let ? 
righteous ſmite me. But an vnſound & crooked heart! 
45 well as crookedlepges, louesto be hid. It hates 
thelighe; it cannor away with reprehenſion , = | 
wou 


— 
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would rather catc of the delicates of flatteries,agatn(t 


— 
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which the Prophet, prayeth, Let not my ſoule eate of | Plilyt41.4. 


their delicates : Let me not delight in their clawings, 
bur rather in the blowes of righteous reprehenſions, 
Neicherin any fortcan it indure triall. Guilty Rachel 
durit not riſes when Zaban came into her Tent, to 
ſcarch for his Idols. On the contrary , asit argued 
bumilitic in the 11. Diſciples,to ſuſpe& the worlt by | 
themſclues, ſo alſo (incerity, that they were not pri- 
uy to any ſuch wickednefle, when hcaring our Saui- 
our fore-tcl the treachery of one of them,they offred 
themſclues,to thetryall,ſaying Maſter,isit 1? i it 1? 
4. A (incere heart isalwaycs moſt ſevere again(t 
ſinne, where rature and carnall reſpe&s would teach 
vs to bee mildeſt : As firſt to our ſelues. Indeed (in- 
cerity cannot endure finne in any,in it felfe leſt of all. 
An bypoctite will notendure theleaſt [in in others, 
no not ſo much as a moat in his brother; ſo ſharpe 
is hce : in the mcane time he can endurea beame in 
his owne cye; ſo indulgent is he to bimſelfe. 1udab 
could adiudge Thamer to the fire; vpon himſeltc 
yet,bcing farre deeper in that tranſgreſhon,he could 
ey" no ſuch ſentence. Danid lay ſnorting in 
is owne (in, when yet he ſentenced a proportiona- 
ble {in,related in the perſon of 2nother : Wherein be 
bewrayed want of yprightneſle. It was ſaid of 4»- 
tony, he hareda Tyrant not tyranny : Temay as truely 
be laid of ar! hyp<crice, ke harcth ſinners,not (innes, 
For he nour ſheth many in him, notwithſtandingthe 
rigour of bis zealc againſt other mens (Innes. This is 
an ill igne, whereſocuer it is, A gord heart is ready | 


| tothrow the firſt ſtone ar it ſelte , being ſlower in ' 
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T he deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


cenſuring others. None can ſay ſo much againſt ir, 
but it felte will be ready to ſay much more 

And as the {incere man will no more winke at his 
owne linnes then atanothers, ſo neytherat theirs to 
whom hee is tyed more by naturall and worldly re- 
ſpeRts, then others, to whom hee is not ſo tyed, No 
more at his owne children then ar others, at his 
own parentsthen at anothers,at great & riches ones, 
then at the meancr ones ; at friends ro whom he 1s 
bound for, and depends vpon in hope of kindneſle, 
then ſtrangers that kaue no intereſt at all in him, 
Sinccrity 15 fice from partiality. With Zeauiit knowes 
neyther father nor mother, neither King nor Kzſar. 
This the Phariſees, though hypocrites, knew well 


cheſt the way of Godintrath, that is, in ſinceritie, and 
careſt no: for any mans perſon, no not for Ceſars him- 
ſclfc: Tel vs then, whether is it lawful to giue tribute, 
tohimor no? Here then was /onathans (inceritic, 
when hee condemned his owne Father , and that a 
King,in his proceeding againſt Dawid, and defended 
D auias innocencie, Here was olde 1acobs (inceritic 
on his death-bed, when fatherly aftetions are molt 
liuvely,ſo deepely — Ruben, Simeow, Leni, his 
owne ſonne. Here was 70hn Baptiſts finceritic, that 
be would not be ſilent, no not at Hereds inceſt. Here 
was our Saujours finceritie , that his mouth was not 
ftopped with the Phariſces good cheare, but cuen at 
their owne tables laid them out in their owne co 
lours, and entertaines them with as many menaces, 
as they did him with diſhes of meates, Here was 
che Beniamires vnſoundnefle, that were ready with | 
the 
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rae lwordto defend in their brethren ſuch prodigi- 
ous luſts , which they could nor but condemne in 
their judgements, and in others no doubt would 
hauc bin ready to haue puniſhed with their ſwords 
Che Prophet ioyneth theſe ewo together : Thou ar 
4a God of pure eyes : CAnd canſt not beholdiniquitie. So 
muſt icbe with vs, if wee will be pureand lincere in 
heare, wee muſt behold no iniquitic, no not in our 
ſelues,or thoſe thatare neareſt vnto vs. For lincerity, 
as it loueth goodneſle eucn in the greateſt enemy, lo 
it hateth ſinne euen inthe greateſt friend. 

Laſtly,to omit many other nores, ſincerity ſimply 
reioycetb in goodnes, & in good things themſclues , 
and theglory of God chenceariſing. Therefore as it 
grieucth for other mens (ins, ſoit reioycethin other 
mens obedience, Many are of a contrary ſpirit: hey 
can be gricued for their owne fins, but not for other 
mens. Here itis ſuſpicious, wee grieve not ſo much 
for Gods cauſe, for the diſhonour our fins hkaue done 
to him (for then wee ſhould grieuealſo at our bre. 
threns fins, hecauſe they alſo ſtaine Gods glory)bur 


for our own ſake, for leare of teeling of ſome euil,pro- 
cured toour (clues by our (in :and ſuch griefe argues 
rathcrſelte-louc, then any true loueto God. Sol ke- 
wiſe they can be cheared when they ſee Gods glory 
ſet forth by themſelues inany good work; not alike , 
when by others : Nay , rather they grieve at thoſe 
good works of others,if of any marke, wherein they 
haue had no handthemſelues; Like thoſe Fphrai- 
mites that ſaid to 1prah, Wher fore wenreſt thou to fi; ht 
againſt the childrew of Ammon, and didii not call vs 7 


| Bur theſincere Chriſtian, ſo God be truly glorified, 
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| ioyced, and would reioyce. It is not then fincerities 


T he aeceitfu lneſſeof mans heart. 
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though ir bec without his helpe, yerreioyceth and 
gigcth chankes, nothing lefſe then it himſelfe bad 
beene the inftrumenr. If any good thing be done , he 
doth nor ſtand curiouſly enquiring ot che Author; | 


| of his wdgement,of his aff= tions; to finde out ſome. | 


ching+to imbaſe the worke z but is glad that any | 
elory is brought to God, or good to his Church, 
and with thankeſgiuing tuketh his part of benefit 
thereout. Euen as in eating of mcates we aske not 
where or how it was got, but fall to irz and in the 
Shambles, the Apoſtle willeth not to eaquire whe- 
cher it had beene facrificed tothe Idoll or no , but 
being good meate , and firto be caren, without any 
more adoe to buy it. Fhus Nathamel the good 1l- 
raelite , did not ſo (ſtand vpon,or ſticke at Nazorerh, 
but that hee would goe and try whar our Sauiour 
was. And though the Philippick Preachers prea- 
ched of enuy and vaine glory, yet for the matter 
ſoundly, their corrupt manner , what was that to| 
Paul? that Chriſt was truly preached, he therein re- 


valate, nottorehi{h good mearte, and well cooked, 
becauſe we reliſh not the Cooke. 

Thus I haue ſhewed both the meanes to diſcouer, 
ind notes to try our falſe hearts by. And of the third 
111uftration of the deceatfulneſſe of the heart , name-| 
ly,by the valearchableneſſe thereof, ſo much. 


CHAP» 


Cnar: XXITX, 


Certaime generall uſes ariſing out of the former dattrive 
of the hearts deceitfulneſſe , or any exhortation to 
watchfulne(ſe aner , and dealing wiſely,and iraitely 

 withonr hearts. 


Auing by Gods goodnes thus finiſhed the 
whole dodrine of the hearts deceitfulnes, 


irremaineth now inthe concluſion , that 
beſides thoſe particular vices which wee 


ches of this doctrine, we ſhew alſo the general which 
ariſerh from rhe whole. And they areſpecially fiue. 

1. If our hearts bee ſuch decciuers, it Nands vs 
then in hand alwaiesto have oureyes in our heads, 
and to have our wits about vs, hauing to deale 
with1ſo notable a iugler, fo full) of cunning rrickes & 
ſleights, continually ready to ſnare vs. Wewalkein 
the tniddeſt of ſnares , notonelyneere them, biitin 
the very middeſt of them , oper veren with them 
on every ſide. Therefore let vs alwayes beſupici-/ 
ous, and iealous over our hearts in all plzces, and 
vport all occafions in our ſolitarineſſe, inour com4 
pany, in or buſineſſe with men, inour dealings 
with God, inhearing, praying, meditating ; inour 


temptations. When the Philiſtims were going 
out to warre againſt the Tſfatlites, they diirffnor 
{ lex Qewegoe with them; they had him in iealovſie, 
| becauſe 'of the loue hee barero his owne Countrie, 


bave already made of ſome ofthe particular brane | 


dealings alfo with Sathan , in wreſtling with his | 


| |, SAM:219, | 
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Aa 3 and 


Viess, 
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and therefore put hin owt of the Armie. Happy | 
| wereirfor ys in our ſpititoall warre with Smthan, 
I ifwcecould ascaſly-xid our (clues of our naughty 
| deceitfull heart, as they did themſelues of Dania, 
| Wee haue farre greater cauſe to ſuſpe our heart, 
| then they David. The acquaintance of the fic 
with Sathan , and Sathans intereſt in the fleſh, is 
greater then the Iſraelites in David. Beſides that, 
they neuer had any experience of D a##4s deceirful- 
 neſſe, and vataithfulneſle, as wee haue had of the 
fielbes + Therefore I ſay it were well, if wee could 
wholly ca(hirc this treacherous and perfidious fleſh, 
} Butfinceir ſtickes ſocloſe, as that we cannot polk- 
| | bly be ſhift of it, therefore wee muſt alwaics haue an 
(| eyc.oucr it ; cuen as. wee would haue oucran-vatru. 
1 lie pilfering ſeruant, who not obſerued, will filtch, 
For certainely ſuch is the deccitfulnefſe of our harrs, 
that if our eye bee never olittle off them, off goes 
the yoake of the Lord preſently,and they breake out 
into ſome vnlawfull liberty or other. Keepe wee 

Lomas then our wy as S—_ counſels, fenced with 
a doubleguard, as the Iayler biscloſepriſoner. Sce 

j | oo ——_—" - —_ 4 bog looke to the win- 
|  dowes, as Job did. It there decany open paſlage, 
| —_— this deceiuer will cither let in ſome body to bins , 

- which ſhould not come in, or elſe heewill out him- 
ſelfe. If wee fall a ſleepe and negleR our watch, ci- 
ther the Diucl!, and bis ſuggeſtions will enter ; cucn 
| | as when the fence ofa vincyardisdowne, then the 
l | ey nn and all manner of wilde beaſts come in 
| and deuoureall; orclſc our heartirſelfe will wander 
. "_— like gadding.Dizsb, in the idle regs 
of | 
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| of her owne vaine imaginations, Thus then ſhould 
wee thinke with our ſelues every morning. This day 
I am to venture into the world, and ſnares cuery 
wherelic thicke and threefold; if I rake not beede, 
eaſily (hall I be caught, For what alas is there where- 
in my heart is not ready to deceiue me ? I am now 
going toprayer : My heart wilt be ready co thrufi 
in idle and wandring-ancies, vnleſle I watch ouerit 
[am now togiue analmes, orto goe toconfer with 
my Chriſtian friends - Pride and yaine glory will 
foile mec, vnleſſc I looke well ro my ſelfe. I am now 
going todcalc in ſuch a controverſic, with a con- 
rentious and wrangling man - My heart will quick- 
ly breake our into rage and diſtemper, and my 
mouth, will ſoone ouerſhoote ic felfe, if I hold 
it notes with a bridle. Jam going to afealt : if 
I put nor a knife to my throate I ſhall caſily 
bee oucr-reached by my deceitfull- appetite. If 
| [ let looſe the reines to mine owne corrupt heart, 
[ ſhall fone offtngd in exceffe, either of meate or 
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wee mult yſe in all our occaſions whatſocucr : Fo: 
all places are full of theſc ſnares , the ſtreete,, the 


—— 


hauſe , rhe board, the bedde, the cloſer, yea the | 
__ _ Church, | 


”— O— a — n —_ 


Pro,zz.t, 


- —wO_OCdl——— 


4 


Marth, 6. 


| 


T he aeceitfulneſſeof mans heart. x 


Church, the pulpit. The cxhortation of Pau! to 
Timorhy, Watch thawinallthings , is needfull , be- 
cauſe the heart, deceitfull aboue all things, 1s alſo 
 deceirfull in all things, even inthebeſt things that 


| 


| 


it things 


that our mindes ſteale not away from God. Neuer 


ſo farre , that it will-bec long etc thou wilt catch it 
' againc, It will be ſo frozen, that it: will be lopgere 


true deuotion : andthoy mult ſpendas much time , | 


may be. And therefore Chriſt bids vs take take heede | 


ro our hearts, 'euen in ouralmes and prayers, and 


other the hoticftſervices weean poſhbly performe, 
for eucn in them ſnares will bee fer for vs. In theſe | 
actions wee had neede ſhut the doore of our hearts 


chen truſt. thou this hearr ofthine, that it-will bee 
well ordered, and kept in good frame ; though thoy 
carry not-alwayes ſo heauy ahandand narrow an 
eycqucr itz. No; if thou looke not.thus firaightly 
todr; it will begonc ; as a wild-hosſe, if timan once 
lergoc the bridle, as hee is walking in his journey: 
And then whcaheeizoncepone, hee will not bee 
gotten. againe.in haft; but a man muſt ſpend as 
much tirne in: we — would hapily | 
haue beene- ſufficient £0. haue diſpatched the:whols 

tourney. So willit fare with thy heart, if oncethou 
ler goe this bridle of watchfulneſle - It willrunne out | 


thou can bring it romeſte. It willbe ſoloofe, and 
idle, that it will be long ere thou canſt workeit vnto 


nay more, in ſceking to.re-gainethy heart againe , 
and to bring it ihto rerpper and tune, for the ſer- 
uiceof God, then would haue ſerved for the good | 
pertormance of the ſcruice it ſelfe. But aboue all 
things ſee thou truſt not thine heart with ſuch 
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| chings as may bee dangerous occaſions. tg euill. 
Looke. berrer:to itthen ſo. Boa5 TEarelbtl of this, as 
thon att of gli lteto dds, oraſwordto 
a2 Mad man.' Thineeyes cannot bce quicke cnough | 


times ſo foberly, and vie ſuch faire perſwations:t 
be vntettered ,:and promile char be will be ſo huic 
&c.. But vo ſooneris he looſe; burhee plaics :2akes 
wounds, ilates , deſtroyes wharſuener is in his way 


ea, cuen him thatilooſed him: So l:kewiſe deale 0 

arts with vs. They.canflatter with us, and O wh 
toutd we trouble our felues ſormuch, alwayes to b 
looking to them? and why ſhould we deale ſo bad 
ly with them ,-alwaies ſo to k HM 


| they:hauc deiter gouernment- of chemſclues ;-the 
| that weneedeto fcare them ſo, &c.But whenonce) | 
they haue gotfree, then they ſerue vs like the mad i 
| man,ſothat we ſhall cuc thetime that ever we gaue 
themliberty, | 
23, This deceitfulneſſe of our hearts muſt canſe 
vs often to renew ourcouenant with God, and by 
ſolemne vowes and proteſtations of our repen- 
tance , a$it were with ſixong_ rapes, to binde and 
| holdfaſt theſe fugicines. Ifa man be knowne to be 
a common deceiuer, wee will neuer take his word 
for any thing - butif wee muſt needs deale with 
him , we will be ſure ro hauc his handand Seal, and 
the belt ſecurity wecangert. So wiſe, and wary are 
wein the matters ofthislife. Well, thy heart is far 
more cunning to deceiue thee, then the crafticft 


; * 
mace 2 tachold them fo ſhorr of all liberty 2 "he | 
\ 


forthy heart then, The mad.mauwyill ſpeake ſores | 


binds out 
(clues to God 


fox that is, tooucr-reach his neighbour. Be not =_ 
oO | 


— 
——— 
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ſo ſimple as to belceue cuery ligh , eucry wiſh. and 
word, cucry motion , andinclination of thy heart. 
For how oftcn,as I have ſhewed before , doc our 
hearts dealc like Zareb when bee was to bee borne, 
ake many good profers of comming forth out of 
heir finnes , as it were the darkeneſſe ofthe wombe, 

| into the light of grace, butthey recoile preſently} 
"wo ſlight occaſion is in ſteade of a Perez vnco 
them. Andyet loethe fillinefle ofmen ; to belceue | 
| their hearts chat are ſo. light of faich, They thinke 
verily when they fecle ſome fit of good affrion, 
O now I baue got the victory, finne ſhall neucr 
ſo preuaile againe mce as it was wont; when yer 
- | the ſame houre, it may bee, fetsrhemina worſe ta- 
1-Sam.14-17- | king then cucr before. Saw/,though affe Red with | 


Chap,2 Is 


18.9. Dare npologie he acknowledged both Dan/din-| 
n 


nocence, and his ownevniuſtice, andthough with 
ceares, with good words, CHy/onne David, wih| 
good praycrs, The Lord render thee good, hie witnelſed| 
— ood will toDasid, yet for all this Dawrd; truſted 

mY im not, bur kept himſclfe in the hold ill : For | 
ſhortly after Sas! was bunting after him againe. 
And'though then alſo he ſeemed go relent, and pro- 
L.$40.36.21- | miſed Davidpcace: Come againe my ſon Dauid,1 wil 
(doe thee no more harme; yec forall that Dama hearke- 
ncd not : For what hcede is to bee taken to a falle 
and fickle t.eatted mans words? Our bearts be- 
ing as hckle and inconſtant in their relenting affe- 
| Hons towards the Lord, as Sauls was toward D- 
id , ſhould wee truſt them any more in ſuch fits, 
then Daniddid Sanl? No : but fincecuen the ſtron- 
gelt bonds are too weake to hold ſuch f1;ppery 


hearts | 


_ a— 
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hens , thatthey flide not out ofour hands, there. 
| fore cauſe them to enter into folemne Couenant 
with the Lord,as thoſc in Nebemiah, Ezrs, and the 
Chronicles. T hus did David, I have fworne, ſaith hec 
and will performe it , that Iwill keepe thy fatmres, In 
| euillrhings, to which weare prone by nature,we can 
bindour ſclucs by oaths &vowes, when we feele our 
ſelues df] oh vntochem, as to reuenge,, when the 
ininrie is freſh, andour hotbloud is vp - how much 
more then ſhould wee doe the like ingood ? The 
Digellſces that wrath is aficeſoone out ; therefore 
' hee will nouriſh it with an oath - how much more 
ſhould we nouriſh the fire of zcale and good affe 
Ri6ns, which have no fewel! from within vs, as an! 
ger hath, and fo are farre more eaſily cxcinguiſh- 
ed? how much more I fay ſhould rngr with eh 


and vphold in our ſelves all good things with thi 
=> an oath, and coucnant-ftriking with th 
? Andheereſece thatchouregiſtcr, andrecord 
in'thy accounts-booke this rhy Coucnant , that ſo | 
when thy deceitful heart (hall be offering to ſtarte a 
fide; andgivetheethe ſlippe, thou mayeſt preſent 
lyrrecall it , and kcepe it in withputtingit in mind 
| ofthis covenant, VVhat? didſt not thowon ſuch a 
. time, when thou were humbled vnder rhe hand of 
God, and haddeft ſome good delires Kkindled in 
thee by his Spirit, didſt not chou then ſalemne! 
give thy faith to God, and by the ſiraighteſt bonds 
of thy vowe and oarh , firmely knit thy felfe vnto 
him , and wilt thou ſo ſoone bee offering tomake e- 
ſcapes from him ? Haſt thou ſo foone forgotten thy 
dans Thou falſe fugitiue : Bur yeſterday =_ | 
thou 
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thou brought home to thy:Maſter, then thou hum- 
bledſtthy ſclfe voto himy ſoughteſt reconciliation, 
promiſedſt more fairhfull ſeruice. And yet art thou 
ow offering ſo quickly. to take-thee to thy heeles 
againe ? | 

3. This deceitfulneſſe of our hearts muſt reach 

vs wiſedome, to rake thenyar the vantage, when at 
any time wee finde them in a good moode,, in any 
ſort well affeted, or difpoſed ro any good duty, 
Thou haſt this wiſedome in the things of this lite : 
Having to deale withalight, and inconſtant man, 
when thou findeſt him in che-goodl vaine, then 
thou wilt be ſure to lay holdof that opportunity, 
and to take him then at his word, For thou know- 
eſt, that if thon ſhouldeſt ler him gae on neuer (0 
lixle longer , wichin at hawre or twa, hee would be 
of another minde. Afſſuredly thy heart is far more 
variable and vancertaine , thenthe fickleſt map that 
can-bce, Docſt thou then. ſelear. any times that 
thy heart is warmed;withigodd motions, inlarged 
with good affections 5 lift 'vp. 40! heauen-in ſpiritual 
meditations, doeſt thon feele any ſparkles of the 
| bhevenly fire} cake thou the belowes preſently, 
blow .F4l-chey  flame;;/: cherifa ,/ and make, much 
euch. of the ſmoaking'flax';; Now is the time for 
thce, now Hay,in this floate of good afteRions, 
whenchy heart is ſo welkprepared, rofall to praier, 
' to -cobfefhon of thy finmes - Gaxcading,no Whig 

good exerciſes of repemtahce/and inuacation., an 
in aword to the doing, of that good wortke for the 
which motions. and deſires arc riſen in eby minde. 
| For how often bauc the beſt of vs beene beguilcd 


here ? 


—— ——_—_ 
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\ere?.othinke we (hould doe afterwards that which | 
+ preſent wee purpolſcd and defired, and withinan 
| nnOQre or lefl all our heat is gone , our affetions are | 
growne chi} ,nd coole, our hearts heauy, our ſpirits 
drowfie and dead,and fo onr ſelues wholly diſabled, 
for the doing ofthat wee thought. And why? be- | | 
cauſe we ſtrucke not the iron whiles ie was hot, we 
held not our hearts faſt, when we had hnld of them, | 
wee vicd nor the meanes to keepe them ſtill in good | 
frame and temper, And fo all our good thoughts | 
vaniſh and come to nothing. Excellently Dauid, L 
My heart O:God is prepared. WW hai? ſhall I ſuffer now | Pſal.g7.7. | 
other occaſions to call mce another way ? No : for | * | 
then all that life and vigour which now I feele, will | 
be gone - but 7 wit ariſe, and gine thankes , and ſo] | 
will ariſe and pray, ariſe and confefle, &c. Oh if we 
would goc to prayer in this ſpring-tide, as it were of | 
good aff: tions, how then, as the Prophet ſpeaketh, | 
(hould we powreout a prayer ? how would theriuers | Efay.36,16. | 
of repenting tcares ouer- flow ? whereas, negleing | 
this occaſion, our prayers come but droppinelyfrom 4 
vs afterwardin the ebbe of our aff:Rions, It cannot | 
be ſpoken how little a thing will diſtrat and vnſertle ; 
our hearts. Theyare like toglaſſes, rhar will be hurt | 
with a little breath , and vnto Muficall Inftruments, | 
thar will be pur ourtof tune with the leaſt diltemper | 
ofthe Ayre. And therfore we had not need to preter- 
mit rhe opportunitie when we feele them wrought 
vpon in any ſort by the holy Spirit of God. Whar 
good impreſſions would they not receiue then , be- 
ing ſo ſoft and tender ? whereof afterward they will | 
[Hot be capable , being returned totheir former —__ | 
netle f 


I. 
Me ee 
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Luke 24. 35, 


Pro.zc 3 | £ . 


Plal,86.21, 


1.Chro,29,18, 


| 


The decent fulneſſe of 


yCiic 2 Doe fhen go 1d thou il-<$ «Gl 


1 miclues, doc 1: h pucſts leeke ©, 1 1m thy 

ieart ? Oh w.lcome them inthe kiigdetmanne lay 
told of them, and by thy k:nde ard 1eſpeAtive viage 
of them, cont; aine them, as they once our Sauiour, 
 » ſtay till with thee. Whar 1s this kinde entertain» 
ment wee are to ſhcw them, bur the enterrainment 
of our prayers, rcading and conferring of the word? 
[ft wee would doe {o, after once good afteRions are 
entered into our hearts, we ſhouldcuen lucke vp the 
dore vpon them , that they could nor get outagaine, 
ſo wee ſhould haue more of their company then 
now wee haue in ſtead of viſiting vs now and then, 
they would become daily gueſts, and ordinary reli- 
dentaries with vs. Salomin bids vs eſtabliſh our 
thonghts by connſell, This Prouerbe bath his truth & 
ven in holy & ſpiritual thoughts, the which alas will 
ſoone faile, vnleſle wee ſettle and confirme them 
in our hearts, and after the ſpirit hath once entered 
them into vs, doe fo pegge and hammer them in, 
and drive them downe fo Gs , by the vſe of good 
meanes , as that we may notealily looſe them after- 
ward. Ar the firſt riſing then of a good thought, 
pray with D aud, becauſe thou feareſt the deceitful- 
nefle of thine heart, knit my heart ; this falſe ficklc fu. 
gitiuc heart alwaios ready to ſteale from thee, knitit 
O Lord, and tyeitfaſt unto thee , that as it is now 
with thee, ſo it may till remaine with thee And 


| againe,, with the ſame Prophet ,in the bebalfe of his, 


people, when they were ſo welll diſpoſcd in their 
chercfull offering to the Temple, © Lord keepe thu 
for ener this frame of the thong hts of thy ſeruants heart. 


Wl 
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And freme bis minde towirds thee, This Counſ. ll. 
taking with Godin prater,is the only remedy ayainſt 
the deceitfulneſle of our hearts, for the preſerving 
and cſtabli(hing of all good thoughts and deſires. 

. The deceitfulneffe of our hearts muſt cauſe vs 
daily to keepe an audit in our owneconlcience, cucr 
and anone calling them to their accounts, A trulty 
ſeruant,an Elcazar,we willlet goc on,and reckon bur 
ſeldome with him : but a Gehez3, one that is but of 
ſlippery fidelity, had neede be reckoned with every 
day. The m;ſe:able experier c: then which we haue 
had of the falſenes of theſe hearts, lo often deceiuing 
vs , muſt make vs tobe very ſtrait & ſeuere incxami- 
ning of them. Sa/omon not obſcurely intimates this 
to be the cauſe of our hearts deceitfulnes,that we do 
nottake this paines of a ſtrit triall - Euery mans wayes 
are pare in his owne eyes: but the Lordiryeth the hearts, 
and fo ſees their ſecretdeceit, which we perceive nor, 
becauſe we try not. Let vs neither therfore let recko- 
nings runne On, but cucry day let vs make all eucn, 
let vs chaſtiſe our ſelues euery morning , examine 


the night, as wee lye waking on our beds, [n the 
matter of diſburſement of money , forthe repayring 
of the Temple, 79/744 gaue charge chat no reckoning 
ſhould bee made with them into whoſe hands the 
mony was deligercd : for (faith hee) they deale 
fairhfully. Indeede,ifour hearts dealt faithfully with 
vs, wealſo mighr (pare this labour of daily countt- 
caſting : But becauſe both the word of God, ,and our 
owne experience hauec ſufficiently diſcoucred their 


vnfaithfulneſſe ; therefore wee contrarily muſt fay, 
Let 


our ſelves eucry eucning , cuen inthe ſtill lence of 
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Let there be daily, yea, hourely reckonings kept with 
our hearts, for they deale exceeding vntaithtully, 
The M-fitan, becauſe his inſtrument quickcly 
growes out of tune,eucn whiles be is playing, there- 
tore cuen then he will bee tuning ot it, as ſoome as he 
(pics the lealt jarring in any ot the firings - Somuft 
we intcrmixethe!correttion and amendment of our 
hearts, ( which is done by fin@examination) roge- 
ther with their vic and imployment, and not to be 
like the fooliſh mower , that ſtil] mowes, and neuer 
whets his Sythe. 

Laſtly , fince all our hearts nacurally are fo full 
fraught with guile, being ſoimmcalurably and va. 
ſearchably deceitfull, as here the Prophet teach 
eth; it muſt cauſe vs in the hearty bewayling and 
confefling of this corruption, to ftriue for the cot 
trary grace, Wee, that by the mercy of God pms 
feſle religion more lincerely, are ready tothinke our 
ſelues wronged, if webeecalled hypocrites and de- 
ceitfull people. No, let vs make vie of ſuch imputs 
tions and profit by theraylings of ourcencmies : For 
they lay no other imputation on vs, then here God 
himſelfe doth, (aying, The heart of man, without es 
ception of any, « deceitful. So that the heart , euen 
of the moſt holy and regenerate, is ſtill io part de- 
ceitfull, as in paititis wicked. Letvs not then den 
that in our ſelues, which the God of truth bath laide 
vpoen vs - but ler vs rather ſearch outthis privy and 
cloſe hypocriſic of our hearts ; and bauing foundir, 
purge them of it : Praying with the Propher, Rexue 4 
right ſpirit in me,labouring for that ſame truth in the 


inward parts which God ſo loucth , that ſo wee ws 
wit 


— 
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| T he deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. " 


{ with Apeles,br appronuedin Chriſt,and with Nerbeni- 
cl, eruc I(raelites,in whom is no guile,cuen the //Fae/ 
of God,purein heart, The which that we may atraine 
vnto I will teere fer downe certaine, both meanes 
and motines. 


EANTeELARESSLISBERED 
Cnae. XXX, 
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| Motiues vnto, and meancs of Sincerity, 


He Motines to incite vs vnto linceritieand 
$ linglenes of heart are many, and powerfull, 
throughout the whole booke of God, ſome 
whereof I will vrgeat this time. 

1. Sincerity is the grrdle,, whereby el other gra- 
ces are tyedcloſe vntovs: Sothe Apoſtle in the de- 
ſcription of the ſpirituall armonr, cals ir he girdle 
of trarh : Andtherefore here alſo is true that we ſay, 
vngirt,vnbleſt, Hee is but a looſe man, thar wants 
this girdle. Let his gifts and graces be neuer lo ex- 
cellent, yer they (ir but looſe about him , when a 
forme comes they will eaſily be ſhaken off, From 
him that hath not, ſhall be taken away that hee hath. 
From him that hath not the gift of /encere ſanctifi- 
cation , {hall betaken away theſe common gitts of an 
overly, and ſaperficiary illumination, yea , his ſhowes 
alſo oftrue SanRification : not onely that hee hath 
hall bee taken away,but that alſo which he ſeemes ro 
bave. The Figge-tree that onely madea ſhew with 


Epeſ.6.14. 


Mart,13 13- 


Luke 18.18! | 


leaues having no fruit,in theend, being corſed, loſt the 
B b  leaues | 
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leaues too, wherewith it decciued our Saviour, and 
wholy withered.Gods gittsin an vnſound hart,con. 
trary as it wereto their own nature, being peruerted 


to wrong ends, doecuen (ſigh vnder our £.buſe, and 


God hearing thicir groanes, gives them the wings of 


the Eagle, tw flyc away from ſuch iniuſt poſlefſours, | 


How fearcſvll arc the examples of many vnlound 
profeſſors, who notwithſtanding all their goodly | 
flouriſhes, haue yet vaniſhed at laQ2chey haue beene | 


| ftript ſharke nak«d ofall, theirright hand bath for-| 


got it skill, their right eye hath Leene darkened,their 
arme withered, they have mouldred away, and be- 
come meere nothing, vefauoury ſale , fir tor nothing 
but the dnnghil. Chriſt hauing told the Church of 
Sardis that her graces were teady to dye , giucs this, 
reaſcnthercof : For 1 haue mot found thy works per-/ 
fett Lefore CBd. Therefore they are ready to die, be 
cauſe tainted with the inſeQion of bypocrifie. Had| 
not /zdas many excellent graces of Prayer, preach- 
ing,miracles ? &c. yet, foraſmuch as they wanted 
the ſaltoffinceritie to preſcrue them from-putrels. 
tion, both hee and they milerablyrotted, and came 
ro fcarcfull deſolation : His heart became a ſtye and- 
table for Satan to lodge in , and to begetthat mon- 


[Rrous conception of barbarous and erecherous villa 
nie; Sothat whatthe Pſalmiſt ſpeaketh concerning 


the wicked mans temporall eſtate, may truely bec 
ſpoken concerning the bypocrites ſpiricual!'cſtate., 
1 ſaw him like the frrſh lawrell, ſpreading himſelfe, and. 


flouriſhing : but lce the roote being corrupt with hyps- 


criſie, hee could not held out. Inquirie for him, and 
for his many graces, hisgreat knowledge, his but- 
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ning zeale , his forward alacrity, &c, and toc their 

place cannot be tound. The bedy when the ule is 

once gone, may not long ſtay abouc ground;it mu 

nceds be buried - Sothe hypocrites graces —_— | 
ſincerity , which is the very ſoule and lite all grace , | 
they arc but aſtinking carrion, 4nd what ſhould an 
odious and vgly loachſome carkaſle doe}, but bee | 
throwneinto the pit? Sctandeth it vs notthen in hand 
to looke to our (clues, that we be vprigkt in heart, if 
we would enioy the ſweet comfort of our nall per- 
ſerucrance? For, as excellently Br ad/ord,the way of 
| Chriſt is the traight way, and ſo ftraight,that as few | 
can finde it, and few walkeinit,ſo none can halt in it, | 
but mult needs goe vprigke. For as the ſtraightnefle 
will ſufter no recling tothis ſide or that ſide : foifany 
man halt, he is like ro fall oft che bridge intothe pit | 
| of eternall defiruftion, An vaſound horſe that hath 
ſome ſecret fault, may carry as good a ſhew as the | 
ſoundeſt, and ar rhe firſt for a mile or two will tra- 
well as freſhly and cheerefully as any , but at length 
ke tires and gives ouer. Sois it with arrvnſomidand | 
deceitſull Chriſtian : Notwithſtanding ll his faire 
beginnings , and hopefull entrances, yet he conti- 
nues not. Let an Apple ſeeme neuer ſo beautifull, if 
it be rotten at core,it will quickly putrifie. The hovſc 
built on the ſandcannot ſtand alwaics : If atempet} 
ariſe, downeit goes, it fals, and the fall thereofis 


great, like that of Ieruſalem , which, though it were | Marth.7, 
a-moſt glorious and goodly City , yetit was wholy | rue 59.44, 


| tvined, andleuclled with the ground , not 4 lone /e/s 
| vpon« one, So greatisthefall of theſe ſandy Chri- 
' flians, that it euen at oniſherh them that knew them 
| Bb 2 before | 
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before, when they ſtood floriſhing in their pride and | 
beauty. So that here alſo wee may tran(late thoſe 


words of the Prophet from the outward goods,and | 


. apply themro the inward graces ofthe wicked : 0h 


how horribly and (odainly are they conſumed? T hen haft 
ſet them, andtheir graces t00477 ſlippery ground © As a 
dreame they vaniſh, cc, And as they in the Prophet | 
lament Tyr and Sidon, with the like lamentation | 
may wee bewaile the pittifull rwines of the vnſound | 
Chriſtian. 7 hou haſt beene in Eden, the garden of God, | 
as one of the fair:ft trees thereof + enerie precioms (tone 
was in thy garment the Ruby,the Topaze,the Diamond, | 


Manth.6.3%- | of the gallant Lillies, putting downe Sa/»m09 in all 


lonah 46.7.4. | dow yee ſat reioycing - butglas with 7opas his ioy:| 


| as ſodainly conſumed them all : Sothat now yee are 


| alwayes a Sow, power of re-entrance ſhall be gran- 
ied to the;mpure ſpirit, withthe company of ſeuen | 
worle, thatas once he hid thoſe Gadaren Swine, he | 


| &c. But alas , alas, theſe ereat ones that were cloathed 
with purple and ſ:ike + For in one houre are all theſe ri- 
 ches come 10 deſslation, Yeſterday flouriſhing like one 


| his glory , and alas to day calt intothe fiery Ouen of 
| bell. The many gevurds of excellent graces ſprouted| 
vp ſodainly and grew mightily,and vnder their ſha-| 


For ite worme ofa deceitful] heart in onenight hath 


worſe then cuerbc fore; as /op«b, after the periſhing 
ofhis gourd,troubled not only with the ſun, bur alſo 
| with the Eaſt- winde, T ke winds of the Diucls temp- 
tations (hail be |erlooſe, more fiercely to inragethe 
ſcorching Sunne of thine owne concupiſence and 
corruption,tree liberty {hall be given to thy former. 
ly reſtrained corruption; & foraſmuch as thou walſt 
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' may carry thee head-long into the filthy and mirie 
ſea ofthincowne flc{hlineflce, tt ere to wallow and 
tumble as before thy cleanſing, God hath threatned, | 
and hee will bee as goodas his word, to ſpue our | 
thec luke- warme our of his mouth. Thinke not now { 
that God will beclikethee, that as thou eateſt vp | 

; thy vomit, ſo hee will his, and ſuffer thee, after thou 

| art once vomited to comeinto his {tomacke againe. : 

' Nay , becauſe hee ſaw thou waſt ſuch a dogge that | 
thou wouldſt retarne to thy firne, which thou had(t : 
vomited,thercfore hath he ſpued thee cut for ever; | 
toteach thee by his example in (puing thee out,how | 
thou ſhou!dit haue ſpued thy (in out , namely with- | 
out a deſire of eucr returning to it againe, as the 
Iſraelites to their forſaken Zgypre Such J/raclites , 
that after their departure from Fzypr , carrie yet a | 
diſpoſition of returning, in the wildernes muſt they | 
die, into Gods reſt neuermuſt they enter. O miſc- | 
rablecaſc of the hypocrite, which is fo deſperate,and 
irremediable { The fall of the ſandy houſe, ſaith our | 
Sauiour, « great. Herein great, becauſe ſo quathed 
in ſhiuers , that it cannor bee reared vp againe, and 
the curke of God is ſuchvponit , being fallen , that 

like Jericho and leraſalem it is irreedifiable, With 

my whole htart hane I ſoeg ht thee, ſaith Danid, (ſuffer 

mee not to wander fromthy Commandements, Inlinua- | 
ting thereby, that ſuch as doenor ſceke God with |, 
their whole bearr, thar is, in ſingleneſle of heart, vn- | 


| fained!y, God will ſuff-r them to wander in crooked | 


blinde wayes , andthat fearcfully and irreturneably. |, 
Tothe hike purpoſe is that in the ſame Plalme - Zet } 


myhearrbe upright in thy flatutes;that 1. may nener be | 
. . 3 Wh aſhamed | 
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The deceit fulneſſe of mans heart. 


«ſhamed, Thoſe then that are not vpright in heart, 
God owes them a ſhame, and will aſluredly pay it 


vnto them. Is it nota (ſhame fora man in goud trade / 


to proue bankerupt, andrurne begger ? willlice noc 


| bee aſhimed to looke any body in the face, that 
| knew him before? fo ſurely is it with the deceitful! 


Chriſtian , when hee is thus fallenaway; being now 


| maJe a miſerable ſpeRacle , and asit were a monſter 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


| 


p 


| 


. 


2 


to bee pointed at with the finger, that as the truc 
I{racliteis noted out with a Zehold, for imitation, 
Behold atrue Iſraclite in whom © noguile , lo he with 
4 Behold,for deteſtation, behold the man that tooke not 
G 0 D for hu ftrength. What a ſhame is this, when 
it will be ſaid, was not this the great Profeſſour , the 
earneſt Preacher? andloe now with Demas, he bath 
;imbraced the preſent World. Did not Adams Apo- 
ſalie fill his face with ſhame? Howſocuer ſome- 
times this kinde of men haue faces of wainſcote, and 
fore-heads of braſle, yet their conſcience, Idarc ſay, 
is alhamed to ſee Gad diſcoucr their filthy naked: 
neſle, by taking away their very ſhowes of grace, 
and bringing their ſecret wickedneſle to light. 1 
conclude thea this firſt motiuc withthe wordes of 
our Saviour, whoſe it is : T«ke beed of hypocrifie. For 
there is nothing hid that ſhall mot be revealed , nor cont- 
red , that it ſhallnot bee knowne. How righteous , O 
Lord, isthis thy indgement vpon hypocrites? They 
arenot thatthey ſeeme,and are thoughtto be ; There- 
- at laſt they ſhall ſcewe,and be 1hovght to be that 
they are. 
2. Sinceritie is thehigheſt pcrfeRion attaineable 


in this life, Thae which is wanting in the _— 
© 
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of obcdicnce and holineſle, is made vpinthetruth 
and ſoundneſſe thereof, Therefore Peter being af- 
ked of the meaſure of his loue ro Chriſt , loweſt 1hox 
me more then theſe? anlwereth onely concerning the 
trath; being asked of the quantity, anſwereth onely 
concerning the qualitie,Lord thou knoweſt that 1 lome 
thee, For the quantity, it matters not ſo much with 
thee : None loues thee ſo much as hee ovght - but 
for the fincere qualitic, which is all in all with thee, 
as for that, I appealc to thy ſelfe. Hence itis that 
where the Scripture ſpeaketh of pesfeRian, ir isto 
be vndcerſtood of ſinceritie in the feeling of tmper- 
fetion,andinancarneſt deſiring, andaſpiringafter 
perfetion. Thoſe that in one place are ſaid to bee 
perfeR, in another, by way of expotition, arc faid to 
be vpright. 

3, Where finceritic is, there God both cones 
and ewres all other infirmities. As hypocriliedrow- | 


JT 


neth many excellent graces, and cauſeth God to 
take no notice of them ; ſo contrarily ſinceritie ma- | 
ny groſſe infirmities, and by drawing the eye of 
God to it (clfe, cauſeth it towinkeatthem. How, 
many infirmitics ſcaped from the good Prophet 
Danid? his numbring the people, his contertei- 
ting madneſſe, his colluſion with Czchſb, his raſh 
anger, and furious ſwearing and vowing the death 
of Nabel, and his vniuſt dealing with good poore 


| 


Mephiboſheth, Theſethings were (innes, yerfinceri. 
tie was 4 vaile vnto them. Becauſe -finceritic was 
notſo ſhaken in his other {innes, as'in his murther 
and adultery : God that-tooke ſome [peciall notice 


hn 


of this laſt, would take'none ar all of the other. 
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in all things, ſaue in the matter of Vr1ah.\N hen at He-| 
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The deceitfnlneſſeof mans heart. 


we 


The heart of David, ſaith che Scripture, was Vpriehs 


Fekiabs Paſſcouer , there had beene ſomewhat in 
ſome of the people their reparation, yet Hezekiah 
charitably preſuming ofthe {inceritie, and honeſtie 
of rheir hearrs, prayes thus for them; 79e good Lord 


| bee mercifull to him that prepareth hu whole heart 19 


ſecke the Lord God, thongh hee be not clenſeq according 


to the purification of the Sanftuarie. Lo how fincerity 
| oY : : | 
preuailed agaiaſt the defe& of legall. purification , 


being more powerfull to draw Gods bleſſing, then 


rhc other his curſe, Some of 4ſaes infirmities hauing| 
beene mentioned by the Holy Ghoſt, as that the! 
high places were nottaken away , yet the concluli-! 
an is, Tet bis hears was vpright towards tbe Lord all 
hn geyes, Loc how all other his infirmities are coue-| 
red with the mancle of fincericy. Comtrarily in 7chy, 
wee may obſerue, how the Holy Gboſt after a large 


| deſcription of many excellent things done by him, 


doth at laſt 2s it were draw a crofle line,and blot out 


all ſpoken before with this concluſion; But Tehu re-| 


garded ner itowalke in the law of the Lord with all hu 


| heart. Lobow all other his graces are buriedin the 


grauc of an vnſound heart - Great #er1wes not (weet-. 
ned with (inceritie, are no 07 4ment vito vs: And, 
great infirmities,not ſourced with hypocrilic, are no 
great deformities. Thoſe God acknowledges not;theſe 
God i1mpates not. | 

4. Neither doth God coueronely, butin time | 
cure alſofinceritiesimperfeRions z giving it ſtrength | 
and daily exerciſe of graceto preuaile againſt them. 
For ths. eyes of the Lord behold all the earth to ſhew 


hims- 


_——_—_—_—*” 


— 


 —  — 
— —— 


 Theatceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


bimſelfe trong with them that are of wvpright heart, 
| Howſocuer they may bee weake in chemfclues, yer 


| their weakeneſle, Foras it is in the P/alwe,with the— 
vpright thou wilt be vpright ,thou wilt not faile him 
in his neede. No, The Lord neere tothem that call 
»p0n him, that call upon hims in trath, he js necre with 
the powerfull preſence of his Spirit, tohelpe them in 
all their needs, to relieuc , and ſuccourthem againſt 
all their infirmities and ecxmptations, VWhereupon 
che Plalmiſt prayes : Doe good, O Lord, to them that 
are truein heart; yea, and aflures vs out ofhis owne 
expericnce that Gods good 19 Iſrael, euen inthe mid- 
deſt of afli tion and temptation , but what L(rael ? 
10 thr pare in heart, And Paul promiſeth ſuch as arc 
femple to enill, that is ſtacere+hearted, that they ſhall 
not alwaycs bee held captiue vnder their infirmites , 
butat length Sarhan ſhall bee trod vnder their feet, 
It is the wont of the Lord to reward tbefinceritic 
of a little grace, with abundance of great graces; 
Nathaniel, before his comming to Chriſt , could 
hane no great knowledge, yet being a crue Iſraclite, 
void of guile , Chriſt turther inlighrens him, giues 
bimthe fob of the true Meſ5;4b, not onely bodily , 
þur ſpirituall, indues him with true faith, and promi- 
ſes him fill greater matters, Alas,the weake & dim 
knowledge that the poore Eunuch , and Cornelims 
had in the myſteric of godlineſle : yer becauſe: ac- 
cording to the poore meaſure of knowledge they | 
had, they worſhipped God fincercly, an Euange- | 
liſt was ſent to the one, and bothan Angell, and an 
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they ſhall feele Gods ſtrength perteRing it leifein | 


Apoſtle to the other ,. bringing the rewardof their 
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we 1. The deceirfulneſſe of ans bear. 


' curſe blowes vpon the great reuenucs of wicked 


'| itis thatthe vpright mans little portion of grace, is| 
| better then the greater ſhare of the Hypocrire z be- 


| lirtle ſpring betrer then agrearpond? Yes. For in 


—  — 


fnceritic in thcir hands, the clearer light of the Goſ- 
pell, and a fuller largeſle of ſpirituall gifts. For as 
the curſe of God is vpon hypocriſie , todecreaſeand 
deſtroy a great deale , a great flocke of grace, ſo the 
bleffing of God is vpon finceritie, to increaſe thelit- 
tle tocke, the two mites, the graine of Muſtard- ſeed 
of ſinceritie.$o that as inthe outward eſtate, fo alſo 
in the inward, itis true which the Prophet ſpeaketh 
of the true child of God. A little vnto the rightiong 


LN 


6 better then great riches to the wicked, For as Gods 


men, ſothat they often fall into decay, and are forc- | 
ced as the Pſalmiſt faith, co come and borrow, 


| euen ofthegodly man, who is poorer, thatis, hath 


not ſo much asthey : ſoalſoitis in the (pirituall ri-/ 
ches of the Hypocrites graces , compared with the 
vprighe Chriſtians. Their great gifts they hauc| 
proſper not - in the rime of their trouble they are, 
elad to borrow as it were of poorer men, to craue 
comfort and reliefe of meaner Chriſtians, not (o 
richly gifted as themſclues: likea5the fooliſh Vir-' 
ginsin the Parable, for all the great blaze of their 
Lampes, were faine to begge oyle of the wiſe. Hence 


cauſeit thriuevin his hands, and by his good huf- 
bandry quickly riſcs, the ſecret curſe of God, as 1 
moath, cating vp, and waſting the other. Is nota 


Summer, whenthegreatpond isdricd vp, thelittk 
ſpring ftill holds out and does vs ſeruice. So is it 


with the graces of finceritie. Though they bY uo 
| ittle 


£#. a kc _ 
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Barrell of the Sarepray Widow ; yet they have ſuch 
a ſpring , that as ſhce beld out in the Famine, when 
many of better cflate , in all likelihood periſhed, ſo 
when the proud Hypocrite, that had ten talents, is 
broken , and hath broughr his ten talentsro none, 
yet the humble incere Chriſtian, that had but two 
talcnts continues ſtill, and hath brought his ewo 
to foure, his five talents toten, And whatis the rea- 
ſon of this increaſe ? Eucn his ſinceritie. Becauſe 
thou haſt beene faithfull , faith our Sauiour, in 4 little, 
1 will make thee ruler over much, Surely Danid , as all 
other Chriſtians, had nogreart ftocketo begin witk» 
all - for the king dome of heauen, in the firſt beginning, 
is butas a graine of Maſtard-ſeed : yet in ſhort ſpace 
of time, that this little faithfully imployed , and 
wiſcly hosbanded,, brought ſo admirable an en- 
creaſe, thatthe poore Preatiſe got before the richeſt 
Merchants in this kinde, cucn the Teachers them- 
ſelues , and the graue Sages, and ancient Fathers, 
that had ofa long time knowne him 1hat was from the 
beginning , were of his old acquaintance, and were” 
in Chrift long before him. 1, the other day-a poore 
puny, a frelh-man , have now got more vnderitanding 
hen all my Teachers, forall their great reading , yea, 
then all my Ancients, for all thcirlong experience. 
But how might this come to paſſe? Beceuſe / kept 1hy 
precepes,namely, in finceritic. Ths 1 ſaid, ſaith hee, 
y, the grace to remember the Name of God in 
the night, to make his ſtatutes my ſongs in the houſe 
of my pilgrimage, &c. becauſe 1 kept thy precepts. 
$- Sinccritie as it lefſens ſomething our euill, ſoit 
| am» 


| little , as the Oile in the Cruſe, and the Mealein the 
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amplifies and addes to the glory of our good ati« 
ons, cuen ſuch as are but of the lower ſort. There is 
not the meaneſt at10n whatſocuer, which {inceritie 


; will not ſet a faire glozce vpon, and procureit, that 


grace-in the cyecs of God, that in ſome reſpeRs 
it ſhall bee matchablc even to workes farre greater, 
in their owne Nature, A poore labouring man that 
lives by bis hands, hauing bcene faithtull in thar 
place, and performing ſincere obedience thercin to 
God, may haue as much comfort on his death-bed, 


; as the beſt Miniſter and Magiſtrate , whoſe ſervice 


yetisin it ſelte farre more honourable. Yea, if his 
ſinceriticin his calling bee greater then theirs is in 
theirs, bis comfort alſo ſhall bee greater. For Gad 
regards not ſo much the matrer,as the forme ot our 


obedience, not ſo much the thing that wee doe, as 


the affeRion wherewith wee doe it. Where lince- 
ritie is, there, in the meaneſt workes that are, toge- 
ther with them, the heart is giuento God, And 
the more a man giues of his heartto God, the more 
acceptableis his worke, The Widdowes mite could 


| weigh bur light : but her heart weighed heavie. And 


ſo her Heart being pur to her mite, gave it weight 
aboue the greater , but farre more hartleſle largelcſle 
ofthe Phariſee. Sinceritieis to our workes , as ſpirit 
is to our bodies, maketh it farre better , then a grea- 
ter, where there is more fleſh, bur lefle ſpirit. O 
rare and excellent vertue of ſtnceritie, which can 
make light drammes, and barly cornes as maſhe 
and ponderous, as the hugetalent. Whereas con- 
trarily the want of ſinceritie maketh talents as light 


as feathers, Hypecrifte,ſuch'1s the fitth argon] 
| | erh) 


The deceit fulneſſe of mans heart. 


ſcth the pureſt metrals, andturneth very gold, yea 
| pretious ſtones inco ruſtic iron; Contrarily, finceri- 
ty inan excellent kinde of 4/cbymieturneth iron in- 
to gold, nd as once our Sauiour, water into Wine. 
Hypocriſie cauſeth the moſt glotious workes of 
almes, prayer, preaching , with greatindignationto 
bereicted - Sincerity the pooreſt works,of keeping 
ſheepe, ſweeping the bouſe, &c. with great fauour 
to bee accepted. Sincerity then is all in all, A (in- 
cere Rahab, is better then an vnſound 1adas. As in 
the naturall body, to vie S. Auſters compariſon, the 
caſe of the ſound finger is ſaferthen of the blindiſh 
eye. The finger indeede is but a little ſmall thing , 
and cannot doe ſuch feruice as the eye 5 itis not of 
that admirable nimbleneſſe and quickencſſe, nor 
cannot guide and dire the whole bodie, as the 
eye doth. And yet it is better to bea finger, and to 
beſound, then to beaneye, and to be dimme, and 
darke', ready to fall out of the head. Better in Gods 
family to be a faithfull doore keeper, and fo to bee 
fare to hold our place, then to bee an vnfaichfu)l 
Steward,and ſo with him in the Goſpell,to thruſt 
out,and cometothe danger of begging. When we 
come to dic, it is not the greatneſle, or the mul- 
titude of thoſe good workes which wee haue done 
but the good diſpoſition of an honeſt and (incere 
heart, in the doing ofthem, that muſt then ſtand vs 
in ſtead. The Pfalmiſt pronounces them. bleſſed 
thatare vpright in their way, Hee maketh no choiſe 
of the wav, he doth not ſay : Bleſſed are they thatare 
vpright in the way of the Miniſtcrie , or the Magi» 
ſtracie, but ſpeaking incifferently of any way allow- 
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able by the word, bee it neuer ſimple or meane, 
he ſaith : bleſſed are the vpright intheir way, what- 
ſocuer it bez bee it but robe adrudge in akitchin, 
yec he tharis vprightin his way is bleſſed ; as con- 
crarily hee thac is vnupright in a faircr and more 
glorious way , as the way of CApoſtleſhip is curled. 
God lookes not ſo much to the way , as to thy 
foote in walking in the way. Let the way be neuerſo 
meane , yet no diſcomfort, if thou walke in it vp- 
rightly : ſet ic be neuer ſo glorious, yet no comfort, 
if thou walke in it haltiongly. Theretore Ezekiah be- 
ing ſtrucken with chat rhunJerbole of che ſentence 
of death, what was his comfore? Eucn this, the con. 
ſcience of his (inceritie; O Lord then knoweſt 1 hane 
walked with an upright keart : This was his oncly re- 
fuge. Though thoſe good workes he had done were 
in regard of his calling of the higheſt note, there- 
ſtoring of the true worlhip of God, the purging of 
the defiled temple and pricfthood-: yer hee Fork 
not comfort himſelfc with theſe ſo worthy warkes; 
O Lord thou knoweſt I hauecleanſcd thy Sanus: 
ric, ere@cd thy worſhip, repaired the decayed wals 
of leruſalem , renued the glory and beauty of thy | 
Sion : no, but without inſtancing in any particu: 
lars hee had done, he mentions encly the manner of 
doing, his ſinceritic of affetion-in all his doings, 
I hane walked beforethee with a perfedt heart. So, how 
many and glorious were the workes of Pau, his 
miracles, his preaching, planting of Churches, con- 
uctfion of ſinners, luffcring of perſecutions? Yet 
reviewing his life, what was his chicteſt comfort? 


Let vs hcare-himſclfc (peake : Thi oar reiocing 
not 
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not that wee haue caft out Diucls, healed the ficke, 
clenſed the lepers, by the thunder of my preaching 
caufed Sathan to fall downe from heaucn like light- 
ning; (no, none of all theſe were his comfort :) but 
| 1hat in ſimplicity , and godly pureneſſe, wee hane had 
our connerſation inthe world. Herice it was that the 


their vitory ouer the Dicell were checked, and bid- 
den to reioyce notin any other thing, then in thar 
which every ſincere Chriſtian, thcugh neuer ſo 
meanc'and contemptible may reioyce in as well 
as they, namely , that their names were written in 
heaven. 

6. The ſpeciall hatred and antipathie that is in 
God againſt decrirfulnefle, ſhould be a ſtrong mo- 
tiveynto linceritie, There can be no vnion berwixt 
God and the hypocrite , in regard of the great dil. 
fimilicude of difpoſitions. God is ſingle; and hee 
isdouble : having a heart and a heart, and there. 
fore cannot bee as David, a man according to Gods 
|bearr, The hypocrite is crooked, and God is 


and make encn ſtraight and crooked ?' How can 
there bee friendſhip betwixt them that are euery 
way ofcontrary diſpoſitions ?- But where there 15 
likene(ſe of manners, there eaſily will hearts be glu» 
ed and rineted together. Now the vpright in 
heart are according to Gods owne keart, and there- 
foreas Salomon | ayes, they ere hu delight, T he Lord 
loveth the truth in the inward parts, that hce 
bimſelfe with his owne mouth will commend,yea , 
and admirethe true Iſraelites :Beholds 1rne Iſraclite , 
ſaid 


Apoſites when they returned to Chriſtreioycingin | 


a 


Riraight : And how will you compa together, | 
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ſaid our Lord of Nathaniel, Though {incerity lurke 
with Saul, andcarec not for being beheld, yer God: 
brings ir forth to light, and bids others beholdit.So 
trucis that of the Apoſtle, that the true ewes proiſe 


« of God, Was it thought ſuch a matter for 4chile; 


to have the Poet Homer deſcriber of his vertues? O 
the glory chen of the ſincere Chriſtian , that ſhall 
have God himſelfe the trumpetter of his praiſes? 
But he loathes and abhorres the hypocrite, eucn as 
che ſtomacke doth luke-warme water , he diſtaſtes 
him as much as hee doththe groſſeand open offen. 
ders. Therefore itisthat he yoakes them with ſuch 
in their puniſhment. Doe good © Lord to the true 


in heart : but thoſe that turne aſide by their crooked| 


wayes, them: (thatis, hypocrites) the Lord ſhall lead: 
away with the workers of iniquitie, yea, and reproach- 
eth them witltheir name, when hee inflits the pu- 
niſhment, Depart yeeworkers of iniquitie. Thetctore 


itis alſo, that when he would threaten a mana grie- 


uous puniſhment indeede, he faies, hee will giue him 
hi portion with hypocrites. And indeed the hypo- 
crites puniſhment muſt needes bee very grieuous , 
ſince hee muſt bee ſpued out of Gods mouth. Now 
the baſe(} placesthatare, wee thinke good enough 
rocafſt yp our gorge in. Soodious is the luke-warme. 
hypocrite in the eyes of God, that in ſome re- 
gard hee can better away with the ſtarke colde 
Athciſt, and openly prophane and ſcandalous Epi- 
cure, as who would not rather haue an open, thena 
ſecret and friend-like enemie. Chryſoſtome ſayes 
well, that ſhceisa worſe woman that in hypocriſic 
blurres her face with teares, that ſhee might bec 
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iudged an humbled penitentiaric, then (hee that 
beautifics it with painted colours , that ſhee might 
bee reputeda faire and louely creature. And in the 
ſame proportion of reaſon, wee may ſay that God 
more batcth the Popiſh Phariſaicall pining of the 
bodie by counterfeit faſting, theti the Epicuriſh 
| pampering of the bodie with glutcunic and belly- 
cheare : So our of conceir is God with hypocrilie, 


—_—_—_——. 


will not endure hce ſhould come neere him in any 
ſervice, or ſacrifice of prayer or praiſe. For his 
ſharpe noſe eaſily diſcerneth, and is offended with 
theſtinking breath of his rotten longs, though his 
words be neuer ſo ſented and perfumed with (hewes 
ofholineſle. 

7. And as in other regards God thinkes him 
vafitto come ncere him, ſo ſpecially in the funi- 
on ofthe Miniſterie. Some ſuch indeed haue come 
necrs him , as 1444s amongſt the Apoſtles, bur 
he bath often caſt them our with reproach , as vnſa- 
[uoury ſalt, into the dunghill: Whatſocuer their other 
ſfficizncies, and in-ablements may bee, yer their 
want of a ſound heart makes God hold them vn- 
worthy of this honourable calling. For this is the 
ſpecial thing required of che diſpoſers of Gods ſe- 
crets, that ewery man bee foundfaithfall : Therefore 
when Simon Magus \would haue been medling heray 
Simon Peter thrutt him away, and.cold him: plaine- 
ly , Thou haſt nopert or fellowſhip inthis miniſtration: 
And marke the reaſon why z For thine heart # not 
right in the ſight of God. But though all with this 
Simon, are not thus kept out , yet God ſhewes his 


| Andthis hee ſhewes moſt apparantly , in that hee | 
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Leuir,to.3, 


Afts 16-15. 


Pſal.119479,80 


Pſai.201.6,7- 


Lord will be ſan@ified in them that come neere him, if 
not in the ſixceri/ie of their ſanit1ficarion, yet centain-| 


_ 


— — 
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diſlike of them ſome other wayes, cither caſhicring 
chem with great diſgrace, orelſe making both them 
and their Minilterie vile and contemptible : for the 


ly inthe ſeneritie of their cordemration, | 
8 Andas the hypocrite isthus vnhit for God, fo. 
3lſo forall good men to baue any thing todoe with; 
ſuch blemiſhes are they, and indeed the very botches 
ofany Chriſtian ſocicty. Lydia deſired Panland Sylu 
vpon no other codirion toenter into her houſe, then 
this;i: they had iudped her faichfull - And David ha 
ving praicd for the ſweet company and communion 
of the godly ; Ler ſuch a: feave thee turxe vito mend 
ſuch as know thy trſtimonics, immediately addeth an- 
other Prayer : Let my heart be vpright an thy ſtatutes, 
thot I may nener be aſhamed. Inſinuating thereby, that 
hee ſhould bee vofit for the company of Gods chil» 
dren, vnleſle his heart were vpright. As therefore ig 
the former ſpecch he prayed for the company of the 
godly, fo inthe latter, for that which might make 
him meet for their c:mpany., ſs that be might hold 
our in that bleſſed fellowſhip without being aſha- 
med, when in the end for-want of ſincerity.ke ſhould 
be ſhaken cffby his companions : And againe, the 
ſame Prophct deſcribing what kinde of Court hee| 
Sould hauc when became tothe Kingdome, baniſh- 
eth from it che deceirful) perſon, and makes choice 
onely of che faithfvll : Mine eyes ſhall be tothe faithe| 
full of the Land , that they may dwell with me. He thit | 
| 


walketh in a perfe(t way , he ſhall ſerne mee, There ſhall 
no deceitful perſon dwelbwithin > Houſe. 


9.Ag zine | 
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lo well qualified, as of ſincere Preachers, though 
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he-grudgeth ir theleaſt ſucceſle in any thing itgocth 
abour, Jecobs ſonnes having treacherouſly (old their 
brother, would yet coucr their finne, as with alie,ſo 


mournefull olde Father : But with al! their words 
could they not in the lcaſt ſort cheare him vp; They 


itis chaethe:ble{ſing of God is notfo viuall , norfo 
large , vpon the labour of hypocrites, though never 


otherwile of meancr gifts. f thou wilt turne vuto me, 
then ſhalt conuert, laid God to leremie. And this is gi- 
ven as the reaſon of 79h the Baptiits ſo great (uc- 
ceſſein conuerſion of Souls, becauſe he ſhould have 
the ſound and powerfull ſpirit of E/7as. Hee ſhall con- 
xert,laich the Angell to Zechary, many of the children 
of Iſrael to their Lora God, Why (0? For he ſhall goe 
before him,not inthe ſpirit of hypocriſie, but in the ſpirit 
and power of Elias, So where the good handof God 
isnoted in the ſucceſle of Eſrees iourny,this reaſon is 
giuen thereof,cuen Eſra-s fairbfull & honeſt heart to 
God ward. He came 16 lernſalem,according to the good 
band of his God that was pon him. For Eſra had prepa- 
red bu heart to ſeck the Law of the Lord, & #0 do it ;&+c. 

iv. Well, but rhis ſometimes befalls ſinceritie , 
for its further triall,to be denied ſucceſſes, God forbid 
yerthatany one ſhould bee iudged an hypocrite for 
want of ſacceſſe; this would argue want of charitie 
and tudgement : but to ſec the miſery of an hypo- 


l 
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ctite in the want of ſucceſſe, & the happineſle of the 
fincere profeſſor inthe ſame caſe. For the one hath 


o. Againe, Hypocriſte is ſo loathed by God , that 


were but miſerable comforters,becaule fained, Hence | 
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comfort in the conſcience of his ſinceritie : the other | 


is vexed and tormented with the guilt of his vn- 
ſoundneſle, and taketh this puniſhment as aiuſt re» 


. bukethereof. The valound Miniſter, let his paincs 


Ak. 


beneuer ſogreat, his preaching neuer ſo profitable, 
yet, ifit take not, hath iuſt cauſe to lay the blame 
not vpon his hearcrs, but himſelfe. For well may he 
thinke with himſelfe - How ſhould I looke that God 
(hould grace words comming from a corrupt and 
impure heart, with the attendance of his holy Spirit? 


privic to themſelues of their owne ſinccrjtic, they 
may ſay with Paul, 2. Corinthians ; .4, 5. If our Go. 
ſpell hee hid, it is bid totbem thatperiſh. Why ſo! 
For we preach not onr ſelues, but Chriſt Ieſws the Lord, 
and our ſelues your ſernants for Ieſws ſake, Marke how 
the Apoſtle alleadgeth his (inceritiein the diſcharge 
of his Miniſterie,as a reaſon of comfort,when it pre- 
uailed not, alluring himſclfe vpon this ground , that 
the fault was in the hearers themſeiues , and not in 
him , or in his preaching. The Hypocrites ſucceſle 
then is either none at all, orcomfortleſle, and ſos 
good as none. For all the ioy of hisTacceſlcis daſhed 
with the conſcience of kis owne hypocriſic. Where 
as the ſincere Chriſtian as he is vnder the promiſe of 
ſucceſſc,and ſo often hath it - ſo when for iuſt cauſes 
God ſees it not fir to accomplith this his promiſe, be- 
ing onely conditionall , yeethen hath he more com» 
fort in bis ſacceſſeles ſincerity, then the bypocrite for 
his life can haue in his moſt ſacceſefſull and bappie?t 
hypocrifie, Yea,the fincere Chriſtian, being a behol- 
der ofhis ſucceſle, often carries away all the comfort 
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left dry anddeſtitute. The ſuccefle ofa good worke 
done in fincerity,is ſpecially comfortable to the wor. 
ker himſelfe, abouc that itis to others. Contraril y, 
chat comfort which is in the ſuccelle of an hypocci 

tical good work is wholly others,the workman him 

ſclfe hath not che leaſt ior, Hence $, Paul, though 
the falſe Apoſtles were his aducrſaries, and preached 
ofenuic to vexe him,and choughtlietle of prouiding 
matter of comfort for him, yet ke reioyced i1 their 
preaching, and the fruit thereof. Whereas yerthey 
chemſelues, preaching onely of vaine glory and con. 
tention,could nor hauethe leaſt comfort thereby. 

| 1TH, Laſtly,inalld:nzers, trials,and etemprations- 
Siacerity maketh vs valiant & couragious, begetting 
nysthertrue,manly,gencrous, and heroicall ſpirits, 

even that Liow-like boldnes ſpoke of in the Pro v7 bs. 

{tis not putout of countenance with the falſe accu- 

fations of flanderous rongues. It throweth chem off, 

as Pau[did the Viper vnbure; yea, in a holy ſcorning 

laugheth at them, asthe wilde Aſſe in /9b doth at 

the horſe & the rider. No,nogthe breſt-plate of righ- 

teouſneſle, the brazen wall of a good conſcience fea 


| mans iudgement, Though mine eduerſary ſhould write 
4 booke ag aint me,would I not take it vpon my ſhoulder, 
”y bin] It 45 4 crowne unto me ? (aith 0b. Yea, fur- 


my goings, I will acquaint him with my whole lite,& 
let him picke what he can thereour, fo little doe 1 
know by my ſelfe:O the confidence of onceritie! Yea, 


| chereof, when the miſcrable Hypocritc himlelfe is | 


re/h no ſuch arrowes.[t ſaith with Paul,7 paſſe not for | ,.cor.yy. 


ther Caith chat holy man , ! wif rell him the number of | tob 31 35.39. 
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bling ſlaue, but 4s « Pr:nce. thar being ſtrongly guar. 
ded both with armed men, and his Subictts love; 
and imboldned with the mighe and right of his on 
power, walks ſecurely, and without teare, O the no- 
ble ſpirits of ſinceritie ! And indeed every truc Chri- 
ſtian, being a ſpiricuall Prince, hath the ſpirit of the 
beſt Prince, as hauing that Princely priucledge ofa 
double guard,the guard of the Angels without, & of 
a good conſcience within, the peace whercof, as the 
Apoſtle ſpeaketh, is in ſtead of a guard againſt ad. 
ueiſirie power. Shall now ſucha Prince,'o guarded, 
regard the enmitie of any? ſeare threatnings of any, 
though neuer ſo mightie? No, Vell may others fearc 
him, 3s Heredand 54, proud tyrants d.d, the one 
lohn, his poore miniſter, k»owing ſaithebe Scripture 
he was 4 ruſt mane a holy; the other Danxid, his poore 
ſubiet for the ſame cauſe : but he feares none but 
God z neither yet him (lauiſhly, God hath not gimen 
vs the ſbirit of feare , but of power and loue, and of 4 
ſonnd mind,(aith the Apoſtle ; oppoling the ſpiritof 
feare to the ſpirit of ſoundnes and ſincerity. Andin- 
decd,as there is nothing more bo/dthena ſoundcon- 
ſcience; ſo nothing more baſe, or ſooner abalhed, 
then an vnſound conſrience deltitute of this finceri- 
tie. Eliahin his rags had the heart to poe mcet Ahab 
in hisrobes,and Davidin the midſt of all bis repro- 
ches, had the face to profefle thename of God be- 
fore Kings and Princes, without euer being blanked 
at their preſence, For, tet a man bee neuer ſo much 
deiefted , this finceritie will reviue, and refreſh his 
ſpirit, and put new life into him. Contrarily Peter , 
when hec ruſhed ia the preſumption of his agree 

eart 
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| his owne friends, ſcourging him withitheir rongues, 
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heart, into danger, without this tence and fortifica- 
tion, how daſtardly a coward ſhewed hee himlclfe ? 
See how ſmall a thing dauntrcd him; eucn the words 
ofa poore ſilly wench, Who yet afterward; cloa- 
thed with this armour, was ſo tour and manly, 
that not the high-Prieft bimſelfe,nor all his priſons , 
nor puniſhmenes wharſoeuer,could any thing appal! 
him.So in the afi tions ſent by God, O therelicfe 
that then Sinceritic yeelds within, when all other 
things faile vs ! This cauſeth vstolift vp onr heads 
with ioy, when others are at their very wits end for 
feare. The bypocrite in peace and ſecuritic , may 
ſeeme ſtrong and valorous , but let God by fame at- 
fition dragge him out, as it were by the cares, from 
his lurking-hole,and conuent him before his T ribu- 
nall, and thou ſhale not ſce any thing more abieR 
orbartleſſe. T hen is that of the Propher verified: The 
ſinners in Sion are afraid, 4 ftare & come among the Hy- 
pocrite:? who among vs ſhall dwell with the denowring 
fire? Who among vs ſhall dwell with the exerlaſting 
barninzs ? Butthe ſincere beart, even in this calc, 
holds out confident and comfortable. VVhen Chriſt 
ſcemed to ſet himſe!fe againit Peter , and to call the 
truth of his profe ſſhon into queſtion, with that three- 
fold pincking demand,Simon,lourft thou me ? Peters 
faithfull heare ſtil held icowne, and ouer-came in 
that wreſtling, Lord, thon kneweſt I lone thee, O the 
boldnes of linceritie, that dares make Ged the Indge, 
when he makes himſelfe the accoſer ! VVhen /ob had 
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apainſt him not onely the Deuill his encmic, puſh- 
ing at him with his poyſoned weepons , but even 
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yea, his owne wife athorne pricking him in he eye; | 
| yea, his own God, miſcrably la(hing his naked ſoul: 
' with Scorpions, what wasit that relieved him a- 
| gainſt all theſe, but the remembrance of his owne 
| vprightneſlſe in the courſe of his life by paſt} And 
| therctore he ſaid, Y/n1ill I die I will neuer take away my 
irnocencie from my ſelfe. My 'beart ſhall not reprene | 
me for my dayes. \N honow would want ſuch a com- 
panion,ſuch a friend as Sinceritie is, and that ſticks 
fo cloſe vnto vs , and yeeldeth ſuch ſweer comfort, | 
eucn in our foreſt trials,and hardeſt Airaightrs? 
Meanesroget | Here then happily ſome , feeling the want of this 
Sigcerity® | ſo neceſſary a grace, will enquire concerning the 
| Meanes to attaine thereto. 
| The firſt meanes is, for a mn alwayes to polleſſe his 
heart wich the apprehenſion of God preſence, and 


lob 27.526. 


Gen x. ſo keepe it in his feare continually, 18 walke, as F- 
_— noch did with God, as being in his eyes and with 


Moſes, ſecing him that is inuiſible.Walke before mee, 
| faith God to Abraham, and be vpriebs Firſt , FP alle 
before me,ſerthy felfe in my preſence, behold my al- 
\ eingeye,that ſeeth in the darke,cuen in the darkeft 
corners of the heart, and they be wpright. This ap- 
prehenſion of Gods preſence will quaſh and cruſb 
even the very firſt riſings of hypocriticall thoughts. 
What? God ſees me, and thall I dareto dally wich 
bim ? If butaman, nay , if butachilde could looke 
into my heart, I durſt not deale doubly and deceit- 
\ fully:How then may I dare todoe fo, when the God 
F ofHleauen is preſentand beholds mee ? Hypocrilic 
jſcth from the ſecret Atheiſme of the heart , where- 
| [oy hee faith: 7h, none ſecth. Andin this regard 
: | nn APO 
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Anonias and Saphira i paire of nuble hypoctites,are 
ſaid ro tempt God in their liypocritie, that is, to make 
eriall ofhim, whethcri.ce we epreſent every where 
or no,and ſo knowing all things were able to reueue 
their bypocriſte, And for the ſame caulc dia Peter 
tellchcm, that zhey lyed not tomen, but tothe Holy 


hearipg, and onely Peer, and they with him, hearo 
them. I herefore the Church in the Pſalmes ſhew- 
eh bow they were kept in their ſinceritie, from dea- 
ling falfly in their coucnant with God; becauſe the) 
remembred that God would (earch it, as being the 


thele two together , Wee make net merchand:ſe of the 
Werdof God;weplay not the Huckſterts with it : bus 
# of finceritie,as of God,im the ſight of God ſpeake wee 


God: preſence, and notto fpeake lincerly. 

| - A ſecond meancris, diligently to review all our 
works of obedicnce,as once God did his of creation, 
and ro obſcrue the peace and comfort of conſcience 
which we find, when ye doc good things with good 


efminde when we doe otherwitc. And withall « hen 
wetake our ſelues thus tardy}, in a boly indignation 


Pagene ſelves beforc the Lard. T be very thinking 


| of the after-reckonings we muſt come to, when we | 


| baue done our worke, will make vstake heed how 


| wedoit-: For who is there thar victh for all bis aRi- | 


00s,at the dayes cnd, to call bimſcltecas ſcycre exa- 
mivation; as thc hard Meafter doth bs feruancs, that 


muſt !' 


Gboſt;, becauſe they thought they were cut of Gods |. 


ſearcher of the beart. And S. Paul notably ioynes | 


i Chriſt. It.is impoſſible for a man co ſpeake as in | 


hearts, as on the contrary. the trouÞleand diſquier | 


totake revenge of our ſelves, iudging and copdem.- 


Plal.44s 


1 
; 
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mult not needcs in the very middeft uf his ations 
reaſon thus with tymlelfe? Ancne all this whh 
now I doe,wult very narrowly bee looked over , if ir 
bee not done taithfully and fincercly , 1 (hell ſmare 
for itthen ; O the wrings and fecier pinches w hich 
mine owne gulie beart will give me, yea,the Jaſhes 
which by mine owne covenant lam td togpite my 
ſcife, in caſe my w: rke bee fourd bivired with þy- 
pocriſic ! Irſtends meein band therefore to looke 
ro it thatthough my worke , by reaſon of my weake 
«kill, bee but meane, yet it may becleanc; though it 
be not fine, yet it may not be fc ule, being ſoyled and 
ſlubbcred with the fu rre of a rotten heart. 

A third mares, is true Humiliation of ſpirit, For 
where this is,there mult needs be the denial! of our 
ſclues. And where there is true denial of cur clues, 
there is not hypocr ſie ; whichteflifierh. a man euay 

in ſeeking God, to ſeeke himfelfe;andin preaching 
| Chrift, ro preach himſclfe. And therefore the Apo- 
ſle oppoſing Fis owne fincere , to others deccirfull 
preaching, ſaith;We preach not ear ſelnes, but the Lord 
Tefes. This is the ground of all vnſoundr.effe in reli- 
|| gron,this want of fumbling and denying our clues. 
For, hence it comes to paſſe, that we are ſo carried & 
 [wayed,cuen in our beſt ations, withthe reſpects of 
our owne praiſe and profie. Therfore $S. Luke notes 
'tharthe wiſc builder, that is\, theſincere Chriſtian ; 
digges deepe;, namely , in a deepe humiliation of his 
,owne Soule ; whereas the fooliſh builder,thatis,the 
hypocrite , builds without foundation , that is, enters | [| 
vpon the profeſhon of Religion 'withourever being | |} 
ervely humbled and caſt Jowne for his ſinnes., And| |}! 


hence 


[Luke 6.48. 
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hence the' building comesto bee vnſound, becauſe 
| enfounded: That the heare then may ſtand vprighe 
before God,ie muſt tn: #! as ie were m: ke ic ſelfe cro0- 
ked in ftooping and bowing ir (elfe vnder his migh- 
tic hand inthe «< xercifſes ot humiliation. That rhe 
heart may” bee w hole , it mult firſt be rentand bro- 
ken, Corrupt and impure gold cannot bee detecared 
and ridof the drofle, till it be moulren and diſfolued. 
Voſound bodics, full of vicious humors,c Inot come 


[toany good eſtare,til] they be we'll empried by pur- 
tion : Crooked things cannor bee made ftraighe 


without the wringing ofthe hand. Humiliation is 
that which meles vs, purges vs, wrings vs, and fo 
makes vs of drothe purc,of toggic ſound, ofcrooked 
ſtraight Chriſtians, Docſt thou then deſire to bee a 
fiacere Chriſtian indeed, a true Diſcip!e of Ieſus 
Chriſt,to be freed of al vaſound mixtures?thou mult 
firſt bee broken and battered in pieces, by the hum- 
bling hand of God ; thou muſt remember thy Mz- 
ters rule, If any man bee my Diſciple, let him denie_ 
bim(clfe, 

Laſtly, ſinceritie being oppoſed to mixture,as the 
notation of the word teacheth,that which cleanſeth 
our hearts from. the defilemenc of ſuch mixtures 
fiuſt "needs make vs ſincere. Now itis Faith which 
purgeth and purifieth the keart. Faith then appre- 
henging the ſincericie of Gods loue in Chriſts death 
tors, & bcholding there how Chriſt gaue his heart 
to be picrced for vs, cannot but make vs returne the 


like ſinceritie of heart and aftetion to God. T by lo» 
wing kindnefſ+,(aith Danuidgn ever before me, namely, 
by the apprehenſion of my Faith; 1herefore bane 


/ 
walked 


i 
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 2.Cor.5.13,04- 
| opened, 


him dealc ſo fincerely, and ſceke onely Gods glory 
| euenthen when tothe world be might ſcemeto 
| maddeof pride and vain glory , in preferring hi 
| ſclfe before the falſe Apoſtles, Whether we bee madde 


| 


| onely God and his glory : or whether wer are tn onr 


» The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


walkedin thy truth. $0 Pant (hewerh,.hatit was thiy 
logeof Chriſt cowards him, which by bis faichh 
apprehended and applyed to humſelfe, that m 


ſaith he, we are mad.'eto God; thatis, when I thus 
command my ſelfe , and boaſt of mine owne Mini. 
ſteric againſt others, andin ſo doing ſerme mad to 
you, yet then Ireſpe&not my (elfe in ſo doing, but 


right minae , thatis, vic ſuch courſes as to you ſeeme 
wiſer, weareto you. Wee doeit fairhfully for your 
ood. Now marke what it was which made himto 
, ſo. For the loue of Chritt conſiraineth vs, becauſt 
we this indge, that if one be dead for all,then _ 
dead : And hee died for all that they which line 
ſhould not henceforth line to themſelues, 
bat 10 him that died for 


thew. 


| pocriſie of our hearts. For if none doe know it, ghen 


| 


This isthe coherence. 


4 


| ceitfull, thar nonecan know it, then wee truft to doe 


 Theaectiifulneſſe of mans heart, ® 


The anſwering of the Obiedtion which the deceitful 
- heart of man might gather out of the former dottrine 
. ofthe hearts dectitfulneſſe. 


f Verſe 10.1, the Lord, ſearch, &c. 


His Verſe dependeth vpon the former , as a 
ſecret prevention of an Obic&ion , which 
vpon occaſion of the former dofrine of the 

rts deceitfulnes, the wicked /ewes might make a- 

| gainſt che Prophets threatnings , in this manner - if 

the heart be ſo immeaſurably and vnſcarchably de- 


well enough , for all the inward wickednefſe and hy» 


none can puniſh it. The Lords anſwere is,as if he 
ſhould more largely thus haue ſpoken, Nay , ſoft 
+while, yourunne too faſt - The heart cannot bee 
knowne of any creature, but 1 the Lora,the Creator, 


have a ptiuiledge aboue all creatures ; throughly and 
perfeAly roknow the inmoſt corners of your hearts : 
And therefore never thinke that the cloſeneſle, and 
ſecrefie of your corruption ſhall free you from pu- 


| niſhment; for my knowledge of your hearts is not 


an idle and vaine knowledge , but therefore doe ] 


| know them , rhat thereafter , as I {ball ſee their in- | 


ward ſoundneſle or falſeneſſc , ſo I may diſpenſe my 
rewards, and punifhments accordingly. 


ts. Att 
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|  Theſence. Searchand1ry.] Thatis, moſt exattly 
| koow; A Mctonymie of the efficient - For by 
ſearching and trying, perfect know'edge is attained, 
And withall an A»:hropoparhy, thatis, a manner of 
| ſpeechy whereby God for our better vadetſtanding, 
is made affefted like man : For God needs notany 
ſearching to come ro knowledge of any thing , as 
mans ignorance dorh ; But becauſe mens knowledge 
is beſt there, wherethe greateſt triall and ſearch hath 
beene made, therefore vader this phraſc it plea 
| ſeth the Lord to (ignific his full and abſolute know- 
ledge. 
earts and reines.) That is, both thoughts and af: 
fe&ions, the reines being the ſeat of the rongeſt 
affetion, namely, that which is for generation.So 
Proe.23.15. 16. My ſonne, if thou be wiſe , my heart 
fhall reioyce,end my reines ſhall leape for oy. 

Togrue.] Either reward of puniſhment s Accor 
ding to his wayes. Sometimes the word way, is taken 
more ſpecially for ſome. ſpeciall courſe in the carri- 
| age of ſome particular ation, as Numbers 22-23. 

= ——_—_ Iuges 4 9. More commonly for the. generall courſe 

+ FA ks carriage ofour whole lines, as Pſal. 119;1. Mt. 
Mat.10-5, 10.5. So here; According to the fruit of his workes, If 
| his werkes be good fruic, «then reward, if cuill, then 
| punifſhment.4n the words thus opened , I conſider 
rwopoints. 1.Gods knowledge of our hearts , which 
is ſer forth by the exsFneſſe thereof, both in regard 
| ofthe marwer,in words, ſearch andtry, and in regard 
of the matter, heart and reines. 2. The end of his 
knowledge, That I may gine, cc. 

To beginne with the firſt, It is the conſtant 

dodrine | 


— 


398 


_— 


= 


T he deceirfulneſſe of mans heart. E _—_ _ 


i 


dodrine of the Scriptures euery wheregthatic is pro. 
| perro Godaloncothimſclte, :1h10nghly, and exact- 
&y to know the fecrets of the hearts of men ; and 
therefore denying this knowledge to all others in | 
the former Verſe, ho can know it? Here hee challen- | 
geth ir to himſelte, / the Lord know it, But I (ay | 
t. Of bimſelfe, Becauſe by revelation from him, o- 
thers may know : as Chriſts humanizic , 104» 2, 24. 
But Ieſus did not commit himſelfe to them; For he knew 
themall : And hai no nted that any (heuldteſtifie of 
mas : for he knew what was in man, $o alſo the Pro- 
pher. As 1.$477.9.19, 1 will tell thee , ſaith Samuel 


lohn 2.24 


God had told him before. Thus E/:/haſaw the hol- 
low and hypocriticall heart of Gehezi , (Went not | 1. Kings 5, 
wine heart mith thee in the way? ) and Peter of Anas | $85 5 
was and Sephira. So inthe Primitive Church there 
were ſuch as had the ſpirit of diſcerning : Bur that | Cor13 9, 
phraſc of the ir: of diſcerning , (nz werth , that they 
diſcerned nor mens hzarcs of themſelues, bur by a | 
ſpeciall worke of Gods Spirit, diſcovering thein to 
eir eyes, and that vnleſſc they had plowed with 
Gods Heifer , they could neuer haue found outthe 
loſecret myſteries of deceitfull hears. 2. I ſay thas 
God onely knoweth the heart exatZly andcertainly : 
Becauſe man and Angels may know it- coniecturaly , 
andby way of gueſhng. Prov. 20.5. Counſel inthe | Prouno.s. 
bears of man like deepe water , but a manof vuder- 
Sanding will draw it out, Here even nxurall wifdome 
is compared to a bucket, which is able, being ler 
downe intothe deepeſt Well, to bring vpthe waters 
thereof. So though the heart of many men bee w | 
| of | 


to Saul; ef! that is in thine heart, No maruell, when | 1,Sam.g,19, 


th 
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»f deepe deceit, and can cunningly couch naughii- 
neſle, yet a wiſe man by obſcruationof their coun- 
renance, geſture, ſpeeches, and ſuch like outward 
ſignes, will goc ncere to diſcover them. And there. 
fore Salomon afterward in this Chapter, Verſe 26.ha- 
ving ſaid , that « wiſe K:ne ſcattereih the wicked, and 
| canſerh the wheele to tarre one 1hew becauſe it might 
be ſaid, how can hee doc ſo, fince wicked men have 
ſo many covers for their wickedneſle,ro hide it trom 
the eyes of the World? hee addeth, as an{werin 
this obieRion;The ſowle of man is the light of the Lit 
i ann and it ſearcheth allthe bowe!s of the belly. So (harpe is 
the noſe, cucn of @aturall ſagacitic, chat it is ableto 
| ſmell our, and ferret out wickednefle , cuen whenit 
lurkesin her ſecretelt holes, viing thoſe meanes I 
ſpake of, of diligent-obleruation, inquilition , of 
comparing, and laying ſpecches and ations toges 
Solus Dern. | ther, and ſuchlike, Bur now Gods eye needes no 
lim xe{citieno= | ſuch ſpeRacles to looke into thele blinde corners of 
tur ider. 01s, þ the beart - For hee hath a firie,, and flaming eye, 
tum,quiami- | which is both the Organc, and the trance of leeing,| 
»meſaliur, | miniſtring light to it ſelfe, to diſcerne all things. 
clandi,auizex; | VWhence itis, that asthe Plalmiſt excellently ſaith, 
tra ſelomen | Hee knoweth tbe thoughts 4 farre off ;, long before 
der 1.z, | theregocanyoutward (ignes in the face to bewra 
nimeſt 04:4; | them. According to that which the Lord ſpeak 
det,-vsde | of himſelfe concerning this knowledge of the 7/ra6+ 
- _=_ lites hearts : 1 know hu theughtsenen now, what be wil 
Deut,zz.:1. | doe, before 1 bring biminto the Land n hich I ſware: 
Whereas the wileſt men know them onely when 
they arc neecre at band, when they arc rcadie to 


breake-out at our faces , cyes, mouthes. So mn 
this 
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this regard wee may iuſtly vic that of che Prophet, 
Am1GOD mere hand oxely, and wot alſo afarre off? 
Yes Lord thou muſt needs be a God afarre 'off, who 
knoweft our thoughts ſo farre off, cuen before wee 


| know them our ſelues; yea, before euer we had any 


being our ſelues, VVhereas we poore blind ceatures 
cannot ſce the heart , vnlcſle wee may pore vpan ir, 
having it laid neere our eyes ig outward lignes; and 
yet neither then, can we ſec it otherwiſe then the 
man in the Goſpell,ſaw men walking as trees. Thou 
ſeeſt the deceits of the heart, with an vnerring and 
endeceiuipg cye - Wee withan vncertaine, and er. 
roneous. As our heartis deceitfull, ſo our eye allo 
in ſecing , and iudging of the deceitfulneſle thereof, 
| ſothat it cannot, when ir is at the cleereſt ; giue 
any infallible definitine ſentence concerning any 
mans heart, but onely probable, by way of divining. 
But in this conicturall knowledge the Angels (pe- 
cially excell, by reaſon their eyes pierce deeper 
then ours , cuen to the ſight ofthe inward parts of 
owe bodics,as wellas of our outward, though yet 
in the outward they are ableto ſee farre more then 
wee. Hence Dazid for his wiſedome in finding our 
of ſecrets, is compared toan Angell of God, by the 
woman of Tetoz, The Diue!l therefore may be able 
to give a ſhrewd guefſe arour thoughts, the rather 
for that hee himſelſe often ſuggeſterh thoughts varo 
vs, and hath liberty given him tocome,thoughnor 
into the priuy 'chamber!of the ſoule , yet into the | 
outward chamber, the fancie, & to worke vpon thoſe + 
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| m— , which there hc findcs. Neuerthcleſle , 
& cannot direly and certaincly fet downe wha: 
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our owne ſecretthoughts bee , bur ſtill this doQrine 
remaineth true, onely God of himſelfe exaRtly 
knoweth the ſecxers of the heart. There is indeed | 
 agreat mingle-mangle and confuſion of thoughts, | 
cucnas there is of droſle and good mertall in{iluer 
and golde, which lie fo med 7 together, thatto 
the eye of man the drofle is not diſcernable. But 
when they arein the furnace and fining pot, then! 
wee may ſec them both diſtintly. That which is; 
the furnace to the gold, the fining pot tothe ſiluer, 
the ſame, ſaith Salomon, is rhe Lords flaming eye to] 
the heartofman; euen in the midſt of thegreateſt 
ſhuffles, and confuſions it isa notable diſtinguilher,! 
cleerely diſcerning the badde from the good , the; 
bagzage and refuſe from that which is good and, 
fine , though they be ncuer fo troubleſomely ium-' 
bled together. And no maruell, for euen Hel, 
Lulc 3.31, (a place farre deeper then the heart, Zuke 8. z1, 
. farre vaſter and wider, bcing of ſo infinite receipt, 
| thatitis able to hold all the damned ſoules and bo- 
dies Eſay 30. 33.) and deitrudion, ( the infinite paiges 
of this hell) which (as the Propher ſpeaketh of 
heauens ioyes ) eye hath not ſcene, carc hath - 
heard, nor isthe heart of man onceableto appre+ 
hend the thouſand part ofthem) are open to the eyes 
of he Lord, how much more thenthe hearts of the chile 
arenof men ? And hereofthe Scripturesgiue a dou- 
ble reaſon, | 
1. Gods omni-preſence. Ifamancould bee in any | 
place where God were not, heemight eſcape the 
fight of his eye. But, caneny man (ſaith the Lord) 
| ler,13i2 4. bide himſelf in ſecret places that 1 ſhall not ſee him? Do. 


wot! 
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wot 1 fill heanen and earth ? Thisrcaſon Pauidpurſu- 
eth notably, ?/a/.1 39. throughour. 

2. Gods forming of the heart. Hee that made the 
eye, {hall not he ſee? the care, ſhall not hee heare ? 
the heart, ſhall not he vnderſtand ? Artiticers know 
the nature and properties of their workes;* and 
ſhall God onely bee ignorant of his workmanſhip ? 
This reaſon alſo Daid vrgeth inthe ſame Palme , 
verſe 12. 13.7 he darkpeſſe hideth me not from thee. Fox 
thou haſt poſſeſſed my reynes thou hai conered me iu my 
wothers wombe. 

Tothelc two reaſons Iaddeathird , namely that 
God is the preſeruer and vpholder of the heart. 
As 17. In him weeline , mone , and haue our being. 
| Which is to bee vnderſtood as well of the motions 
ofthe minde, in thoughts and deſires , as of the bo- 
dy. The mince is borne-vp by God , euen inthe 2&t 
of thinking , farre otherwiſe then the earth beareth 
vsin walking, Therefore it cannot bebur God mul 
needes perceive the motions of our Mindes, cuen 
asthe ſcnſcleſſe earth, if ir had ſenſe, muſt needes 
perceive the motions of our bodies. 

The vſc. 1. This ſerueth to aſſure our Faith , that 
the Scripture is the word of God. Forit is prope 
onely to God, to know ofthe ſecrets of our hearts: 
But the Scriptures , doe notably lay open the cloſe 
corruptious of our hearts vnto vs, inſomuch as 
wee muſt necdes bee forced with the vnbelecuing 
idiot, to fall downeon our faces, and to ſay , Yerily 
God is heere-; itis hee that ſpeaketh. And asthe wo- 
man of Sq4maria, when ſhee heard Chriſt diſcouer 


| her ſecret adultery , then ſhee gave ouer w_=y | 
d 2 an 
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= and went to her neighbours, ſaying, Come avd ſces 
man, that hath told me allthat ener I hane done : u not 
he the Meſviah ? lo we, ſeeing our hearts; ſo liuely de- 
ciphered vnto vs inthe Scriptures , may in like ſort 
cry out one to another; Comeand ſec a Booke,that 
tels vsall thatis in our hearts ; Muſt not this needes 
be his booke who only knoweth the heart ? Beſides 
that,as the Scriptures doe dete@ our thoughts in ge. 
nerall, ſo ſome particular mens in ſpeciall. As what 
Efer.6,6. was Hamans proud thought , when the King asked 
him what ſhould bee done to the man he would ho- 
nour : what was Michols deſpightfullthought, when 
ſhe ſaw ber husband dancing : what was Saxls mur- 
cherous thoughr, when David playedon the Harpe 
before him: what was Felix couctous thought when 
hee talked privately with Pax! : what was the Phari- 
ſees detrating thought, when the woman wiped 
our Saxionrs teer at the table? Theſe perſons had 
ſo much wiras to keepe their owne counſell, and 
in many ofthem, ſhame muſt needs bee of force to 
keepe thera from babbling their owne ſecrets , and 
vncouering their owne filthy nakednefle, How then 
isit poſhble for vs to imagine how the writers of 
hoſe Hiſtories , ſhould come to the knowledge of 
| uch ſecrers, otherwiſe, then by the reuclation ofthe 
Spirit of God? 

2, This muſt teach vs inconfeflion of ous linnes, 
-not to conceale any thing , but to powre out our 
| ſoules like water, for God hath adarting and pier- 
cingeye, that ſees the very bottome of our hearts. 
| This vie 7o/taa made of the doArine to LAchan, 
when God by lot had dete&ted him; My ſown, g1ue 
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| muſt abide the cenſure of that pure and ſcuere 
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glery vmto God, namely,the glory ofhis omniſcience, 


thou ſeeſt already the depth of his knowledge is 
greater then the depth of thine own deceitfull heart, 
confclle thy linne therefore vnto God, euen the * 
whole circumitance of the matter. A malefaQor | 
would not conceale any thing from the Iudge, if hce | 
were certainethe Tudge knew all. Andin truth when | 
we goeaboutto hide any thing , we rather hide God | 
from our ſelaes,then our ſeluesfrom God, wee put out 
our owne eyes not Gods. 

IT. This muſt cauſe vs to bee (lincere andcon- 
Jant in all the dutics of godlineſſe,1.7heſ.2.3.4.He 
handled not the wordof Godaeceitfally, wee ſpeake not 
« they that pleaſe men, but Goa which iryeth the hearts. 
Sothe Church, Pſal. 44. 18.19.20.21.Aftcrthe pro: 
fon of their integritie, euen in the middeſt of hea 
vie perſecutions, giveth this as the reaſon of this 
their ſo doing - 1f wee have forretien the name of our 
God, and holden wp our hands to a ſtrange God, ſhonld 
wot God ſearch thus out ? for hee knoweth the ſecrets of 
the heart, When ſomething wee are to doe, muſt be 
ſubie& the cenſure of ſome ſpecial! wiſe, iudici 
ous man,alas, how doth the ſharpenefleof his ivdge- 
ment ſcare vs, and what care and circumſpeRion 
vieweinſuchcaſes? Well, all our s&iong yubarſo- ! 
ever muſt come vnder Gods ſcanning, and they 


evethat cannot behold the leaſt iniquitie. And ſhall 
wenothing reverence or reſpe this eye? Shall we 
take no care how to pleaſe ir ? O that wee cculd but 
bring our ſelucs once to give that reſpett to Gods | 
eye, which we doe to mans. It is true indecde, the | 
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© | Apoſtle condemnetheye-ſeruice in ſeruants to their 
| maſters. Bur yer this eye-ſeruice to men {hall cog. 
| demne our want of cyc-ſctuice to God : and would, 
'ro God by their example , wee could learneto pre- 

; forme eye- ſervice to God, The ſeruant though hee 

| workeidly & lazily, when his maſterseyeis off him, 
yet painefully whenitis on him. Gods eye is alway 

' on vs,and therefore if we had that reſpeR of our hea 

' uenly maſter,'» hich ofour earthly;we ſhould alwaies | 

| performe obedience to him. Eye. ſeruice, performed 
| co God, muſt needs belaſting and continuing ſcruice, 

| if thou canſt finde atime when Gods eyc is off thee, 
| I will then giue thee leaue to giue ouer thy worke, or | 
co wo: ke vntowardly : but ſince Gods eye is alwayes 

' on thee, why is nat thy cyc alſo alway on-him, as E- 

| nochs was? why walkeſt thou not as in the preſence 

' ofthis God? Why labonreſt cou not in all thy fer 
vices to approve thy ſelfeto this eyethar ſeeth in ſe 
cret,and it able by it owne chryſtall brightnes todil- 
coucrrhe ſmalleſt mote of hypocriſie inthe blindell 
nook of thy hart? that ſo when it ſhall come to rakes 
view of them, it may giue witnes to them & acknow- 
ledgethzm , though nor, as once thoſe ſolcly his 
owne in thecreation, for very good, yet for good in 
parr, for good ſincerely, though not good perſeRly. 
This vic David made of this do&rine to himſelle, 
Pſal. 119.168. 1 hawe kept thy Precepts , namely cot- 
ftantly and ſincerely , for all mywayes are before thee. 
[ V. This muſt re(traine vs euen from ſecret ſins, 
which we mightcommir withour the privity of apy 
other. For, whereſocver thou art, y is an eye 
thar ſces thee, an carcthat heares thee,a hand cbat 
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{behaviour ofthy heart, ſince God ſees thy heart bet- 
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' regiſters thy actions. By this argument Sa/ormon 


—_—_— 


| dchorteth from adulteric, which for the moſt partis 
committed in the night, 706. 24. 15. becauſe all the | Prov.s.rr. 


wayes of men are open & naked to Gods eyes. What 
horrible Acheiſme doth this argue, that the preſence 


ſome wickednefſe, when Gods preſence cannot? But 
2$ our Sauiour ſpeaketh concerning Killing - ſol of 
Secing; Feare not them that can ſcethe body oncly, 
but feare him that can ſee the ſoulealſo; to whom 
night and light, day and darknes areall one,who can 
as caſily ſee thee in the dead darkneſle of the night, as 
at high noone in the cleareſt ſun-ſhinez as well when 
the candle is out, as when lighted , him I ſay feare. 
If wee did beleeue this vbiquitie of Gods<ye, how 
would it quaſh the very firtt rifings ofcuill thoughts 
inour hearts? Theeyc of man drawesfrom vs a care 
ofour outward bchauiour : why then ſhould not 
theeye of God draw from thee a care of the inward 


terthen man thy face,and vnderſtands thy thoughts 
better then manthy words? Lietlechildica whenin 
the middeſt of their diſorders they ſpye once their 
fathers cye, they are huſhed preſently : So ſhould 


leeing eye of our heauenly Father continually ouer- 
looking vs , our hearts haue begunto breake looſe, 
and of, 

and deſires; then ſhou!d wee conſider that all this 
while Gods eye hath beene fixed on vs : Wretches 
then that we are, that haue had our Fathers eyc to 
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ofalictle childe ſhall hinder vs from the doing of | 


be with vs, when theough forgetfulneſle of this all- | 


rt themſeluesin vaine and idle thoughts |' 


bee a witneſle of our miſdemeanor! Then in this 
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caſe ſhould this ſpiritu}l eye of God worke the lame 
eff:& in vs , which once the bodily eye of Chriſt in| 
Peter. It ſhould cuendaſhvs, and ſhame vs inthe 


! middeſt of our ſinne, It being in the ſight and pre. 


ſence of our betters, whote gravitic and autboritie 
claymeth ſpeciall reverence at our hands, wee yer 
not knowing of it, haue bin otherwiſein our ſpeech. 
and bchauiour then became vs, wee no ſooner ſee. 
them, butare aſhamed preſently and are ready tocry, 
them mercy.Should we notdothelike, much more, | 
when we have offended and grieued the holy eye of 
the Lord with any vndecent behauiour, though bug] 
of our heartonly? Should we not ſay as once /acobin 
Bethel (\lince God is preſent in all places as well asin 
Bethel, though nor with (ſo ſpeciall a kindeof pre- 
ſence) Surely God is here,and 1 was net aware ? | 
V. This mult make vs take heede of deceiving 
our {clues with vaine pretences, in {hifting off good 
dutics;or in excuſing our finnes. If wee can finde but 
theleaſt ſtarting hole, if wee can get but the (illie(t 

prevext by the fingers end, how glad are we of ic? 
how faſt doe we hold it? Butalas, Gods eye can ca-| 
lily ſee through theſe figge-lcaues, it can eafily ferch 
Adam out of the thickets, The Anatomilt doth | 
not ſo clearely ſee the inwards@#f the body hee hath 
opened, as God doth the ſecret deceitofour hearts, | 
chough neuer ſo fairely cloakedand coloured. Away 
chen withall dawbing, Be not deceined, ſaid the A- | 
poltle to thoſe whole wit could finde out lurking» 
holes enough for their wickedn@ſſe in defrauding. 
Gods Miniſters, God will not be mocked, And excel- 
lently Salomon, Deliner them that are dr awne 80 _ | 
ana. 


— 
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and wilt not thou preſerue them that are led to be ſlaine? 
1f thou ſey, Behold wee know not of it , hethat pondereth 
the hearts,doth henot vnderſlandit ? 


DO —————_ 


that in ſundry cales, i, Inthe pernerſc iudgement of 
men often vader-valuing of vs, and deprefling vs 


| Paul wndcr their (hallow-headed Verbalifts, nor 
{| worthy to carry his bookes after him for ſoundand 
ſubſtanriall Icarning. Ourcomtfort here is this, thar 
God ſeerh not as man ſeeth, iudgeth notas man 
iudgeth, by the ſearing of the eye , by the hearing of the 
zare, by outward appearances. VV hence it comes to 
paſſe,that when the falſe and iniudiciouscyeof man, 
ro00t00 much aff:Red with outward ſhowes , hath 
preferred bold Thraſoes before their bertets , that 
cannot in like pompous oſtentation ſer forth them- 
ſelyes, and hath adiudged preeminence rather to 
Eliaſhibs ontward perſon then Davids inward parts; 
yet God comming after, reucrſeth andrepealeththis 
vntighteous judgement, thruſting downe proud ig- 
norance fromthe head ofthe table ro the foote, and 
lifting vp humble knowledge from the foote ro the 
head, Thus Paz/{relicued himſclfe when he was thus | 
diſparaged by the Corinthians ; / paſſenor,faich he, 

to bee indged of you; I meaſure nor my lelfe by any 

mans iudgement : Hee that iudgeth mee # the Lord. 

Wherefore as we hauec no reaſon to flatter our (clues | 
when men flatter vs, fo neither alwaies co diſcourage 
our ſelues when men diſcourage vs. As menspray/es 
muſt not tickle vs, ſo neyther alwayes their drſpr ayſes 
trouble vs. Fortruc, both praiſe and diſpraile is from 


V 1. This doftrine is full of ſweet comfort, and | 


farre beneath our inferiours, As the Corinthans did | 


God, | 
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God,who'ſearcherh the heart,and erycththe reynes, 
Heed not then mens iudgement ouer-much, but 
againſt their black coles comfortthy ſelfe with Gods 
white ſtorne, 2, Hcre-hence alſo wee may gather 
comfort in falſe impurations & ſlanders. As this was 
robs comfort in the aſperfion of hypocriſie}, 34y wit- 
nefſe is in heanen, and my record on high. z. It ſtcederh 
alſo for comfort in the preumilings of the wicked 
againſt vs, and that vnder colour of right, Pſ«/.7.9, 
O let the maliceof the wicked come to anend ; But guide 
thoa the inſt - For the righteous Lord ſearcheth the 
hearts and the reynes. And therefore he ſeeth the in» 
nocency and finceritic of the one, the fraud and by. 
pocrilic of the other,notwithſtanding all their good. } 
ly words.Theeyes of the Lordlooke downe from heauen, 
to ſhew himſelfe ſtrong to them that are of a perfett hart: 
namely ,in theend, atlaſt, euen when they are moſt 
weake in'themſelues,to giue them the victory. 
Fourthly. But'moſt cordiall is that conſolation 
which this do&rine miniſtreth in our temptations 
and inward conflits with Sathan and our owne 
Conſciences, crying out againſt vs, that wee are not 
that which others and our (clues haue thought , 
that wee have not ſo much as the leaſt dramme of 
any goodneſſe. And indecdyin temptation,our ſinnes 
oftcn preſent themſelues in ſuch a multitude, that 
they wholly intercept from our eyes the fight of 
grace. Yet bere inthe defe of our owne knowledge 
wee muſt comfort our ſclues with Gods; and ſay 


with Ezechiah,in that his gricuous triall,0 Lerd,thow 
tnoweſt 1 hage walked with aperfet? heart before thee. 


Thus Peter, when Chriſt lay grating vpon bim with, 
that 


| therby renewing the bitter memory of his three- 


mm thy ſelfe ouer-much inthe want of feeling of 
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that threefold interrogation , Simen /oueft thow we } 


fold denyall,and incffet, ſaying thus much : How 
can I chinke chatthon who haſt ſo often denyed me , 
dock loue mce? hee yer ſuſtained himſelfe withthis 
meditation of Geds knowledge; Lord 1hon knoweſt all 
things, tho knoweſt that 1 loue theres The Apoſtle 
ſhewerh. Rom.$. 25. that ſometimes, in the extre- 
mitic 'of aflition, wee arc ſo confounded in our 
felues , that though indeed we doc prayin our ſecret 
fighes and ſobs, yet wee perceiue notthat wee pray. 
For ſo I cake it that rext may be rcad ; Wee know not 
what we pray.; The flelh with her murmurings makes 
fuch a dinne, that wee can hardly hearc the voyce of 
the Spirit,mixing with the fleſhes roarings andrepi- 
nings, his prayings, ſighes and ſobbings, Bur be- 
cauſe apoore fouls would hence diſcomfortit ſelfe, | 
and thinke what good will ſuch confuſed prayers 
doe mee, which I ſcarſe diſcerne my ſelfe ? The 
Apoſtle anfwereth notably , 'oppofing to this ob- 
ietion the comfort of this doarine of Gods knows» 
ing the heart : But hee that ſearcheth the heart ,bee 
knoweth the meaning of the ſpirit. Marke how he op- 
poſeth Gods knowing of our prayers to our owne 
not knowing. As if hce ſhould ſay : Let not this 
tronble thee, that thou canſt not perceiue that 
thou prayeſt : Doe not therefore thinke thou can! 
not, thou doeftnorprayz For though thou know 
not what it is thou prayeſt, yer Godtheſearcher 
of the heart, who is greater then thy heart,he know- 
eth and approucth alſo thy prayer. Diſcovrage not 
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in thy ſelfe. Remember that God ſees, as that 
euill, ſo alſo that good which ſometimes thou ſeefi 
not in thy ſelfe. And therefore as thou oughteſt 
not to bee ouer-confident in the not- feeling of linne 
intby ſelfe , but to ſay with the Apoſtle, Though | 
know nothing ( thatis, no cuill) by my ſelfe, yet am 1 
not thereby wftified,, ſo neither to bee too farre deies 
Red in the nor-feeling of grace , buvby like propor. 
tionto (ay, Though 1 know no good tn my ſelfe,yet am 
I not thereby condemned. So much of thefirſt point; 
Gods knowledge of the heart : The ſccond follows. 
eth ; the end ot this knowledge , That 1 mray giveto 
euery man according to bis wayes, &c. The which 
words we will conſider, firſt ,in the retcrenceto the 
former :ſecondly,apart by themſelues. 

| *Outofthe former conſideration, we learne. 

x. That good and euill tkovghts and defires, in 
Gods account,are good and ecuill workes. For God 
here ſaith , hee taketh through notice ofthe heart, 
that hee may recompence men according to cheir 
workes; Thereby implying , that if hee did not ſee 
the lieart, there muſt needes ſcape many wicked 
thoughts and defires vnpuniſhed , many good ones 
alſo goe vnrewarded z and ſo hee ſhopld not be able 
to give to'cuery worke his proper recompence, 
namely, ro the inward works of the heart, the 
thoughts and defires thereof, Concerning evill 
thoughts, Peters ſpeech is excellemt to Simon Ma- 
gue : Pruyto God,that ifit bee poſiuble , the thowght of | 
thy beart may be forginen thee. Forgiuenelle preſap- 
poſeth deferr of puniſhment ; puniſhment an cuill 


work merlicing ir, for puniſhments arc only awarded 
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will and doe. If both bee his owne works, the de- 
fire as well as the deede, hee muſt needs loue, and 
like both the one, and the other. This maketh a- 
gainſt them, that make no bones of cuill thovghes, 
as though no other becuill workes, then ſuch «s bce 
outward, 2, It ſcrueth for comfort to the children 
of God , diſabled ſometimes by want of outward 
helpes , or otherwiſe, for the performanceof ſome 
kinde of outward obedience, Theſe muſt remem- 
ber how highly God apprizeth good purpoſes, 
and deſires , accepting and rewardingthem , when 
they come to him, as if they came accompanyed 
with the deedes themſelues. David did but conceiue 
a purpoſe to build God a houſe ; God rewarded it 
with the building, andeſtabliſhingsof Davids houſe, 
2.549.7.16, Hee did but conceiue apurpoſe to con- 
kſſe his lfinne; Gods care wasin his heart, before 
Davids confeffion could bee in his tongue, P/a.32.5. 
The poore beggars that haue wanted foode for 
themſclues ,. Chriſt yer (hall ſay at thelaſt day ,. yee 
hauefed mce when I was hungry, onely in regard 
of their trong affeRion , ' if they had had abilitic. 
The prodigall childe, when he was but conceiuing a 
purpoſe of regurning , was preuented by his Father, 
firſt comming to him Luk. 15. 20. and Eſay. 65. 24. 
God will anſwerevs beforewecall , thatis, in our pur- 
| poſe of prayer. O ſweet comfort ! when wee ad- 

dreſſe our ſelues to prayers in our private meditati- 
| ons, and bethinke our {clues of our ſundry wants , 
wee purpoſe with our ſclues to begge ſuch and ſuch 


things, | 


Jn | —_ _. 
to werkes, For good thoughts and defires Pawls 
ſpeech is excellent, 1! & God that worketh both , o | Philaury, 
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things, whereof yer happily wee forget ſome in the 
| vocall prayer : ſhall any good ſoule now thinke that 
| | the memories weakeneſle , ſhall any thing preiudice 
| herin this caſe ? Nozthy purpoſe of asking the thing 
: fargotten,was a moſt cffcAuall asking ofir:and'vnto 
| thee belongeth the comfort of that ſaying. 7wil 
heare before rhey call. | 
2. That God cſteemeth of the goodnefle of our 
outward workes by our hearts, Therefore here hee 
ſaith, rar he firſt ſearcheth the hearts, beforc here 
| compence the worke. If God iudged of workes one- 
ly by the outward matter of them, there needed 
then no looking into the heart. for the tult diſpen. 
ſing of rewards, and puniſhments. Now there are 
ewo things more eſpecially in the heart, whereby 
Godivdgeth of our wurkes. 1. Faith, which clear 
ſeth the heart, and maketh it a good treaſury , fit for 
a good man to bring forth good things, which 
alſopropoundeth vntovs, and vrgeth vpon vsthe 
' Tim.t.s, | commandement of God, preſoribing the good 
As 15. worke to bedone : whence that title of the Law of 
_—_ 2. faith, and whence alſo our obedience is called the 
Dm png * | obedience of faith. 2. A lincere aftetion, chiecfely re- 
Rom.1,5. ſpeting Gods glory, and the Churches good in 
that wee doe. The vſc, 1, Againſtthe Papiſts, that 
vpon ſuch placesas this, would foung the dorine 
of merit. But here God ſayes he lookes into the hart, 
when hee would reward the outward worke, So 
char there is no worthineſſe in the outward worke 
it ſelfe, but it is ſomething within the heart , which 
procureth the reward to the outward worke, and 


that is ſpecially as Iſhewed, faith in — 
Jeſus 
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vill men ; which though beautifuil in the eyes ofthe 
"world, are yetdeformed before God, becauſe they 
neither flow out of a pure fountaine of a purged 
| heart, nor are referred to juſt ends. Let theciuill 
man then know, that when heepreſents God with 
his outward righteouſneſfſe, looking for ſome re- 
ward, the dung ofhis ſacrifice ſhall bee throwne in 
his face : For God will looke into his heart, and 
finding it vnbaprized, he will bid him looke into the 
rocke whereout his workes were hewen, and into 
the hole whereout they were digged , and then aske 
him , how that can be cleane which hach ſo impure 
anoriginall? 3. Againſt Hypocrites , that with their 
leauen, ſowre the beſt workes they doe. If God 
in iudging of good workes did not looke to the 
heart, an hypocrite might ſpced as well as the beſt 
Chriſtian. But heere wee ſee the afteion and dil. 
policion of the heart is allin all with God. Vee 
indecde iudge of the heart by the worke - God con- 
trarily iudgerh of the worke by the hears. We firlt 
approue the worke, and then the wrokeman : But 
God firſt hathreſpe& to Habel,and then to his facri- 


| fice. Though the matter of the worke bee never (o 


good, yetthe corruption of an vnſanditicd heart 
will marreall, and change the nature of it. And as 
twill bee no cxcule before God, when the matter of 
theworke is ill, co pleade the goodnes of the heart; 
ſo ncither, when the heart is naughr,to pleade, that 
the matter of the workeis gcod. Whereof we haue 
notable examples, E/. 58. inthe Iewes vrging God 
with cheir faſting, and yct ſcnt away emptie; and In 
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ſeſus Chriſt, 2. Againſt the workes of morall and ci- | 
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th ole reprobaves, Mere. 7.alledging their preachin 
i Chriſts name, caſting out of Diuels, &c. but re 
criuing that fearcfullanſwere , Depart from mee yee 
' workers of iniquity : 1 know yee not. Loe, preaching it 
ſelfe though in Chcifſts name , becauſe yer not tor 
Chriſts name, is with God, buta worke of iniqui- 
tie, and hell fire is the reward of it. So Caiws out- 
ward workes in ſacrificing were the ſame with his 
r.loh,3.33. brothers, and yet Saint /0-n layes, Cains workes were 
ewill, and Abelsgood, And God himſelfe ſaideto 
Caine, If thow docſt well, ſhalt tbow not bee accepred ? as] | 
chough for ali his ſacrifices, hee had not done well 
as yet. And ſothe lewes lacrifices are in indignati- 
on reieRed, with a,wborequired theſe things? becaule 
indeed, God did notrequire bodily execiſe, divor- 
ced from the ſpirituall; the (hell without the kernell, 
the buske without the corne, the carkaſe withoot 
Eſay 66.3. the ſoule. Hence it is that the Lord calleth the 
- =. [ewes incenſe and ſacrifice, though commanded by 
meweſt2Fi- | himlſelſe, their ownewayes. And in another place his 
dErine, belles, owne ſacrifice), the ſacrifice of fooles. For as Martial| 
, ſaid to Fidentine,the booke thou readeſt is mine, but 
eſſe tau, when thou readeſt it ill, then it begins to bee thine : 
ſo may God ſay to hypocrites; Theſe workes of| 
prayer, hearing , &c. arcmine, but when you goc 
about them thus vntewardly , and performe them 
chus corruptly , then they are your owne. I will 
acknowledge them no longerfor mine. I ſee then, 
| thatit is nor fafefor vs toreſt inthe outward yorke , 
bur that wee had necdetolooke to our hearts inall 
the ſeruices wee performe. For God will looke to 
| Our hearts in iudging, and in rewarding. - 
chat 
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| the very marter of thy worke wi!l make thee odious 


| will make thee twiſc as odious to God , to whom al- 
| waics fained ſantZitie is double iniquitie.Wirhall con. 


QOUI_— _— 


___ The deceirfulnefſe of mans heart. 


| wee had neede moſt looke to in pradtifing. As the 

workman in the doing of any worke, villbee moſt 
carefalin that part ofie, wherein hee knoweth the 
eyc ofhim, for whom he worketh, will bee moſt ce. 
riews, If God, when thy prayer ſhall come to bee 
weighed in his ballances, ſhould then eſpecially 
ſtand vpon thy tongue, vpon thy phraſe of (peech , 
ypqn che rune of thy voice, &c. then ir would ſtand 
thee in band in praying , ſpecially ro minde theſe 
chings. But ſince ir is the afteQtion of thy hear: , 
hee will aboue all things makeinquirie of, confider 
then what a folly it is in praiſing, to bee moſt dili- 
gent in that, whereof God in examining wil be moſt 
gardleſſe; und to bee molt negligent there, where 
wee ſhall be fure tofind him moſt ri, and ſeucre, 
And withall conſider thine owne miſery , who dc- 
| priveſt thy ſclfe both of mans,and Gods reward. For 


tothe world, ascaretully lping the very apparance 
of good, as the Apoſtle biddeth vs-to flic the appa- 
rance ofeuill. Butthe corrupt warner of thy worke 


fider, what a griefe it muſt needs bee to thee at the 
laft day , to ſec others wires recciued for their ſince: 
ritie, andthine owne talent refuſed for thy bypocri 
ſie -to ſee others cups of- cold water mercifully re- 
warded, and thine owne giuing the Cup of Chriſt 
bloud; the water and bread ot cternall life, ſeuerely 
puniſhed. 


that which God mot lookes to in Owarding; thi 


4. This muſt teach thee when after long out 
Ee __=_ 
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T he deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. - <"l 
ward praQtice Spodlineſle, thou findeſtnotthe true | 
reward of godlinefſe, thenito enter into thineowne | 

. heart by examination and to conlider whether thoy 


' art guiltie of hypocriſie or no. For true goadlineſſe— 
' great gaine + and Godalwayes is iult , giuing men 
| accordingto their workes, but yet meaſuring the 
| workes by the heart. If then thou doing works out- 


wardly good,receive an anſwerable reward, doenor 
| therefore challenge God of iniuſtice, (as thoſe /ewes, 
| wherefore haue we faited, and thouſerſt it net ? ) but 
| chy ſelfe of vnſoundneſſe of hearr, Which corre& 
thou , 3nd thou then (ſbalc ſee there will bee :0 cauſe 
for chee ro complaine of the Lord. 
; V. Heerealſois comfort tothole that haue with 
| 200d hearts,done many good works, which yet ace 
| 


ill caken; and.ill rewarded of men.. Men cannot ce 
| our hearts, and therefore what maruell,. if they doe 
| notal wayes reward vs accordingto our workes ? If 
the wicked ewes could haue ſcene how louingly, 
and cendetly Chriſts heart was afleQedtothem,they 
would better haue rewarded his miniſtery then that 
he ſhould hane needed to complaine, 1 have labonred 
in vaine,1 hawe (bent my ſtrength,cne, But our comfort 
is,ſo as was Chriſts,that 9#y worke, though never ſo 
mach reieted ofmen, s'yet 1h our God, in time 
to bee rewarded of him.. Becauſe he ſcethour ſound 
and fairhfull hearts, and that rothisend, that hee 
may reward vs according: to: out workes. The dutie 
of reprchenſion Chriſtianly performed is-a good 
worke, yet how diſtaſtfull co the reprehended, and 
how thankeleſle an office? yet wee muſt not bediſ- 
couraged, though by the performance of this dutie 

wee. 
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. (bleffings vpon any, that they which come after 


p- -T he decehrfulneſſe of mans heart, _ 
wee purchaſeill will ar mens hands. For God leeing 


| rheintegritie of our heart, will reward vs according- 


ly; cauſing vs at length co finde more favour, euen 
with the reprehended themſelues, then thoſe chat 
have clawed or flattered, Pr08.28.23. 

Now [come to conſider the words inthemſelues, 
obſcruing three poinrs in them, the rewardey; the 
rewarded; the rule of ewarding. 

1. Therewarder, God. That 1 may gine,&c. Here 
we lcarne; 

1, That God hath an infinite treaſurie, both of 
rewards,and puniſhments, who gineth tocuccy par- 
ticular man his iuſt portion, either of the one, or of 
che other. He is an vnemptiable fountaine of good 
neſſe that can never be drawne dry. His rewarding 
of one, doth” not diſable therewardingofan other, 
neither doth hee ſo ſp:nd himſclfe in conferring his 


«lgpne? haſt e ever a ble{hng left behinde for 
vw? Gods rewards not like the blefhng of //accke, 
which could bee beſtowed onely on one. For God 
himſelfe the rewarder, is alſo the reward, and there- 
fore as he tels 4brah1m:,an exceeding great, an infi- 
nite reward, able to fatisfic infinite worlds, His ju- 


ſhould need co a Þ vnto him as Eſay to 1{aach, 1s 


Palates, \o in Hell aHo many priſons, many dunge. 
os; thatas his cheſts and coffers are fall of precious 
perrks:mdiewels;o bis quiners of peſtiſentarrowes 


ſtice alſo, being as infiniteas his mercie, cannot bur | 
furniſh him with like varictic ofiudgemene , thar as | 
inHeanen their are many Manſions, and Princely | 
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Lohn 1444. 
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| 


prepared for the ribs bfthe vngodly, Sothar we need 3 
” be _Eea. _not | 
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cant bomines, 
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mittatluppiter 
leviees tempore 
inermss erit, 


| Heb.11.36. 


| 


T he deceitfulneſſe of mang heart. . 
not feare that of our 7chonah , which they of their 
Tupiter , thatif, as often as men ſinne, the thunder- 
bolts ſhallflic abroad, hee would quickly be vnfur- 
niſhed of weapons. The vſcis this, as to terrific the 
wicked, fo to encourage the godly. It isa comfort to 
ſeruefucha Maſer , as beſides his willingnes, is alſo 
able to rewatd vs. T hereforewe ſee how Kings fer. 
uices in this regard are moſt ſought after, Neuer 


, | then grow wee wearie of ſerving this Maſter, with | 


whom is ſuch plentic of reward , whoſe is the earth, 
ang the fulneſſ: thereof, the heaucns and all their 
furniture, and at whoſe right hand-is fulneſſe of 
pleaſures for eucrmore. Who may fay vnto vs of, 
| all other baſe Maſters, as Saul! of Danid, Can theo. 
ſornes of. [{haigiue you Vineyards, and Orchards? Can | 
they. make y0u Captaines ower fifties, and oner hun. 
dreths # ſocan the Deuill,the World, the Flcſl,in» 
late you imo the fel'citie of-my choſen? can they 
make you Kings and (cr-you in the cbaire of cſtate? 
The feruice of God isa reward ſufficient go it ſelfe, 
and farre from his ſeruants is the baſe mindes of; 
mercenaries. Neuertheleſſc it is fic, with Moſes, to 
quicken our dulncfſe , with the conſideration of the 
-great recompence of reward. 

2. That: whoſocuer- bee the inſtruments either 
ofour rewards or puniſhments, God ſtill isthe chiefe 
both rewarderand punilher :.7 bet 1 may gine. The 
vie whereof is, both to teachws thankfulneſſe to Cod, 
whenrewarded,andpatience,when rorretiedby men. 

| It may be thou haſt deferued well of thoſe men, that 
| deale vokindly with thee. Bur yet conſider whether 


inthe ſamething, whercinthou haſt deſcrued __ | | 
0 
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| T he dreoiafmirefſe of mans heart. | 
| ofman, thou: haſt notdeferned ilbof God, becauſe 
happily intheſe daties performedeo man;thou had. 
geſt noreſpetof God. If ſo,then acknowledge that 
God hatl- found our thy fidne\, complaine novot 
mebs vakindnefle andeniuftice, God is tuft ilftheir 


3- That whatſoever bc the worke for which-wee 
expeq a reward; itis God tharmuſt reward ' ic. This 


which tcſpeA man, to haveaneyevnto God, and 
to peforme them 'as vato God, and fo in ſeruing 
of man to ferue God. For it is God that muſt re» 
| ward them & rhat{as I ſhewed ) docthrewardthem, 
euen then when mep reward them : For it.is hee that 
inclineth their heareschereto. How then can weex 
pore reward of God rthere;; where wee have done 
him no ſervice? If in ſerving of men thou haſt ſer- 
ved thy ſelfe, and ſought thy ſfermther then God, 
when choucommeſt forthy reward), 'Godsanſwere 
' wiltbee ; fethim reward thee whom thou ſeruedft. 
Thou ſcruedſtthy ſelfegreward thy felfe thenitthou 
wilt, for I qenerrewardany ſcruices but minc owne. 
| Had wee not then needetin-all duties done ro men; 
tgdve thermds vmto God , icaftiorhetwiſe ,--25 woe 
looſe mans, ſoalſo Gods reward. Bur doe themn'vnto | 
 God,and then weate ſure, if notofboth , yetof the 
| beftreward;-2t5d weerake a very fate courſe for our 
 ſelues. For cuen the beſt men 
| 6d vnthankfell varo-vs : Bur God cantiotbutabun- 
 danitly recompenice the ſergice done to bimſelte. 
Fhe x tows of lone andliberalitie done to men, which 
 forne of thoſe 1o-whom they were done had hap- 
Py I OE.E 


iniuftice, ir. isherha rhos pruniſherhchce. + + 


| muſt reach vs ia'theworkes'of the ſecond: Table, | 


prooue vnkinde; | 


pily 1 
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| 
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Gen. 31,42 


Pee 


| 


The deciefulnefſe.of mane hears. - 
ily fotgor, | yet|\Chrift remembers atthe laſt day, 
nds booſt they were done as to himlelfe Nd 
25:40.7ce hane wone them vue mes There is the 
cauleof the reward. iF his 1s Pans bouncell to Chtj- 
ſtimnwſernanrs /y0aked 'with-cruell heatheni(ſh Ma- 
| ters to bee-obedient vnto their Maſters, according 
W the flc{h,as vnto Chriſt, ſeraing the Lord,and-not 
men,and'tharvupon = A enrbeth ; odrncy= I 
pd thing anymav.dotb;” t e e receive of 1 
rp He. hes bee: bendor free; Servants. in ſuch 
caſes are ready:to. obic,.! Why ſhould wee haue 
any care to pleaſe them ; chat haue ſolirtle care to 
pleafure.vs, nay,rbatare readietodoc vs allthe dif 
plezfure they can 2 Yet; 'butforthis.caulc they had 
need-ſamuchtherather 8o-make conſcienceofriicir 
dutic, even to thefull, hecauſe by this meanes they 
(hall prouide 4: motable remedie againſt their Ma- 
ſtersiniuries,riamely,: the: bountifullyc ward of Gad 
himſcife. 5D by Maſter wrongsthees whatthen? wik | 
thou therefore wrong thy ſclie2 Hee denies thee his 
reward : 'wilt thou therefore jnereaſe ghy puniſh- 
ment ? andastbough this werenot enough, depriue 
thy {elſe alfo of Gods ceward? Lavemttyranniceould 
nox tire. out 4ecotin:the coutfcothis faubfulnele, 
and/behold in thi end the Locd bimſclfe in ſpite of 
Laban teechrichly rewardeth bim, .,  - £ 
11. Circumſtance is the perſons rgwarded, Euery 
man, of whardegree foever.}| 24 51/1 94 915 


I, Markc hare (50ds vnpartialh dealing. A 
eminent vertues of meanc one5-are not heeded. Bur 


| 


with Gad., neiches, {ball, thygreacucile beipe 


men, groſſc vices of great ares re-winked.art, 
hes | 
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| ___... 7 be decrirfaInefſe of mans buart.. 


from puniſhment, nor thy baſencshinderthee from 
reward. Thismuſt hamble the'greac ſtates ofche 
World : God isnoreſpeter of perfons. They muſt 
not looke for achaircand acuſhion , when they ap- 
arebefore Gods Tribunall. Nay , thou muſt then 
bee Gripoliarke nuke of all ourward- pompe;:God 
will put oo difference: beewixt thee and the poorefi 
Lacerw. He indgeseucry,man alike, 


ſpecial. Far Gods rewards are- proportioned to his 
 kna'vied bez] know theheart , that 1 may reward :But 
| be rewards cuery manin particular, Therefore alſo 
hoknowes him, and all his waies.Particular rewards 


 argueparricular knowledge. Terrible isthis tothe 


| preſently ro ſay in admiration, What, doth the King 
know me? Butlerthe pooreſt Lazar, thatis withall 
the childe of God, know for his comfort, that the 
' great King and mighty God takes ſpeciall notice of 
him;and that for his good. It is not with our God as 
with their Idoll , that hath no leiſure to attend fmal- 
| ler matters. Hee is nor like Bae/, that purſuing his 
| encmicscannothearec his friends;nor like D7axa,that 
being preſent at A/cxaners birth , could nor ar the 
fame time preſerue herEpheſiantemple from the fire. 
I HI: Circumſtance followes, the rule of rewar- 
dingaccording totheirowne wayes, &c, Here wee 
fatne, that God proportions his rewards and pu- 
| niſhments ro our workes , asit were theline to the 
rule, This proportion hath ſundry branches. 
ET 4 I The 


2 Hence Tgather that there is a particular pro- | 
yidence, caking notice of men and their aciansin | 


wicked; but molt comfortable to the god!y. It che | 
King rake notice ota rheaner man; hee will bee ready | 
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. x, :Thecuill-ob-fennc ſhall hayc-euill of Ppuailh. 
mentin Hell, thegood of obedicnee;the good ofre. 
ward in Heaven, Afatrh. 25. 2.As oor workes ate 
becter or worle , ſo ſhall .oue toyesim-Heaven, ' our 
pains in Hell bc more or lefſe.Copernanm | 
Sedome and Gomorrah in fione,'(hall'teele alſo an 
excede of puniſhment, and the wilfull' ſeruant ſhall 


| receiue more ſtripes then the ignorant. So alſo the 


' greater our zeale, paines and traucll hath beene in 
Godscauſe , thegreaterſhall bee the weighe of our 
glory.. Therwelue Apoſtics ſhall haue twelue ſpeci- 
all - ues at the day of iudgement, and whereas 
other wiſe men ſhall but ſhine with the brigheneſſe 
of the firmament , they that turne others from their 
euill wayes, with the brightneflc ofthe ſtars rhe rhet 
| h liberally ſhalt reape liberally. Andevery 
yr arrange em rms he 
to farther our reckoning inthe aayof the Lord. $ 

is —_ , even to him that hath paficd here, 
\ eaſily, but the ſlcepe of the labouring man it 15 ſweet 
| indeed. Soalſo though that fleepe in <4b#abamn 
bolome be (weet , even ro fuchas have liucd a more 
en and caſe life here, yer cuen there alſo , the 


preater oli toyle and trials bauc beene,, the more we 
have ſweateand ſuffered bere tor Chriſt; the ſwee- 


The Martyrs ſhall bee Pillars in the Houſe of God. 
| CAP%c. 3. 12. Our Saviour in hisanſwere to the 
peticion of thetwo brethren, ſecmes to imply, chit 
thereareſome, for whom places ot incnce are 


prepared, as itwereto fit athis right hand and left, 
net- 


| 


ter (hall wee frnde that reſt and repoſe in Heauen. 


; 


| 


| 
| 


bu ——_ 
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The deceirfulneſſe of mans heats. 


| beanenly glory any more fauour merit, thenthe'vn+ 


the Lord proportions to our deſires & endeuours in 
the vic ofthe means; the wider we open our mouths 
the more abundantly hee will fillvs and with what 
meafure. wee metre to. him in painfull and heedfull 
hearing of his Word, with che ſame will he meaſure 
to vs in the diſpenſation of his grace : Neither yet 
doth our hearing ofthe word, defire in opening our 
monthes wide, metirthar which they obtaine. And 
if the danger ofthe doArine of merit hinder vs nor 
from holding that which is indeed apparant to our 
eyes, that according to the degrees of grace, and 
lanRification, God diſpenſeth many of his remporal 
rewards in this life, as a greater pood name, greater 
inward reverence & honour inthe hearts of men to 
lach ascxcellin mortification aboue their brethren, 
why ſhould it fearevs here, ſince the one drawes 
merit with it no more then the other ? 3; Beſides 
this -generall,' there is alſo a ſpeciall proportion, 
ecing to the workes in ſpeciall, in foch manner 
that a man may almoſt read the finne in the pnnith- 
went, the vertacin the reward, The Midwines built 
the houſes of the Iſraelites, by preſeruing their chil. 
dren,contrary tothe Kings bloudy Edit, God ther- 
fore buile them honſes. DP a#:d purpoled to build 
God a houſe; God preſently promiſed to build his 
houſe for euer. Ebedmelech ſaued leremieshite; God 
therefore gaue him his own life for a pray. So he hath 
omiſed ro recompenſe our zealc of his glory with 
his zcale of ours; 7 will honour them that howonr mee: | 


neither doth this do@rine of vncquall degrees of 
equall degrees of grace in this life, which ofcentimes 
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rings and rewards together. Inſtead of hisbrethrengs | 
| hatred, be got ftrangerslouc z his brethren that ſold | 
| him as « flaue , adored him a Lord; 'Inftcad of the | 


| ters, he found achaine of gold. Inſtead of chelabour | 
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T he deceit fulneſſe of mans heart. 


neither doth God keepe this proportioa in »Qiue 
onely,bur alſo in paſbue obedience. Here 7oſepbrex- 
ample is moſt remarkeable if wee compare his ſuffe. | 


priſon, hee met with athorne. - In ſteadofironifer- | 


' of his hand,a ring on his band. In ftead of the parti 
| colouredcoat his brethren tripr him off, the prince. | 
ly Robes har 404 pur vpon him. In ſtead of thevn- | 
 lawfullpleaſure-ofadulteric, the lawfull comfort and 
contentment of at honourable marriage. Inſtead of 
| being a feruant in the priſon, being halfe a Soue- 
raigne inthe Kingdome, Thelike meaſures keepes 
he alſo in puniſhment. 46/alons haireghis pride,” be- 
came his halter. The waters which Pharaoh appoit- 
tcd to deſtroy the Hebrew Babes ,, were afterwardes 
made fit ro poylon the Egyritans. Pharaoh had in- 
feted them with bloud of innocents , God turnes 
them into bloud; and iatheir colour ſhewesrthe 
rantthe colour of his finne. Pharaoh flaycs the Iffa- 
elites children, God afterward flew his, and all the. 
Egyptian: firſt borne. Dives denied LaFerw crums 
of bread; Abraham atterward denied hima droppe 
of water. T hoſe that will not hearkento the-ſweet 
and familiarvoiceof Go Þ , ſhall bee ſchooled by 
the ſtrange Janguage of cruell ſtrangers oucr-top- | 
ping them, The Zgyprians had vexed the 1ſraelites 
with much wearinefle and thirſt, in over- burdening 
them with-labour; G o » therefore by depriving 
| them of the vſe -of their waters, aflited chem 
with | 
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The deceirfulneſſe of mans heaxt. 
ono ſame thirſt aud withehe lame wearinelle in 
oing aboutand ſkeking for water: Sag! becauſe he 
flew thoſe thatdid weare the Ephod, therefore God 
would not an{wer him either by Yrim orT hammim: 
and his owac bands revenged vpon himlelſe the in- 
 nocent bloud af others. The wicked becauſe in this 
life they ſay to God, as it is in /ob, Depart thou from 
vs, therefore in the life ro come, God (hvll ſay to 
thera Deparz from me yeeenrſed, Adams delire of the 
| Godhead, was punithed with mortalitic and miſery, 
And vnto him thatin Eſay vaunts himſelfe, ſaying, 
Iwill aſcend abone the height of the clonds, aud will bee 
like rorhe moſt high ;the Lord will haue thisanſwere 
to be made : Thos ſhalt be brought downe 10 1he grant, 
tothefedes of che pit. Hypocrites performe tempo- 
rarie obedience, God onely giues them a tempo- 
rariereward here in this life, Marth.s Yerily they baue 
their reward, namely here in this life, they (ſhall hauc 
{none bereafter, So LAhabs temporaric humiliation 
obtained the reiourning of a temporall iudgement: 
Hypocrnes allo pcrforme an imperteR obedience, 
[they will doe ſome few things commanded, bur not 
all : God ſerues chem irj their owne kinde, hee giues 
them ſome few of his meaner bleſſings, but denics 
them the principall.VVhence that excellent exhorta- 
Lion, 2.10bn 8. Looke to your ſelues, that wee looſe n0t 
the things wee hawe done, but may rectine a fullreward. 
There is then a plenary reward toa'tull,and a per tdall 
orhalfe reward toa fcantie and halfe obedience, Thus 
lehnes obedience in delliroying 4habs houſe was re- 
compenſed with Gods bleſing vpon his houſe to 


['# ourth peneration; an{werabletohis curſcin the : 
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God here ſay,that I maygiuetoeucry man for, but' 


© The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart.” 


fourth gencration,as in /yr«w,whoſe polteriryis nat 
remembred till the fourth Generation , as in the Ge- 
nealogie.Matth. 1, But yet becauſe /ebae5 obedience 
was nor lincete, it was not rewarded {> as is true 

obedience; whole reward is farreaboue the puniſh- 

ment euen to a thouſand generations. Sothateuen 

in rewards,as well as in puniſhments ,}God will put 
a difference betwixt an 1ſ74elite and an «Egyptian : 

that as Gods Children are not ſmitten ſo as ther 

ſmiters the wicked, becauſe their difobedienceis not 

ſo full as the wicked, therefore they have bur halk 

a puniſhment : Sothe wicked are not rewarded as, 
are the godly ; becauſe their obedience is not fo | 
perfe- and compleate, therefore they have but 

halfea reward, anſwerable to their halfe obedience, 

Againe, Hypocrites giue God anoutward obedi: 
ence, without the inward affeftion. So God giues 
them his cxtcrnall bencfits, but without any hearty 
loue or affe&ion vntothem... Looke how they fener: 
their hearts fromGod in their o&edjence,fo doth God 
his from them in his benefirs, So even, andequall is 
the retribution of divine iuſtice. 

The Ye. Firſt, againſt the Papiſts vrging their do- 
&rine of Merit out ofthis and ſuch like places - bur 
here we ſce,all rhe Propher teacheth is a proportion 
berwixt our workes and wages, betwixt our paines 
and pay, thatjs, betwixt that wee doe, and that wee 
receiue. And therefore hee maketh our workes to 
be therule,not the cauſe of the reward. The rulc is 


notthe cauſe of the linedrawneby ir. Neither doth | 
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T he deceirfulneſſe of mans heart: 

according to his workes. Surely if good workes, as 
they teach, {haild bee meritorious, then as ig is vn» 
ivttice in man ro-deraine the labouring mans wa- 
ges when his worke is done : ſo alſo ſbould it bee in 
God, if hee did nor preſently recompenſe euery 
good worke of his ſeruants,as ſoone asir were dore. 
And as the bircof the Labourers detained, cryetb 
againſt che coucrons Oppreſlours, ſo by like reafon 
ſhould the reward of our obedience, ſo long often- 


a3. 
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| gunent is enough co ouerthrow merit : Gods flow. 
nefſe as irwere in rewarding his childrens ſervices , 


the times of the reward. And therefore heere- hee 
ich; That I may giuc to every man according to 
his workes, wichout making any. mention of the 
time when, leaning himſelfe tree for that, Vee (ee 
that in paying of wages to our ſeruants, wee limit 
one ſelues to fertimes, asro the quarters, or halte 
yecres end, becauſe it isa matter ofdeſerr: but-in 
|our gifts and gratuities, wee-doe not {0 tie our 
| ſelves, but giue them when-wee thinke good, And 
ifthere-were any ſuch worthinefle in our warkes, 
what neede when that mgdeſtie of the holy men in 
Scriptures , who when they were deltred their faich- 
\foll ſeruice, mighr bee remembred with Gads. rc- 
.| ward, haue withall defirced it mightbeeremembred 
with Gods forgiucneſſe? as Nehemiah, Remember me 
O my pt ropemrming 1bis, and pardon mee,accordiug to 
thy great mercie. 


giving. Our Sauiour when hee would haue vs craue 


times deferred, cry againſt God. Euen this one ar- | 


and that libertic which hee raketh to himſefe for | 


ur b:t workes then need forgi- || 
vings ,*nd chat which needes forgiving , merits not | | 
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{daily bread, as ew bread, dueto-our obedience by 
| forginenefſe,, for-xbe want of :tharvwour obedicace, 


looſe profeſſours, promiſing to themlelues, though 


| 
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The. drceiefulneſſeofomincheart; 


Gods promiſe, then withall he would have vs crave 


andro addevnto;- Give vs this day 'onr dailybreant; 
And forgine vs our treſpaſſts, Secondly, againſt our 


linings and lying m their fines, the reward*of: 
rie. No}, as thox ſoweſt thog mb(ſt reape, 'and' as 
thon breweſt thou muſt drinke. If thoa ſowe tares, 
never looke to reape VVheate, If thou brew with 
Crabbes, neverlooke to drinke milde Becre. Ag | 
our Saulour comparing the man to-a tree}, the 
workes to the fruirs, ſayes, Can men gather figges of 
thornes, grapes of thiſtles? locomparing our workes 
to trees, their rewards to the fruits, ſay the. like: 
'Thinke'you' ever of the thornes andthiftles of oor | 
uetou{nelle, pride, vncleanneſle, blaſphemie, ſwea- | 
ring, prophanation of the Sabaths, euer to gather| 
the ſweer tigges, 'Or pleaſant grapes of glory , and 
hbappinefſe'?? Will this gall and wormewood euer| 
.make*pleaſant drinke ? Will theſe wildeand ſowre 
grapes euer yeeld ſweet wine? O that wee could ſe- 
rioufly lay this to heart, that wee muſt all appeare 
before Chriſt , to receive according to that which 
here wee'hane done, whether good ot enill, tharhee 
that ſowerh rothefleſh'}; ſhall ofthe fleth rea ecor-) 
ruption,and he that ſowerh of the ſpirit, ſhall of the' 
ſpiritreapeliſeeterfaſting, Then would wee begin 
eſentiy+oreafbit with ont ſelues.'Klis How poore, | 
ow barferf 41 Tir good workes, how fruitfoll in 
11? Ts ittriicindeedcharaccording to the qualitie of 


is 
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oor workes wee ſhall bee indged ** Alas, what orher | 
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_ workes}. * 


| 
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| 


be deceiefwintſſe of man heart. | 


—_ 


workes cap-I: preſcoe the Lord with, belides the 
workes of death-and dackneſfe? if-thcfe had the 
promiſe of reward, thenwere my taſc good, /Exa+ 
mine my heart my brother, and thinke with'thy 
ſelfe : Thus long bauve 1 lived, but whatgood have 
[.donecither tomy ſelfe, or others? Wherearemy | 
Prayers, Faftings , Humiliations,, Medications, 
well-ſpent: Sabaths, well-governed children- and 
feruants? Vhereare the workes of mercie tomy 
brethrens,cither ſoules,in holy admonition, repre- 
heofion,cxhorration ; or bodies, in miniftring re 
liefe to. their neceſſhiiic ? How can 1 looke for rhe 
ie, that haue ſtoodidlein the Marker place all 
the day long?forthe crowne,, that refuſed to runne ? 
fora good crop of Harueft, that wovld not fowe in 
ſeede tirhe ?. Let vs no longer deceiue'our felues. 
\Fhat which Salomon fpeaketh of ſloth in the 


{things of this life', is true alſo of ſpiritual ſloath. 
[Hee that being {loathfull in Winter will not plowe, 


fhalibegge in Summer, and have.nothing ;z as wee 
way fce. in the rich gloton begging water of Laz4- 
to coole his rongue, andin the fooliſh Virgins, 


[Npging oyleofthe wiſe. It were madneſſeto ſceke 


{hes in VVooes, for Apples and Peares in the 


|!Seas, Bur what madnef1e re ſecke Heaven in Hell , 


glory in{hame, lightin darknefle,ro thinke we (ball 
finde eternall life in the-way of wickedneſle ? #/h; 
ſecke yee the lining among the dead ? (aid oncerhe An. 


|-gelltothoſe women. Bur why fecke yee life in death? 


why ſecke yee that erernall life ; amony'rhoſe dead 


-workes of darknes? No glory, homar, and immortality | 
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can bee found of any , but ſach as ſethe it by continuance | 
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| in well doing, Row. 2. 7.1f thou goe about toſeeke 


Gods Ki xc, ſcoke Gods righteouſacs. Sofſeeke 
ir,/ andfind ir. Ocherwiſerhoudoeft burtake a great 
deale' of paines to goe to Hell, If chou pray hy 
king dame come , pray allo thy will bee done. Gods 
| will muſt be done ofthee, before bis Kingdomecan 
| cometo thee. I I. Since thedegrees of glory here 
after (hall bee according to the degrees of grace 
heere, it muſt reachvs, if we would then ſhincin 
glory , now to ſhine in grace. Naturally weeaffed 
| preemirience, and precedencic in all chings. Take 
| theaduancape ofthis thy corruption, to ſhake offall 
' irituall loath, vſc itas a goadeinthy fideto make 
thee ſweat againein Gods worke. Double paints 
| ſhall bring thee double pleaſure, doub'e diligence, 
| doubledelight, double tiolineflc,. doublc honourt 
' who would bce a common ſtone-i che building, 
| when hemight bea pillar ? who would be a doors 
| keeper; or porter in a houſe , when he might bea 
| teward? I'V. Looke wetothe wholc courſe ofour 
lines, God rewards not according to our good, or 
evill worke,but according to ovr workes , to the or- 
dinary courſe of them. One evill worke ſhall not 
prciadice thee, who walkethrin the ordinary track of 
good workes; ior contrarily , one good worke (hall 
not profit thee, who makeft anordinary.trade of do- 
ing cuill workes. V. This muſt ceach vs, faithfully 
to walke beforethe Lordinthe diſcharge ofourlſe- 
u-rall callings,withourany cirking care, or diſtruſt. 
full choughe=rakiog for any of thecomforts of this 
like. Alithe care thatibelongs to vs, is how todoe 


our work well. The care of the reward of our works 
; is 
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isGods; Looke we well to doe our worke, and Gad 


jsthat which our Saviour tcacheth 3 Wheanto thoſe 
whinings, whet [belt we cate, what ſhall wepat on?- hee 
oppoſeth a contrary care of feckiog Gods kingdome, 
| and rightcouſneſſe: forthea, if they would or er | 
rowork the work of God;thexcward of Gad 


thotighr how-to get this ov ithar good thing promi- 
{ ſed, wee could once takethoughc how todocthis or 
| chat good thing commanded, and fo doing our du- 


{ 1i6, reftvpon God inthe belicte of this Re oder 


|  argn 
{iſtice in rewarding welbchat which is dotie- wicl). 


S Sore .. 


|+he*thoughes of your maintenance; as though Go 


the Diſciples might obieQ. True, the labourer 
& worthy ofhisavages ,/biieebe #nchank full world, 
is voworthpotous aboursyfogir. detninesithe: wa-: 
yes due to 60rtadovts, + - ad $11 .511w1 > # | 
* Therefott'this ſpeech of Chriſti founded vpon 
this holy iuſtice of God;rhar cannot whatſocuer bee 
theynkmdneſl &iniuſitice of wry 
ſryjces-to Boe varecompenced..Fris thereforeas? 
hehadſaidsMind you rhe workeed your Miniſterie,, 
let your oncly care be howto fulfillir. Doenocdil- 
grace God ſo much as ro trouble your felues with 


Re ſo viſiaRt, '#5 not to m_ pood waycsto good 


willlooke farrebetter ro reward owe worke. Andibis! 


not bee\vamting; Oh chenubar:igiteadrof taking, | 


| 
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The econfolaeſſeof mans Gow. __ 


| good works? Thounrt nopreacher 
' no rich manto giuealmes, to.build Colledges, &e. 


| eating not onely af aurihoney , but encnof our ho- 
. chen his iuſtice. Yea, at the laſt day notice will bee 
{-of bread, or apeecc ofcloth; when works farre more 


'f of meaner maertg.." 


workemen. VI. Here 1s yarictic ofcemine, 
Firſt,arr thou di with meaneneſſe of thy 
tO canuert ſaules 


but onely a poore ſeruant, keeping ſheepe, going to 
plough, &c. Herefor thy comfort remember that 
God-rewards cuery one according to his: workes, 
without making anycurious choice of workes. Bur 
as hee will. puniſh the keaſtevill worke, cven anidle | 
. word, Matth. 12, fo willhee much more reward the | 
leaft good worke,euen a cup ofcold water, Maith.10. 


ney-combe, Cart. 5,4. for bis mercic tvs is greater 


caken of inferiourſorts of workes , as giuing a pecce| 


glorious, as Preachiag,praying,martyrdoime, are not 
namcdy,ycr theſe ard mentioned,Atatth.25.Neicherj 
rhis without reaſons, for the baſeneſc,or the mcane | 
nefſe of the matter, doth eſpecially ſhew the $kill of 
the worker. Fog where cthemarter is cxcelleng, 
chere iclemdeth.ſamehelpero the; workman, where 
| it is otherwiſe, there nothing bur the bare and na 
kedcunningand' artifite ofthe workman is robee 
| =: We womrvey —_— athim char _— 
Image as at himthas maketh as 
wosd, iogautrninga Kingdome, 

uch like workes, is not fo Chmiroble,omm the poore 


ſ | 
M | = ſeruile offices of vnderlings, as in berping of 


Ro the bouſe, &c. Secondly,Argt 
troubled at the workds vniult & prepoſterous rewar- 


—— 
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his Sow was fpared : ſo thou likewiſe thinkeſt, chou 

as well ſay , 1: were better tobe Herod Minſtrel 
then Minifter , Player then Preacher, D anter then Do- 
For, beczuſe of the Minions dancing recompenced 
with bis Preachers head:)comfort yet thy (clfe with 
this, thatGod one day _ _ A ler 
this peruerſtiudgement of the world be an afſurance 
wthee , tharthere muſt needs bea day of Gods righ- 
tous Iudgments. Ir is crue, we may ſay to the world 
+: Chriſt co the Iewes : Many good workes hane 1 done 
among you, fer which doe yee fione me ? yer let vs not 
waxe wearie, thoogh aftcr our fowing , ftormes and 
tempeſts, and the pinching cold of Winter doe fok 
how, for in duetime we ſhall reape, if we faint nor. 
Godis not vnrightcous to forget the labour of his 
Fruants. There arc foure kinds ofrewards : firſt,of 
for good:ſecondly,of euil for euill : thirdly, of 
good for euill:fourthly,ofenil] for good;zthe two for- 
mer are the rewards of juſtice, the third ofmercy,the | 
laſt of in-iuſtice ; and therefore is got incident to 
God.Godforbidthen thatany ſhoukd ſay with thoſe. 
in Malachy;1t i1in vaine to ſerue the Lord, Heare thou 
God ſaying LZehold 1 come quickly, and my reward is 


ſeruice to Cabaſbueroſh,in the dilcouery of a dange- 
rous treaſon, he had norhisreward preſently - but 


with me. When Mordecay had performed a worthy | 


f2 yet 


— D—_— > © 


a 


= 


— — — CO - — 


3: Dorh«t'troublerhee; thirty good wakes ow 
notthat good! thoudefireft IrRemember: c 
rewardov according rorw Workes ji noraccording 
to h3 owne Worke, Now rhe:ſacceſſe ot out workes is 
bis worke, not ours. Doe thouthy endeuour ro doe 
char whicty belongs-r thee 5. to performe the dutic 
required, withan honeſt heart, ifrherefollow a0 ſug 
&s chou art neucrtheworſe worker: The good Ora, 
edralwaies preſwades notthe:good Caprain alwaies 
oucrcomes not, the good Phyſician alwayes hcales 
not, the po6d Preacher £wayes copuerts nor, It us 
cnougtrif rhou doe that: which lies in} thee : Then 
wharſoeucr thy ſacceſſe bee one4rth, ſmall or great, 
aſſuredly thy reward is greatin heanew. Nay,the lelle 
rhe ſucceſſe, the greater (halbe the reward, lo thou be 
patient, For n@&w varothyefincobedicnce in wel 
doing, thou addeft paſrecin patient-ſuffering ; and 
double obedience muſt needs haue more then a (in. 
ole reward; 4: Artthougrieucd arvncomely ſights, 
to ſee ſeruants onhorſe-backe & Princes walking 01 
foot? To ſee ſermants to havervleouer Dyinges.thet | 
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A The deceitfulneſſe of mans beart. 


is, the wicked flouriſhing intheir pompe and pride, 
to ryrannize ouer the godly? Doſt thou ſee the whip 
which is moſt ſcemely for the fooles backe, to be held 
inhs hand, toafflit thebackes of others ? Doſt thou 
| ſethar Aſſes in ftead of a halter, arc os. 


E. 


golden bridles? Aretheſe things pricksin cs, 
as oncein Davids? Comfort thy felfc in the medira- 
tionotthis Dodrine : Grudge notthatthe wicked 
are rewarded according to theit/workes. Grudge 
not, their extcrnall obedience rtionable re 
ward in the outward chings of this life : God hercin | 
does no otherwile, then as ſomcrimes noble Cap- 
taines, who haue honoured cheir enemies, wh: n they 
{have foughe valiantly, ro put ſome ſpirit into their 
owne Souldiers; or then G 

 warding cheir ſeruancs diligence, and dutitulneſſe, 
thereby to prouoke their ownchildren. So ſhouldeft 


his ſlaues , asa ſpurre hc puts into thy (ide his owne 
ſouldier,his owne ſonne : for ifthou wilt doe thy du- 
tieas thou oughteſt , how much more mayecſt thou 


' bounrie is not as manyes, like ro Ringers, who arc 


| on th nor. The day of 
indgement baſten exeinthegodly, ip this life 
Randing at the barre, Icon thrones, andindge 
their Indges, binding Nobles with chatocs,and Prin- 


ces with ferters of iron, Though in this lite Dixes 


metimes Parents doc,res | 


thou interpret Gods temporall rewards giuen to | 
the vnſound ob-:dience of the wicked , his encmies, |. 
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aſſure thy ſelfe of a farre greater reward. For Gods | 


| feaſt, whlelt Lazarus is withour, begging : yerin the | 
f ; life 
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Si nemini ſace- 
ret,quaſy nou 
vigilare videre- 
tur dining pro- 


widentia : {5 om« | 


1 nibusfaceret, 
non [eruaretur 
diuina patientia 
Aug,inP/,30. 


}life ro come ( loe achange;) Lezarw (ball feaſt at 
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The deoniefulnebofamare beers. 


Gods Table, er on Gods Bed, lying in Abrehams, ax 
once /obw in Chriſts boſome; Dinucs in the meane 
time looking oucr, and begging. Then ſhall God 
ma that which herehce ſpeaketh ef reward. 
'ing according to his workes. Then, and 
\not before (hall the equality of Gods rewards fully 
= Some of the wicked indeed, cuen in this 
f lik ,he rewardeth with condigoe puniſhments, 
leſt his ?rog5derce;but nor all, leſt his P75. 
enceand promiſe of the laſt Tudge-. 
ment, might bee called 


| intoqueſtion. 
Fr . i 


A COLLECTION OF 
SVCH SCRIPTVRES,OVT 


of which any ſpeciall ColleFions are ga- 
thered : or ypon which any ſpeciall Obſern- 


tons are made, either bringing light to, or re- 


ceining light fromthis Treatiſe, into 
one bodic,and yicw, 


GENESIS, 
Chap. Verſe, Page 
Ouſhal be as Gods, knowing goodet enil.23 | 
Walke before me and bewpright, 392 
Now | know that tho fearcſt me. 329 
He cried with abitter cry, : 
95 


270 "* * Bleſſeme,c: 
26 Was henot infly called laakob? oe. 


30 1 Heelift wp bis feet. $1 

31 24 Speakeneither goodnor enili to Taakob, 333 
ExoDvs. 

9 16 For thiscauſe 1 have reſerned thee. 54 

13 14Whenthy ſemne ſhall aske thee 10 morrow. 24 | 


f 4 Le--! 
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A Colle&ion of Scriptures 
Chap.Verſk TY | Page, 


LzvirTaicyvs. 
10 3 Iwillbeſantlifiedin them that come neere vuto me.z86 
is 19 TheStorke, the Heron after his kind,c+e. 
24 $10Strene together in the hoaſt, : 
jan Brine forth the blaſphewer. 


I71 


Nvmz ex 9. 
29 The people ſorrowed greatly. 
I ao Loe we be readte to goe. : 
44 Tet they preſamed obſtinately. 


DEevTERONOMIE, 
IT 16 Bewareleſt your bearts deceine you, that going backe, 
0. 190 
16 19 Reward blinds the eyes of the wiſe. 294 
22 5 CA man(bill not put on « womans rayment, 223 


Jos HVA, 
7 19 Myſonnegineglorie to God. 404 


1. SAMVEL, 
13 1 AndSaulrdiencd tiwoyeares over Iſract. 335 
28 19 To morrow thou and thy ſonnes,cc. 23 


2. SAMYEL, 


7 27 Thy feruamt hat b found in his beart &e. 272 


1. K1iNnGs. 
22 6 The Lord will deliver it into the hands of the King. 22 


2. Kinces. 
5 18 Godbermercifull unto me when1 come into the houſes 
of Rimmon, 22T | 
he” I.CH & © N. 


receiving light from this Treatiſe, 
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Chap, Verſc. # 
t. CHnONICEES. 
33 Wereperfed, 
—_ 2 Vere wn 
29 18 Keepe this for exer in the purpoſe. 


2. CHaonicLEes, 
7 14 Shall pray andſeeke my face. 
23 11 Benot deceined, God hath cheſen you. 
32 31 Toknowallwasin his beart. 
25 Hig heart was lifted vp 
by He bumbled himſelfe * he was lifted vp. 
NEzmHEMIAH, 


$ 10 The ioy of the Lord « your ſtrevgth. 


Tos. 
2 21 The Lordgineth, the Lordtaketh : bleſſed, &c. 
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